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Int. No. 354

By Council Members Gerson, DeBlasio, the Public Advocate (Ms. Gotbaum), Avella, Felder, Fidler, Koppell,
Nelson, Sanders, Seabrook, Serrano, Quinn and Moskowitz

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the prevention of noisy
and offensive motorcycles.

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section one. Legislative Declaration.  As a global center of commerce and culture, New York City is a

bustling whirlwind of activity, yet it is also the home to millions of residents.  For the many New Yorkers who

live in the midst of this metropolis, sometimes the excitement and vitality of the City can become just plain

noisy, particularly in the case of motorcycles.

One of the primary contributors to the problem of chronic noise throughout the City is the motorcycle,

particularly one in which the muffler has been altered.  A properly functioning muffler will successfully prevent

and minimize the emission of excessive or unusual noise from a vehicle; however, the common practice of
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removing or altering a motorcycle’s muffler by, for example, tampering with baffle plates or other internal

parts, or modifying the exhaust system in a way that amplifies the noise emitted by the vehicle, creates an

excessive, unnecessary and preventable nuisance.

Bike owners who engage in such a practice convert their motorcycles into vehicles that are more

appropriate for a racetrack than a city street.   At various times of the day and night, many City residents are

disturbed by the loud and disruptive sound of revving motorcycle engines.  These engines can produce

deafening decibel levels, violating the City’s Noise Control Code, which are often compounded by the

numerous car alarms that are set off as the un-muffled motorcycles race through the streets.  These extremely

offensive noise levels greatly reduce the quality of life of City residents and severely compromise the

enjoyment of their homes, workplaces, and recreational and outdoor activities.

Thirty years ago, when the comprehensive New York City Noise Control Code was enacted, it was

declared as public policy of the City that “….every person is entitled to ambient noise levels that are not

detrimental to life,  health and enjoyment of his or her property…” and that “…the making, creation or

maintenance of excessive and unreasonable noises within the city affects and is a menace to public health,

comfort, convenience, safety, welfare and the prosperity of the people of the city.”  This section aims to

advance the public policy expressed therein and to improve the quality of life for all New Yorkers by targeting

those individuals who create and subject others to excessive, unnecessary and preventable noise.

§ 2. Subchapter 5 of Chapter 2 of Title 24 of the administrative code of the city of New York is hereby

amended by adding a new section 24-232.1 to read as follows:

§ 24-232.1.a. No person shall operate a motorcycle on any public street or highway which is: (1) not

equipped with a muffler to prevent excessive or unusual noise;  (2) equipped with a muffler from which the

baffle plates or screens have been removed or altered;  (3) equipped with an exhaust device without internal

baffles, known as “straight pipes”; or  (4) equipped with an exhaust system that has been modified in a manner

that will amplify or increase the noise emitted by the motor of such vehicle above that emitted by the exhaust
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system originally installed on the vehicle.

§ 3. Section 24-257 of Subchapter 8 of Chapter 2 of Title 24 of the administrative code of the city of

New York is hereby amended to read as follows:

Violations Civil Penalties First Violation Maximum

24-232.1 800 400 1,500

§ 4.  This local law shall take effect 120 days after its enactment into law.
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