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Int. No. 480

By Council Members Vallone Jr., Gerson, Nelson, and Seabrook

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the sale of meats.

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Section 20-676 of title 20 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by

adding a new subdivision d, to read as follows:

(d)  “Modified atmosphere packaging.”  The use of a foreign substance, gas or compound, including,

but not limited to, carbon monoxide, in the packaging of meat that has the effect of disguising the age of meat

by, among other things, artificially imparting a red color to its surface.

§2. Section 20-677 of title 20 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended, to read as

follows:

§20-677 Sales at retail . (a)  It shall be unlawful for any person to sell or offer for sale, at retail, any

pickled, pumped, cured, or otherwise processed meats or meat products which shall contain added curing
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solution or any other liquid more than ten percent, by weight, of the total weight of the meat, except that

pickled, pumped, cured, or otherwise processed beef brisket shall not contain more than twenty percent, by

weight, of added curing solution or any other liquid.

(b) It shall be unlawful for any person to sell or offer for sale, at retail, any meats or meat

products which have been subjected to modified atmosphere packaging.

§3. Section 20-678 of title 20 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended, to

read as follows:

§20-678 Sales at wholesale . (a)  It shall be unlawful for any person to sell, or offer for sale at

wholesale, any pickled, pumped, cured, or otherwise processed meats or meat products which shall contain

added curing solution or any other liquid more than ten percent, by weight, of the total weight of the meat,

except that pickled, pumped, cured, or otherwise processed beef brisket shall not contain more than twenty

percent, by weight, of added curing solution or any other liquid.

(b) It shall be unlawful for any person to sell or offer for sale, at wholesale, any meats or meat products

which have been subjected to modified atmosphere packaging.

§4. Section 20-681 of title 20 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended, to read as

follows:

§20-681 Punishment.   (a) Any person who shall violate any of the provisions of this subchapter shall

be liable to forfeit and pay a civil penalty in the sum of not more than [one] two hundred dollars for each

violation.

(b) Any person who shall violate any of the provisions of this subchapter shall be guilty of an

offense and punishable by a fine of not less than [twenty-five] fifty dollars nor more than [two hundred fifty]

five hundred dollars, for each offense, or by imprisonment for not more than thirty (30) days, or both.

§5.   This local law shall take effect one hundred twenty days after it shall have been enacted

into law except that prior to such effective date the commissioner of consumer affairs may promulgate rules or
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take any other action necessary for implementation of this local law.
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