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Int. No. 249

By Council Members Gennaro, Avella, Felder, Fidler, Foster, James, Liu, Mark-Viverito, Nelson and Weprin

A Local Law to amend the New York City Charter in relation to requiring actual notice be given to the owners
of real property affected by applications to rezone pursuant to Section 197-c(b)(3).

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Section 197-b of the Charter is amended as follows:

§197-b. Notification of plans and proposals. a. Advance notice of all preliminary and final plans of

public agencies and public benefit corporations or of private agencies, entities or developers filed with the city

that relate to the use, development or improvement of land subject to city regulation shall be given to the

affected community board or boards and the office of the affected borough president, provided that exceptions

may be made in matters of no appreciable public concern by agency rule. Advance notice of all preliminary

and final plans of public agencies and public benefit corporations or of private agencies, entities or developers

filed with the city pursuant to 197-c(b)(3) shall be given to all owners of property thereby affected. Notice

shall be by first class mail and shall be sent to all owners recorded in the real property tax records of the
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shall be by first class mail and shall be sent to all owners recorded in the real property tax records of the

department of finance.

§2. Section 197-c is amended as follows:

§197-c. Uniform land use review procedure

****

(b) The following documents shall be filed with the department of city planning: (1) applications

under this section [,]; applications pursuant to 197-c (b)(3) shall include a listing of all affected property owners

and verification that notice was mailed to said owners pursuant to section 197-b (a), (2) any amendments

thereto that are made prior to approval of such applications pursuant to this chapter, (3) any written

information submitted by an applicant for purposes of determining whether an environmental impact

statement will be required by law, and (4) documents or records intended to define or substantially redefine

the overall scope of issues to be addressed in any draft environmental impact statement required by law. The

department of city planning shall forward a copy of any materials it receives pursuant to this subdivision

(whether or not such materials have been certified as complete) within five days to each affected borough

president, community board or borough board.

(c) The department of city planning shall be responsible for certifying that applications pursuant to

subdivision a of this section are complete and ready to proceed through the uniform land use review procedure

provided for in this section. Upon certification of an application, the department shall give notice of such

certification to the council. Upon certification of an application filed pursuant to Section 197-c (b)(3), the

department shall give notice of such certification to all persons notified pursuant to Section 197-b (a). If an

application under this section has not been certified within six months after filing, both the applicant and, if the

land use proposed in an application is consistent with the land use policy or strategic policy statement of the

affected borough president, the affected borough president shall have the right at any time thereafter to appeal

to the city planning commission for certification. The commission shall promptly, but in any event within sixty

days of the filing of such an appeal, either certify the application or state in writing what further information is
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days of the filing of such an appeal, either certify the application or state in writing what further information is

necessary to complete the application. If an affected borough president brings such an appeal, the affirmative

vote of five members of the commission shall be sufficient to certify the application.

§3. Severability. If any clause, sentence, paragraph, section or part of this local law or the application

thereof to any person or circumstance shall for any reason be adjudged by a court of competent jurisdiction to

be invalid, such judgment shall not affect, impair or invalidate the remainder of this local law or the application

thereof to other persons or circumstances, but shall be confined in its operation to the clause, sentence,

paragraph, section or part thereof directly involved in the controversy in which such judgment shall have been

rendered and to the person or circumstance involved.

§4.  This local law shall take effect immediately.
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