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TITLE:	AN ACT to amend the vehicle and traffic law and the public officers law, in relation to establishing a demonstration program on interstate route 278 in Kings county to enforce vehicle weight restriction on such interstate by means of mobile or stationary weigh in motion systems; and providing for the repeal of such provisions upon expiration thereof. 



BACKGROUND:
The New York City Council and Mayor each issued separate reports in early 2020 finding that the Brooklyn-Queens Expressway (“BQE”) is in dire condition.  In particular, a 1.5 mile portion including a triple cantilever structure in Brooklyn Heights is deteriorating rapidly and could be unsafe for driving within five years absent mitigation measures.  
Impermissible overweight truck traffic is one factor exacerbating these conditions.  If fewer overweight trucks traveled over this stretch of the BQE, the period of safe use could extend further into the future until long-term solutions can be implemented.  This legislation seeks to improve enforcement of overweight trucks through a pilot program to weigh trucks while they are in motion (previous weigh-in programs required trucks to stop on a conventional scale, which is impractical on a narrow and crowded highway like the BQE.  
PROPOSED LEGISLATION:
Section one of the legislation repeals the prior section 235 and replaces it with a new section 235.
Section two of the bill repeals subdivision 1 of section 236 of the vehicle and traffic law and adds a new subdivision 1 in its place.
Section three of the bill repeals paragraph f of subdivision 1 of section 239 of the vehicle and traffic law and adds a new paragraph f in its place.
Section four of the bill repeals subdivisions 1 and 1-a of section 240 of the vehicle and traffic law and adds two new subdivisions 1 and 1-a in its place.
Section five of the bill repeals paragraphs a and g of subdivision 2 of section 240 of the vehicle and traffic law and adds two new paragraphs a and g in its place.
Section six of the bill repeals subdivisions 1 and 2 of section 241 of the vehicle and traffic law and adds two new subdivisions 1 and 2 in its place.
Section seven of the bill repeals paragraph a of subdivision 5-a of section 401 of the vehicle and traffic law and adds a new paragraph a in its place.
Section eight of the bill amends the opening paragraph and paragraph (c) of subdivision 1 of section 1809 of the vehicle and traffic law.
Section nine of the bill amends section 1809 of the vehicle and traffic law by adding a new subdivision 1-a.
Section ten of the bill repeals paragraph a of subdivision 1 of section 1809e of the vehicle and traffic law and adds a new paragraph a in its place.
Section eleven of the bill amends the general municipal law by adding a new section 371-a.
Section twelve of the bill amends the vehicle and traffic law by adding a new section 385-a.
Section thirteen amends subdivision 2 of section 87 of the public officers law by adding a new paragraph r.
Section fourteen of the bill directs the New York City Department of Transportation to inform the public of the pilot program and issue warnings in lieu of violations for the first ninety days of the program.
Section fifteen of the bill subjects purchases or leases of necessary equipment for the program to section 103 of the general municipal law.
Section sixteen is the effective date and date of expiration.
FISCAL IMPLICATIONS:
See Council Finance Division fiscal impact statement.
EFFECTIVE DATE:
Immediately, however, sections twelve, thirteen, fourteen and fifteen shall expire and be deemed repealed December 1, 2025.  However, any notices of liability issued prior to expiration may be adjudicated after expiration. 
The amendments to subdivision 1 of section 1809 of the vehicle and traffic law made by section eight, and sections eight-a through eight-g of this act shall not affect the expiration of such section and shall be deemed to expire therewith, when upon such date those provisions shall take effect.
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