                                                            1

          1

          2  CITY COUNCIL

          3

             CITY OF NEW YORK

          4

             -------------------------------x

          5

             THE TRANSCRIPT OF THE MINUTES

          6

                      of the

          7

             STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          8

             -------------------------------x

          9

         10

                            May 10, 2006

         11                 Start:  2:00 p.m.

                            Recess: 3:53 p.m.

         12

                            City Hall

         13                 Council Chambers

                            New York, New York

         14

         15       B E F O R E:

         16           BETSY GOTBAUM

                              Public Advocate

         17

         18           COUNCIL MEMBERS:  Speaker Christine Quinn

                                        Joseph Addabbo

         19                             Maria Arroyo

                                        Tony Avella

         20                             Maria Baez

                                        Charles Barron

         21                             Gale Brewer

                                        Yvette Clarke

         22                             Leroy Comrie

         23

         24            LEGAL-EASE COURT REPORTING SERVICES, INC.

                              17 Battery Place -  Suite 1308

         25                   New York, New York 10004

                                    800-756-3410

                                                            2

          1

          2  A P P E A R A N C E S (CONTINUED)

          3

                   COUNCIL MEMBERS:

          4                         Bill DeBlasio

                                    Inez Dickens

          5                         Erik Martin-Dilan

                                    Simcha Felder

          6                         Lewis Fidler

                                    Helen Foster

          7                         Dennis Gallagher

                                    Daniel Garodnick

          8                         James Gennaro

                                    Vincent Gentile

          9                         Alan Gerson

                                    Eric Gioia

         10                         Sara Gonzalez

                                    Robert Jackson

         11                         Letitia James

                                    Melinda Katz

         12                         G. Oliver Koppell

                                    Andrew Lanza

         13                         Jessica Lappin

                                    John Liu

         14                         Miguel Martinez

                                    Michael McMahon

         15                         Darlene Mealy

                                    Rosie Mendez

         16                         Hiram Monserrate

                                    Michael Nelson

         17                         James Oddo

                                    Annabel Palma

         18                         Domenic Recchia

                                    Diana Reyna

         19                         Joel Rivera

                                    James Sanders

         20                         Larry Seabrook

                                    Helen Sears

         21                         Kendall Stewart

                                    James Vacca

         22                         Peter Vallone, Jr.

                                    Albert Vann

         23                         Melissa Mark Viverito

                                    David Weprin

         24                         Thomas White

                                    David Yassky

         25

                                                            3

          1

          2  A P P E A R A N C E S (CONTINUED)

          3

                         STAFF:       Victor Robles

          4                           City Clerk

          5

          6

          7

          8

          9

         10

         11

         12

         13

         14

         15

         16

         17

         18

         19

         20

         21

         22

         23

         24

         25

                                                            4

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 SPEAKER QUINN: We're going to start

          3  our ceremonial section. First I'm going to call up

          4  Council Member Simcha Felder, to present a plethora

          5  of proclamations he has with Commissioner Doherty to

          6  some of our really terrific Sanitation Department

          7  employees.

          8                 Council Member Felder.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Okay, thank

         10  you very much.

         11                 Commissioner, come over here. And the

         12  Speaker, do you want to join us?

         13                 We are gathered here today to express

         14  a token of our appreciation to the Sanitation men

         15  and women who make sure that our garbage, our snow,

         16  is picked up regularly and that the City remains a

         17  beautiful one to live in.

         18                 Vinnie, you know, we were just

         19  talking about this earlier, and he mentioned I think

         20  something that really hits the point on the head, or

         21  the nail on the head. Nail on the head? So, really

         22  hits the nail on the head, which is that all the

         23  service that the police are joined by the Chair of

         24  the Sanitation Committee, Mike McMahon, all the

         25  services, all important in the City, Police, Fire,
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          2  so on and so forth, but one of the few services that

          3  everyone in the City enjoys and appreciates every

          4  single week, you know, twice a week, three times a

          5  week, and in the snow even more so, is the work

          6  that's done by the Department of Sanitation, its

          7  heroes and heroines.

          8                 So, I just want to thank you again

          9  for everything you do, and hopefully we'll have you

         10  back again to be able to give you more

         11  proclamations, because there's not much more that we

         12  can give you. Thank you very much.

         13                 SPEAKER QUINN: Commissioner.

         14                 COMMISSIONER DOHERTY: I want to thank

         15  the Councilman and the Speaker for honoring these

         16  men. They do an outstanding job over in the

         17  Speaker's are -- not the Speaker's area, but the

         18  Councilman's area in Brooklyn. They also do a great

         19  job in the Speaker's area. And it's really nice to

         20  see the City Council, particularly Councilman

         21  Felder, to honor these men for the job they do and

         22  the men that work for them. Thank you.

         23                 SPEAKER QUINN: Oh, I'm glad to see

         24  there's a Quinn.

         25                 Could the clerk please call the roll
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          2  -- read the proc. You know what I mean.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council of the City of

          4  New York, Proclamation.

          5                 The Council of the City of New York

          6  is proud and honored to commemorate the dedicated

          7  public service of Joseph Montgomery, James Proscia,

          8  James Quinn, Andrew Pugliese, and Mark Ricci; and

          9                 Whereas: The Department of Sanitation

         10  of the City of New York plays a vital role in

         11  keeping our city clean and maintaining the quality

         12  of life of our neighborhoods; and

         13                 Whereas: Joseph Montgomery serves as

         14  Commissioner of the Department of Sanitation in

         15  South Brooklyn and Joseph Montgomery, James Proscia,

         16  James Quinn, Andrew Pugliese, and Mark Ricci serve

         17  as district Superintendents in South Brooklyn; and

         18                 Whereas: In their positions at the

         19  Department of Sanitation, these public servants go

         20  above and beyond the call of duty to ensure that the

         21  unique needs of the communities that he serves are

         22  addressed; and

         23                 Whereas: The vital work that these

         24  men and their department carry out daily,

         25  positively, and immeasurably impacts the lives of
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          2  everyone in the communities that he dutifully

          3  serves; now, therefore

          4                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

          5  City of New York honors Boro Commissioner Joseph

          6  Montgomery and District Superintendents James

          7  Proscia, James Quinn, Andrew Pugliese, and Mark

          8  Ricci as outstanding public servants of great

          9  integrity and dedication whose contributions are

         10  truly the lifeblood of the great City of New York.

         11                 Signed this 1st day of May in the

         12  year Two Thousand and Six, Christine Quinn, Speaker

         13  for the Entire Council; Simcha Felder, Council

         14  Member, 44th District, Brooklyn.

         15                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you. And I want

         16  to thank all of you for your very hard work. I want

         17  to thank Simcha, who is rearranging the Council

         18  members, for bringing these City workers here today

         19  so we can thank them, thank the Commissioner and

         20  thank the Chair of our Sanitation Committee who does

         21  yeoman's work making sure that we have enough --

         22  though he's not listening to himself being thanked

         23  -- yeoman's work, having enough resource -- I'm

         24  thanking you, Mike.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: I'm sorry?
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          2                 SPEAKER QUINN: I'm thanking you for

          3  doing such great work making sure there's enough

          4  resources and money to pay for these terrific

          5  Sanitation workers, and may need more. Thank you all

          6  very much.

          7                 Next we have Council Member Dennis

          8  Gallagher. Where is Dennis? All right, here he

          9  comes.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Thank you,

         11  Madam Speaker.

         12                 Today we're privileged to have with

         13  us the Christ The King Royals National Champion

         14  Basketball Team. They're not only this year's

         15  National Champions but two-time defending National

         16  Champions. Their record this year was 30 and 0 and

         17  they won their last 57 games. And they were the

         18  National Champions in 1990, 1993, 1998, 2005, 2006

         19  and I'm sure they're going to repeat as National

         20  Champions in 2007.

         21                 In addition to this remarkable

         22  achievement, of the last 17 years, 13 years they

         23  have been the New York State Federation Champions,

         24  and they have been the New York State Catholic

         25  Champions for 17 consecutive years. And perhaps the
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          2  most remarkable thing about this team is what all

          3  student athletes should achieve for, is their

          4  cumulative average together as a 92. So, they're not

          5  only experts on the hard wood, but they're killers

          6  in the classroom.

          7                 So, we'd like to welcome them here to

          8  City Hall and congratulate them for an outstanding

          9  season, and wish the seniors who are moving on great

         10  success in their colleges. Their coach is Bob

         11  Mackey.

         12                 Do you want to say a few words, Bob?

         13                 COACH MACKEY: Council Member

         14  Gallagher, thank you. Speaker Quinn, thank you. And

         15  we want to thank everyone here. It was a truly

         16  tremendous year. And without the help of Maureen

         17  McHugh and Jill Cook, it would not be possible.

         18  We've had a great, great season this year. I'm very

         19  proud of these young ladies.

         20                 SPEAKER QUINN: And can we have the

         21  clerk please read the Proclamation?

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

         23  of New York, Proclamation.

