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A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the department
of health and mental hygiene to make automated external defibrillators available to primary, intermediate and
high schools that do not already receive such devices under any other provision of law.

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Chapter one of title seventeen of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended

by adding a new section 17-188.1 to read as follows:

§17-188.1 Automated external defibrillators in schools. a. Definition. For purposes of this section, the

term “automated external defibrillator” shall mean a medical device, approved by the United States food and

drug administration, that: (i) is capable of recognizing the presence or absence in a patient of ventricular

fibrillation and rapid ventricular tachycardia; (ii) is capable of determining, without intervention by an

individual, whether defibrillation should be performed on a patient; (iii) upon determining that defibrillation
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individual, whether defibrillation should be performed on a patient; (iii) upon determining that defibrillation

should be performed, automatically charges and requests delivery of an electrical impulse to a patient’s heart;

and (iv) upon action by an individual, delivers an appropriate electrical impulse to a patient’s heart to perform

defibrillation.

b. Automated external defibrillator to be provided to schools upon request. The department shall

provide automated external defibrillators in quantities deemed adequate in accordance with rules promulgated

pursuant to subdivision c of this section and in accordance with section 3000-b of the New York state public

health law to each primary, intermediate and high school located within the city of New York that is not eligible

to receive automated external defibrillators under section 917 of the New York state education law or any other

provision of law that submits a written request to the department. Any school receiving automated external

defibrillators pursuant to this subdivision shall ensure that such devices are readily accessible for use during

medical emergencies. Any information regarding use of automated external defibrillators deemed necessary by

the department in accordance with rules promulgated pursuant to subdivision c of this section shall accompany

and be kept with each automated external defibrillator. Any automated external defibrillator provided pursuant

to this subdivision shall be acquired, possessed and operated in accordance with the requirements of section

3000-b of the New York state public health law.

c. Rules. The commissioner shall promulgate such rules as may be necessary for the purposes of

implementing the provisions of this section, including, but not limited to, rules regarding the quantity of

automated external defibrillators to be provided to schools that request such devices, and any information on

the use of automated external defibrillators that must accompany and be kept with each automated external

defibrillator.

d. No duty to act. Nothing contained in this section shall impose any duty or obligation on any person

to provide assistance with an automated external defibrillator to a victim of a medical emergency.

e. Liability limited. Any person who, in accordance with the provisions of this section, voluntarily and

without expectation of monetary compensation renders first aid or emergency treatment using an automated
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without expectation of monetary compensation renders first aid or emergency treatment using an automated

external defibrillator that has been made available pursuant to this section, to a person who is unconscious, ill

or injured, and any person, agency, school or other entity that acquires or makes available an automated

external defibrillator pursuant to this section, shall be entitled to the limitation of liability provided in section

3000-a of the New York state public health law.

f. Standard of care. Nothing contained in this section shall be deemed to affect the obligations or

liability of emergency health providers pursuant to section 3000-b of the New York state public health law.

§2. Severability. If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase or other portion of this local law

is, for any reason, declared unconstitutional or invalid, in whole or in part, by any court of competent

jurisdiction, such portion shall be deemed severable, and such unconstitutionality or invalidity shall not affect

the validity of the remaining portions of this local law, which remaining portions shall continue in full force and

effect.

§3. Effective date. This local law shall take effect one hundred and eighty days after its enactment into

law. Actions necessary to prepare for the implementation of this local law may be taken prior to its effective

date.
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