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Int. No. 398

By Council Members Vann, Comrie, Fidler, James, Palma, Williams, Van Bramer, Rodriguez, Levin, Nelson,
Mark-Viverito and Greenfield

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to increasing biodiversity in
sidewalk plantings.

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Legislative findings and intent. The Council finds that the planting strips on our City’s
sidewalks consist almost entirely of turf-grass, which has important negative consequences for the City. Turf-
grass requires constant watering, which taxes the City’s reservoirs. Turf-grass also typically requires costly
maintenance, such as mowing, and fertilizers and herbicides, which contribute to dangerous chemical buildup

in the City’s ground water and, eventually, the City’s surrounding waterways. The Environmental Protection
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Agency’s voluntary WaterSense program proposes a forty percent limitation of turf grass in the landscapable
area in order to advance efficient water use and protecting the United States’ finite water supply.

Utilizing native plant species would reduce the water and chemical needs of these areas. Once
established, native plants do not need pesticides, fertilizers, or watering according to the Environmental
Protection Agency, in part because native plants species have adapted to regional climate conditions. Because
native plant species require less water than turf-grass, they are more aesthetically-pleasing during the
increasingly common periods of extreme temperature; they are also more likely to survive these periods.
Moreover, during heavy rainfall, native plants can absorb stormwater better than turf-grass, which has a
shallow root-system and easily floods. Therefore, native sidewalk plantings will better aid the City’s
stormwater management capabilities.

In sum, increasing the biodiversity of sidewalk plantings will result in the decrease demand for reservoir
water, reduce maintenance costs, reduce chemicals in our waterways, and increase the stormwater absorption
capabilities of sidewalks. The Council, therefore, finds that it is in the best interests of the City to increase the
biodiversity of our sidewalks.

§ 2. Chapter 1 of title 18 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a

section 18-141 to read as follows:

§ 18-141. Biodiversity in sidewalk plantings. a. Turf grass, defined as hybridized non-native grasses

that, when regularly mowed, form a dense growth of leaf blades and roots, shall not be permitted on sidewalk

planting strips. The department shall promulgate rules to determine the time period over which those sidewalk

planting strips currently using turf-erass must switch to native species.

b. The selection of plants intended to increase biodiversity shall be guided by the New York city

department of parks and recreation greenbelt native plant center wetlands species lists and such other sources as

the department deems appropriate.

§ 3. This local law shall take effect ninety days after its enactment, except that the commissioner
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of parks and recreation shall take such measures, including the promulgation of rules, as are necessary for its

implementation prior to such effective date.
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