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Int. No. 554

By Council Members Vallone Jr., Reyna, Baez, Comrie, Dilan, Fidler, Foster, Gennaro, Gerson, Gioia,
Gonzalez, James, Jennings, Koppell, Liu, Martinez, McMahon, Nelson, Quinn, Stewart, Vann and Weprin

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the New York
City Housing Authority, in consultation with the New York City Police Department, to install video security
cameras at each housing development operated by the Housing Authority.

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section One. Chapter one of title fourteen of the administrative code of the city of New York is

amended to add a new section 14-152, to read as follows:

§14-152. The installation and operation of video security cameras in housing developments operated by

the New York City Housing Authority.

a. Definitions.  The following terms shall have the following meanings:

(i) “Housing Development” shall mean a group or collection of buildings operated by the New York
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City housing authority as a unit with a distinct name in a defined geographic area.

(ii) “VIPER” shall mean the closed circuit television monitoring system operated by the New York City

Police Department, also know as the Video Interactive Patrol Enhanced Response.

b. Installation and Operation of Video Security Cameras. The New York City housing authority, in

consultation with the New York City police department, shall install video security cameras at each

housing development operated by the authority. Such cameras shall be placed at the entrance and exit

doors of each building within each development and may be placed in any other area of the

development where individuals do not have a reasonable expectation of privacy. With regard to those

cameras placed in areas of the development other than the entrance and exit doors of each building, the

number, type, placement, and location of such cameras shall be within the discretion of the housing

authority, in consultation with the police department. Making allowances for the budget and fiscal

priorities of the authority, every effort shall be made to install VIPER cameras at each development.

c. Monitoring and Maintenance of Security Cameras. The housing authority, in consultation with the

police department, shall be responsible for monitoring the cameras installed at each development. The

housing authority, in conjunction with the police department, is also responsible for the maintenance

and upkeep of the cameras installed at each development.

d. Security Analysis and Review. The housing authority, in consultation with the police department, shall

conduct a security analysis and security review of each development operated by the authority within two

years from date of enactment of this local law, and shall, within twenty-six months of enactment of this

local law, provide the Council with a list indicating the order in which developments shall receive such

cameras.

e. Rules and Regulations. The New York City housing authority, in conjunction with the New York City police

department, shall promulgate rules and regulations that account for monitoring, maintaining and upkeeping

the cameras as well as for accessing, archiving, monitoring, reproducing, destroying and erasing filmed

material from video security cameras, and such rules shall also incorporate penalties for any personnel who
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material from video security cameras, and such rules shall also incorporate penalties for any personnel who

violate these regulations.

§2. This local law shall take effect 60 days after its enactment into law.
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