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I. INTRODUCTION 
On Tuesday, January 19, 2021, the Committee on Cultural Affairs, Libraries and International Intergroup Relations, chaired by Council Member Jimmy Van Bramer, will conduct an oversight hearing on The Impact of COVID-19 on New York City Artists and the Perspective of Working Artists During the Pandemic. The Committee previously held related hearings on (1) DCLA, COVID-19 and Cultural Organizations in NYC on June 22, 2020, at which time the Committee heard legislation intended to support resources for art and cultural institutions in NYC, and (2) The Impact of COVID-19 on Art and Cultural Educational Programming in NYC on December 15, 2020. At today’s hearing, the Committee will seek an update on these issues, with a narrower focus on the artists and cultural workers themselves, at an individual level; and consider two pieces of legislation, sponsored by Council Member Van Bramer: Int. No. 2194, in relation to requiring the department of cultural affairs to study the real estate issues impacting cultural spaces, and Int. No. 2195,  in relation to certification of artists and the issuance of identity cards for certified artists. Witnesses invited to testify include representatives of the Department of Cultural Affairs (DCLA), individual artists, advocacy groups, various art and cultural organizations and foundations and other interested stakeholders.



II. BACKGROUND 
The Impact of COVID-19 on Artists and Cultural Workers in NYC 
When cultural institutions and organizations were forced to close their doors in early March 2020 due to COVID-19,[footnoteRef:1] the City’s artists, actors, musicians, stagehands and freelancers suddenly found themselves unemployed and severed from their communities and livelihoods.[footnoteRef:2] Prior to the pandemic, the cultural sector was one of the largest industries in NYC,[footnoteRef:3] employing nearly 400,000 workers, paying them $31 billion in wages and generating $110 billion in economic activity.[footnoteRef:4] In fact, the number of working artists in NYC was at an all-time high.[footnoteRef:5] In 2019, the theater industry in NYC grossed $1.8 billion and drew 14.8 million patrons[footnoteRef:6] and Broadway alone provided 96,900 jobs to the city’s economy in 2019,[footnoteRef:7] while the dance sector contributed over $300 million to the City's economy.[footnoteRef:8] According to the Mayor's Office of Media and Entertainment, film, TV, theater, music, advertising, publishing, and digital content in New York provide 305,000 jobs, and an annual economic output of $104 billion.[footnoteRef:9] In New York state (NYS), the cultural sector contributes more than $120 billion to the economy annually.[footnoteRef:10] [1:  On March 12, 2020, New York State Governor Andrew Cuomo barred gatherings of more than 500 people and placed restrictions on other gatherings in response to COVID-19, prompting NYC’s cultural institutions to shut their doors, postpone all programming and cancel all shows. In a press conference the same day, NYC Mayor Bill de Blasio stressed the importance of the restrictions, which he conveyed as “difficult but necessary.” Then, on March 20, 2020, Governor Cuomo announced an executive order creating "New York State on PAUSE" restrictions, resulting in a de-facto shelter in place order. See Jesse McKinley and Michael Gold, Ban on Large Gatherings in N.Y. as Coronavirus Cases Rise Sharply (Mar. 12, 2020), available at https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/12/nyregion/coronavirus-nyc-event-ban.html; See Executive Order 202.31 (May 14, 2020), available at https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/no-20231-continuing-temporary-suspension-and-modification-laws-relating-disaster-emergency (describing previous orders); Michael Paulson, Broadway, Symbol of New York Resilience, Shuts Down Amid Virus Threat (Mar. 12, 2020), available at https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/12/theater/coronavirus-broadway-shutdown.html; Robin Pogrebin and Michael Cooper, New York’s Major Cultural Institutions Close in Response to Coronavirus (Mar. 12, 2020), available at https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/12/arts/design/met-museum-opera-carnegie-hall-close-coronavirus.html; Transcript: Mayor de Blasio Holds Media Availability on COVID-19 (Mar. 