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Int. No. 830

By Council Members Gerson, Mealy and Stewart

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to limitations on the number
of vendors of written matter in congested areas.

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1.   Legislative findings and declaration.  Under current New York City law, vending is only

permitted on sidewalks that are at least twelve feet wide.  However, New York State law permits disabled

veteran vendors with special licenses to vend on certain sidewalks in Lower Manhattan and the Midtown Core

that are only ten feet wide.  On these narrower sidewalks, due to congestion concerns, state law limits the

number of vendors permitted on each block face to either one or two, depending on the block.   While vendors

of materials protected by the First Amendment must follow certain time, place and manner restrictions, they are
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currently able to vend on any block face that is open to any other vendor.  The Council finds and declares that

an abundance of vendors on sidewalks narrower than twelve feet creates dangerous congestion and causes a

serious and immediate threat to the health and safety of the public, as is evidenced by the state law restricting

the number of vendors on these blocks.  For this reason, the Council finds it necessary to restrict the number of

vendors of First Amendment protected materials on those block faces narrower than twelve feet to the same

number as permitted to vend under New York State vending laws.

§2.  Title 20 of the Administrative Code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 20

-473.1 to read as follows:

20- 471.3 Limitations in congested areas for general vendors who exclusively vend written matter.  a.

On block faces on which vending is restricted pursuant to Sections 35-a(3) and (7) of Article 4 of the New York

State General Business law, the number of general vendors who exclusively vend written material shall be

equal to the number of vendors permitted pursuant to the aforementioned sections.

b.  The commissioner may promulgate such rules and regulations as are necessary to carry out the

provisions of this section.

§3.  This local law shall take effect ninety days after its enactment into law provided, however, that the

commissioner of consumer affairs shall take any actions necessary prior to such effective date for the

implementation of this local law including, but not limited to, the adoption of any necessary rules.
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