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A Local Law in relation to the creation of a youth violence task force.

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1.  Legislative findings and declaration.  Youth violence can be manifest in a number of

different ways including gang violence, dating violence, and bullying.  In 2008, juveniles accounted for 16% of

all violent crime arrests nation-wide, with 1,280 juveniles being arrested for murder, 3,340 for forcible rape,

35,350 for robbery, and 56,000 for aggravated assault.  In the United States, homicide is the second leading

cause of death among people 10-24 years of age and one quarter of all sexual assaults were perpetrated by

offenders younger than 21.

The effects of youth violence are far reaching for the victim, the offender, and the community as a

whole.  Violence in schools can lead to increased absenteeism due to fear.  Youth violence can lead to increased
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health care costs, decreased property values, and disruptions in social services.

The Council finds that youth violence is detrimental to the community as a whole as well as individuals.

Based on this finding, the Council determines that it is necessary to create a task force to study this issue further

and draft recommendation for the most effective means of preventing youth violence and treating juvenile

offenders.

§2. Youth Violence Task Force. a. There shall be a task force to study youth violence in New York city

and to make specific recommendations to the mayor and council for the prevention and treatment of youth

violence throughout the city.

b. Such advisory board shall consist of nine members as follows:

i. Three members shall be appointed by the mayor, provided that at least one such member shall be a

member of law enforcement and shall have experience in youth violence and at least one member shall have

advanced training in and experience with youth gang violence.

ii. Two members shall be appointed by the speaker of the council, provided that at least one member

shall have a background in youth gang violence.

iii. The commissioners of health and mental hygiene, youth and community development, the

department of education, and juvenile justice, or the designees of such commissioners, shall serve ex officio.

iv. The members shall be appointed within sixty days of the enactment of this local law.

v.  At its first meeting, the advisory board shall select a chairperson from among its members by

majority vote of the advisory board.

c.  Each member, other than members serving in an ex officio capacity, shall serve for a term of twelve

months, to commence after the final member of the advisory board is appointed.  Any vacancies in the

membership of the advisory board shall be filled in the same manner as the original appointment.  A person

filling such vacancy shall serve for the unexpired portion of the term of the succeeded member.

d.  The department of health and mental hygiene, the department of youth and community development,
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the department of education, and the department of juvenile justice may provide staff to assist the task force.

e.  No member of the advisory board shall be removed from office except for cause and upon notice and

hearing by the appropriate appointing official.

f.  Members of the advisory board shall serve without compensation and shall meet no less than one a

month.

g.  The advisory board shall issue a report to the mayor and council no later than twelve months after the

final member of the advisory board is appointed.  Such report shall include specific recommendations on the

following topics:

i.   Prevention of youth dating violence, youth gang-related violence, and violence in schools;

ii.  Treatment of youth violence perpetrators in order to lower recidivism rates;

iii. Tracking and reporting of youth violence trends;

h.  The advisory board shall terminate upon the publication of the report.

§3.  This local law shall take effect immediately after its enactment into law.
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