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Int. No. 159

By Council Members Yassky, Koppell, McMahon, Quinn and Felder

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to unsolicited material.

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Title 16 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new

chapter 4 to read as follows:

CHAPTER 4

UNSOLICITED MATERIAL RECEPTACLES

§16-401 Unsolicited material receptacles.  a. No person shall throw, cast or distribute, or cause or permit

to be thrown, cast or distributed, any material, including, but not limited to, any handbill, circular, card,

booklet, pamphlet, placard or other advertising matter whatsoever, anywhere inside or outside of a building if

the owner or manager of such building has placed a receptacle to receive such material. Such receptacle may be
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placed either outside the front entrance or in the lobby of said building. If the receptacle is placed inside the

lobby it must be located within fifteen feet of the entrance. If the receptacle is placed outside of the main

entrance it shall be located within five feet of the entrance. When an owner installs such a receptacle, a sign

shall be immediately erected directly outside the main entrance to said building. Such sign shall state the

following in letters at least one-half inch in height: “This building is providing a receptacle for all unsolicited

material pursuant to City law. All materials must be placed in the receptacle provided. Any and all material is

prohibited from being placed inside or outside this building. A violation of this law could result in a civil

penalty of not less than $100.”

b. Any person violating the provisions of this section shall be liable for a civil penalty of not less than

one hundred dollars nor more than two hundred fifty dollars for the first violation and for a second or

subsequent violation within any twelve-month period for a civil penalty of not less than two hundred fifty

dollars nor more than five hundred dollars.

c. In the instance where a notice of violation or summonses is issued for a violation of the provisions of

this section, such process shall be returnable to the environmental control board.

d. In the event that a person fails to answer such notice of violation within a time provided for in the

notice of violation, summons or by the environmental control board, that person shall become liable for an

additional penalty not to exceed one hundred dollars for such violation.

§2. This local law shall take effect ninety days after its enactment into law.
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