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Res. No. 1064

Resolution calling upon the New York State Legislature to pass and the Governor to sign the A1436/S222, the
Separation of Children Accountability Act (SCAR), which would require agencies and contractors with the
state to disclose information about the unaccompanied children in their care every 15 days.

By The Public Advocate (Mr. Williams) and Council Members Rosenthal, Levin, Chin and Cornegy

Whereas, In January 2017, a coalition of advocacy organizations including the American Immigration

Council filed a complaint with the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) regarding the systematic refusal

and denial of entry to asylum seekers at border crossings into the United States; and

Whereas, Shortly thereafter, the Trump Administration cancelled the Central American Minors Program

(CAM) which had been started in November 2014 under President Obama to allow parents lawfully in the

United States to apply for refugee or parolee status for their children residing in El Salvador, Guatemala and

Honduras due to the rising insecurity and the prevalence of widespread violence and gang activity in the region;
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and

Whereas, The Trump Administration considered establishing family separation policies as a deterrent to

immigration weeks after his inauguration in January 2017 and the policy was formally announced by Attorney

General Jeff Sessions on April 6, 2018, which directed federal prosecutors to the adoption of a “zero-tolerance

policy for all offenses” related to improper entry into the United States despite the objections and concerns

expressed by over 200 child welfare organizations, the American Academy of Pediatrics and the American Civil

Liberties Union among many others; and

Whereas, The policy enacted by the Trump Administration lacked a reunification plan for the families it

separated and did not accurately track the children removed from their families, which exacerbated a

humanitarian crisis that continues to persist today, nearly a year after the formal ending of the program with the

signing of an executive order on June 20, 2018; and

Whereas, Under the policy more than 2,737 children were separated from their parents and between

March and July 2018 and it is likely that thousands more were separated prior to the Federal District Court

ordered accounting of the children in June 2018, according to the Office of Refugee Resettlement; and

Whereas, The Department of Health and Human Services admits in a January 2019 report on separated

children placed in their care, the challenge of identifying and locating children due to the lack of an “existing,

integrated data system to track families” across federal agencies and therefore, the total numbers and

whereabouts of separated children will likely never be fully known; and

Whereas, According to Mayor de Blasio in June 2018, the Cayuga Center in Harlem, an organization

that provides services for temporary foster and unaccompanied children, had at least 243 children come through

their program from federal custody with smaller numbers of children at other agencies in the city and the

Department of Health and Human Services and Department of Homeland Security resisted providing more

information to local officials about the children sent to New York City; and

Whereas, The Separation of Children Accountability Act (SCAR) would require the reporting on

numbers of separated children in the custody of and being released from the care of facilities in New York State
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numbers of separated children in the custody of and being released from the care of facilities in New York State

every 15 days, so that advocates and policy makers can have the information they need to effectively assist

these children; now, therefore, be it

Resolved, The New York City Council calls upon the New York State Legislature to pass and the

Governor to sign the A1436/S222, the Separation of Children Accountability Act (SCAR), which would which

would require agencies and contractors with the state to disclose information about the unaccompanied children

in their care every 15 days.

N.O.
March 26, 2019
LS 10,156
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