12, 2020), available at https://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/news/137-20/transcript-mayor-de-blasio-holds-media-availability-covid-19 (“That’s really, really painful for the many, many people who work in that field, let alone so many New Yorkers and people all over the country who really look forward to these events, these concerts, these sports events, and it’s really going to be kind of a hole in our lives and it’s painful,” he said. “It’s not something we would ever want to do but it’s something we have to do.”); Michael Paulson, Broadway, Symbol of New York Resilience, Shuts Down Amid Virus Threat (Mar. 12, 2020), available at https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/12/theater/coronavirus-broadway-shutdown.html; Governor Cuomo Signs the ‘New York State on PAUSE’ Executive Order (Mar. 20, 2020), available at https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-cuomo-signs-new-york-state-pause-executive-order; Governor Cuomo Signs the ‘New York State on PAUSE’ Executive Order (Mar. 20, 2020), available at https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-cuomo-signs-new-york-state-pause-executive-order.]  [2:  See, e.g., Frank Dilela, Some Members of the Theater Community Leave New York City Amid Shutdown (Jul. 16, 2020), available at https://www.ny1.com/nyc/all-boroughs/news/2020/07/15/some-members-of-the-ny-theater-community-leave-nyc-amid-shutdown; Soraya Nadia McDonald, New York’s arts scene remains shut down indefinitely—can it evolve and survive? (Jun. 15, 2020), available at https://www.nationalgeographic.com/history/2020/06/new-york-arts-scene-shuts-down-indefinitely-can-evolve-survive/#close; Information shared during the daily “Culture @3” call, hosted by the CIG.]  [3:  NYC Comptroller Scott Stringer, The Creative Economy: Art, Culture and Creativity in New York City (Oct. 25, 2019), available at https://comptroller.nyc.gov/reports/the-creative-economy/.]  [4:  NYC Comptroller Scott M. Stringer, New York by the Numbers: Weekly Economic and Fiscal Outlook (May 26, 2020), available at https://comptroller.nyc.gov/newsroom/new-york-by-the-numbers-weekly-economic-and-fiscal-outlook-no-2-may-26-2020/.]  [5:  Miriam Kreinin Souccar, Number of Artists in NYC at an All-Time High (Jul. 13, 2017), available at https://www.crainsnewyork.com/article/20170713/ENTERTAINMENT/170719944/number-of-artists-in-nyc-at-all-time-high-but-declines-in-manhattan?_ptid=%7Bjcx%7DH4sIAAAAAAAAAFWQ0W6CMBSG36XXamgHitwRQxgbaghK8LKBChVoO9oq27J3X0Xd4knOxcn3_TnJ_w0wLYEHDnl0_Fo74vgGJkDgimSUXKIraU4K4mJAtagR13IwnAyC9JSwgoxGkK-gFe6zIPLhEw0GUmhFORs16FoO1dyS7tQygxQ7zV-QXjrs1HycW7vjpSWf8n7xF5Y1v-xIJ1qsSJBsgtcgiWN4SN_TxERqLB8QeKrXZALU_R7T212a2dswX8frGPyzDPcUM3VXss0-ifJtHq5S4xS4E5hWTAKP6badgDOV9Kaep7dOPm3VXBrIl9z4VBiysGcLOIPuwuy1Ci1J71eEKcPKrri-Vi3w4Bxatmsj5P78AuaWL2yAAQAA&CSAuthResp=1%3A%3A795061%3A23%3A24%3Asuccess%3A11CCCB86EE0824964F24F99DB345D389.]  [6:  See Michael Paulson, Broadway’s Box Office Keeps Booming. Now Attendance is Surging, Too. NY TIMES (May 29, 2019), available at https://www.nytimes.com/2019/05/29/theater/broadway-box-office.html.]  [7:  Soraya Nadia McDonald, New York’s arts scene remains shut down indefinitely—can it evolve and survive? (Jun. 15, 2020), available at https://www.nationalgeographic.com/history/2020/06/new-york-arts-scene-shuts-down-indefinitely-can-evolve-survive/#close.]  [8:  See Dance NYC & New York City Dance Makers and Organizations, Letter to Mayor Bill de Blasio RE: Advisory Council on Arts, Culture, and Tourism, DANCENYC (May 13, 2020), available at https://www.dance.nyc/news/2020/05/Letter-to-Mayor-Bill-de-Blasio-Re-Advisory-Council-on-Arts-Culture-and-Tourism/.]  [9:  Soraya Nadia McDonald, New York’s arts scene remains shut down indefinitely—can it evolve and survive? (Jun. 15, 2020), available at https://www.nationalgeographic.com/history/2020/06/new-york-arts-scene-shuts-down-indefinitely-can-evolve-survive/#close.]  [10:  See National Assembly of Art Organizations, Creative Economy State Profiles: New York (n.d.), available at https://nasaa-arts.org/nasaa_research/creative-economy-state-profiles/; see also NATIONAL ENDOWMENT FOR THE ARTS, State-Level Estimates of the Arts’ Economic Value and Employment (2001-2017) (Mar. 2020), available at https://www.arts.gov/artistic-fields/research-analysis/arts-data-profiles/arts-data-profile-25.] 

