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Int. No. 270

By Council Members Perkins, Baez, Barron, Boyland, Clarke, Comrie, Dilan, Gerson, Jackson, Martinez, Reed, Sanders, Stewart,
Vann and Yassky

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to police interrogations.

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section one. Declaration of legislative findings and intent. The recent allegations of coerced confessions by the

five youths who now say they were wrongly convicted in the rape and savage beating of a woman in Central

Park, have prompted the case to be reopened and raised serious questions and doubts surrounding the

procedures employed in stationhouse police interrogations.  The defendants, who thirteen years ago confessed

to taking part in the attack, now charge that those confessions were the result of coercive tactics employed by

the authorities.  Additionally, the defendants, who were just teenagers at the time, did not have the option or

benefit of the precise, and potentially exonerating, DNA testing that we now have at our disposal today.  The

recent admission of a convicted killer and rapist, Matias Reyes, that he acted alone in the horrific attack on the
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woman known as the Central Park Jogger, an assertion recently bolstered by DNA tests that link him to the

crime, have compelled an immediate re-examination and re-evaluation of the policies and procedures employed

during police interrogations.  This local law recognizes that for both the police and the suspect being

interrogated, a neutral observer such as a video camera, can be a beneficial witness to preserve the integrity of

the interaction and provide an unbiased account of the activity that takes place in the interrogation room.  Had

there been such a law in place in 1989, the allegations raised today could have been much more easily and

effectively proven or disproven, and may have spared years of uncertainty and perhaps, years of unjust

conviction and incarceration.

§2. Chapter 1 of Title 14 of the administrative code of the City of New York is hereby amended to add a new

section 14-151 to read as follows:

§14-151.a. All interrogations of suspects, in police custody, shall be recorded, in their entirety, on videotape of

reasonable clarity and audibility.  Thereafter, the videotapes shall be sealed, whereupon such videotapes shall

be unsealed and made available only where they are required for production for trial, evidentiary purposes, or

where the individual who is the subject of the videotape, or his representative, requests such tape.  All sealed

videotapes representing interrogations shall be preserved for at least ten years in such a manner as to maintain

the clarity and audibility of the videotape.

b. The introduction into evidence of the confession of a suspect, made to a law enforcement officer during the

interrogation process and documented on videotape, shall be accompanied by the corroborating videotape.

§3. This local law shall take effect sixty days after its enactment into law.
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