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Int. No. 310

By Council Members Vallone Jr., Fidler, Gennaro, Gentile, Koppell, Nelson, Recchia Jr., Sears and Weprin

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to criminal penalties for
illegal conversions.

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Section 27-118.1 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as amended by local

law 65 for the year 1997, is amended to read as follows:

§27-118.1 Illegal alterations involving change in occupancy.

a. No person, except in accordance with all requirements of this code, shall convert, knowingly

take part or assist in the conversion, or permit the maintenance of the conversion, of a residence which is

legally approved for occupancy as a dwelling for one or more families, to a residence for occupancy as a

dwelling for more than the legally approved number of families.

b. Any person who shall violate or fail to comply with the provisions of subdivision a of this

section shall be liable for a civil penalty which may be recovered in a proceeding before the environmental
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section shall be liable for a civil penalty which may be recovered in a proceeding before the environmental

control board pursuant to the provisions of section 26-126.1 of this code. Upon the finding of such violation

and the imposition of the civil penalty, the environmental control board shall forward to the internal revenue

service, the New York state department of taxation and finance and the New York city department of finance

the name and address of the respondent, the address of the building or structure with respect to which the

violation occurred, and the time period during which the violation was found to have existed.

c. In addition to the civil penalties described in subdivision b, any person who shall convert,

knowingly take part or assist in the conversion, or permit the maintenance of the conversion, of a residence

which is legally approved for occupancy as a dwelling for one or more families, to a residence for occupancy as

a dwelling for more than the legally approved number of families, and such conversion creates a substantial risk

of serious physical injury to another person, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof shall

be subject to imprisonment for a period not to exceed one year and by a fine for each dwelling unit added

and/or for each family above the legally approved number of families of not less than one thousand dollars nor

more than five thousand dollars for the first offense, not less than two thousand five hundred dollars nor more

than fifteen thousand dollars for a second offense and not less than ten thousand dollars nor more than twenty

thousand dollars for a third or subsequent offense.

§2. This local law shall take effect immediately after its enactment.
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