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Res. No. 1673

Resolution calling upon the New York State Legislature to pass and the Governor to sign into law legislation
that would extend the deadline for voters to register for a political party and be able to vote in the 2013 primary
election for that party.

By Council Members Mark-Viverito, Barron, Chin, James, Richards, Rose, Van Bramer, Williams and
Rodriguez

Whereas, Based on voting patterns and party registration in New York City, most Council elections and

many citywide elections are decided at the time of the primary; and

Whereas, New York City will have its next local elections in the fall of 2013; and

Whereas, Under current New York State election law, the deadline to register for a political party and be

able to vote in that party’s primary in the 2013 New York City local elections was October 12, 2012; and

Whereas, The registration deadline is among the earliest in the country and fell before the 2012 general
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elections, when most voters were focused on the Presidential race and were not yet considering who they would

want to support in the 2013 local elections; and

Whereas, This means that many New Yorkers who will want to vote in the primary elections will be

unable to do so, including almost 700,000 voters who currently have no party affiliation; and

Whereas, The purpose of the deadline is to prevent party jumpers from unfairly skewing close races at

the last minute; and

Whereas, However, a less severe deadline could achieve this same goal without potentially

disenfranchising thousands of voters; now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls upon the New York State Legislature to pass

and the Governor to sign into law legislation that would extend the deadline for voters to register for a political

party and be able to vote in the 2013 primary election for that party.
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