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Int. No 685
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Dickens, Stewart, Mealy, Avella, Liu and Jackson

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the City of New York, in relation to the human rights law.

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Section 8-102 of chapter 1 of title 8 of the administrative code of the City of New York is

amended by adding new paragraphs 25 and 26, to read as follows:

(25) For the purposes of subdivisions 1, 2, and 4 of section 8-107 of this chapter, the term “protected

class” shall mean actual or perceived race, creed, color, national origin, gender, age, disability, marital status,

partnership status, sexual orientation, or alienage or citizenship status.  For the purposes of subdivision 5 of

section 8-107 of this chapter the term “protected class” shall include the foregoing, and shall also mean the fact

or perception that children are, may be, or would be residing with a person.

(26) The term “affirmatively further fair housing” means: a.  Attempt to counteract segregation in
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residential housing on the neighborhood, borough, City, and, regional levels, including attempting to counteract

the current impact of past instances of discrimination and segregation; and

b. refrain from acting in any way that would perpetuate segregation in residential housing on the

neighborhood, borough, City, or regional levels.

§ 2.  Title 8 of the administrative code of the City of New York is amended by adding a new chapter 12,

to read as follows:

CHAPTER 12

MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

§ 8-1201. Definitions.  a. “Protected class” and “affirmatively furthering fair housing” have the same

meaning as set forth in paragraphs 25 and 26 of section 8-102 of chapter 1 of this title.

b.“Segregated” means characterized by, and “segregation” means the demographic fact of, a materially

varied distribution of groups between and among neighborhoods, boroughs, counties, or municipalities.

§ 8-1202.  Findings of fact.  New York City and the New York metropolitan area remain highly

segregated in terms of race and national origin, and acts of residential discrimination continue to occur

against members of protected classes.

§8-1203.  Statement of policy.  The City shall affirmatively further fair housing in the development and

implementation of all its programs, policies, laws, and regulations, including but not limited to its housing

development and rehabilitation programs, economic development and incentive programs, its Building

Code, and its Zoning Resolutions.

§ 8-1204.  Ongoing oversight.  Commencing in 2008, the Committee on Civil Rights, or such other

Committee as shall have been designated by the Rules of the Council, shall annually conduct a hearing to

assess the extent to which the City has or has not met its obligations pursuant to section 8-1203 of this
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chapter.

§ 8-1205.  Department of City Planning.  a. The Department of City Planning shall, at the time required

each year for the publication of the Mayor’s Management Report, deliver to the council, borough

presidents, and community boards a written report describing the extent to which New York City, its

boroughs, and its neighborhoods are segregated in terms of race and national origin.  The report shall also

be made available on the home page of the Department of City Planning’s website.  The report, which shall

be based on the most recent data available from the United States Bureau of the Census, shall include data

mapping that reflects commonly used indices of segregation, including the dissimilarity and isolation

indices.  The report shall also include information on the New York primary metropolitan statistical area,

and such other information as necessary to provide a thorough and accurate view of both the scope of

segregation on neighborhood, county, city, and regional levels.

b.  The City Planning Commission, prior to adopting any resolution either to amend the text of the

zoning resolution or to designate or redesignate zoning districts under the zoning resolution, shall cause the

Department of City Planning to prepare and publish a written analysis setting forth the extent to which the

proposed change will tend to perpetuate residential segregation or to remediate residential segregation.  This

segregation impact analysis shall be distributed to the council, borough presidents, and community boards

and made available on the home page of the Department of City Planning’s website at least 30 days prior to

the holding of any public hearing on any proposed amendment to the text of the zoning resolution or

designation or redesignation of zoning districts.

§ 8-1206.  Department of Finance.  The Department of Finance, in connection with the delivery of

property tax bills, shall, not less than once a year, provide each property owner with information on their

obligations set forth by this title, and shall include information concerning the consequences for failing to

meet such obligations.

§ 8-1207.  Department of Buildings.  a. The Department of Buildings shall create a database of
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buildings in New York City which have been determined pursuant to paragraph b. or c. of this section to

have barriers to the entry or use by a person using a wheelchair or similar device.  Such database shall

specify the barriers found, and shall be accessible to the public at no charge via the City’s website.

b.  In the course of inspecting any multiple dwelling containing a housing accommodation as defined by

paragraph 10 of section 8-102 of this title, the Department of Buildings shall determine whether such

building has entrance, exit, or common area barriers to entry or use by a person using a wheelchair or

similar device.

c.  In the course of inspecting any building containing a public accommodation as defined by paragraph

9 of section 8-102 of this title, the Department of Buildings shall determine whether such building has

entrance, exit, or public area barriers to entry or use by a person using a wheelchair or similar device.

d.  If the Department makes a determination pursuant to paragraph b. or c. of this section, it shall, in

addition to such other actions that it may lawfully take, notify the building owner of the barrier or barriers

to accessibility, send a copy of such notice to the New York City Commission on Human Rights, and add

the information discovered to the database referred to in paragraph 1 of this section.

§ 8-1208.  Construction.  Nothing in this chapter is intended to relieve the city or any of its agencies or

officials from any other civil rights or human rights obligations that exist or may come to exist under city,

state, or federal law.

§ 3.  This local law shall take effect 90 days after its enactment.
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