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Int. No. 17

By Council Members Mark Viverito, James, Lander, Dickens, Mealy, Rivera, Chin, Dromm and Van Bramer

A Local Law to amend the New York city charter, in relation to zero carbon emission buildings.

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1.  Legislative findings and intent.   The Council finds that climate change has the potential to

cause devastating impacts on New York City and the City has responded by taking action to reduce its

greenhouse gas emissions citywide.  By enacting Local Law 22 of 2008, New York City committed to reduce

its greenhouse gas emissions by thirty percent by 2017 for City government operations and by thirty percent

citywide by 2030.  In order to accomplish those ambitious goals, New York City has undertaken a number of

measures to address the sources of greenhouse gas emissions in a systematic fashion.  One such measure, Local

Law 86 of 2005, requires the City to use LEED green building criteria for capital projects.  LEED , which is the

acronym for Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED), is a nationally accepted third-party

certification program for design, operation and construction of high performance green buildings.  Reducing
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greenhouse gases from capital projects presented a formidable challenge as building construction and use is

responsible for eighty percent of greenhouse gas emissions.  Since the enactment of Local Law 86, at least

eighty-three capital projects have commenced design subject to LEED guidelines.

However, since 2005 more efficient green building standards have been developed including carbon

neutral, passive building and zero carbon construction.  While a LEED certified building does not have to meet

a particular energy efficiency standard, a net zero energy building produces as much energy as it uses on an

annual basis, and a carbon neutral building uses no fossil fuels in its operation, creates no direct greenhouse

gases and, as a result, does not contribute to global warming.  A carbon neutral and net zero energy building

produces at least as much energy as it generates each year and uses no fossil fuels in its operation.  New York

City would not be the first governmental entity to move beyond LEED.  The state of Massachusetts has

convened a Zero Net Energy Building Task Force with a goal of having the first state owned zero energy

building by January 1, 2010 and the United Kingdom has mandated that all new homes in Britain must be zero

carbon by 2016.

     The Council further finds that zero carbon buildings are likely to reduce greenhouse gas emissions

significantly more than is contemplated by LEED green building standards, are the new frontier of green

building and should be required, on an experimental basis, in addition to capital projects developed under

LEED green building standards.  Therefore the council finds that it is in the best interest of the city to mandate

that zero carbon emission capital projects be developed in addition to projects subject to LEED green building

standards.

§2. Section 224.1 of the New York city charter is amended by adding a new subdivision l to read as

follows:

(l) Zero carbon pilot projects. In addition to compliance with LEED green building standards, a

minimum of two capital projects subject to LEED green building standards shall be selected during each year

of the five year period commencing on January 30, 2010, that achieve zero carbon or net zero energy use

consistent with the United States department of energy building technologies program, the United States green
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consistent with the United States department of energy building technologies program, the United States green

building council cascadia chapter “Living Building Challenge” and ASHRAE 2020. Such project may be the

design and construction of a new building or an addition to an existing building or a substantial reconstruction

of an existing building, that achieves zero carbon or net zero energy use. The department of buildings shall

prepare an annual report on December 31, 2011 and upon each December 31,thereafter,submitted to the mayor

and the speaker of the council on the progress of the zero carbon pilot capital construction projects including,

but not limited to, progress on projects selected, carbon and energy savings achieved, and a comparison of cost

effectiveness, construction costs, energy savings and such other information as provides a useful comparison to

the capital projects commenced pursuant to LEED Green building standards.

§3. This local law shall take effect ninety days after enactment, except that the commissioner of

buildings shall take such measures, including the promulgation of rules, as are necessary for its implementation

prior to such effective date.
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