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Int. No. 628

By Council Members Gennaro, Brewer, Fidler, Gentile, James, Koppell, Nelson, Palma, Recchia Jr., Reyna,
Sanders Jr., Stewart, Weprin, Liu, Mark-Viverito, Gonzalez, Vallone Jr., Vacca, White Jr., Yassky, Garodnick, de
Blasio, Mitchell, Katz, Vann, Avella, Gioia, Gerson and Ferreras.

A Local Law to amend the administration code of the city of New York, in relation to sustainable stormwater
management, trees and vegetation.

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Section 18-104 of chapter one of title 18 of the administrative code of the city of New York is

amended to read as follows:

§18-104 Trees and vegetation; jurisdiction. a. The planting, care and cultivation of all trees and other

forms of vegetation in streets shall be under the exclusive jurisdiction of the commissioner, except as otherwise

provided in section 18-105 of this title. The commissioner is authorized to use such portions of the parks, for
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provided in section 18-105 of this title. The commissioner is authorized to use such portions of the parks, for

the cultivation of tree plants, as he or she may set apart for that purpose, without detriment to the parks in

which such nurseries are established, to enable him or her at all times to have tree plants adapted for growth

under the varying conditions of soil and surroundings in streets.

b. All plantings of trees and other vegetation in streets, including the installation of tree pit guards, shall

be designed and constructed in such a manner as to maximize the capacity for retention, detention, and

infiltration of stormwater from the surrounding area, consistent with all other applicable laws and regulations.

The commissioner shall adopt rules and regulation and shall revise the department’s tree planting guidelines to

reflect the requirements of this subdivision.

§2. Section 18-105 of chapter one of title 18 of the administrative code of the city of New York is

amended to read as follows:

§18-105 Trees under private or public ownership; care and cultivation. All trees in streets, which on

investigation are found to be without ownership, shall be under the exclusive care and cultivation of the

commissioner, and such commissioner shall employ the most improved methods for the protection and

cultivation of the trees selected for preservation, and remove those condemned as unfit for cultivation. Trees

found to be in the care of individual owners, corporations, societies, or associations, shall not be subject to the

jurisdiction of the commissioner, unless the owners thereof make written application to the commissioner to

have such trees transferred to his or her care. If the commissioner approves such transfer, he or she shall

forthwith assume full control thereof and the former owner shall be relieved of all expense connected with the

cultivation of such trees. In all cases where land-owners, societies or associations elect to plant and cultivate

their own trees in streets, such planting and cultivation must conform to the rules and regulations adopted by

the commissioner, including with respect to the requirements established pursuant to subdivision b of section

18-104 of this chapter. The commissioner may, however, on the written application of any land-owner, plant

and cultivate trees on the streets adjoining his or her land and charge for such service an amount not to exceed
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the actual cost to the department for labor and materials.

§3. This local law shall take effect ninety days after enactment.
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