         24                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         25  New York is pleased and proud to honor the Christ
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          2  the King Regional High School Girls Basketball team

          3  for its outstanding sportsmanship and for becoming

          4  New York State Federation Champions; and

          5                 Whereas: Success in sports requires

          6  dedication, hard work, leadership skills, and an

          7  overall display of outstanding qualities, all of

          8  which Christ the King Regional High School Girls

          9  Basketball Team has consistently exhibited

         10  throughout the season; and

         11                 Whereas: On Saturday March 25, 2006,

         12  the Christ the King Regional High School Girls

         13  Basketball Team completed a perfect season in front

         14  of 3,500 spectators at the Glens Falls Civic Arena

         15  by beating Murray Bergtraum 79-66. The victory gave

         16  Christ the King Royals their second consecutive NY

         17  State Federation Championship adding to a total of

         18  13 Federation Championship spanning the last 16

         19  years. The impressive win brings the Royals record

         20  to 57-0 with their last loss taking place in March

         21  of 2004; and

         22                 Whereas: Throughout the basketball

         23  season, members of the Christ the King Regional High

         24  School Girls Basketball Team have displayed the

         25  devotion and energy necessary to reach this goal;
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          2  and

          3                 Whereas: Christ the King Regional

          4  High School Girls Basketball Team cemented their

          5  place in basketball history by capturing consecutive

          6  National titles this past weekend. The Royals

          7  previously finished No. 1 in the nation in 1990,

          8  1993, 1998 and 2005; and

          9                 Whereas: The accomplishment of the

         10  Christ the King Regional High School Girls

         11  Basketball Team is due in large part to the

         12  unconditional devotion of Coach Bob Mackey, who,

         13  along with his dedicated Assistant Coaches, Jill

         14  Cook and Maureen McHugh, has done a excellent job in

         15  guiding, molding and inspiring the team members

         16  towards their goals; now, therefore

         17                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         18  City of New York honors and commends CHRIST THE KING

         19  REGIONAL HIGH SCHOOL GIRLS BASKETBALL TEAM upon

         20  becoming New York State Federation Champions.

         21                 Signed this 10th day of May in the

         22  year Two Thousand and Six, Christine Quinn, Speaker

         23  for the Entire Council; Dennis P. Gallagher, Council

         24  Member, 30th District, Queens.

         25                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you. You know, I
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          2  had a very distinguished basketball career in high

          3  school. I played for two years, and I made one shot.

          4  But I remember it clearly, at St. Mary's Garden

          5  City. So, I'm glad you all are a lot better than I

          6  am. Thank you.

          7                 Next up is Simcha -- not Simcha, we

          8  did him. Domenic.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Lincoln High

         10  School, the Champions of Brooklyn and the entire

         11  PSAL. Where's the Champs of Lincoln, home of Stefan?

         12  Home of Sebastian Teflon? The high school that

         13  produces. Where are they? Come on up. And where is

         14  the wonderful coach? Where is Tiny Morton? And their

         15  Principal, and their Athletic Director, Renan. Come

         16  up, guys. Put the big guys in the back.

         17                 Today, ladies and gentlemen, we have

         18  with us the champs --

         19                 SPEAKER QUINN: Can I just get it a

         20  little quiet in the Chambers, please?

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: We have the

         22  PSAL champions of the Men's Basketball League, the

         23  Brooklyn, Abraham Lincoln High School, the Champs of

         24  the PSAL, but most of all, they have been champs the

         25  last five years. They came in second in the whole
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          2  state. They are wonderful. And I have to say,

          3  constantly you have people that want to play for

          4  them, come from all over the City to play for

          5  Abraham Lincoln, but most of all, they produce great

          6  athletes who not only care about our community, but

          7  care about each other and work together united to

          8  make sure that they could achieve this goal every

          9  year. And I have to tell you, it's great to be their

         10  Council member, but they're fortunate to have

         11  another Council member, Mike Nelson.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: I graduated

         13  Lincoln. I graduated Lincoln 1963, so I'm pretty

         14  proud to be here with you guys and gals.

         15                 This team, I've watched them, I have

         16  heard about them, and the feat they accomplish is

         17  really tremendous, and congratulations on behalf of

         18  the Council. To all of you.

         19                 Academics?

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: And their

         21  academics, they do extremely well. Of course, their

         22  Athletic Director, Renan, standing right there,

         23  stays on top of them. And their wonderful coach. Let

         24  me just tell you something, Tiny Morton is the

         25  greatest high school coach that there is in New York
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          2  City and we're proud of that, and he's Coney Island

          3  born and raised. He does a great job.

          4                 Madam Speaker.

          5                 SPEAKER QUINN: And if the clerk could

          6  please read us the proclamation. It's just a roll of

          7  champions today here.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council of the City of

          9  New York, Proclamation.

         10                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         11  New York is proud and pleased to honor those

         12  individuals whose achievements and contributions to

         13  the life of the community and the City of New York

         14  have been particularly distinguished; and

         15                 Whereas: Abraham Lincoln High School,

         16  located on the border of Brighton Beach and Coney

         17  Island, boasts a diverse population of students; the

         18  High School has enriched the lives of students of

         19  almost every ethnic group, and this diversity has

         20  enhanced the education of every student; and

         21                 Whereas: Today, we honor all the

         22  student athletes on the Lincoln High School Boys

         23  Basketball team, a group of young men who, with

         24  great determination, focus and talent, have overcome

         25  numerous obstacles on their way to capturing the
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          2  City Championship and solidifying their reputation

          3  as one of New York's finest teams; and

          4                 Whereas: Made up of 15 players, ages

          5  15 to 18, the Lincoln Railsplitters this season with

          6  a record 17 wins to 2 losses. This season also

          7  marked the fourth time in five years that the team

          8  has won the City Championship; and

          9                 Whereas: The accomplishment of the

         10  Lincoln High School Boys Basketball Team is due in

         11  large part to the unconditional devotion of Coach

         12  Dwayne Morton, a Lincoln High School alumnus and

         13  past member of its basketball team, and Athletic

         14  Director Renan Ebeid; and

         15                 Whereas: The student players of the

         16  Lincoln High School Boys Basketball Team have

         17  demonstrated true grit, great heart and the

         18  competitive spirit of real champions; they have

         19  raised their overall level of play, have met each

         20  and every challenge head on, and will undoubtedly

         21  achieve greater and greater success in life, both on

         22  and off the court; now, therefore

         23                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         24  City of New York honors LINCOLN HIGH SCHOOL

         25  BASKETBALL TEAM and recognizes the on-court
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          2  excellence of Douglas Antone, Patrick Bonna, Kyle

          3  Cook, Darwin Ellis, Christo Epps, Timothy Flowers,

          4  Ian Goldberg, Jamaal Green, Justin Greene, Vance

          5  Kelley, Nichola Leon, Kevin Menner, Devon Peterson,

          6  Raivo Redals, Khalif Staten, Lance Stephenson and

          7  Brandon Walters.

          8                 Signed this 10th day of May in the

          9  year Two Thousand and Six, Christine Quinn, Speaker

         10  for the Entire Council; Domenic M. Recchia, Jr.,

         11  Council Member, 47th District, Brooklyn.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: And now we

         13  have the principal, Mr. Hudibal (phonetic).

         14                 PRINCIPAL HUDIBAL: We are very proud

         15  of all of our young people at Abraham Lincoln High

         16  School, a school that is off of the Impact List and

         17  continues to forge ahead, serving the Brighton

         18  Beach, Coney Island community, and all of Brooklyn

         19  for over 75 years.

         20                 These gentlemen simply represent

         21  2,700 of the best students in New York City.

         22                 PARTICIPANT: On behalf of our

         23  basketball team, we would like to present this to

         24  you.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Madam
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          2  Speaker.

          3                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you.

          4                 PARTICIPANT: And to you.

          5                 PARTICIPANT: How you doing? We really

          6  appreciate what you have been doing for us, and

          7  we're glad to be here. And we're happy to experience

          8  this and to be in this wonderful borough. Thank you.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Thank you

         10  very much. And we'll see you back next year when

         11  you're the champs again.

         12                 SPEAKER QUINN: Next we're going to

         13  call up our Majority Whip Inez Dickens.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Good

         15  afternoon. This is the Harlem Gospel Choir that has

         16  been in existence, founded and headed by Alan

         17  Bailey. They are going to sing for us. Now, they

         18  have traveled throughout the world to take a

         19  message, a positive message, and to represent

         20  Harlem, that we not only are interested in our

         21  community, but looking at global effect on all of us

         22  and how it affects us in this country.

         23                 So, we're grateful to them, and also

         24  Alan Bailey. By the way, who remembers the match in

         25  the jungle, what was that? "Rumble In The Jungle,"
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          2  well Mr. Bailey was the one who was in charge of

          3  getting the PR together for that match.

          4                 So, if it's all right with the

          5  Speaker, before they present, may they do one song,

          6  please? Thank you.

          7                 (chorus).

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Aren't they

          9  fantastic? They represent various churches

         10  throughout, throughout the entire community of

         11  Harlem.

         12                 And now I'm going to ask my Speaker,

         13  Christine Quinn, to please come up.

         14                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you. And thank

         15  you all for being with us today and starting our

         16  Stated Meeting off on a good and energetic foot. If

         17  I could ask the Clerk to please read the

         18  proclamation.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council of the City of

         20  New York, Proclamation.

         21                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         22  New York is pleased and proud to join family,

         23  friends and distinguished members of the community

         24  in honoring Allen Bailey on the occasion of the 20th

         25  anniversary of the Harlem Gospel Choir; and
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          2                 Whereas: WE are a City made strong by

          3  the efforts of individuals who give exemplary

          4  service to the community, whether through

          5  participation in volunteer programs, through unique

          6  personal achievement in their professional or other

          7  endeavors, or through a lifetime of good citizenry;

          8  and

          9                 Whereas: Allen Bailey is one such

         10  individual and exemplifies all that is best in the

         11  spirit of human endeavor: abundant generosity; the

         12  development of one's intellect and talents in order

         13  to help nurture and educate others; to serve and

         14  proudly extol one's heritage, and to advocate for

         15  and contribute to issues that positively affect the

         16  community in which one lives and works; and

         17                 Whereas: Mr. Bailey is a 30-year

         18  veteran of the entertainment industry and has worked

         19  with the likes of Lionel Richie & the Commodores,

         20  Prince, Michael Jackson, Mr. T and Isaac Hayes. He

         21  also served as entertainment coordinator for "Rumble

         22  in the Jungle", the famous heavyweight title fight

         23  between Mohammed Ali and George Foreman; and

         24                 Whereas: Mr. Bailey has used his

         25  extensive experience in the entertainment industry
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          2  to complement his fundraising endeavors; he assisted

          3  in the production of "We are the World" in 1985 and

          4  in the production of "USA for Africa" in 1986, and

          5  has also been actively involved in fundraising

          6  efforts for the Keukemia Society, the Cancer

          7  Foundation and the United Negro College Fund; and

          8                 Whereas: Currently the public

          9  relations director of the Cotton Club, Mr. Bailey

         10  founded the Harlem Gospel Choir in 1986; under his

         11  leadership, it has shared its message of love, peace

         12  and harmony with thousands of people throughout the

         13  world and has raised countless dollars for a variety

         14  of children's charities; and

         15                 Whereas: Today, we honor Allen

         16  Bailey, an individual who has distinguished himself

         17  in service to the community; he has enriched us with

         18  his presence and achievements and is truly a great

         19  friend of the City; now, therefore,

         20                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         21  City of New York most gratefully honors ALLEN BAILEY

         22  for his fine contributions to the City and the

         23  community.

