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Int. No. 1597

By Council Members Levin, Dromm, Barron, Rose, Johnson, Deutsch, Kallos, Rosenthal, Koslowitz, Vacca,
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A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring that the
department of homeless services recognize time spent in foster care as homelessness for the purpose of meeting
rental voucher eligibility requirements

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Chapter 1 of title 21 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding
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a new section 21-139 to read as follows:

§ 21-139 Rental assistance for foster care youth. a. Definitions. For the purposes of this section, the

following terms have the following meanings:

Foster care youth. The term “foster care youth” means a young person who was placed in an out-of-

home placement with the administration for children’s services after the filing of a petition in family court

pursuant to article 3, 7, 10, 10-a, 10-b or 10-c of the family court act or section 358-a or 384-b of the social

services law.

Rental assistance program. The term “rental assistance program” means any city rental assistance

program that is designed to help homeless individuals by subsidizing rent in which the human resources

administration or the department of homeless services determines eligibility including, but not limited, to the

LINC Rental Assistance Programs for Families with Children as defined in section 7.01 of title 68 of the New

York codes, rules and regulations, the LINC Rental Assistance Programs for Single Adults and Adult Families

as defined in section 7.10 of title 68 of the New York codes, rules and regulations, the Living in Communities

Family and Friend Rental Assistance Program as defined in section 7.18 of title 68 of the New York codes, rules

and regulations, the CITYFEPS Programs as defined in section 8.01 8 of title 68 of the New York codes, rules

and regulations and the Special Exit and Prevention Supplement Program as defined in section 8.1 of title 68

the New York codes, rules and regulations.

b. Rental assistance program eligibility. For any foster care youth or former foster care youth who is 24

years old or younger, including a foster care youth or former foster care youth adopted or under guardianship at

or after the age of 16, the department shall consider the time such youth spent in foster care as homelessness

when determining such youth’s eligibility for rental assistance programs when such eligibility is dependent on

having spent time residing in the city shelter system.

§ 2. This local law takes effect 120 days after it becomes law, except that the commissioner of homeless

services may take such measures as are necessary for the implementation of this local law, including the
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promulgation of rules, before such date.
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