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Res. No. 477

Resolution calling on the New York State Legislature to pass, and the Governor to sign, A.8702/S.6716, which
would create the Empire State Music Production Credit.

By Council Members Levin, Chin, Espinal, Lander and Constantinides

Whereas, New York City has been the epicenter of the American music industry for over a century; and

Whereas, New York City is the birthplace of many genres of music, such as hip-hop, salsa, and disco,

and other genres, such as jazz, rock, and musical theatre have also thrived here; and

Whereas, According to a 2014 article in the New York Times titled “Music Industry Pushes for New York Tax Credits Like

Film Industry’s,” some music industry figures worry that New York City’s prominence in the music industry is beginning to fade as

other states are creating incentives for musicians to produce their music in their home state; and

Whereas, Tennessee, Georgia, Louisiana, California, and Texas, as well as certain cities in Canada, have all begun to offer

some sort of tax benefit or other financial incentive to increase music production in their localities; and

Whereas, According to the article, it might cost $10,000 to produce an album in New York City whereas in other cities and

states it could cost as low as $4,500; and

Whereas, In 2005, the Council passed legislation to provide a film and television industry tax credit to help lure film
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Whereas, In 2005, the Council passed legislation to provide a film and television industry tax credit to help lure film

productions back to the City and counter the flight of production jobs to more affordable and profitable locales and municipalities;

and

Whereas, According to the NYC Mayor's Office of Film, Theatre and Broadcasting, production days in the City increased

from 23,321 in 2004, the year before the credit was enacted, to 34,718 in 2006, the first year the credit was enacted; and

Whereas, The film tax credit was so successful in bringing film production back to the City that the maximum allocation of

credits were expended by mid-2009; and

Whereas, The City’s music artists deserve the same type of incentive to produce their music locally rather than being forced

to travel outside the State to find affordable production services; and

Whereas, The Empire State Music Production Credit would provide companies and individuals who record and produce

music in New York State with a tax credit of up to 20% of the qualified production costs; and

Whereas, The program’s initial maximum allocation of credits would be $60 million dollars per tax year; and

Whereas, Establishing such a tax credit will allow for more music recording and production to occur in New York City,

thereby generating tax revenue, economic activity and good jobs for New York; now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls upon the New York State Legislature to pass, and the Governor to

sign, A.8702/S.6716, which would create the Empire State Music Production Credit.
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