         24                 Signed this 10th day of May in the

         25  year Two Thousand and Six, Christine C. Quinn,
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          2  Speaker for the Entire Council; Inez E. Dickens,

          3  Council Member, 9th District.

          4                 SPEAKER QUINN: Do you want to make a

          5  few comments?

          6                 MR. BAILEY: Yes, I just want to point

          7  out that Harlem Gospel Choir is first and foremost a

          8  ministry. We minister through our music. Part of

          9  that ministry is we work to raise funds for

         10  children's charities all over the world, because we

         11  believe that children are our future. Can I get an

         12  amen.

         13                 Thank you.

         14                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you all very

         15  much. And thank you, Inez.

         16                 And now we're going to have Charles

         17  Barron. Then there's two more after this and then

         18  we'll start the Stated.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: We just wanted

         20  to introduce, give our Lady Champs a big hand clap,

         21  from East New York Thomas Jefferson High School.

         22                 Thomas Jefferson High School. Next to

         23  the statue that I sit next to. But anyway, we'll

         24  work that out later. But I do want to honor our

         25  basketball champs. So, I just want to say that we're

                                                            22

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  very proud of you in East New York.

          3                 They are the Lady Champions, the

          4  girls champion team for the Board of Education

          5  League. Let's give them a big hand, and New York

          6  City, and they're the semi-finalists in the State

          7  championships.

          8                 So, we want to give you all a big

          9  hand clap. We're very proud of East New York, and

         10  you're the captain. She averaged 16 points and ten

         11  assists. So that's like averaging 26 points a game.

         12  We're very, very proud of you, and we'll let you say

         13  a few words, and don't be afraid to speak your heart

         14  and then we'll let the coaches. We want to thank

         15  Coach Young, Coach Unique and Coach Helms.

         16                 You're going to go first because

         17  you're great. I'll hold this for you, and tell them

         18  like it is.

         19                 MS. ROBINSON: Thomas Jefferson High

         20  School, it was an honor playing for them 'cause

         21  there was a young team and we went farther than

         22  people thought that we would.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you.

         24  Young team, went farther than people expected. They

         25  exceeded expectations.
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          2                 Coach.

          3                 COACH: I'll speak for Talaya. She was

          4  the rock. She was our senior that led us. She was

          5  the glue that put this team together. She took these

          6  young freshmen and brought them to the promised

          7  land.

          8                 I want to thank Councilman Quinn for

          9  having us here, and I really want to thank

         10  Councilman Charles Barron, because he supported us

         11  not only here, but through the whole year. He's a

         12  dedicated Councilman, and I think everybody should

         13  really be appreciative of him.

         14                 And I want to thank my principal and

         15  my superintendent. Thank you.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Will the clerk

         17  read the proclamation and with spirit and vigor and

         18  energy, and like you've never read one before.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council of the City of

         20  New York, Proclamation.

         21                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         22  New York is pleased and proud to join family,

         23  friends, School Administration, students, staff and

         24  distinguished members of the community in honoring

         25  the Thomas Jefferson High School Campus Lady Orange
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          2  Wave Basketball Team, winners of the New York City

          3  Department of Education's Public Athletic League "B"

          4  Basketball Championship and New York State

          5  Federation of Secondary Schools Athletic Association

          6  Tournament of Champions Semi Finalist; and

          7                 Whereas: Thomas Jefferson High School

          8  remains an oasis and anchor in the East New York

          9  community, educating, enlightening and supporting

         10  its students; and

         11                 Whereas: From Thomas Jefferson High

         12  School Campus's deep and abiding commitment to the

         13  future of our City's children comes the development

         14  of an outstanding student body; and

         15                 Whereas: Thomas Jefferson High School

         16  Campus maintains a high standard of quality in all

         17  that it does, with programs that encourage students

         18  to participate in an array of extra curricula

         19  activities; and

         20                 Whereas: The Girls Basketball Team of

         21  Thomas Jefferson is one such quality extra curricula

         22  program: it offers students an opportunity to learn,

         23  to challenge themselves physically and to contribute

         24  to their school and their community; and

         25                 Whereas: This extraordinary effort
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          2  has lead these student athletes of Thomas Jefferson

          3  to bring back to East New York the first Basketball

          4  Championship since 1954 and the schools first-ever

          5  female title and New York State Tournament of

          6  Champions appearance; and

          7                 Whereas: These awards have bestowed

          8  honor and pride upon Thomas Jefferson High School

          9  Campus and the community; and

         10                 Whereas: The Thomas Jefferson High

         11  School Girls Basketball team is made up of a group

         12  of outstanding athletes, who have displayed

         13  exemplary dedication and commitment to excellence.

         14  They include: Crystal Berry, Chanell Bracker, Raven

         15  Cumberbatch, Wuraola Dipeolu, Ester Famer, Elisabeth

         16  Ferby, Melonie Jones, Takima Lucky, Makini Manning,

         17  Talaya Robinson and Chrysty Taylor; and

         18                 Whereas: The accomplishment of the

         19  Thomas Jefferson High School Campus Lady Orange Wave

         20  Girls Basketball Team is due in large part to the

         21  unconditional devotion of Manager Natoya Sylvester,

         22  Assistant Coaches Unique Nelson and Aniel Helms,

         23  Head Coach Calvin Young, Athletic Director Fred

         24  Landron, Principal Michael Alexander and Local

         25  Superintendent Carlton McDonald; now, therefore
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          2                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

          3  City of New York most gratefully honors THE THOMAS

          4  JEFFERSON HIGH SCHOOL CAMPUS LADY ORANGE WAVE

          5  BASKETBALL TEAM

          6                 Signed this 10th day of May in the

          7  year of Two Thousand and Six, Christine C. Quinn,

          8  Speaker for the Entire Council; Charles Barron,

          9  Council Member, 42nd, District, Brooklyn.

         10                 SPEAKER QUINN: Okay, thank you guys

         11  very much.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: I just want to

         13  let you know also, they're not only great athletes,

         14  they have to keep their scores up. So,

         15  scholastically and academically, they're very

         16  successful, as well.

         17                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you all very

         18  much.

         19                 Next we're going to call up Council

         20  Member Gale Brewer. Then we have one more after

         21  that.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Could Local

         23  802 come up and Brandeis, and certainly American

         24  Composers Orchestra.

         25                 I'm delighted to have here the
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          2  American Composers Orchestra, students from Brandeis

          3  High School and the great President of Local 802,

          4  Dave Lennin. And the reason we're having Michael

          5  Geller, from the American Composers Orchestra and

          6  the Brandeis Local 802 is, much of our life we try

          7  to think of what partnerships work; where can we be

          8  collaborative? And I know that the Speaker and I

          9  have great respect. The Speaker has been working

         10  with Local 802 for many years. I know that this

         11  particular orchestra features new American composers

         12  and certainly students in Brandeis High School fit

         13  into that category.

         14                 So, for having a very special

         15  collaboration, we are honoring these three groups

         16  here today. Thank you very much, Madam Speaker.

         17                 MR. GELLER: Thank you, Council Member

         18  Brewer, and Speaker Quinn.

         19                 American Composers Orchestra is about

         20  to celebrate its 30th anniversary. We are the only

         21  orchestra in the world devoted exclusively.

         22                 SPEAKER QUINN: A little quieter,

         23  please.

         24                 MR. GELLER: American Composters

         25  Orchestra is the only orchestra in the world devoted
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          2  exclusively to American composers and their music.

          3  We are very proud to be a part of the New York

          4  cultural community, and I dare say this orchestra

          5  could not exist anywhere else except New York.

          6                 I'd like to turn it over to my

          7  colleague and partner David Lennin from Local 802.

          8                 MR. LENNIN: Thank you very much.

          9                 The American Composers Orchestra's

         10  roster includes 83 of the finest musicians in the

         11  world, all of them members of Local 802, and we're

         12  glad to partner with the ACO in bringing exceptional

         13  American live music to the audiences and people of

         14  New York City, and we're deeply appreciative of the

         15  Council's continued support and generous support.

         16  Thank you very much.

         17                 MS. PAOLA: Okay, I'll introduce

         18  myself. My name is Paola, and I am the Education

         19  Director at American Composers Orchestra. One thing

         20  we have for you which is very special is we have

         21  four composers from Brandeis High School, and Eva

         22  Egov (phonetic), who is the music teacher, who we

         23  actually developed a program integrating music

         24  technology and composing for kids. And I have to say

         25  there's really nothing like it in the City and we're
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          2  thrilled by it.

