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I. Introduction
	On February 25, 2021, the Committee on Finance, chaired by Council Member Daniel Dromm, will hold a hearing on Preconsidered Int., sponsored by Council Member Dromm, titled a local law to amend the New York city charter, in relation to the date by which the council shall submit recommendations in regard to the preliminary budget. This is the first hearing on this legislation. 
II. Background
	Pursuant to the New York City Charter (the “Charter”), the Council’s primary roles in the budget process are oversight, recommending changes to the Preliminary Budget, and adopting the budget.  	
	The budget process begins with the Preliminary Budget. By January 16 of each year, the Mayor must submit to the Council a Preliminary Budget.[footnoteRef:1] The Preliminary Budget must consist of proposed operating and capital expenditures, and forecast of revenues for the upcoming fiscal year and three subsequent years.[footnoteRef:2] The Council must then hold oversight hearings on the Preliminary Budget by March 25.[footnoteRef:3] Those hearings are intended to cover the program objectives and fiscal implications of the Preliminary Budget, the statements of budget priorities of the Community Boards and Borough Boards, the draft Ten-Year Capital Strategy and the report of the City Planning Commission on such strategy, and on the status of capital projects and expense appropriations previously authorized.[footnoteRef:4] At the conclusion of such hearings, the Council submit recommended changes to the Preliminary Budget to the Mayor also on March 25.[footnoteRef:5]  [1:  See N.Y.C. Charter § 236.]  [2:  See N.Y.C. Charter § 101.]  [3:  See N.Y.C. Charter § 247(a).]  [4:  See id.]  [5:  See N.Y.C. Charter § 247(b).] 

	Historically, the Council has enacted legislation extending the dates for the Charter-prescribed actions relating to certain steps of the budget adoption process as well as other dates for related actions in the budget process. In order to provide the Council with sufficient time to prepare the response to the Preliminary Budget after the conclusion of the budget hearings, the proposed legislation would extend the date in which the Council must submit those recommended changes from March 25 to April 1. 
III. Analysis of Preconsidered Int.
	Section 1 of Preconsidered Int. would provide for an extension of the date by which the Council must submit its recommendations on the preliminary budget, including recommendations for any changes in the unit of appropriation structure which the Council deems appropriate, from March 25 to April 1.
	Section 2 of Preconsidered Int. would require that the local law take effect immediately, except that if it becomes law after March 25, 2021, it is retroactive to and deemed to have been in full force and effect as of March 25, 2021.


	Preconsidered Int. No.
By Council Member Dromm
A Local Law to amend the New York city charter, in relation to the date by which the council shall submit recommendations in regard to the preliminary budget
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:


Section 1. Subdivision b of section 247 of the New York city charter, as added by vote of the electors on November 7, 1989, is amended to read as follows:
b. Findings and recommendations of the council, or its committees, including recommendations for any changes in the unit of appropriation structure which the council deems appropriate, shall be submitted to the mayor and published not later than the [twenty-fifth day of March] first day of April. The net effect of the changes recommended by the council in the preliminary capital budget shall not result in a capital budget which exceeds the maximum amount set forth in the preliminary certificate issued pursuant to section two hundred thirty-five of this charter.
§ 2. This local law takes effect immediately, except that if it becomes law after          March 25, 2021, it is retroactive to and deemed to have been in full force and effect as of March 25, 2021.
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