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Int. No. 562

By Council Members Baez, Brewer, Comrie, Gennaro, Gerson, Gonzalez, James, Koppell, Liu, Lopez,
Martinez, Nelson, Palma, Recchia Jr., Rivera, Seabrook, Stewart and Weprin

A Local Law to amend the New York city administrative code, in relation to the sale of toy or imitation
identification badges and/or shields.

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Legislative Findings of Fact and Declaration of Policy.

Toy and imitation identification badges and shields, similar to those carried by the NYPD and other law

enforcement agencies, are inexpensive and easy to purchase.  Imitation or toy identification badges may make it

possible for terrorists to get through security checkpoints or gain access to sensitive locations with alarming

ease. They also assist the commission of other crimes, such as the recent incident in Nassau County where two

men, posing as plain-clothes law enforcement officers, displayed what appeared to be police badges, pulled

over, and robbed two businessmen.
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The use of imitation identification badges and shields, or toy badges or shields that resemble actual

badges, poses a problem for our overall security and puts the entire city at risk. Once an imitation or toy

identification badge is obtained by a criminal or terrorist, it may be used to gain unauthorized access to secure

government buildings or to commit other crimes. Therefore, legislation prohibiting the sale of imitation or toy

identification badges, unless they are readily identified as such, is necessary in order to safeguard the public

from the dangerous consequences that may result when imitation or toy identification badges are perceived as

real.

§2. Chapter one of title fourteen of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended to add a

new section 14-107.1, to read as follows:

§14-107.1  Unlawful Sale of Toy or Imitation Identification Badges.

a. Definitions.  For purposes of this section, “identification badge” shall mean a badge or shield of metal or

other composition, to be worn by any person for the purpose of establishing his or her identity or right to be

in or on any premises.

b. Prohibition.  It shall be unlawful for any person to sell or offer for sale any toy or imitation identification

badge which substantially duplicates or can reasonably be perceived to be an actual identification badge

unless:

b. (a) the entire exterior surface of such toy or imitation identification badge is colored  bright red, bright

orange, bright yellow, bright green, bright blue, bright pink or bright purple, either singly or as the

predominant color in combination with other colors in any pattern; and

b. (b) such toy or imitation identification badge does not have the name or insignia of any law enforcement

agency or other entity stamped thereon.

§3. This local law shall take effect sixty days after it shall be enacted.
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