          3                 So, I'm going to actually be playing

          4  four excerpts by four composers who are here today,

          5  but before I do that I want to introduce you to the

          6  reason this is possible, Eva Egov, the music teacher

          7  at Brandeis High School.

          8                 MS. EGOV: My name is Eve Egov. I am

          9  the music teacher at Brandeis High School, and these

         10  are four of my lovely students. We're very happy and

         11  honored to be here today. They started out in

         12  January, and they haven't had any music before, and

         13  through the use of technology, and the help with the

         14  ACO, they have been able to compose. And Paola has

         15  excerpts of their music.

         16                 SPEAKER QUINN: Great. If the Clerk,

         17  could please read the proclamation. Thank you.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council of the City of

         19  New York Proclamation.

         20                 Whereas, the Council of the City of

         21  New York is pleased and proud to honor the American

         22  Composers Orchestra for its outstanding

         23  contributions to the legacy of American music; and

         24                 Whereas, The American Composers

         25  Orchestra (ACO) is the only orchestra in the world
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          2  dedicated to the creation, performance, preservation

          3  and promulgation of music by American composers; and

          4                 Whereas, ACO has performed music by

          5  500 American composers, including more than 100

          6  world premieres by American composers of all

          7  backgrounds;

          8                 Whereas, ACO is an orchestra made up

          9  of 83 of the finest instrumentalists in the world --

         10  all members The Associated Musicians of Greater New

         11  York of the American Federation of Musicians, Local

         12  802;

         13                 Whereas, ACO is a cultural and

         14  educational innovator, whose programs include "Music

         15  Factory", "Coming to America", "Orchestra Tech", and

         16  "Sonidos de Las Americans"; and

         17                 Whereas, ACO has won numerous awards

         18  for adventurous programming and excellence in

         19  community engagement, and has been called, "the

         20  orchestra that has done the most for New American

         21  Music in the United States;"

         22                 Whereas, ACO could not exist anywhere

         23  else but in New York, both thriving on and

         24  reflecting the talent, richness and vibrancy of the

         25  people of this great city; and
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          2                 Whereas, Founded in 1977, ACO stands

          3  now on the eve of its 30th anniversary season; now,

          4  therefore

          5                 Be It Known that the Council of the

          6  City of New York most gratefully honors the American

          7  Composers Orchestra for its outstanding commitment

          8  to music in this country.

          9                 Christine C. Quinn, Speaker for the

         10  Entire Council; Gale Brewer, Council Member, 6th

         11  District.

         12                 SPEAKER QUINN: And I think we've

         13  jumped the gun. We've heard one or two? If we could

         14  play the others, if you have them.

         15                 Thank you.

         16                 All right, now we're going to have

         17  our last ceremonial.

         18                 I ask Rida Fatima and her family to

         19  come up.

         20                 So, I want to ask all of my

         21  colleagues to say hello to Rida Fatima. After I got

         22  elected Speaker, Rida sent me this terrific

         23  hand-made card, highlighting my election as first

         24  female Speaker of the City Council, and I was so

         25  touched by all the time and effort she put in, I
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          2  asked her to come down and join us today at the City

          3  Council, and she brought this poster from her whole

          4  class. So, I wanted to thank her so much.

          5                 And her sister, who was PS 130 Q

          6  student of the month, has written a little poem

          7  she's going to read.

          8                 MS. FATIMA: Queen, Queen, Queen, are

          9  you from the Borough Queen? If you are, I am too.

         10                 Queen, Queen, Queen, do you like

         11  green beans? I love green beans.

         12                 Queen, Queen, Queen, I'll tell you a

         13  little secret - you are my Queen.

         14                 SPEAKER QUINN: And I wanted to give

         15  Rida this official City Council Citation, a

         16  Speaker's Achievement Award, for all the effort she

         17  took out of her time and day making me that

         18  wonderful card and doing this project in her class.

         19  It really meant a lot to me.

         20                 Thank you all very much.

         21                 All right, I want to get started.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Roll call.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Addabbo.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Arroyo.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Avella.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Baez.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Barron.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Here. Here.

          9  Here. Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Brewer.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Clarke.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Comrie.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: DeBlasio.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dickens.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dilan.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Felder.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Fidler.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Foster.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gallagher.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Garodnick.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gennaro.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gentile.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gerson.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gioia.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gonzalez.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jackson.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Here.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Katz.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Koppell.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lanza.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lappin.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Liu.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Mark Viverito.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK VIVERITO: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Martinez.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: McMahon.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Mealy.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Mendez.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Monserrate.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Nelson.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Here.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         25  please. We can barely hear him speaking. Quiet.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Recchia.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reyna.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sanders.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Seabrook.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sears.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Stewart.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vacca.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vallone.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vann.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Weprin.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: White.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Yassky.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lanza.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Oddo.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rivera.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Speaker Quinn.

          9                 SPEAKER QUINN: Here.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: A quorum is

         11  present.

         12                 Invocation by Reverend Renee

         13  Washington.

         14                 Is Reverend Washington -- oh, I'm

         15  sorry. Hi.

         16                 REVEREND WASHINGTON: How are you?

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All rise.

         18                 REVEREND WASHINGTON: Let's pray.

         19                 Our God and our Father, we come in

         20  the name of the Creator of us all. We thank you for

         21  this day, because truly this is the day that you

         22  have made, and we are rejoicing and glad in it.

         23                 We pray, God, right now that you

         24  would have free course in this place. We pray for

         25  the City of New York. We pray for our Mayor. We pray
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          2  for every City Council, every leader that's

          3  represented here. We pray for every community.

          4                 Now we pray for every budget, every

          5  plan, every agenda, that it would go forth, but you

          6  would get all the glory.

          7                 We ask now, Lord, that you would have

          8  your way in this place. We ask that you would bless

          9  us. Keep us. We pray for your love. We pray for your

         10  justice. We pray for your peace.

         11                 Now let the words of our mouth, and

         12  the meditation of our hearts be acceptable in Thy

         13  sight, oh, Lord, our strength and our redeemer, and

         14  let the people of God say, amen.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Motion that

         16  the Invocation be read into the record, by Council

         17  Member Dickens.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Motion to

         19  spread the Invocation in full upon the record.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Adoption of

         21  the Minutes --

         22                 SPEAKER QUINN: Madam Public Advocate

         23  Gotbaum, if I could just interrupt for a second, and

         24  ask my colleagues to stand for a moment.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Sure.
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          2                 SPEAKER QUINN: I'm sorry, I should

          3  have said this right after the Invocation.

          4                 Sadly, we have lost two New Yorkers

          5  in the war in Iraq since our last Stated Meeting.

          6                 The first is Sergeant Bobby Mendez,

          7  38, of Brooklyn, who died of injuries sustained at

          8  Bagdad on April 27th, when an explosive device

          9  detonated near his Humm V. He was assigned to the

         10  Second Special Troops Battalion of the Second

         11  Brigade of the Fourth Infantry Division.

         12                 And in what is an unbelievably

         13  heart-breaking story, we've lost First Sergeant Jose

         14  Gomez, who was 23, of Coronia, and he died of

         15  injuries of April 27th, when an explosive device

         16  also detonated near his Humm V. He was assigned to

         17  the Tenth Calvary Fourth Brigade Fourth Infantry

         18  Division. He was three months into his second Iraqi

         19  tour, but he kept that secret from his mother so she

         20  wouldn't worry that he'd been sent back to Iraq, and

         21  in October 2003, Sergeant Gomez's fiance was also

         22  killed by a roadside bomb in Iraq.

         23                 So, if we could have a moment for

         24  both of them, for Sergeant Gomez's finance and for

         25  all of their family.
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          2                 (Moment of Silence observed.)

          3                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you, Madam

          4  Public Advocate.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

          6                 Adoption of the Minutes.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Madam Public

          8  Advocate, I move that the minutes of the Stated

          9  Meeting of April 5th, 2006, be adopted as printed.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         11                 Messages and Papers from the Mayor.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 117. Submitting the

         13  name Margery Perlmutter, appointment, Landmarks

         14  Preservation Commission.

         15                 SPEAKER QUINN: Rules, Privileges and

         16  Elections.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 118. Submitting an

         18  Expense Revenue Contract Budget.

         19                 SPEAKER QUINN: Finance.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 119. Submitting the

         21  Executive Capital Budget.

         22                 SPEAKER QUINN: Finance.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 120. Submitting the

         24  proposed City Fiscal Year 2007 budget.

         25                 SPEAKER QUINN: Finance.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 121. Submitting the

          3  Executive Budget.

          4                 SPEAKER QUINN: Finance.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 122. Submitting the

          6  Capital Commitment Plan.

          7                 SPEAKER QUINN: Finance.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 123. Submitting the

          9  Executive Budget geographic reports.

         10                 SPEAKER QUINN: Finance.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 124. Submitting the

         12  Executive Capital Budget.

         13                 SPEAKER QUINN: Finance.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 125. Submitting the

         15  budget summary.

         16                 SPEAKER QUINN: Finance.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:

         18  Communication from City, County and Borough Offices.

         19                 Please be quiet, there's a lot of

         20  noise today. I don't want to have to clear the room.

         21                 SPEAKER QUINN: But we will.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 126. From the

         23  Department of Finance. Third Party Transfer Program,

         24  Brooklyn.

         25                 SPEAKER QUINN: Housing and Buildings.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Petitions

          3  and Communications.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: None.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Land Use

          6  Call-Ups.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 127.

          8                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on Call-Up

          9  vote.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 128.

