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Int. No. 580

By Council Members Gerson, James, Koppell, Stewart and Weprin

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to publishing a guide
instructing businesses of the rules and regulations governing operation of certain businesses.

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Legislative Findings and Declaration.

The Council finds that city business owners often feel unfairly scrutinized by City agencies charged

with promulgating regulations and ensuring enforcement.  Such enforcement may result in costly fines and

penalties.

Many business owners complain that, due to the large number of requirements and restrictions they

must adhere to, they are often unaware that their actions violate local laws.  Clearly, wider dissemination of

City rules governing specific trades would permit business owners to better navigate the numerous regulations

with which they must comply.  Additionally, better distribution of rules would assist enforcement officers who,
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at times, are the first to inform business owners of the existence of a regulation that has been violated.

The Council finds that the Department of Consumer Affairs and the Department of Health, which

license or regulate a myriad of businesses, should be required to publish the rules and regulations applicable to

each license category.  Such a guide would encourage compliance with the law and assist business owners in

understanding the rules to which they are subject.

 §  2. Chapter 1 of title 20 of the administrative code of the city of New York is hereby amended by the

addition of a new § 20-117, to read as follows:

§ 20-117.   Dissemination of rules. a.  The commissioner shall publish, on at least an annual basis, all regulations, rules

and restrictions relevant to each category of license granted by the commissioner, whether pursuant to this code or rules promulgated

pursuant hereto, as well as publish all regulations, rules and restrictions relevant to licenses granted pursuant to state law and enforced

by the department.  Such publication shall be available in English, Spanish, Cantonese and in any additional languages the

commissioner deems appropriate.  Such publications shall be available for distribution by mail upon request and be conspicuously

posted on the department’s website.

§  3. Chapter 1 of title 17 of the administrative code of the city of New York is hereby amended by the addition of a new § 17

-185, to read as follows:

§ 17-185. Dissemination of rules .  a.  The commissioner shall publish, on at least an annual basis, all regulations, rules

and restrictions relevant to each category of license granted by the commissioner, whether pursuant to this code or rules promulgated

pursuant hereto, as well as publish all regulations, rules and restrictions relevant to licenses granted pursuant to state law and enforced

by the department. Such publication shall be available in English, Spanish, Cantonese and in any additional languages the

commissioner deems appropriate.  Such publications shall be available for distribution by mail upon request and be conspicuously

posted on the department’s website.

§ 4.  This local law shall take effect 120 days after it shall have been enacted into law; provided that commissioners of the

appropriate departments may take any actions necessary prior to such effective date for the implementation of this local law including,

but not limited to, establishing guidelines and promulgating rules.
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