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Int. No. 544

By Council Members Chin, Rivera, Fidler, Mendez, Comrie, Brewer and Koslowitz

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the purchase of
counterfeit goods.

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Title ten of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new

chapter 9, to read as follows:

Chapter 9. COUNTERFEIT TRADEMARKS.

§10-901. Definitions.
§10-902. Purchase of Counterfeit Trademarks Illegal.

§ 10-901. Definitions. For the purposes of this chapter the following terms shall have the following

meanings: a. “Person” shall mean a human being, a public corporation, a private corporation, an
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unincorporated association, a partnership, proprietorship, or any other kind of entity or business organization.

b. “Purchase” shall mean to obtain ownership or possession of a tangible item in exchange for money or

any other form of valuable consideration.

c. “Trademark” shall mean any word, name, symbol, or device, or any combination thereof (i) that is

adopted and used by a person or company to identify goods made by a person or company; (ii) that

distinguishes such goods from those manufactured or sold by others; and (iii) that is in use and that is

registered, filed, or recorded under the laws of the State of New York, any other state, or with the United States

Patent and Trademark Office.

d. “Counterfeit trademark” shall mean a spurious trademark or an imitation of a trademark that is used

to identify goods made by a person or company and that is identical to or substantially indistinguishable from a

trademark as defined in this section. It does not include any authorized use of a trademark or imitations of

trade dress or packaging such as color, shape and the like unless those features have been registered as

trademarks as defined in this section.

§10-902.   Purchase of Counterfeit Trademarks Illegal.

a. Prohibition. No person shall purchase a tangible item containing a counterfeit trademark when such

person knows or should have known such trademark is counterfeit for reasons including, but not limited to, the

quality and price of the purchased item, and/or the condition of the seller and the sale location.

b. Penalties.

1. Any violation of the provisions of this section shall be deemed a Class A misdemeanor punishable by

a term of imprisonment not to exceed one year and a fine not to exceed one thousand dollars, or a civil penalty

not to exceed one thousand dollars for each violation, or both, and such penalties shall not limit or preclude any

cause of action available to any person or entity injured or aggrieved by such violation.

2.  Each object or good purchased shall be considered a separate violation of this section.

§ 2.  This local law shall take effect immediately.
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