         11                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on Call-Up

         12  vote.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 129.

         14                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on Call-Up

         15  vote.

         16                 And if we could now have a roll call

         17  on the Land Use Call-Ups, please.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Madam Public
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          2  Advocate, I'm requesting permission to vote aye on

          3  all Land Use Call-Ups.

          4                 And with permission, I'd like to vote

          5  on all coupled general orders, and all items on

          6  Resolution Calendar.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          8                 Again, you're very noisy. I have no

          9  hesitation about clearing this room, unless you be

         10  quiet.

         11                 Thank you.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dickens.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

          9                 (No response.)

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Garodnick.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Yes.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Madam

         16  Speaker, I'd ask permission to vote on all Land Use

         17  Call-Ups and vote aye on all.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: I vote yes on

         23  all. Thank you.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lappin.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mark Viverito.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK VIVERITO: Yes.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mealy.

         23                 (No response.)

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mendez.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Yes.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: I'm here and I

         18  vote aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vacca.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Madam Chair,

         25  I vote aye on all and ask my colleagues for
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          2  unanimous consent to vote aye on all coupled general

          3  orders also.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Except

          6  Addabbo said no to that, so apparently I have to

          7  stay.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: I said so

          9  ordered.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: White.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: Yes, I vote

         16  aye. And I ask unanimous consent to vote on all

         17  coupled general orders.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: I vote aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  I vote aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Quinn.

          5                 SPEAKER QUINN: Yes.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Today's Land

          7  Use Call-Ups were adopted by a vote of 51 in the

          8  affirmative, and zero in the negative.

          9                 Communication from the Speaker.

         10                 SPEAKER QUINN: I apologize. We should

         11  have done this when we did the moment of silence

         12  earlier, but if I could ask my colleagues to again

         13  rise for a Moment of Silence for a New Yorker that

         14  we lost over the weekend. I'm sure everyone saw the

         15  stories in the paper about the murder of Tazmir

         16  Clark, a three-year-old young girl, and who lived in

         17  Charles's district. And I would ask us all to stand

         18  at a moment of silence for her and her family, and

         19  also for all the time she was robbed of.

         20                 (Moment of Silence observed.)

         21                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you. And thank

         22  you, Council Member Barron, for reminding us to do

         23  that today.

         24                 Today we are voting on a number of

         25  important pieces of legislation on Land Use matters.
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          2                 First I want to talk about the EBE

          3  bill, the Emerging Business piece of legislation

          4  that we are voting on today.

          5                 I'm sure we all remember the

          6  important MWBE legislation we passed at the end of

          7  our last legislative session. You know, and in that

          8  bill we sought to make sure that minorities and

          9  woman-owned businesses that were identified in the

         10  racial disparity study done by the City get the

         11  appropriate support that they need from the City to

         12  expand their participation in our economy and in

         13  business with the City of New York.

         14                 The Emerging Businesses Bill seeks to

         15  build on that commitment. And it does so in a very

         16  smart and focused way.

         17                 It recognizes that there are

         18  communities that may not have been captured in the

         19  MWBE disparity study, but who, nonetheless, have

         20  been the result of social and economic

         21  disenfranchisement in this City and social and

         22  economic disadvantage in this City.

         23                 And it says that we, as the City of

         24  New York, are setting a goal to make sure that those

         25  companies eventually become six percent of the
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          2  companies who we contract or subcontract with for

          3  under a million dollars.

          4                 And it says that the Council working

          5  with the Department of Small Business Services, will

          6  articulate a clear set of rules and clear set of

          7  goals and plans for capacity building and other

          8  linkages to make sure we meet this important six

          9  percent goal.

         10                 In doing this, following on our MWBE

         11  bill, we are sending a clear message that the

         12  Council is committed to growing the economy of the

         13  City of New York, but we're committed to doing that

         14  in a truly inclusive manner that makes sure that

         15  everyone gets to participate in the City's

         16  contracting process, that everyone can be part of

         17  the booming economy of our City, but also sends a

         18  message that we recognize that everyone has not

         19  always had a level playing field. And that it is

         20  appropriate for the City to target additional

         21  support and resources to emerging businesses, local

         22  emerging businesses, to make sure that those

         23  companies, our neighbors, are part of our

         24  contracting process.

         25                 I want to thank the Chair of the
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          2  Contracts Committee Yvette Clarke for her work on

          3  this. I want to thank our Education Chair who had

          4  been our contracts Chair, for his leadership in the

          5  prior session and this session on this bill.

          6                 And I want to in particular thank

          7  Council Member Diana Reyna, the prime sponsor of

          8  this bill who really led and shepherded this bill

          9  through the Council, bringing us to this point

         10  today, where I think, again, this building on top of

         11  our prior action is really going to move this City

         12  forward in a very significant way, in increasing the

         13  number of New Yorkers who are participating with the

         14  City in our contracting process, and therefore

         15  supporting more businesses and more diverse

         16  communities throughout our City.

         17                 And I want to call on Council Member

         18  Reyna to give us some comments and thoughts on the

         19  bill.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Thank you,

         21  Madam Speaker.

         22                 I rise to the occasion of calling

         23  upon my colleagues to continue supporting Intro.

         24  180-A. And as she has eloquently stated, the

         25  introduction of this bill is intended to establish a
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          2  race and gender-neutral program to enhance the

          3  procurement opportunities for businesses owned by

          4  persons who are both socially and economically

          5  disadvantaged.

          6                 The process of carving this

          7  legislation came about when we were in the process

          8  of crafting the MWBE bill.

          9                 Once it became Local Law 129 in 2005,

         10  we recognized that although MWBE existed in

         11  legislation form, we still had to go further to

         12  capture those communities that had not been part of

         13  perhaps a distinguished study claiming disparity.

         14                 And, so we move forward not just

         15  amongst us as legislators, but working with the

         16  small business community and its advocates to

         17  recognize and address barriers to opportunities,

         18  attributed to not just gender or race, but rather in

         19  a free environment of gender and race discrimination

         20  so that essentially we get the purest of intentions

         21  in making certain that if you're socially and

         22  economically disadvantaged and prove to be the case,

         23  you will benefit from this six percent goal of

         24  reaching procurement process procedures and

         25  participating in City procurement.
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          2                 There are businesses in New York City

          3  that are owned and operated by persons who may not

          4  be recognized by a disparity study suffering

          5  disparate treatment when competing for City

          6  contracts; yet, who, nevertheless, experience the

          7  burden of institutionalized social and economic

          8  disadvantage.

          9                 EBE is designed to assist such

         10  businesses. This is distinct legislation being

         11  proposed, and I look forward to working with my

         12  colleagues.

         13                 I'd like to thank sponsoring

         14  colleagues such as Liu, Gonzalez, Monserrate, Dilan,

         15  Martinez, Rivera, Baez, Palma, Arroyo, Clarke,

         16  Mark-Viverito, Sanders, Jr., Stewart, Foster,

         17  Comrie, Dickens, Jackson, James and Mendez for

         18  believing in the substance of this bill. And we look

         19  forward to the thriving community of small business

         20  that are the engine to the vitality of the City of

         21  New York.

         22                 Thank you, Madam Speaker.

         23                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you, again,

         24  Council Member Reyna, for your important work on

         25  this initiative.
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          2                 The other item I want to note that

          3  we're voting on today is the siting of the

          4  deployment center for the Office of Emergency

          5  Management.

          6                 Presently that site where OEM houses

          7  all of their emergency equipment, their mobile

          8  command vehicle, their other emergency response

          9  units, is on Pier 36 in Manhattan. That site is

         10  slated for public space and public access. There's

         11  been a lawsuit against OEM being there and the

         12  facility has to be relocated, and we're voting today

         13  on relocating that facility to Flushing Avenue in

         14  Bushwick.

         15                 It is very important, obviously, that

         16  OEM has an appropriate site for their equipment.

         17  That site has some very specific requirements,

         18  including that it be very accessible to modes of

         19  transportation, accessible to the quick and easy

         20  routes to all five boroughs.

         21                 The site that we're voting on today

         22  meets all of those requirements by OEM. They

         23  actually looked at over 40 sites before determining

         24  that this one would be appropriate.

         25                 There was some concern that they
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          2  might be staying at that facility too long,

          3  therefore, the term of the lease has been taken down

          4  and made smaller. There is also an interest in the

          5  neighborhood and from the local elected officials to

          6  make sure we don't say this will be an OEM site

          7  forever, and we continue to look at a rezoning for

          8  the area. We plan on working closely with Council

          9  Member Reyna and others on that matter to make sure

         10  we can move forward with appropriate and additional

         11  economic development for the area and also on zoning

         12  matters. But the item before us today is an

         13  important piece of solidifying our public safety

         14  infrastructure in this City, making sure our Office

         15  of Emergency Management has the space they need to

         16  hopefully never use it, but if there is a crisis or

         17  a tragedy, able to deploy their resources and their

         18  materials on a moment's notice to get to all

         19  boroughs, including Staten Island, as quickly as

         20  possible, and I would urge all of my colleagues to

         21  vote yes on both of these matters.

         22                 I want to thank Council Member Reyna

         23  for her work and advocacy on this issue. I want to

         24  thank Chairperson Lappin, the Chair of our Landmarks

         25  and Public Siting Committee, for her work on this,
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          2  and the Chair of our Land Use Committee, Melinda

          3  Katz for her tremendous work on this siting as well.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

          5  of General Orders.