While artists, cultural organizations and institutions, cultural groups and galleries began exploring creative ways to keep people engaged with art, culture and commerce,[footnoteRef:11] including a shift to online and remote offerings,[footnoteRef:12] data shows that the art and cultural community, in particular, continues to be disproportionately impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic.[footnoteRef:13] In fact, data suggests art and cultural sector has been the second hardest hit industry with regard to job loss (See Figures 1 and 2).[footnoteRef:14]  [11:  Information shared during the daily “Culture @3” call, hosted by the CIG; See Judd Grossman, Michael Straus, Catherine K. B. Lucas and Sarah E. Schuster, What Legal Rights Do Artists and Galleries Have During a Pandemic? (May 13, 2020), available at https://www.artnews.com/art-news/news/artists-galleries-legal-rights-coronavirus-1202687028/. ]  [12:  Dean Moses, New York City Cultural Institutions Share Plans to Push Forward Amidst Economic Downturn (Dec. 17, 2020), available at https://www.nytimes.com/2020/12/26/arts/unemployed-performer-theatre-arts.html?referringSource=articleShare]  [13:  https://www1.nyc.gov/site/dcla/about/pressrelease/PR-2020-04-24-COVID-Survey.page; https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/dcla/downloads/pdf/DCLA-AFTA-Covid-Impact-Report.pdf;]  [14:  NYC Comptroller Scott M. Stringer, New York by the Numbers: Weekly Economic and Fiscal Outlook (May 26, 2020), available at https://comptroller.nyc.gov/newsroom/new-york-by-the-numbers-weekly-economic-and-fiscal-outlook-no-2-may-26-2020/ (explaining that “private employers in New York City shed 823,500 jobs in April – one in every five private sector jobs; dine-in restaurants were the hardest hit, dropping by 119,000 jobs – an 85% decline in a single month; and the arts, entertainment and recreation sector saw the largest decline after restaurants, losing 67,200 jobs, or 78%”); See Niv Elis, Arts, Struggling to Survive, Face a Longer Road to Recovery, THE HILL (Apr. 11, 2020), available at https://thehill.com/homesnews/coronavirus-report/492301-arts-struggling-to-survive-pandemic-face-a-longer-road-to-recovery; see also David Kaufman, An Architect in City Hall Plots NYC’s Cultural Recovery, ARCHITECTURAL DIGEST (Jul. 30, 2020), available at https://www.architecturaldigest.com/story/gonzalo-casals-nyc-cultural-commissioner; Dean Moses, New York City Cultural Institutions Share Plans to Push Forward Amidst Economic Downturn (Dec. 17, 2020), available at https://www.nytimes.com/2020/12/26/arts/unemployed-performer-theatre-arts.html?referringSource=articleShare (suggesting that “with theaters and concert halls shuttered, unemployment in the arts has [actually] cut deeper than in restaurants and other hard-hit industries").] 

Figure 1: Drop in NYC Artists’ Employment Due to COVID-19[footnoteRef:15] [15:  Data Source: New York State Department of Labor, https://www.labor.ny.gov/stats/nyc/NYChist.xls.] 
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Research conducted for DCLA in July indicates that during the first months of the pandemic, 95 percent of art and cultural institutions in NYC canceled programs, 88 percent modified delivery of their programs, and 11 percent of these institutions were rendered unable to provide products or services to their communities by May.[footnoteRef:16] The performing arts industry in particular shed 70 percent of its jobs due to closures,[footnoteRef:17] while a number of performance and cultural venues have gone out of business due to the loss of revenue.[footnoteRef:18] [16:  City of New York, NYC Department of Cultural Affairs Launches Survey Examining Impact of COVID-19 on the City’s Cultural (Apr. 24, 2020), available at https://www1.nyc.gov/site/dcla/about/pressrelease/PR-2020-04-24-COVID-Survey.page; SMU Data Arts, COVID-19 Impact on Nonprofit Arts and Culture in New York City (June 25, 2020), available at https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/dcla/downloads/pdf/DCLA-AFTA-Covid-Impact-Report.pdf;]  [17:  SMU Data Arts, COVID-19 Impact on Nonprofit Arts and Culture in New York City (June 25, 2020), available at  https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/dcla/downloads/pdf/DCLA-AFTA-Covid-Impact-Report.pdf; See also Shant Shahrigian, ‘Arts organizations are back in business’: NYC performances prep for Spring 2021
(Dec. 8, 2020), available at https://www.nydailynews.com/coronavirus/ny-covid-nyc-culture-van-bramer-20201208-wgufmokbbbdanjmlsi4l54kdty-story.html (“From February to October, employment in the arts and entertainment industry dropped 63.8%, according to a recent report from city Comptroller Scott Stringer, citing the state Department of Labor … [a figure which] might be an underestimate”).]  [18:  See, League of Independent Theaters, Lost Spaces (n.d.), available at https://www.litny.org/lost-spaces; See also Afia Earna, How New York City Might Begin to Revive Its Decimated Tourism Industry, GOTHAM GAZETTE (Sep. 13, 2020), available at https://www.gothamgazette.com/city/9742-how-to-revive-new-york-city-tourism?mc_cid=b644d5807f&mc_eid=46585a506c (explaining that a survey by the National Independent Venue Association estimated that 90 percent of independent venues would be forced to close forever if they did not receive government aid).] 

