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Int. No. 652

By Council Members Dromm, Rose and Rodriguez

A Local Law to amend the New York City Charter, in relation to records access by council members.

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Section 1134 of the New York City Charter is amended to read as follows:

§1134. Transmission of reports and records to council. a. The head of each agency shall promptly

transmit to the council copies of all final reports or studies which the charter or other law requires the agency or

any official thereof to prepare. The head of each agency shall also promptly transmit to the council copies of all

final audits, audit reports and evaluations of such agency prepared by state or federal officials or by private

parties.

b. Within five business days of receipt of a written request from a council member for reasonably

described records, as defined by subdivision four of section 86 of the public officers law, to be used in

furtherance of his or her official duties, the records access officer designated by each agency shall make such

records available to the council member, deny such request in writing, or furnish a written acknowledgement of
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records available to the council member, deny such request in writing, or furnish a written acknowledgement of

the receipt of such request and a statement of the approximate date, which shall be reasonable under the

circumstances of the request, when such request will be granted or denied. If an agency determines to grant a

request in whole or in part, and if circumstances prevent disclosure to the council member within ten business

days from the date of the acknowledgement of the receipt of the request, the agency shall state, in writing, both

the reason for the inability to grant the request within ten business days and a date certain within a reasonable

period, depending on the circumstances, when the request will be granted in whole or in part. For purposes of

requests made pursuant to this section, an agency may withhold information on the grounds set forth in

subdivision two of section 87 of the public officers law. A council member who is denied access to a record or

records may within five business days appeal in writing such denial to the agency's records access appeals

officer, who shall within five business days of receipt of such appeal fully explain in writing to the council

member the reasons for further denial, or provide access to the record or records sought. Failure by an agency

to conform to the provisions of this section shall constitute a denial. A council member who is denied access to

a record or records in an appeal determination may bring a proceeding for review of such denial pursuant to

article seventy-eight of the civil practice law and rules.

§2. This local law shall take effect thirty days following the date of its enactment.
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