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Int. No. 351
By Council Members Felder, Oddo, Comrie, Nelson, Provenzano, Seabrook, Vann, Weprin, Brewer and Gerson

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the posting of notification
of inability to deliver mail or packages.

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section One. Legislative Declaration. It is hereby declared that the posting of notification of the
inability to deliver mail on the front door of a residence creates a public safety risk. Such postings not only
notify the homeowner or resident of an attempt to deliver mail, they also notify all passersby of an unoccupied
home. Given that homes are more likely to be burglarized when residents are away, these postings can create an
easy opportunity for a potential burglar and encourage criminal activity, endangering the health, welfare and
safety of the citizens of our City.

§ 2. Chapter 1 of Title 10 of the administrative code of the city of New York is hereby amended by

adding a new section 10-119.2 to read as follows:
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§ 10-119.2.a. For purposes of this section the following terms shall have the following meanings:

1. The term “mail” shall mean any letter or package to be delivered to an addressee through either a

public or private postal system.

2. The term “intended recipient” shall mean the person or entity to whom the mail is addressed or any

such person evincing access to the addressed premises.

3. The term “usual mail delivery receptacle” shall mean the addressee’s designated mailbox or door

mail slot.

b. It shall be unlawful for any person or entity that delivers mail to post notification of inability to deliver mail

in a manner conspicuous to persons other than the intended recipient of such mail. Such unlawful methods of

posting shall include, but not be limited to, posting on the front door of a residence. Any person or entity

delivering such mail shall, where practicable, place such notification in or through the usual mail delivery

receptacle where it is inconspicuous to all but the intended recipient.

§3. This local law shall take effect 120 days after its enactment into law.
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