Figure 2: Artist Job Loss Compared to Other Industries Due to COVID-19[footnoteRef:19] [19:  Data Source: New York State Department of Labor, https://www.labor.ny.gov/stats/nyc/NYChist.xls.] 
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	Moreover, as organizations faced the consequences of shuttering their doors, artists largely bore the brunt of staffing cuts.[footnoteRef:20] Arts education organizations, many of which employ artists,[footnoteRef:21] reported up to 78 percent of artist staffing cuts,[footnoteRef:22] as well as income losses of about 18 percent.[footnoteRef:23] Even before the pandemic, nearly 11 percent of artists in NYC live below the poverty line[footnoteRef:24] and faced issues related to rising debt, racial and gender inequity and unsteady labor in the arts.[footnoteRef:25] Many artists have expressed that few were able to subsist on their art alone,[footnoteRef:26] even before the pandemic; with many living paycheck-to-paycheck.[footnoteRef:27]  [20:  SMU Data Arts,  COVID-19 Impact on Nonprofit Arts and Culture in New York City  (June 25, 2020),  available at  https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/dcla/downloads/pdf/DCLA-AFTA-Covid-Impact-Report.pdf; Valentina Di Liscia, Over 15,000 Workers Have Been Laid Off or Furloughed From 810 NYC Cultural Organizations (Jul. 21, 2020), available at https://hyperallergic.com/577706/covid-19-cultural-survey-smu-dataarts/ ]  [21:  Id. (explaining that art educators take up these roles due to flexibility but they often already work under uncertain labor conditions, as many are hired on a part-time or freelance basis and without benefits).]  [22:  Id.  ]  [23:  Id.  ]  [24:  BFAMFAPhD, Artists Report Back: Artists Report Back A National Study on the Lives of Arts Graduates and Working Artists (2014), available at http://bfamfaphd.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/BFAMFAPhD_ArtistsReportBack2014-10.pdf.]  [25:  BFAMFAPhD, Artists Report Back: Artists Report Back A National Study on the Lives of Arts Graduates and Working Artists (2014), available at http://bfamfaphd.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/BFAMFAPhD_ArtistsReportBack2014-10.pdf.]  [26:  See Amy Zimmer, 8 Things to Know If You Want to Be an Artist in NYC, DNAinfo (Mar. 4, 2015), available at https://www.dnainfo.com/new-york/20150304/hells-kitchen-clinton/8-things-know-if-you-want-be-artist-nyc.]  [27:  Jasmin Wilson, How New York City Artists are Coping with the Covid-19 Crisis (May 13, 2020), available at https://allarts.org/2020/05/new-york-city-artists-covid-19/.] 

Artists are among the over 1.4 million people in NYS who have applied for unemployment benefits,[footnoteRef:28] including traditional unemployment insurance and Pandemic Unemployment Assistance, since the crisis began (See Figure 3). They are also applying to emergency funds. Artist Relief, an initiative distributing $5,000 grants to artists in dire need, received 55,744 applications from across the country in its first 15 days.[footnoteRef:29] As 62 percent of artists and creative workers nationwide are now fully unemployed as a result of the COVID-19 crisis, individuals across the cultural sector face an overwhelming need for funding during an unprecedented time.[footnoteRef:30] [28:  https://www.labor.ny.gov/pressreleases/2020/april-25-2020.shtm]  [29:  https://www.artistrelief.org/about]  [30:  Id.] 

