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Int. No. 300

By Council Members Oddo, Felder, Fidler, Gennaro, Gentile, Liu, Nelson, Stewart and Vacca

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to graffiti fines and
penalties.

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Subdivision g of section 10-117 of chapter one of title ten of the administrative code of the

city of New York is amended to read as follows:

g. In addition to the criminal penalties imposed pursuant to subdivision f of this section, a person

who violates the provisions of subdivision a, b, c or d of this section shall be liable for a civil penalty of not

more than five hundred dollars for each violation which may be recovered in a proceeding before the

environmental control board. Any person who has been previously convicted of violating the provisions of

subdivision a, b, c or d of this section shall be liable for a civil penalty of not more than one thousand dollars

for each violation which may be recovered in a proceeding before the environmental control board. Such

proceeding shall be commenced by the service of a notice of violation returnable before such board. In
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proceeding shall be commenced by the service of a notice of violation returnable before such board. In

addition to the civil penalties imposed pursuant to this subdivision, if a person under eighteen years of age

violates the provisions of subdivision a or b of this section, the parent or legal guardian of such person shall be

liable for a civil penalty of not more than one thousand dollars for each violation which may be recovered in a

proceeding before the environmental control board. Such proceeding shall be commenced by the service of a

notice of violation returnable before such board. If a person under eighteen years of age has been previously

convicted of violating the provisions of subdivision a or b of this section, the parent or legal guardian of such

person shall be liable for a civil penalty of not more than one thousand five hundred dollars for each violation

which may be recovered in a proceeding before the environmental control board. Such proceeding shall be

commenced by the service of a notice of violation returnable before such board. Furthermore, a person who

violates the provisions of subdivision a or b of this section shall be liable to the owner of the property for any

damages that result from such violation, in an amount not to exceed ten thousand dollars. If a person under

eighteen years of age violates the provisions of subdivision a or b of this section, the person under eighteen

years of age and the parent or legal guardian of such person shall be jointly and severally liable to the owner of

the property for any damages that result from such violation, in an amount not to exceed ten thousand dollars.

§2. Section 10-117 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended to add a new

subdivision h, to read as follows:

h. In addition to the criminal penalties imposed pursuant to subdivision f and the civil penalties

imposed pursuant to subdivision g, a lien may be placed on the real or personal property of any person who

violates the provisions of subdivision a or b of this section. Such lien may also be placed on the real or

personal property of the parent or legal guardian of any person under the age of eighteen who violates the

provisions of subdivision a or b of this section. Such lien shall constitute any money due and owing to the city

for the criminal or civil penalties imposed pursuant to subdivisions f and g, as well as the money owed, if any,

to the owner of the property as set forth in subdivision g. Such lien shall be a continuing and perpetual lien in

favor of the city, or the property owner as set forth in subdivision g, upon all property, whether real or personal,
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favor of the city, or the property owner as set forth in subdivision g, upon all property, whether real or personal,

belonging to a person who violates the provisions of subdivision a or b of this section, or the parent or legal

guardian of a person under eighteen years of age who violates the provisions of subdivision a or b of this

section, and shall have the same force and effect as a lien created by judgment. The lien shall attach to property

belonging to the person, or the parent or legal guardian of a person under the age of eighteen, at any time

during the period of the lien, including any property acquired by the person, or the parent or legal guardian of a

person under the age of eighteen, after the lien arises. The lien shall have priority over all other liens, except

liens for city taxes and city water charges; provided, that the lien shall not be valid as against any bona fide

purchaser, holder of a security interest, mechanic's lienor, or judgment lien creditor until notice is given by

filing the lien. The lien shall be satisfied by payment of the amount of the lien to the city or to the property

owner, as applicable.

§3. Section 10-117.2 of chapter one of title ten of the administrative code of the city of New York is

amended to read as follows:

§10-117.2. Rewards for providing information leading to apprehension, prosecution or conviction of a

person for crimes involving graffiti vandalism.

The mayor, upon the recommendation of the police commissioner, shall be authorized to offer and pay a

reward in an amount not exceeding one thousand [five hundred]dollars, or in an amount established by the City

Council through resolution, to any person who provides information leading to the apprehension, prosecution or

conviction of any person who may have violated the provisions of subdivision a or b of section 10-117 of this

chapter, or who may have committed any other crime where the unlawful conduct included the conduct

described in subdivision a or b of such section. No police officer, peace officer or any other law enforcement

officer, and no officer, official or employee of the city of New York shall be entitled, directly or indirectly, to

collect or receive any such reward.

§4.  This local law shall become effective immediately.
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