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Int. No. 462

By Council Members Avella, Brewer, Gentile, Gerson, James, Nelson, Palma and Sears

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring radio repeaters
in high-rise buildings.

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1.  Chapter 4 of title 27 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by

adding a new subchapter 30, to read as follows:

Subchapter 30

High Rise Building Radio Repeaters

§27-4301  Definitions.

§27-4302  Amplification System Required.

§27-4303  Acceptance Test Procedures.

§27-4304  Annual Tests.

§27-4305  Qualifications of Testing Personnel.

§27-4306  Fire Department Inspections.
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§27-4307  Additional Requirements.

§27-4308  Violations.

§27-4301  Definitions.  For purposes of this subchapter, the following terms shall have the following meanings:

a. “high rise building” means; all new and existing buildings classified in occupancy groups, C, E, G, J-1 and J-2 that are

seventy-five feet or more in height.

b. “adequate radio coverage” means; a clearly audible transmission available in 100% of the area of each floor of a high rise

building when transmitted from one standard issue New York City Fire Department portable radio to another standard issue New

York City Fire Department portable radio from 100% of the area of each floor of the high rise building.

c. “high rise building radio repeater system” or “system” means; a technological system that promotes radio communications

without degredation throughout a high rise building, the specifications of which shall be determined and approved by the New York

City Fire Department.

d. “acceptance test” means; dividing each floor of the high rise building into a grid of approximately forty equal areas and

establishing a location on the first floor in the center of a grid to act as a command post. Radio calls must then be made from the

command post via a standard issue New York City Fire Department portable radio to another standard issue New York City Fire

Department portable radio located in the center point of each of the remaining grids on the first floor and to the center of each of

the forty grids on each floor in the remainder of the building. Return radio calls must also be made from each of these locations to

the command post. Each of these radio calls must result in a clearly audible transmission.

§27-4302. High Rise Building Radio Repeater System Required. Within twelve months of the enactment of this subchapter,

any person who owns a high rise building covered by this subchapter shall be required to install a high rise building radio repeater

system, capable of providing adequate radio coverage, subject to the approval and testing of the Commissioner of the New York

City Fire Department. A Certificate of Occupancy will not be issued to any high rise building if the high rise building fails to

comply with this subchapter.

§27-4303. Acceptance Test Procedures. Acceptance testing for a high rise building radio repeater system is required upon

completion of installation and annually thereafter. Acceptance testing shall be overseen by a representative of the New York City

Fire Department. Such testing is the responsibility of the building owner. The results of those tests shall be documented in a form

acceptable to the Commissioner of the New York City Fire Department and a hard copy kept on file with the building owner.

§27-4304. Annual Tests. When a high rise building radio repeater system is installed, the building owner shall test all active

components of the system a minimum of once every twelve (12) months to determine whether or not such components are

operating within the manufacturer’s specifications for the intended purpose.

§27-4305. Qualifications of Testing Personnel. All tests shall be conducted, documented, and signed by a person in
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§27-4305. Qualifications of Testing Personnel. All tests shall be conducted, documented, and signed by a person in

possession of a current FCC General Radio Telephone Operator License. A hard copy of all test records shall be submitted to the

New York City Fire Department by the building owner.

§27-4306. Fire Department Inspections. Fire Department Radio personnel, after providing reasonable notice to the building

owner or his representative, shall have the right to enter the building to conduct field inspections to be certain that adequate radio

coverage is present.

§27-4307. Additional Requirements. a. The building owner shall be responsible for making any upgrades to the system

required by the Commissioner of the New York City Fire Department in order to achieve adequate radio coverage. b. The building

owner shall be responsible for having a maintenance contract for the system in place that provides for a 24 hour by 7 day

emergency response within two (2) hours after notification and must provide the name and phone number of the maintenance

contractor to the Commissioner.

§27-4308 Violations. Any person who shall violate the provisions of sections 27-4302, 4303 of this subchapter, shall, upon

conviction thereof, be liable for a civil penalty of not less than ten thousand dollars nor more than twenty five thousand for the first

offense and a penalty of not less than twenty five thousand dollars nor more than fifty thousand dollars for each succeeding such

violation.  For the purposes of this section, no more than one violation of this subchapter may be issued on the same business day.

§2. Effect of invalidity; severability. If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase, or other portion of this local law is,

for any reason, declared unconstitutional or invalid, in whole or in part, by any court of competent jurisdiction, such portion shall

be deemed severable, and such unconstitutionality or invalidity shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this local

law, which remaining portions shall continue in full force and effect.

§3. This local law shall take effect ninety days after its enactment provided, however, the commissioner may take any

actions necessary prior to such effective date for the implementation of this local law including, but not limited to, the adoption of

any necessary rules.
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