Figure 3: Artis Unemployment Claims[footnoteRef:31] [31:  Data Source: New York State Department of Labor Weekly UI Claims Reports, https://labor.ny.gov/stats/weekly-ui-claims-report.shtm.] 
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In short, the pandemic has exacerbated those issues that already existed for many, many of whom “entered the year with a clear schedule of paid work, seeing significant portions of their annual income disappear in the span of a couple weeks.”[footnoteRef:32] [32:  Jasmin Wilson, How New York City Artists are Coping with the Covid-19 Crisis (May 13, 2020), available at https://allarts.org/2020/05/new-york-city-artists-covid-19/.] 

Resources and Supporting Artists During the Pandemic
While NYS has lifted restrictions on some art and cultural organizations, including museums and other “low risk” cultural sites,[footnoteRef:33] allowing them to re-open in late August 2020,[footnoteRef:34] capacity limits and other restrictions have left artists and many in the art and culture sectors in the same economically depressed situation they were in last spring.[footnoteRef:35] Among the first to answer to answer the call for help were New York’s cultural institutions themselves in the form of a daily “Culture@3”[footnoteRef:36] virtual meeting and call, which provides a forum for over 500 cultural institutions to connect, share resources and find support four days a week.[footnoteRef:37] Additionally, the Culture@3 volunteer facilitators helped form working groups, to include a focus on specific subject areas of concern for artists, such as federal funding (including the Paycheck Protection Program) and other funding streams, government advocacy, anti-racism, healthcare, insurance.[footnoteRef:38]  [33:  See Valentina Di Liscia, NYC Museums and “Low Risk” Cultural Sites Can Reopen On August 24, Governor Says (Aug. 14, 2020), available at https://hyperallergic.com/582692/nyc-museums-and-low-risk-cultural-sites-can-reopen-on-august-24-governor-says/.]  [34:  Jasmin Wilson, How New York City Artists are Coping with the Covid-19 Crisis (May 13, 2020), available at https://allarts.org/2020/05/new-york-city-artists-covid-19/.]  [35:  Sara Aridi, In Year of Dashed Expectations, Buoying Artists and Educators (Nov. 11, 2020), available at https://www.nytimes.com/2020/11/12/neediest-cases/in-year-of-dashed-expectations-buoying-artists-and-educators.html.]  [36:  Pogrebin, R. and Paulson, M. (May 12, 2020) The Daily Call That 200 Arts Groups Hope Will Help Them Survive. New York Times, available at https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/12/arts/coronavirus-new-york-culture.html ]  [37:  ]  [38:  Id.] 

In the absence of federal relief funding, a host of support services for artists has also emerged at the organization level. DCLA also lists a number sources on their website,[footnoteRef:39] which include:  [39:  DCLA, 2020, Funding for Artists (n.d.), available at https://www1.nyc.gov/site/dcla/resources/coronavirus-dcla.page#Funding-Art] 

· The Actors Fund, which offers emergency financial assistance for performing artists;[footnoteRef:40] the Musician’s Assistance Program, which administers Local 802’s Musician Relief Fund;[footnoteRef:41]  [40:  Id.]  [41:  Id.] 

· The Artist Relief Grant Initiative, which includes $5,000.00 emergency funding for artists of all disciplines specifically designed to address their needs in the time of COVID-19;[footnoteRef:42]  [42:  Id. ] 

· The Freelancer’s Union, who offer financial assistance of up to $1,000.00 per household to cover lost income and essential expenses;[footnoteRef:43]   [43:  Id. ] 

· Asian American Arts Alliance resources;[footnoteRef:44] and  [44:  Id.] 

· The SAG-AFTRA COVID-19 Disaster Fund, which is now available to all eligible SAG-AFTRA members who have been impacted by the pandemic.[footnoteRef:45]   [45:  Id.] 

Additionally, the NYS Council on the Arts (NYSCA) Individual Arts Program offers grants and artist fellowships available to individual artists of many disciplines.[footnoteRef:46] [46: New York State Council on the Arts (NYSCA), Individual Arts Program, available at  https://arts.ny.gov/programs/individual-artists. ] 

III. CONCLUSION
At today’s hearing, the Committee on Cultural Affairs, Libraries and International Intergroup Relations will hear from DCLA, artists and other members of the city’s art and cultural community on efforts to support artists, what the biggest challenges and barriers have been during the pandemic, suggestions for how the Council can best support artists and efforts to support artists on an individual and macro level, in order to promote art and cultural learning going forward. 
IV. ANALYSIS OF INT. NO. 2194