          6                 Council Member Jackson. Sorry.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you,

          8  Madam Public Advocate.

          9                 My colleagues, I rise today to let

         10  you know that I compliment Diana Reyna and all those

         11  members involved and staff that was responsible in

         12  bringing about today in front of us Intro. 180-A,

         13  the Emergency -- Emerging Business Enterprise Bill,

         14  in which all people of color and those that are

         15  disadvantaged, either socially or economically, will

         16  have the opportunity to compete with others in New

         17  York City for the billions of dollars, billions of

         18  dollars that the City of New York gives out in

         19  contracts.

         20                 Secondly, I would like to just let

         21  you know that today we're voting on street name

         22  changes, and there's three from my district, Joseph

         23  F. Holland Way, who grew up in Inwood, attended

         24  Bronx High School of Science, Manhattan College, and

         25  his life was cut short on September 11th at the
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          2  World Trade Center where he worked as a floor trader

          3  at the Mercantile Exchange.

          4                 And Tommy Dowd Way, for Tommy Dowd,

          5  who grew up in Inwood, attended Good Shepard Grammer

          6  School, served as a member of the choir. He also

          7  attended Dominican College on a three-year

          8  scholarship. And Tommy was a dedicated husband,

          9  father and friend whose life was cut short, and he

         10  worked for Cantor Fitzgerald.

         11                 And Lieutenant Joseph G. Leavey Way,

         12  who perished as a firefighter. He died trying to

         13  save individuals, he died with his FDNY Brothers and

         14  Sisters that day. However, his commitment to this

         15  City and to the safety of the public will be forever

         16  missed. And his father Jim O'Toole, his stepfather,

         17  is here with us this afternoon.

         18                 And finally, the Dance Theatre of

         19  Harlem, as you know, they have continued to serve

         20  thousands of people each year through its school

         21  education and community outreach program and

         22  professional dance company, and since its inception

         23  in '69, the Dance Theatre of Harlem has grown from

         24  two professional dancers with 30 children to a

         25  leading arts institution unparalleled in the world.
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          2  And those are the street name changes in my district

          3  this afternoon. Thanks very much.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          5  Member Martinez.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Madam Public

          7  Advocate, I rise to commend Council Member Reyna on

          8  Intro. 180-A, which it is bill that is about

          9  opportunity and is about equity for the City of New

         10  York to ensure that everyone has an opportunity to

         11  do business with the City of New York, regardless of

         12  which community, regardless of which language,

         13  regardless of how you look, but rather opening the

         14  doors of opportunity for everyone to do business

         15  with the City of New York especially those

         16  individuals that may not have the voice or the

         17  resources many times --

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         19  please.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: As I was

         21  saying, especially many of those individuals that

         22  may not have the resources or the voices when they

         23  want to conduct business with the City of New York.

         24  The doors are now open to do business with the City

         25  of New York throughout the five boroughs, in each
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          2  corner of each borough. So, I want to commend

          3  Council Member Reyna on that. And I also want to

          4  highlight and commend Diana Reyna also on the

          5  negotiation to ensure that her district get the best

          6  possible options when it comes to moving the OMB

          7  facility in her district.

          8                 I know that the constituents in her

          9  district are now better served with the work that

         10  Council Member Reyna has done on that particular

         11  item.

         12                 Thank you, Madam Advocate.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Again,

         14  you're not showing very much consideration for your

         15  colleagues. Please be quiet, especially when they're

         16  talking.

         17                 Council Member Barron.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: That was most

         19  appropriate before I get up to speak, Madam Public

         20  Advocate, that you would tell them.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: I

         22  anticipated that, Charles.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you.

         24                 I just wanted to rise to ask my

         25  colleagues and to say that I appreciate the support
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          2  that we're going to have for Bob Marley, who was a

          3  very revolutionary regae artist from Jamaica, who

          4  we'll be naming a street after in Brooklyn.

          5                 And he was very, very instrumental in

          6  singing redemption songs, songs of freedom, and

          7  encouraging us to emancipate ourselves from mental

          8  slavery and I think that this is a significant

          9  street name in that it is a man who brought two

         10  forces together in Jamaica that was really opposing

         11  each other, and never before did Edward Siaga and

         12  Michael Lanley be united on the stage, other than

         13  the unity of the cultural power of Bob Marley. So

         14  he's a very positive force in our community, and we

         15  are being honored to have his name beared on a

         16  street in Brooklyn.

         17                 So, Bob Marley, may you continue to

         18  rest in peace and his spirit live on.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         20  Member Clarke.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you,

         22  Madam Public Advocate. I wanted to just rise and

         23  congratulate my colleague Diana Reyna. Today was a

         24  very strenuous day for her. But I think there was

         25  victory on two fronts. First being what she was able
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          2  to negotiate with the Administration with respect to

          3  the OEM warehouse which is located in her district;

          4  and, second, the passing today of the EBE

          5  legislation which I believe will help to address a

          6  lot of the disparity and discrimination that exists

          7  within our City's contracting practices.

          8                 I wanted to also extend to Daniel

          9  Serrano, the Counsel to the Committee, Anita Taylor,

         10  my Chief of Staff, Jake Herring and Shiela Horgan.

         11  Congratulations on a job well done. As well as the

         12  Speaker's Office and Rob Newman for the work that

         13  they did in really relaying what had been a work in

         14  progress prior to me becoming Chair, and really

         15  making this possible today.

         16                 And, finally, to add my voice to that

         17  of Councilman Barron, who was successful in putting

         18  forth Bob Marley's name, the co-naming for Church

         19  Avenue, which actually extends the length of a

         20  couple of Council districts, and say that the

         21  Community Board 17, which has really been the

         22  spearhead of this initiative, has met the criteria

         23  set forth by my office for support of extending that

         24  the length of Church Avenue. And I look forward to

         25  adding my name in legislation for the co-naming of
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          2  Church Avenue to Bob Marley Boulevard.

          3                 Thank you very much, Madam Public

          4  Advocate.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          6  Member Gerson.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Thank you,

          8  Madam Public Advocate.

          9                 First of all, I want to commend and

         10  thank my colleagues on the Land Use Committee and

         11  our leaders there, Council Member Melinda Katz and

         12  Council Member Tony Avella, for their work in

         13  spearheading a very complicated, variance procedure

         14  pertaining to 311 West Broadway.

         15                 I urge all of my colleagues to vote

         16  in the affirmative on this. Having reached an

         17  agreement between the developer and the adjoining

         18  property owners and residents, it was very

         19  complicated due to the fragile nature of the

         20  adjoining structures in the presence of an

         21  underground watertable, and we really, with the

         22  agreement reached, to facilitate the development

         23  with very needed underground parking, with adequate

         24  unprecedented protection for historic, fragile

         25  buildings, it really will be a model development.
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          2                 And, again, I thank the Land Use

          3  Committee, Council Members Katz and Avella, for

          4  making this possible, and urge everyone to vote in

          5  the affirmative.

          6                 Also, I want to call your attention

          7  to a street naming just a few blocks from here. With

          8  your affirmative vote we will rename a portion of

          9  Lafayette Street, between White and Leonard as Court

         10  Officers Memorial Way. Often these court officers

         11  are the unsung heroes of our safety net, of our

         12  protective services. They rushed to the Ground Zero

         13  site of 9/11, they performed heroically and saved

         14  lives, and this is a very well-deserved honor for

         15  them and for that entire cadre of dedicated

         16  professionals. I urge you to vote aye.

         17                 Thank you very much.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         19  Member Stewart.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Thank you,

         21  Madam Public Advocate. Brothers and sisters, I'd

         22  like to say If The Cap Fits, Wear It. If I did not

         23  shoot the sheriff, I shot the deputy (sic), One

         24  Love. Those were the words of Bob Marley, and now

         25  we're going to have Bob Marley Boulevard in
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          2  Brooklyn.

          3                 Just keep in mind when you come to

          4  Central Brooklyn, you'll be hearing and seeing those

          5  words. Thank you.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          7  Member Monserrate.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Well, as a

          9  former police officer, I'll stay away from those

         10  lyrics. Even though I like Bob Marley, I could have

         11  done without those lyrics.

         12                 But let me say, I want to commend my

         13  colleague, Council Member Reyna, and her leadership,

         14  on this very important legislation. But I also want

         15  to thank all our colleagues here for voting the

         16  recent street renamings. You know, so much has been

         17  said about the City Council's role in street

         18  renaming. We know that it pays a very important

         19  function.

         20                 One of the street namings that we're

         21  doing today is for an army gentleman by the name of

         22  Bustamante from Queens, and, unfortunately, we have

         23  suffered two losses. Today I was at the funeral for

         24  Sergeant Gomez. Five blocks away from Corporal

         25  Bustamante, and I want to thank all my colleagues
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          2  for paying this tribute to both these families, and

          3  God bless our soldiers overseas.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          5  Member Yassky.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: I would like

          7  to just thank my colleagues for supporting one of

          8  the street renamings in this package which will

          9  rename a corner in Park Slope for a woman named

         10  Jackie Connor. And I just would like to tell you, my

         11  colleagues, that Jackie's brother, Chuck Connor, is

         12  with us today. He is sitting over there by the side

         13  of the Chamber.

         14                 And Jackie Connor was referred to as

         15  the Mayor of Park Slope, which actually understates

         16  her role, because she was Mayor, City Council

         17  member, Sanitation Commissioner, Parks Commissioner,

         18  all rolled into one.

         19                 Every neighborhood should have, and

         20  unfortunately not every neighborhood does have

         21  someone like Jackie, who did without any pay or any

         22  real recognition, the work of dozens and dozens of

         23  people.

