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Int. No. 693

By Council Members Yassky, Brewer, James, Koppell, Stewart, Weprin and Lappin (by request of the Manhattan Borough President)

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the registration of vacant buildings and lots.

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Article 2 of Title 27 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended to add a new section 27-2109.1

to read as follows:

§27-2109.1 Registration of vacant dwellings and lots. a. When used in this section:

(i) “Vacant dwelling” shall mean a dwelling or the residential portion of a mixed-use building in which no person or persons

lawfully reside.

(ii) “Vacant lot” shall mean a parcel of real property that has no lawful structures on it and is not being used for any lawful

purpose.

b. The owner of a vacant dwelling that shall have been vacant for more than ninety consecutive days, and each owner of a

vacant lot zoned for residential use, shall cause to be filed with the department a notarized registration statement, which shall include

the street address and block and lot number of each such vacant dwelling or lot, the names and addresses of all owners, as hereinafter

described, a vacant dwelling or vacant lot plan, and any other information deemed necessary by the department. For each such

dwelling, a registration fee as required by subdivision d of this section shall be paid to the department by January first of each year.
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c. A vacant dwelling or vacant lot plan, required to be filed pursuant to this section, must be approved by the department, and

must contain, at a minimum, information relative to one of the following:

(1) if such dwelling is to be demolished, a demolition plan indicating the proposed time frame for demolition;

(2) if such dwelling is to remain vacant, a plan for the securing of the dwelling in accordance with standards provided in this

code and any rules promulgated there under, if applicable, along with the procedure that will be used to maintain the property while

vacant, a statement of the reasons why the dwelling will be left vacant and a statement of the future plans for use of the dwelling;

(3) if the dwelling is to be returned to occupancy or use, a rehabilitation plan for the property. The implementation period for

rehabilitation plan shall not exceed one year, unless the department grants an extension upon receipt of a written statement from the

owner detailing the reasons for the extension. Any repairs, improvements or alterations to the property must comply with all

applicable provisions of law;

(4) if a vacant lot, the reason that it is vacant and a plan for the future use of the lot.

d. As of January first of each calendar year the owner of the vacant dwelling or vacant lot, shall be responsible for the

payment of the non-refundable registration fee. Said fee shall be billed by the department and be based on the duration of the vacancy

as determined by the following scale:

 (i.) No fee for properties that are vacant for less than one year;

 (ii.) One thousand dollars for properties that are vacant for one year or longer;

e. Upon a showing to the commissioner that (1) the vacant dwelling or lot is being actively marketed for sale or (2) that

permits for construction on a vacant lot have been issued or permits for rehabilitation for an existing vacant dwelling have been issued

and construction has commenced, the fees set forth in this subdivision may be waived for a period of one year. The waiver may be

extended for an additional year upon a further showing that the requirements for a waiver pursuant to this subdivision are still in

effect.

§2. This local law shall take effect ninety days after enactment.
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