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Int. No. 182

By Council Members Weprin, Gennaro, Reyna and Liu

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York in relation to defining who may submit
complaints regarding inspections of one- or two-family dwellings and increasing the penalty for refusing to
allow access for inspection of such dwellings.

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Section 27-2094 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended to read as

follows:

§27-2094 Inspection of one- and two-family dwellings, voluntary registration of owner-occupant;

definition of a signed complaint. a. Notwithstanding any other provision of this charter, the department, its

officers or inspectors, shall have no authority to inspect a one- or two-family dwelling, at least one dwelling

unit of which is owner-occupied, for violations of this code, unless the department has received a [signed]

complaint signed by an individual relating to conditions in such dwelling or has a warrant for such inspection.

b. The owner of a one- or two-family dwelling who occupies a dwelling unit in such dwelling, may
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b. The owner of a one- or two-family dwelling who occupies a dwelling unit in such dwelling, may

notify the department of such owner-occupancy, without payment of a fee, by filing a form to be prescribed by

the department including the following information:

(1) An identification of the premises by street number or by such other description as will

enable the department to locate the dwelling; and

 (2) An identification of the owner by name, residence, and business address; and

 (3) A statement that he or she is the owner-occupant of the premises.

c. For purposes of this section, the phrase "complaint signed by an individual" as listed in

subdivision a shall be defined to include the signature of a council member, district manager, or community

board chair person. In order to file a complaint signed by any of the above public officials, an accompanying

affidavit stating that the complaint was written after receipt by the public official of a written, signed complaint

from an individual with knowledge of the facts that lead them to believe that the building to be inspected is

illegally occupied as well as a written list of the facts that lead the complainant to believe the building is

illegally occupied.

§2. Section 27-2119 of such code is amended to read as follows:

§27-2119 Penalties; refusal to admit and interference with inspection; failure to submit reports. a.

Any person who refuses entry, or access to an officer or inspector of the department to any premises or part

thereof that the officer or inspector is lawfully authorized to inspect, or who unreasonably interferes with an

authorized inspection; or (2) who fails to file any report or other paper which such person is required to file,

under this code, except a statement of registration or other paper under article two of subchapter four of this

chapter, shall be guilty of an offense, punishable by a fine of not more than fifty dollars, or by imprisonment for

not more than thirty days, or both such fine and imprisonment.

b. Any person who refuses entry or access to an officer or inspector of the department pursuant to

section 27-2094 of this code, shall be guilty of an offense, punishable by a fine pursuant to section 26-126.1 of
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this code, or by  imprisonment for not more than thirty days, or both such fine and imprisonment.

§3. This local law shall take effect immediately.
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