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INT. NO. 234:
By Council Members Vacca, Chin, Dromm, Fidler, Foster, Koppell, Nelson and Rodriguez
TITLE:
To amend the New York city charter , in relation to requiring a driver or retired driver on the taxi and limousine commission
CITY CHARTER:
Amends subdivision a of section 2301.
INTRODUCTION


On May 24, 2010, the Committee on Transportation, chaired by Council Member James Vacca, will hold a hearing on Int. No. 234.  This legislation would amend the City Charter to require that one commissioner of the Taxi and Limousine Commission  be a licensed driver or retired driver.  Invitees include Commissioner David Yassky, New York City Taxi and Limousine Commission (“TLC”); and taxi industry and livery industry officials.  

BACKGROUND

The TLC was created in 1971 to handle the licensing and regulating of New York City’s medallion taxicabs, for-hire vehicles, commuter vans, paratransit vehicles (ambulettes) and luxury limousines.  According to the TLC’s website, the TLC oversees nearly 50,000 vehicles, 100,000 drivers, and more than 13,000 medallion taxicabs.  The TLC also inspects the medallion taxicabs for safety and emissions and holds hearings regarding violations of its rules and regulations.
The TLC has a board of commissioners consisting of nine members.  All of its members are appointed by the Mayor with the advice and consent of the City Council.  One of its members is the salaried Chair/Commissioner who presides over regularly scheduled commission meetings and is the head of the agency.  Eight members are unsalaried and of these eight members, the borough delegations of the City Council recommends one resident from each borough of New York City.  Although the TLC regulates taxis and for-hire vehicles, there is no requirement that anyone on the TLC must possess any experience within these fields.  This bill would require a TLC licensed driver or retired driver be appointed to the Commission.
ANALYSIS


Section one of Int. No. 234 would amend subdivision a of section 2301 of the New York City Charter to require that one member of the TLC be a TLC licensed driver or a retired driver who worked as a TLC licensed driver for at least one year in the past five years.  Subdivision a is also amended to delete the term “councilmen” and replace it with the gender neutral term “council members.”

Section two of Int. No. 234 would provide that this local law take effect sixty days after its enactment.

Int. No. 234

By Council Members Vacca, Chin, Dromm, Fidler, Foster, Koppell, Nelson and Rodriguez
A LOCAL LAW

To amend the New York city charter, in relation to requiring a driver or retired driver member on the taxi and limousine commission.

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Subdivision a of section 2301 of the New York city charter is amended to read as follows:

§ 2301.  Membership of commission.  a.  The commission shall consist of nine members to be appointed with the advice and consent of the city council; one of said members shall be a commission licensed driver or a retired driver who worked as a commission licensed driver for at least one year in the past five years; and five of said members, one resident from each of the five boroughs of New York city, shall be recommended for appointment by a majority vote of the [councilmen] council members of the respective borough.

§2.  This local law shall take effect sixty days after its enactment.
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�  All information for this section was retrieved from � HYPERLINK "http://www.nyc.gov/tlc" ��http://www.nyc.gov/tlc� on May 19, 2010.
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