         24                 So, I thank you, colleagues, for

         25  supporting this.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing

          3  nobody else -- oh, Council Member Reyna.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: I'm sorry. I

          5  just wanted to take this opportunity, Madam Public

          6  Advocate, to express my sentiment as to the good

          7  fortune of two people and whose families are going

          8  to celebrate the lives of these two individuals, one

          9  being Reverend, or Monsignor Bryan Karvelis from

         10  Transfiguration Church, and the other Luis Pena, who

         11  are both instrumental rocks in our community who we

         12  wanted to pay tribute in the most respectful way,

         13  and the only way we can possibly know that they'll

         14  always be remembered in the community of

         15  Williamsburg by naming a street after them.

         16                 Reverend Bryan Karvelis was the

         17  Monsignor who saw me grow up, and til this day he

         18  will always be remembered in my heart. He is my

         19  conscience and I look forward to seeing the day when

         20  I can see his name shine on the corner of Marcy

         21  Avenue and Cooper.

         22                 I also want to pay tribute to Luis

         23  Pena, a veteran, a proud Puerto Rican, a leader, an

         24  advocate, a supporter, a friend, and his trials and

         25  tribulation til this day are a testament to what he
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          2  believed in, the community he lived and died in, and

          3  for.

          4                 And he fought for our freedom as a

          5  nation. And as a proud Puerto Rican, he made sure

          6  that the Latino influence in Williamsburg, remained

          7  life, vibrant, and we hope to only honor him and his

          8  actions through all of our participation in always

          9  remembering what he lived for.

         10                 So, I thank our Council, our body,

         11  and the process in allowing us the opportunity to

         12  pay tribute to two heroes.

         13                 Thank you.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         15  Member Mendez.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Thank you,

         17  Madam Public Advocate. I want to thank my colleagues

         18  for supporting the naming of East Ninth Street

         19  between B and C, after one of our community heroes,

         20  Armando Perez, who was --

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         22  please.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Armando Perez

         24  was a Lower East Side hero was senselessly murdered

         25  back in 1999. He was a community board member of

                                                            68

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  Community Board 3, Democratic District Leader, but

          3  involved in every social movement to revitalize and

          4  preserve our community, and in our current struggle,

          5  an organization that he founded, Charaz Bohio, a

          6  cultural community center, which we are trying to

          7  landmark, in his memory. I thank everyone for

          8  co-naming East Ninth Street after Armando Perez.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         10  Member James.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Thank you.

         12                 I'd like to speak in regards to the

         13  co-naming of Lafayette Avenue and St. James Place in

         14  the Clinton Hill community.

         15                 Co-named after Anesta Samuel, Ms.

         16  Samuel was a well-known and well-loved community

         17  activist and philanthropist. Originally from Panama,

         18  she started a very successful line of women's beauty

         19  products and became one of Panama's leading

         20  businesswomen. When she moved to New York, she

         21  graduated from an American High School and went on

         22  to receive a BA and Master's in early childhood

         23  education. Throughout her life she was deeply

         24  involved in her church, which was also my church,

         25  Emanuel Baptist Church.
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          2                 As a proud member of Emanuel Baptist

          3  Church, I proudly co-name Lafayette Avenue and St.

          4  James after Ms. Anesta Samuel who also went on to

          5  receive awards from the NAACP, the Black Political

          6  Action Union, and the City Council of New York.

          7                 To my members of Emanuel Baptist

          8  Church, I look forward to a celebration in honor of

          9  Ms. Samuel and all that she did in the Clinton Hill

         10  community and for our church, Emanuel Baptist

         11  Church. Thank you.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         13  Member Fidler.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: On behalf of

         15  the families of Bob Stonehill, and Abe Zelmanowitz,

         16  I want to thank Helen Foster and the Parks Committee

         17  for passing the street renamings in there in memory.

         18  Bob Stonehill was the Founder and the driving force

         19  behind Flatlands Voluntary Ambulance Corps. It's

         20  certainly not without exaggeration to say Bob

         21  Stonehill saved many lives before he, himself,

         22  passed away.

         23                 Abe Zelmanowitz was a civilian who

         24  died on 9/11 in one of the towers. And Abe's story

         25  is kind of compelling. He died because he refused to
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          2  leave a wheelchair-bound person who could not

          3  evacuate from the building while the towers were

          4  burning. And his bravery is truly an inspiration to

          5  all of us, and so both of these honors are very,

          6  very well deserved, and I just want to thank the

          7  Council for passing this bill.

          8                 Thank you.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing

         10  nobody else, Report of Special Committees.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: None.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Reports of

         13  Standing Committees.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         15  Committee on Contracts.

         16                 Intro 180-A, opportunities for

         17  Emerging Business Enterprises.

         18                 SPEAKER QUINN: Amended and coupled on

         19  the general orders.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         21  Committee on Finance.

         22                 Preconsidered Reso 295. The

         23  establishment of the Bayridge Fifth Avenue Business

         24  Improvement District.

         25                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General
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          2  Orders.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered LU 144

          4  and Reso 302. HPD Cornerstone Program, Manhattan.

          5                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          6  Orders.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered LU 145

          8  and Reso 303. Section 202 Housing Program,

          9  Manhattan.

         10                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         11  Orders.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered LU 145

         13  and Reso 304. Section 202 Housing Program,

         14  Manhattan.

         15                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         16  Orders.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered LU 147

         18  and Reso 305. Cornerstone Program, Manhattan.

         19                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         20  Orders.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         22  Committee on Land Use.

         23                 LU 53 and Reso 306. UDAAP, Manhattan.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         25  please.
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          2                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          3  Orders.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 55 and Reso 307.

          5  UDAAP, Brooklyn.

          6                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          7  Orders.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 66 and Reso 308.

          9  ULURP, Manhattan.

         10                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         11  Orders.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 67 and Reso 309.

         13  ULURP, Manhattan.

         14                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         15  Orders.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 97 and Reso 310.

         17  UDAAP, Manhattan.

         18                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         19  Orders.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 111, and Reso 311.

         21  UDAAP, Brooklyn.

         22                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         23  Orders.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 112 and Reso 312.

         25  UDAAP, Brooklyn.
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          2                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          3  Orders.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 113 and Reso 313.

          5  UDAAP, Brooklyn.

          6                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          7  Orders.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 114 and Reso 314.

          9  UDAAP, Brooklyn.

         10                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         11  Orders.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 115 and Reso 315.

         13  UDAAP, Brooklyn.

         14                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         15  Orders.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 116 and Reso 316.

         17  UDAAP, Brooklyn.

         18                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         19  Orders.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 117 and Reso 317.

         21  Sidewalk cafe, Manhattan.

         22                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         23  Orders.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 118 and Reso 318.

         25  ULURP, Brooklyn.
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          2                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          3  Orders.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 119, and Reso 319.

          5  Zoning Resolution amendment.

          6                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          7  Orders.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 120 and Reso 320.

          9  ULURP, Manhattan.

         10                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         11  Orders.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 121 and Reso 321.

         13  ULURP, Manhattan.

         14                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         15  Orders.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 122 and Reso 322.

         17  UDAAP, Bronx.

         18                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         19  Orders.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 124, and reso 323.

         21  Proposed site for a high school facility, Manhattan.

         22                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         23  Orders.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 129 and Reso 324.

         25  UDAAP, Manhattan.
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          2                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          3  Orders.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 130 and Reso 325.

          5  UDAAP, Manhattan.

          6                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          7  Orders.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 132 and Reso 326.

          9  UDAAP, Manhattan.

         10                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         11  Orders.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 134 and Reso 327.

         13  UDAAP, Queens.

         14                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         15  Orders.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 135 and Reso 328.

         17  UDAAP, Queens.

         18                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         19  Orders.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered LU 148

         21  and Reso 329. In rem action, Bronx.

         22                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         23  Orders.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered LU 149

         25  and Reso 330. In rem action Queens.
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          2                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          3  Orders.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered LU 150,

          5  and Reso 331, in rem action, Queens.

          6                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          7  Order.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered LU 151

          9  and Reso 332. In rem action, Manhattan.

         10                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         11  Orders.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered LU 152

         13  and Reso 333. In rem action, Bronx.

         14                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled to be filed,

         15  pursuant to letter of withdrawal.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         17  Committee on Parks and Recreation.

         18                 Intro. 289-A. Naming of 58

         19  thoroughfares and public places.

         20                 SPEAKER QUINN: Amended and coupled on

         21  General Orders.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: General

         23  Order Calendar.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Resolution appointing

         25  various persons Commissioner of Deeds.
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          2                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          3  Orders.

          4                 And at this point I ask for a roll

          5  call on all items coupled on the General Order

          6  Calendar.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         20                 (No response.)

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dickens.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: I vote aye on

          5  all, except for Intro. 180-A, I vote no.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

          9                 (No response.)

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye on all,

         12  with the exception of Intro. 180-A, on which I will

         13  be voting no.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Garodnick.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Yes.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: I vote yes on

         24  all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: No on Intro

         13  180-A, aye on the rest.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lappin.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mark-Viverito.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK-VIVERITO: Aye on

         20  all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mealy.
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          2                 (No response.)

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mendez.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

          6                 (No response.)

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         18                 (No response.)

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Yes on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vacca.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

          6                 (No response.)

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

          8                 (No response.)

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mealy.

         12                 (No response.)

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: (Not using

         15  microphone.)

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         17  COUNCIL.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Thank you,

         19  Madam Public Advocate.

         20                 I want to congratulate Councilman

         21  Diana Reyna, for Intro 180-A, the Emerging Business

         22  Enterprise Bill, and also all of her efforts to

         23  fight for her vision of her community to make sure

         24  that her community has an opportunity to move from a

         25  warehouse community to a community that has a
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          2  thriving retail and commercial business enterprise.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

          4  please.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Sorry. I had

          6  something caught in my throat.

