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FOR THE RECORD

My name is Ward Dennis. | am a resident of Williamsburg and serve as a the chair of
Community Board 1's Land Use Committee and Co-chair of Neighbors Allied for Good

Growth. | am here today to express my concerns about the Rose Plaza rezoning.

For years, our community has been looking for the right balance between density and

affordable housing, and we are still looking.

There are a number of fundamental land-use issues that led CB1 to vote for modifying

this proposal.

First among these is the amount of affordable housing. We have always taken the
position that 20% is a base amount, not a cap. The applicant in this case is asking not
just for a rezoning but also for a series of special permits that in one way or another
enhance the value of the project. We agree with Marty Markowitz that the applicant
should provide additional affordable housing in return for the special permits.

Our community also needs affordable housing at all levels of affordability, which is why
we stipulated that it is appropriate for the additional 10% of affordable housing to be
affordable at higher income levels.

As | said, we are looking for the right balance in all of the zoning actions we review. And
while the affordable housing is out of balance here, we do believe that the overall
density of the project is appropriate, in that it matches the density .of other waterfront
developments. Even at this density, though, there will be significant impacts on transit

and other infrastructure in the neighborhood.

We also support the applicant’s open space modifications, in that they provide a slight
increase in required open space and public accessibility within the visual corridor. We
ask, however, that the applicant be required to build out the entire street-end park at the

foot of Division Avenue.

This project needs to be made better to meet the needs of the community.
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Good Merritmg to all : . A

Thanks for giving me the opportunity to represent to you facts
and a little background of my involvement in this community
for over 35 years and in full support of Rose Plaza and ask you

to vote in favor.

| stand here before you as the representative of Roberto
Clemente Plaza Tenants Association as well as Bedford
Gardens which reside over 1200 families multi ethnic for over
30 years, advocating safe, well secured, well maintained and

affordable housing.

In both places the waiting list for 1-2 bedrooms in the current
vacant ratio will take an external applicant over 10 years to
get in, not to mention the long waiting list of NYCHA.

At a time in this economy crises, jobs and affordable housing
is so desperately needed, here in the
Williamsburg/Greenpoint waterfront rezoning we have
according to New York Magazine and the NY Times 57-67
construction sites on hold for various reasons which leaves a
total of over 20-30,000 jobs that are not there.

We have yet to find a solution of how to boost the economy,
create jobs and get the affordable housing, BUT at the same
time in today’s reports there will be no more section 8
vouchers given to the poor and needy.
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Living rock throwing distance for the proposed Rose Plaza
Site, | urge, plead and beg this committee not to fall for
political correctness or for any political pressure and approve
this site.

At the end of the day this committee will have to answer not
only to themselves on why it voted down this plan, but it will
also has to know that it’s playing with fire, with people lives
and jobs and with the future of the entire waterfront rezoning.

Changing the rules in the middle of the game is not the way it’s
played in the legal system, the opposition of this plan is now
based on the 20% that was approved by the entire City Council
and even if an additional 5-10% should be added, it will be the
size of the units that will become and issue.

Based on the last approval of the land use committee on the
Broadway Triangle where 31 acre’s of city land we heard that
800 affordable units will be allocated, it is HPD’s presentation
in court that only 448 affordable units will be committed on city
owned land.

Now just calculate how much affordable of a private developer
has to give on 3.8 acre.

Thank You |

T eate fEAAHAM
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build a new home, take into consideration the density of this already built up
area, the nature of the. existing structures, the harrow one way streets and
the steep slope of the hillside.

Thank you.



Jeremy Dawson
475 Kent Ave #1106
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April 4, 2010
To the members of the City Council,

My name is Jeremy Dawson and | am a resident of 475 Kent Avenue, across the street
from the proposed development on the Kent waterfont and am vigorously opposed to
the idea of granting rezoning and “greenlighting” the project,

I second many of the concerns expressed by other area residents about the ability of this
developer to pull off this project financially and safely, and firmly believe that this
project represents unnecessary development at this time.

I have lived in Williamsburg for eighteen years and have seen it grow and change and
develop. Bedford Avenue on the Northside is a far cry from what it once was and there
are many new condos and developments stretching up into Greenpoint and east toward
Bushwick. But in those areas this has gone hand in hand with an evolution in the
community. This is part of what has always made New York a dynamic city. Groups of
immigrants or artists or whomever populate an area, bringing with them their aesthetic
and customs and cuisine and gradually reinvent it.

ButTam curious how many of you have actualiy been to this site and walked down Kent
avenue or around this specific in recent years. If you have not I don’t believe you can
fairly vote on this provision. The waterfront, and this area South of Broadway are
different than the northside. In my observation, the people who these projects are
geared toward are not moving here because they want to live on this desolate stretch of
Kent Avenue, they are coming because they want to live in a new shiny tall building
with a view that is close to Manhattan. Sure there will be some short term boom in
construction jobs but these residents, unlike the people of the “softer” gentrification of
the northside, are not planning to open boutiques and restaurants down the road and
build the community, they are planning to commute in and out of their buildings to their
jobs in other piaces.

Schaeffers landing, just up the street from this proposed site, has a water taxj to wall
street, an underground parking lot and a shuttle bus that goes up the mile and a half to
the Bedford avenue subway stop. The commercial spaces in the building sit empty (as
do the spaces in almost all the developments along kent even on the northside) and |
almost never see a person walk in or out of the the massive tower. To me this represents
what this unnecessary development will become - a luxury ghettoization of the
waterfront that gives nothing back to its neighbors.

lurge you to vote against this rezoning measure as something that will be BAD for the
neighborhood. Shortsighted development is not good for Brooklyn in the long run. The
areas of Brocklyn that are now shining - Carroll Gardens, Ft. Green, Williamsburg
Northside etc were all “redeveloped” in a slower more organic fashion, not in a sterile
and impersonal fashion that will provide NOTHING to the community and area.

Sincerely

Jeremy Dawson
917-806-5900
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April 7, 2010

Bill Nogosek
475 Kent Ave #409

I am against the Rose Plaza Development.
I." The neighborhood needs more affordable housing.

2. The developer has no credibility, allowing him to develop is risky
3. The era of luxury development is over, we do not need more luxury development