Int. No. 2194 would require DCLA to conduct a study of the forces driving the displacement of cultural spaces in the city and provide a means of both combatting them and incentivizing the creation of new cultural spaces. The study would include the input of various constituencies—from the arts, real estate and affected communities—as well as an assessment of policy solutions, such as the creation of an independent real estate holding company.
This legislation would take effect immediately.
V. ANALYSIS OF INT. NO. 2195
Int. No. 2195 would require DCLA to establish a process by which artists, other than those who are applying for certification for the purpose of using a joint living-working space, could apply to become recognized as certified artists. DCLA would develop the criteria for eligibility, based on current certification programs related to housing for artists. In addition, a certified artist would be eligible to obtain a NYC identity card, which would display the cardholder’s status as a certified artist. The purpose of the identity card would be to provide a mechanism by which those who identify as artists, and are recognized as such, could more easily prove their status for any potential future benefits, in the same way the idNYC card provides benefits to cardholders.
This legislation would take effect 120 days after it becomes law.
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	Int. No. 2194
 
By Council Member Van Bramer
 
A Local Law in relation to requiring the department of cultural affairs to study the real estate issues impacting cultural spaces
 
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
 
Section 1. Definitions. For purposes of this local law, the following terms have the following meanings:
City. The term “city” means the city of New York.
Cultural space. The term “cultural space” means a facility where arts and cultural activities are conducted.
Department. The term “department” means the New York city department of cultural affairs.
§ 2. Study. The department shall conduct a study of the real estate issues driving the displacement of cultural spaces in the city and issue recommendations designed to address these issues with the goal of strengthening and preserving existing and incentivizing new cultural spaces. This study shall include, but not be limited to, an assessment of policy options, such as the creation of an entity with the expertise and ability to lease, develop, purchase and otherwise control and sublease real estate to promote cultural spaces. The department shall conduct the study in consultation with community members, property owners and developers, staff from relevant city agencies, artists, cultural organizations, architectural designers, real estate brokers, legal professionals and cultural stakeholders.  
§ 3. Report. a. No later than 270 days after the effective date of this local law, the department shall submit a report to the mayor and the speaker of the council setting forth its findings, as well as recommendations for legislation and policy to address any challenges identified. The report shall include a summary of information considered in formulating any conclusions or recommendations.
b. The department shall publish the report electronically on its website no later than 10 days after submission to the mayor and the speaker of the council.
§ 4. Agency support. Each agency affected by this local law shall provide appropriate staff and resources to support the work of such agency related to the study.
§ 5. Effective date. This local law takes effect immediately.
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	Int. No. 2195
 
By Council Member Van Bramer
 
A Local Law to amend the New York city charter and the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to certification of artists and the issuance of identity cards for certified artists
 
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
 
Section 1. Chapter 67 of the New York city charter is amended by adding a new section 2508 to read as follows:
§ 2508. Artist certification. a. The commissioner of cultural affairs shall establish by rule a process by which artists may apply to be recognized as certified artists. The commissioner shall establish the criteria for such certification process, provided that such criteria shall not be based on the content of, or the viewpoints expressed by, an applicant’s artistic work. Such process shall be in addition to, and shall not replace, the process of certification of an artist for the purpose of establishing eligibility for a joint living-working space pursuant to chapter 1 of title 58 of the rules of the city of New York.
b. The commissioner of cultural affairs shall maintain and update at least monthly a list of all artists who are certified pursuant to subdivision a of this section or pursuant to chapter 1 of title 58 of the rules of the city of New York. For the purpose of issuance of a New York city identity card with a certified artist designation pursuant to subdivision d-1 of section 3-115 of the administrative code, the commissioner of cultural affairs shall confirm to the administering agency the status of an applicant as an artist certified pursuant to subdivision a of this section or pursuant to chapter 1 of title 58 of the rules of the city of New York, provided that the certified artist consents to the release of such information.
§ 2. Section 3-115 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new subdivision d-1 between subdivisions d and e to read as follows:
d-1. Certified artist designation. The administering agency shall issue to any applicant who is eligible for a New York city identity card pursuant to this section and who has been confirmed as a certified artist by the commissioner of cultural affairs pursuant to subdivision b of section of 2508 of the charter a New York city identity card with a certified artist designation. Such New York city identity card shall display, in addition to the information set forth in paragraph (1) of subdivision c of this section, the cardholder’s designation as a certified artist.
§ 3. This local law takes effect 120 days after it becomes law.
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