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A LOCAL LAW 
 

To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to school food waste 

prevention plans 

 

Be it enacted by the Council as follows: 

Section 1. Subchapter 2 of chapter 3 of title 16 of the administrative code of the city of New 

York is amended by adding a new section 16-307.3 to read as follows: 

§ 16-307.3 School food waste. a. Definitions. As used in this section, the following terms have 

the following meanings: 

Chancellor. The term “chancellor” means the chancellor of the city school district of the city 

of New York. 

Food purchase contract. The term “food purchase contract” means any purchase order or 

contract entered into by the department of education, the principal purpose of which is to provide 

food, and the value of which exceeds $100,000. 

School. The term “school” means a school of the city school district of the city of New York.  

Surplus food. The term “surplus food” means any food obtained through a food purchase 

contract that is not used for the purpose for which it was purchased and that would otherwise be 

discarded. 
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b. Food waste prevention plan. No later than October 1, 2021, the chancellor shall prepare 

and submit to the commissioner a food waste prevention plan. Preparation of such food waste 

prevention plan shall provide school sustainability coordinators designated pursuant to 

subdivision c of section 16-307.1 an opportunity to offer ideas concerning food waste prevention. 

Such plan shall conform to all applicable provisions of law and include, but need not be limited to, 

the following information:  

1. Guidelines for how to identify surplus food that may be safely donated;  

2. Any methods the chancellor has identified to reduce the amount of surplus food in schools; 

3. Any procedures the chancellor has identified that would allow the department of education 

or a school to donate surplus food safely and efficiently; and 

4. Any barriers the chancellor has identified that would prevent the safe and efficient donation 

of surplus food. 

c. Review by commissioner. The commissioner shall review the plan required pursuant to 

subdivision b of this section within 90 days of its submission and shall submit recommendations on 

the plan to the chancellor. The commissioner shall simultaneously submit a copy of the 

chancellor’s plan and the commissioner’s recommendations to the speaker of the council.  

d. Report. On or before February 1, 2022, the chancellor shall submit a report to the 

commissioner. Such report shall include, at a minimum:  

1. A summary of actions taken to implement the food waste prevention plan;  

2. A summary of actions that the chancellor proposes be taken to implement such plan; and  

3. Any updates or changes to any information included in such plan.  
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e. The department shall include the information contained in the report prepared pursuant to 

subdivision d of this section as part of the department’s March 1, 2022 annual recycling report 

required pursuant to subdivision k of section 16-305. 

§ 2. This local law takes effect 90 days after it becomes law. 
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