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Int. No. 615

By Council Members Vacca, Brewer, Dickens, Gennaro, Gentile, Gerson, Mealy, Stewart, Weprin, Nelson,
Gonzalez, Arroyo, Vallone Jr., Felder, Dilan, Jackson and Avella

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to exempting certain
religious, fraternal or charitable organizations from food handler’s licensing requirements contained in the

health code of the City of New York.

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Legislative Intent. Pursuant to the health code of the City of New York, religious, fraternal
and charitable organizations, including senior centers and senior clubs that do not engage in food preparation,
must have someone on staff who has obtained a food handler’s license. Such organizations enter into
agreements to receive hot meals from other organizations that already have food handler’s licenses and food

preparation capabilities. This measure would allow organizations that do not engage in food preparation, to be
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exempt from requirements mandating the procurement of a food handler’s license. The current health code
requirements represent an unnecessary obstacle in providing hot and nutritious meals to some of New York
City’s neediest population. The City Council finds that the granting of an exemption from the food handler’s
license requirements in such limited circumstances will alleviate an unnecessary burden that many
organizations face and will expand the ability of organizations to provide nutritious meals that ultimately
improve the health and wellness of New York City’s senior population.

§2. Chapter 1 of title 17 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new
section 17-193 to read as follows:

§17-193. Food Handler’s License Exemption. Any establishment operated by religious, fraternal or

charitable organizations, that is open to the public and provides prepared food to the needy free of charge, and

does not engage in the actual preparation of food, shall not be subject to any requirements regarding the

procurement of a food handler’s license contained in section 81.15 of the health code of the city of New York or

any successor provision.

§3. This local law shall take effect thirty days after its enactment into law.
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