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Int. No. 232

By Council Members Weprin, Gentile, Jackson, Liu, Martinez and Stewart

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the approval and
disapproval of building permits.

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Article 19 of title 27 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by
adding a new section 27-198.4 to read as follows:

§27-198.4 Approval of plans and permit applications where there are unpaid fines or penalties. a.

Except as otherwise provided in subdivision b of this section, no person may (i) file any plans pursuant to

article nine of this subchapter, or (ii) apply for any permits pursuant to articles ten through nineteen of this

subchapter, where any owner, lessee or owner of shares allocated to a dwelling unit has failed to pay any fine or

monetary penalty imposed pursuant to chapter one of title twenty-six, chapter one of title twenty-seven of this
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code or chapter three of title twenty-seven of this code, or has failed to correct any violation of such chapters,

where such owner, lessee or owner of shares owns, leases or has an interest in the property that is the subject of

such plans or permit application; nor may any person apply for any permits pursuant to articles ten through

nineteen of this subchapter, where it is determined that upon a review of the records at the department that any

officer or employee of the department authorized by the commissioner to conduct an inspection of the property

that is the subject of such plans or permit application, in response to a complaint received by the department

could not gain access or was denied access, in any combination, after two attempts to gain such access on

different dates with regards to such complaint.

b. The commissioner may approve plans or issue permits referred to in subdivision a of this section if

such owner, lessee or owner of shares allocated to a dwelling unit has submitted valid proof of payment or

proof of a payment agreement which will result in the satisfaction of all outstanding fines and penalties within

six months from the filing of the plans or submission of the permit application, and the commissioner finds that

the approval of the plans or the issuance of the permit (i) is necessary to correct the condition that resulted in

the imposition of the fine or penalty; or (ii) is necessary to eliminate an unsafe or hazardous condition;

provided, however, that such approval shall be withdrawn and the permit revoked in the event of a default in

the repayment agreement.

c. Where the department has failed to gain access as described in subdivision a of this section, the

commissioner may allow the owner, lessee or owner of shares, or an authorized representative thereof, to

provide access to an officer or employee of the department authorized by the commissioner to conduct an

inspection, and in the event such inspection, no new violations are issued pursuant to this inspection, and all of

the other conditions of subdivision a of this section are met, the department may also approve plans or issue

permits referred to in subdivision a of this section.

d. Upon the submission of plans or requests for permits pursuant to subdivision a of this section, the

department shall undertake to ascertain whether any of the principals with at least a twenty percent ownership
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interest in the property that is the subject of such plans or permit application have any outstanding fines or

violations imposed pursuant to chapter one of title twenty-six, chapter one of title twenty-seven or chapter three

of title twenty-seven of the code.

§2. This local law shall take effect immediately.
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