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Int. No. 740

By Council Members Barron and Palma

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to processions, parades and
races.

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section one. Declaration of Legislative intent.  The Council hereby finds and declares that the police

department’s crowd control practices often suppress the ability of people to observe and participate in

processions, parades or races.  In the past, the Mayor and other elected officials have openly condoned these

crowd control practices.  For example, during the Republican National Convention in 2004 the Mayor openly

condoned the tactics employed by the police department to corral protestors and bystanders, to quickly take

them into custody, and to confine them for extended periods in order to prevent them from returning to the

protest site.  The Council finds this practice, as well as the use of netting to enclose participants in a procession,

parade or race, to be dehumanizing.  The Council further finds that the use of these tactics sends the message

that open debate and political activism will result in harassment and incarceration.  The Council intends to
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encourage the police department to adopt crowd control practices at processions, parades and races that are

consistent with the First Amendment and the New York State Constitution.  The Council further intends to

encourage people to utilize their First Amendment and New York State Constitutional rights in a peaceful and

lawful manner when gathering for processions, parades and races.  To this end, the Council declares it to be the

policy of this city to encourage the peaceful and lawful assemblies of its citizens and the use of the least

restrictive means for the control of processions, parades and races.

§2. Subdivision a of section 10-110 of chapter one of title 10 of the administrative code of the city

of New York is hereby amended by adding new paragraphs 6, 7 and 8 to read as follows:

6. The police commissioner shall not deny a permit for any procession, parade, or race based upon

the ideology, principles, beliefs, or desire to express political dissent of the organizers or participants of said

procession, parade or race.

7. The police department shall employ only the least restrictive means necessary to ensure the

safety and orderly conduct of those observing or attending any procession, parade or race for which a permit

has been properly issued.

8. On the first day of the tenth month after this local law shall have gone into effect and on that

date annually thereafter, the police department shall submit to the city council a report detailing the following:

the number and type of applications that have been received, approved and denied, as well as the number of

violations that have been issued and the reasons for their issuance.

§3. This local law shall take effect ninety days after its enactment, provided that the commissioner

of the police department may take any actions necessary prior to the effective date of this local law, including,

but not limited to, the promulgation of rules.
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