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Int. No. 388

By Council Members Yassky, Perkins, Addabbo, Barron, Brewer, Clarke, Comrie, Gentile, Gonzalez, Jackson, James, Koppell, Liu,
Martinez, Monserrate, Palma, Quinn, Reed, Reyna, Rivera, Seabrook, Stewart and Avella

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to including candidates for justice of the supreme
court, surrogate’s court or civil court in the New York City voluntary Campaign Finance Program.

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1.  Subdivisions 1 and 10 of section 3-702 of the administrative code of the city of New York are amended to read as

follows:

1. The term "participating candidate" shall mean any candidate for nomination for election, or election, to the office of

mayor, public advocate, comptroller, borough president, justice of the supreme court, surrogate’s court or civil court, or member of

the city council who files a written certification pursuant to section 3-703 of this chapter.

10. The term "covered election" shall mean any primary, runoff primary, special, or general election for nomination for
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election, or election, to the office of mayor, public advocate, comptroller, borough president, justice of the supreme court, surrogate’s

court or civil court, or member of the city council.

§2.  Paragraphs (b) and (f) of subdivision 1 of section 3-703 of the administrative code of the city of New York are amended

to read as follows:

(b) be a candidate for mayor, public advocate, comptroller, borough president, justice of the supreme court, surrogate’s court

or civil court, or member of the city council in a primary, special, or general election and meet the threshold for eligibility set forth in

subdivision two of this section;

(f) not accept and his or her principal committee and any other political committee authorized by such candidate must not

accept, either directly or by transfer, any contribution or contributions from any one individual, partnership, political committee,

employee organization or other entity for all covered elections held in the same calendar year in which he or she is a participating

candidate which in the aggregate: (i) for the office of mayor, public advocate or comptroller, shall exceed four thousand five hundred

dollars, or (ii) for borough president, justice of the supreme court, surrogate’s court or county-wide justice of the civil court, shall

exceed three thousand five hundred dollars, or, (iii) for member of the city council or district-wide justice of the civil court, shall

exceed two thousand five hundred dollars; provided that a candidate and his or her authorized committees may accept additional

contributions which do not exceed one half the amount of the applicable limitation for any run-off primary election, additional day for

voting held pursuant to section 3-108 of the election law <http://www.westlaw.com/Find/Default.wl?rs=

1.0&vr=2.0&DB=1000300&DocName=NYELS3-108&FindType=L>, special election to fill a vacancy, or election held pursuant to

court order which is a covered election and in which the candidate seeks nomination for election or election; and provided further that

if state law prescribes a contribution limitation of a lesser amount, this paragraph shall not be deemed to authorize acceptance of a

contribution in excess of such lesser amount. The maximum contributions set forth in this paragraph shall be adjusted in accordance

with subdivision seven of this section;

§3.  Subparagraphs (iii) and (iv) of paragraph (a) of subdivision 2 of section 3-703 of the administrative code of the city of

New York are amended to read as follows:

(iii) borough president, justice of the supreme court, surrogate’s court or county-wide justice of the civil court, an amount

equal to the number of persons living in such borough or judicial district as determined by the last census multiplied by two cents in

matchable contributions including at least one hundred matchable contributions of ten dollars or more from residents of the borough

or judicial district, or ten thousand dollars, whichever is greater; and
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(iv) member of the city council or district-wide justice of the civil court, not less than five thousand dollars in matchable

contributions including at least fifty matchable contributions of ten dollars or more from residents of the district in which the seat is to

be filled[, except that in regularly scheduled city council elections held in the year two thousand three at least seventy-five matchable

contributions of ten dollars or more shall be required from residents of the borough or boroughs in which such council district is

located].

§4.  Subdivision 7 of section 3-705 of the Administrative Code of the City of New York is amended to read as follows:

7. Notwithstanding any provision of this section to the contrary, the amount of public funds payable to a participating

candidate on the ballot in any covered election shall not exceed one quarter of the maximum public funds payment otherwise

applicable under subdivision two of this section, unless:

(a) the participating candidate is opposed by another participating candidate who has qualified to receive public funds in

such election; or

(b) the participating candidate is opposed by a candidate and the board has determined that such other candidate and his or

her authorized committees have spent or contracted or have obligated to spend, or received in loans or contributions, or both, an

amount which, in the aggregate, exceeds one-fifth of the applicable expenditure limit for such office fixed by subdivision one of

section 3-706 of this chapter for participating candidates; or

(c) the participating candidate has submitted a signed statement attesting to the need and stating the reason for additional

public funds in such election, in which case the board shall publish such statement at the time such additional public funds are paid,

including on the board's internet website. This paragraph shall not apply to participating candidates who are candidates for

nomination for election, or election, to any judicial office.

If any of the conditions described in paragraph (a), (b) or (c) occur in such election, the board shall pay any and all additional

public funds due to the participating candidate up to the maximum total payment applicable in such election under subdivisions two

or six of this section or subdivision three of section 3-706 of this chapter, except for participating candidates who are candidates for

nomination for election, or election, to any judicial office, in which case such conditions described in paragraph (a) or (b) must occur

to receive such maximum total payment.

§5.  Paragraph (a) of subdivision 1 and subdivision 2 of section 3-706 of the administrative code of the city of New York are

amended to read as follows:

(a)  Except as provided in paragraph (b) of this subdivision, in each primary election, in each special election to fill a

The New York City Council Printed on 3/12/2026Page 3 of 5

powered by Legistar™

http://www.legistar.com/


File #: Int 0388-2004, Version: *

vacancy, and in each general election, expenditures by a participating candidate and his or her principal committee for one of the

following offices shall not exceed the following amounts:

mayor: $4,000,000

public advocate or comptroller: $2,500,000

borough president, justice of the supreme court, surrogate’s court

or county-wide justice of the civil court: $   900,000

member of the city council or district-wide justice of the civil court: $   105,000

2.  The following limitations apply to all expenditures made by a candidate and his or her principal committee in the calendar

year preceding the year of the election for which such candidate chooses to participate in the public funding provisions of this chapter

and to expenditures made at any time prior to such date for services, materials, facilities, advertising or other things of value received,

rendered, published, distributed or broadcast in such calendar year.  Such expenditures by a participating candidate for one of the

following offices and his or her principal committee shall not exceed the following amounts:

mayor, public advocate or comptroller: $180,000

borough president, justice of the supreme court, surrogate’s court

or county-wide justice of the civil court: $120,000

member of the city council or district-wide justice of the civil court: $  40,000

§6.  Subdivision 6 of section 3-708 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended to read as follows:

6. The board shall publicize, as it deems appropriate, the names of candidates for nomination or election to the offices of

mayor, public advocate, comptroller, borough president, justice of the supreme court, surrogate’s court or civil court, or city council

who violate any of the provisions of this chapter.

§7.  Sections 2 and 5 of this local law shall not have any effect on any inflationary adjustments made prior to the effective

date of this law pursuant to subdivision 7 of section 3-703 or paragraph (e) of subdivision 1 of section 3-706 of the administrative

code.  Additionally, any such inflationary adjustments shall be applied to judicial participating candidates in full upon the effective

date of this local law.

§8.  This local law shall take effect immediately.
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