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Int. No. 12

By Council Members Avella, Comrie, Fidler, Gerson, Lopez, Nelson, Seabrook, Stewart, Quinn, Martinez and Gennaro

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to prohibiting locksmiths and car dealers from
reproducing ignition keys in specific circumstances.

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Section 20-301 of the administrative code of the city of New York is hereby amended to add a new subsection (g)

to read as follows:

g. No locksmith, nor any agent or employee thereof, shall reproduce an ignition key or other device designed to operate a

lock or locks on a motor vehicle or to start a motor vehicle for any person without first obtaining from that person and making a

permanent record of: (i) proper proof of ownership of the vehicle, such as registration or title, and (ii) proper photo identification of

the person, such as a driver’s license. No locksmith, nor any agent or employee thereof, shall reproduce an ignition key or other

device designed to operate a lock or locks on a motor vehicle or to start a motor vehicle for any person solely on the basis of a motor

vehicle identification number.

***
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§2. Subchapter 15 of Chapter 2 of Title 20 of the administrative code of the city of New York is hereby amended to add a new section

20-307.1, to read as follows:

§ 20-307.1 Penalties. a. Any locksmith, or any agent or employee thereof, who violates the provision of subdivision (g) of

section 20-301 shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and punished by a fine of not more than one thousand dollars or by imprisonment not

exceeding one year, or both.

b. Any locksmith who violates the provisions of subdivision (g) of section 20-301 shall be liable for a civil penalty of not less

than five hundred dollars nor more than one thousand dollars for each violation.

***

§3. Chapter 4 of title 20 of the administrative code of the city of New York is hereby amended to add a new subchapter 12 to read as

follows:

SUBCHAPTER 12

CAR DEALERS

§ 20-698 Definitions. For the purposes of this subchapter, a “car dealer” means a person engaged in the business

of buying, selling or dealing in motor vehicles at retail or wholesale. Any person who sells, or offers for sale

more than five motor vehicles in any calendar year or who displays or permits the display of three or more

motor vehicles for sale at any one time or within any one calendar month upon premises owned or controlled

by him or her, if such vehicles were purchased, acquired or otherwise obtained by such person for the purpose

of resale, will be regarded as a car dealer.

§ 20-699 Regulations. No car dealer, nor any agent or employee thereof, shall reproduce an ignition

key or other device designed to operate a lock or locks on a motor vehicle or to start a motor vehicle for any

person without first obtaining from that person and making a permanent record of: (i) proper proof of

ownership of the vehicle, such as registration or title, and (ii) proper photo identification of the person, such as

a driver’s license. No car dealer, nor any agent or employee thereof, shall reproduce an ignition key or other

device designed to operate a lock or locks on a motor vehicle or to start a motor vehicle for any person solely

on the basis of a motor vehicle identification number.

§ 20-699.1 Penalties. a. Any car dealer, or any agent or employee thereof, who violates any provision of

this subchapter shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and punished by a fine of not more than one thousand dollars
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this subchapter shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and punished by a fine of not more than one thousand dollars

or by imprisonment not exceeding one year, or both.

b. Any car dealer who violates any provision of this subchapter or any of the regulations promulgated

hereunder shall be liable for a civil penalty of not less than five hundred dollars nor more than one thousand

dollars for each violation.

§4.  This local law shall take effect immediately.
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