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Int. No. 586

By Council Members Clarke, Brewer, Comrie, Foster, Gerson, Gonzalez, James, Koppell, Monserrate, Palma,
Perkins, Sanders Jr., Seabrook, Vann, Weprin and Martinez

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to hazardous materials
training for the emergency medical service.

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Declaration of legislative findings and intent. According to Porter Goss, Director of the

Central Intelligence Agency, “it may only be a matter of time” before terrorists use weapons of mass

destruction against the United States. New York City, the site of two previous terrorist attacks, remains one of

the nation’s most likely targets.

The Fire Department’s Emergency Medical Service (EMS) is responsible for decontamination and

inoculation in emergency incidents involving chemical, biological, radiological or nuclear/hazardous-materials

(CBRN/Haz-Mat). Nonetheless, the EMS is insufficiently prepared to respond to CBRN/Haz-Mat incidents
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(CBRN/Haz-Mat). Nonetheless, the EMS is insufficiently prepared to respond to CBRN/Haz-Mat incidents

involving large numbers of exposed persons. For example, the president of the Uniformed EMT’s &

Paramedics has testified before the City Council that in a major incident “what we're going to be delivering is

freshly decontaminated bodies to the morgue.” Other union officials have dismissed the training provided to

most members of EMS as a “joke” and have summed up this training as “basically . . . tell[ing] the individual

that they should not go in the direction that the wind is blowing.” The rank-and-file of the EMS believe that the

FDNY is “absolutely not” adequately prepared for a large-scale CBRN/Haz-Mat incident.

The Council finds that proper training of the EMS is essential for the city’s terrorism preparedness.

Accordingly, the Council declares it reasonable and necessary to require that the EMS have sufficient numbers

of trained personnel to respond to a large-scale CBRN/Haz-Mat incident.

§2. Chapter one of title 15 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a

new section 15-129 to read as follows:

§15-129 Emergency medical service hazardous materials training. The department shall assess the

number of trained emergency medical service personnel, and the level of training, required to decontaminate

and inoculate at any large scale terrorist incident involving chemical, biological, radiological or

nuclear/hazardous-materials, and shall train sufficient personnel to respond to any such incidents.

§3. This local law shall take effect 90 days after its enactment into law.
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