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Introduction
On April 21, 2010, the City Council’s Committee on Higher Education, chaired by Council Member Ydanis Rodriguez, will hold an oversight hearing regarding child care services at the City University of New York (“CUNY”).  Invited to testify at the hearing are representatives of CUNY’s administration, directors of CUNY child care centers, Presidents of CUNY colleges, students, and other parties of interest. 

Lack of Affordable Child Care 
It is well documented that high quality child care has a positive impact on the cognitive, social and physical development of young children. Child care is a critical support for working parents, particularly for single and low-income parents, because it enables them to work, further their education and move toward self-sufficiency. The key components to finding appropriate child care include cost, quality, location and flexibility (extended weekday hours and weekends). Unfortunately, the cost of child care continues to increase. 
According to a 2009 survey conducted by the National Association of Child Care Resource and Referral Agencies (“NACCRRA”), the average child care fees nationwide for an infant were higher than the average amount that families spent on food.
  In every state, monthly child care fees for two children at any age exceeded the median rent cost, and were nearly as high, or even higher than, the average monthly mortgage payment.
  In 39 states, including New York, and the District of Columbia, the average annual price for child care for an infant in a child care center was higher than a year’s tuition at a four-year public college.
 
The survey also revealed that New York is ranked high among the least affordable states for child care.
 According to a recent report by New York Senator Kirsten Gillibrand, the average family in New York State spends annually about $10,400 for an infant, $9,100 for a toddler and $8,300 for a school-age child.
 Child care costs in New York City are considerably higher. Families living in New York City spend up to $16,250 per year for an infant, $11, 648 for a toddler and $9,630 for a school-age child.
  
Campus-based Child Care

In order to meet the growing and diverse child care needs of students and faculty, colleges across the nation have placed child care centers on their campuses. Campus-based child care centers initially began as small laboratories primarily for Education majors specializing in early elementary education to gain hands-on experience.
  Over the past two decades, these laboratories have grown into full-service child care programs to respond to the increase of adult student and single parents enrolling in colleges.
 There are approximately 2,500 college child care centers nationwide.
 Such centers generally fall under the authority of either a college’s student affairs office or its education department faculty.
  Campus-based child care centers are beneficial to both parents and higher education institutions. A center’s location on campus can minimize for parents the multiple adverse factors associated with off-campus child care such as inaccessibility, inconvenience, commuting time, inflexibility and regulations imposed by an external child care facility.
  In turn, a center can contribute to an institution’s success in recruiting and retaining faculty and students that support children.
 
Campus-based child care is essential to student-parents completing their college education. The college drop-out rates of undergraduate students who support children is a growing problem in the United States.
  It is further exacerbated by the dearth of acceptable child care options for students pursing a college degree.
 Student-parents are three times as likely as traditional undergraduates to drop out of college.
 In 1998, a study was conducted to examine the impact of campus-based child care for student parents attending State University of New York (SUNY) community colleges.
 Findings revealed that 81.6% of the student-parents surveyed credited child care availability as a very important factor in their decision to enroll,
 while 59.7% stated that they would not be able to continue with the service.
  Moreover, 98% gave positive responses regarding the quality of care and concern shown by the child care staff. 
  The study also indicated that the success rate of student-parents was more than 26 percent greater than the general student population.
 The study concluded that when campus child care is provided, student-parents were more likely to remain in school, earn higher grades, and graduate in fewer years. 

  As previously stated, campus-based child care is very important to the recruitment and retention of student-parents. There are a number of institutional and state incentives designed to attract students with child care needs to college campuses. Federally-funded programs that assist low-income parents enrolled in postsecondary education include the Child Care Access Means Parents in School (“CCAMPIS”) program and the Temporary Assistance to Needy Families (“TANF”) program. CCAMPIS enables child care centers to increase services to low-income parents by offering subsidies and/or a sliding fee scale for child care tuition. Each college can receive a grant equivalent to no more than 1% of the federal Pell Grant dollars awarded to its students during the previous fiscal year. The TANF block grant funds enable states to fund a wide array of benefits and services, primarily to low-income families with children, including child care. New York State allocates a portion of its TANF funding to SUNY and CUNY child care centers. Currently, the State is proposing to cut $1.44 million in TANF funding to CUNY’s child care centers for Fiscal Year 2010-2011.
CUNY Child Care Centers


 In 2010, CUNY’s institutional-wide enrollment rate reached its highest point ever. Women currently comprise 60 percent of all CUNY students, and parents providing support for children less than 12 years old include upwards of 15 percent of students.
 CUNY’s 17 different campus-based child care programs serve over 1,600 student-parents and their 2,400 children.
 These programs vary from college to college and include: Traditional Center Based Child Care for children age 3 to 6 years; Evening Child Care; Universal Pre-Kindergarten; Weekend Child Care; Infant and Toddler Care; School Age Care; Family Day Care Homes; and Group Family Day Care Homes.
 

The $1.44 million in federal TANF funding that the State is proposing to cut was originally provided to the CUNY child care centers in 2002 after the State decreased its base funding for the centers.
 Advocates suggest that if the Governor’s 2011 Executive Budget is implemented, the base State funding for CUNY child care centers would fall drastically below current levels of support for the first time since before the year 2000.
 Although CUNY states that there are currently no plans to close any centers if the Executive reductions take place, they do state that services will be curtailed at some of the centers if funding is decreased. In 2008, 54% of all CUNY students came from homes with a household income of less than $30,000 a year.
 For student-parents whose supporting income is so low, campus-based child care is often the most convenient and affordable option available to them. Any decrease in the services provided would have a significant impact on the ability of many student-parents to continue their education at a CUNY college. 
Conclusion
Campus-based child care is a vital resource to students supporting children. Research indicates that the availability of such care plays a pivotal role in a parent’s decision to attend college. Furthermore, campus-based child care offers student-parents an affordable, conveniently located, high-quality educational surrounding for their children, and also helps enable student-parents to succeed academically. The State proposes to significantly cut funding to CUNY’s child care centers.  Due to difficulty in finding appropriate affordable child care, many parents attending college find it especially important to have child care available on campus. 
At today’s hearing, the Committee will review what type of child care services are offered at CUNY campuses, how such services impact the academic success of CUNY students, and what impact the State’s proposed cuts may have upon CUNY Child Care Centers.
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