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A Local Law to amend the New York city charter, in relation to enforcing regulations against illegal parking in
spaces reserved for people with disabilities by establishing a program to train and authorize volunteers to gather
photographic evidence proving such violations.

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1.  Subdivision a of section 2903 of the New York city charter is amended by adding a new

paragraph (17-a) to read as follows:

(17-a)  Establish a program to utilize volunteers to report violations of section 1203-c of the New York

state vehicle and traffic law in accordance with section 1203-f of the New York state vehicle and traffic law.

(a) Each such volunteer shall be authorized to survey handicapped parking spaces for the purpose of

photographing vehicles illegally parked in handicapped spaces, the license plate of such vehicle, the
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handicapped parking sign, the blue striping or other official markings designating said parking space.

(b) The commissioner shall (i) issue identification cards to such volunteers with names and pictures

affixed thereto to be used in the event that police officers need more identification from the volunteer, (ii)

establish schedules to allow for the placement of people in various areas of the city on different days on a

rotating basis so as to not leave any areas unpatrolled or duplicated, (iii) create a system of reminder letters to

people who are cited for handicapped parking violations, (iv) require volunteers to wear large badges

identifying them as part of the volunteer task force with an identification number corresponding to a list of

volunteers kept by the department, (v) require volunteers to participate in and complete a training program of

no less than two hours in length and, (vi) provide cameras and film to volunteers.

(c) When photographs are taken by volunteers the following shall apply:

(1) Only the department shall process or contract to process all of the film submitted by volunteers,

except in cases where the camera used was instant.

(2) Any photographs evidencing a violation are to be made available for inspection in any proceeding to

adjudicate the liability for such violation.

(3) A certificate, sworn to or affirmed by a technician employed by the department, or a facsimile

thereof based upon inspection of photographs produced from film submitted by volunteers, shall be prima facie

evidence of the facts contained therein and may serve as the basis for issuing a notice of violation for illegally

parking in a handicapped space.

(4) The use of such a photograph for any purpose other than as evidence of a handicapped parking

violation shall be prohibited.

(d) Any notice of violation issued pursuant to this paragraph shall:

(1) Be sent by first class mail to each person alleged to be liable as an owner for a violation of a

handicapped parking law and a manual or automatic record of mailing prepared in the ordinary course of

business shall be prima facie evidence of the facts contained therein.
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(2) Reference the law which was allegedly violated, and contain the name and address of the person

alleged to be liable as an owner for a violation of the handicapped parking law, the registration number of the

vehicle involved in such violation, the location where such violation took place, the date and time of such

violation, and the identification number of the volunteer who recorded the violation.

(3) Contain information advising the person charged of the manner and the time in which he or she may

contest the violation alleged in the notice, and also advise the person charged that failure to contest in the

manner and time provided shall be deemed an admission of liability and that a default judgment may be entered

thereon.

(e) The commissioner is authorized to promulgate such rules and regulations as  deemed necessary to

implement the provisions of this title.

(f) The commissioner is authorized to develop the volunteer program authorized by this paragraph in

conjunction with the police department, the department of finance, and the New York state department of motor

vehicles.

§2.  This local law shall take effect ninety days after it is enacted into law.
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