          7                 And I also want to congratulate all

          8  of the people that have pledged to make sure that

          9  the Emerging Business Enterprize Program and the

         10  MWBE Program, are programs that will really help to

         11  create economic opportunities for minorities in the

         12  City, which is going back to her need to make sure

         13  that she has an economic engine in her district that

         14  can create jobs, that can make sure that we have

         15  housing and affordable housing and make sure that we

         16  develop opportunities for people to have business

         17  locations and work locations.

         18                 So, I want to congratulate her on

         19  both of these issues. I want to congratulate also

         20  the Speaker's Office, who worked tirelessly, the

         21  Land Use Chair and the Subcommittee that held an

         22  extensive hearing on the rezoning project for the

         23  OEM, and I want to congratulate, but I'm losing my

         24  voice, so I think I'm going to stop. But I want to

         25  just thank everyone that has been involved with
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          2  making sure that the Council member achieves her

          3  vision because this process starts today, but it

          4  does not end today.

          5                 Thank you.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

          7                 (No response).

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: No on 180-A and

         10  yes on all others.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: I vote aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Quinn.

         16                 SPEAKER QUINN: Yes.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: With the

         18  exception of proposed Intro. 180-A, which is adopted

         19  by a vote of 46 in the affirmative, four in the

         20  negative and zero abstentions.

         21                 Introduction and Reading of Bills.

         22                 SPEAKER QUINN: All bills are referred

         23  to the committee as indicated on the agenda.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

         25  of Resolutions.
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          2                 Seeing none -- yes, Council Member

          3  Brewer. One minute.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: I'm supporting

          5  Resolution 136-A. Thanks to Council Member Katz,

          6  Chair of Land Use, I'm hoping that the City Council

          7  will oppose the Coat Bill in Washington. That bill

          8  would curtail public access channels for our cities

          9  around the United States, would tell us that we

         10  could not participate in stopping red-lining, that

         11  we cannot have a decision about right-of-way and

         12  pulling up our streets, and we could lose $81

         13  million in franchise fees.

         14                 So, I feel very strongly that it will

         15  be good for the City of New York to be able to say

         16  that we want to continue for our service needs, to

         17  call 3-1-1 and not call the FCC. I support, and hope

         18  you will, 136-A. Thank you very much.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         20  Member Gerson.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Madam Public

         22  Advocate, thank you.

         23                 My colleagues, I urge all to vote in

         24  the affirmative on Resolution 187-A. This resolution

         25  would call upon the federal Environmental Protection
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          2  Agency to rethink and redraft its proposed plans for

          3  reviewing, correcting, the clean-up efforts, such as

          4  it has been to date in Lower Manhattan, and putting

          5  in place a real plan which will have real efforts to

          6  check and make sure that all toxins, all pollutants

          7  have been removed from all parts of our City, from

          8  Lower Manhattan to Brooklyn to further Uptown in

          9  Manhattan, which were under the plume. This is a

         10  very important resolution. Lives are at stake. If

         11  asbestos and other toxins are not removed, they will

         12  remain forever to be breathed in and poison us

         13  slowly but surely. Please vote yes. Thank you.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         15  Member Vann.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Yes, Madam

         17  Public Advocate, I introduced 346 today. It's a bill

         18  that has gone through a number of public hearings,

         19  intensive involvement by focus groups and --

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         21  member, this is General Discussion.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: General

         23  Discussion?

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: On the

         25  resolutions, yes.

                                                            86

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Thank you.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: We'll put

          4  you down for the next batch.

          5                 Okay, we'll have a voice vote on the

          6  resos, a voice vote on the resos.

          7                 Okay, Resolution 136-A. All in favor?

          8                 Opposed?

          9                 Adopted.

         10                 Reso 187-A. In favor?

         11                 Opposed?

         12                 Adopted.

         13                 General Discussion.

         14                 Council Member Palma.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Thank you,

         16  Madam Public Advocate.

         17                 My colleagues, I want to bring your

         18  attention to Intro. 342 which addresses the Housing

         19  Stability Plus Program.

         20                 The introduction of the bill that I'm

         21  doing actually addresses the 20 percent reduction in

         22  the program. As the program stands now, you need to

         23  be a public assistance recipient to receive the

         24  benefit, and after the first year, up to five years,

         25  the recipients of this program, and lose 20 percent
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          2  of their benefit, making it hard for them to pay

          3  their rent, because they cannot obtain employment.

          4  If they do, then they end up losing the public

          5  assistance and the Housing Stability Plus Program.

          6                 So, what I'm calling on the

          7  Administration to do is to create a fund to make

          8  sure that people who are facing eviction are able to

          9  stay in their apartments and not return into the

         10  shelter system.

         11                 I want to thank our Speaker because

         12  she's also on top of this issue in making sure that

         13  the Housing Stability Plus Program puts people in

         14  apartments that are adequate apartments for living

         15  and that the inspections be done properly.

         16                 So, I ask you to support Intro. 342

         17  and sign onto the bill. Thank you.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         19  Member Barron.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you,

         21  Madam Chair.

         22                 I rise to ask your support of the

         23  Street Vendors for Justice, and Intro. 324, to

         24  remove the caps that are forbidding them for getting

         25  licenses. They are hard-working entrepreneurs. They

                                                            88

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  created their own jobs, and yet there are caps. Caps

          3  are ineffective. Caps are discriminatory. Caps have

          4  no place in stopping those for trying to make a

          5  living for their families.

          6                 There are 14,000 vendors on the

          7  street, yet there are only 853 merchandise licenses,

          8  there are only 3,000 food cart licenses, and it's

          9  time for us to remove the cap from vendors, and

         10  allow them, like every other industry does, to vend

         11  and make money for their families, for rent, for

         12  clothing, for their shelter and necessities in life.

         13                 The vendors contribute capital to the

         14  economy, cultural and intellectual capital, and we

         15  should be about helping our vendors by removing the

         16  caps.

         17                 So, I encourage you to support Intro

         18  324. And I'd like you to continue to pray for the

         19  family of Tazmir Clark, a three-year-old angel,

         20  didn't even get the chance to go to day care, and

         21  her life has been shortened by a bullet.

         22                 We've got to put the guns down in New

         23  York City, and raise the peace, increase the peace.

         24  And please pray for the grandmother, Mary Lee Clark.

         25  She is in Brookdale Hospital now with a bullet
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          2  lodged in her brain and two in her abdomen, and she

          3  is just holding on for dear life. For the family of

          4  Clark, we ask that you continue to pray for them and

          5  pray for her speedy recovery.

          6                 Thank you.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

          8                 Council Member Comrie.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: My colleagues,

         10  I'd like to call your attention to three pieces of

         11  legislation that I'm introducing today.

         12                 Intro. 329, which deals with the

         13  demolition of site safety coordinators to be

         14  required at demolition sites. This is long overdue.

         15  It was introduced during our last session, and it

         16  would give some semblance of professional control at

         17  these sites.

         18                 Numerous accidents and even

         19  fatalities have occurred during demolition work, and

         20  the public and workers need better protection.

         21                 Also, Intro. 330, which regulates the

         22  licensing of demolition contractors and the

         23  registration of demolition contracting businesses.

         24                 It's almost absurd that in this day

         25  and age, especially with all of the rehab work and

                                                            90

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  the work that's being done in the City, that all of

          3  the demolition that's going on in the City, that

          4  they're not regulated or licensed.

          5                 This truly is an industry that has to

          6  be given some regulation and license, especially in

          7  light of the fact that we have so much work going on

          8  in the City.

          9                 Lastly, Intro. 331, which is a local

         10  law which will amend the Administrative Code of the

         11  City of New York, regarding regulating and licensing

         12  the petty cab industry, which is an industry that

         13  has exploded since 9/11, but is totally unregulated

         14  at the time. It is an industry that has actually

         15  asked us to help regulate them so that they can be

         16  put under some uniform requirements, that they can

         17  be able to go and get insurance for either an

         18  individual, or a group. So, it's important that we

         19  deal with this.

         20                 We will have a Committee meeting on

         21  this this Thursday at 1:00, and I would ask any

         22  member that's interested in this issue, to please

         23  try and attend.

         24                 Thank you.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council
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          2  Member Jackson.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you,

          4  Madam Public Advocate.

          5                 My colleagues, I rise today to ask

          6  you to support Reso 291, which is sponsored by my

          7  colleague Simcha Felder, Leroy Comrie and Lew Fidler

          8  and myself.

          9                 It's a resolution urging the New York

         10  State Legislature and the State Board of Election to

         11  refrain from implementing the current plan, for

         12  compliance with the Federal Help America Vote Act,

         13  or HAVA, of 2002, and the concentrated efforts on

         14  ensuring that New York is appropriately HAVA

         15  compliant for 2007, and that the compliance process

         16  be transparent and secure, in making sure that every

         17  vote is counted, and that there's a way to ensure

         18  that not only people can vote with paper, but also

         19  that it's verifiable.

         20                 We know what happened in Florida

         21  several years ago, and we want to ensure that people

         22  have the opportunity to vote and be secured and be

         23  counted and that all those individuals that are able

         24  to vote, whether they be blind or physically

         25  handicapped, to have access to voting in New York
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          2  City.

          3                 So, I ask all of you on behalf of my

          4  colleague, Simcha Felder, the Chair of the

          5  Government Operations Committee, myself, Leroy

          6  Comrie and Lew Fidler, to sign onto Reso 291. Thank

          7  you.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          9  Member DeBlasio.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Thank you,

         11  Madam Public Advocate.

         12                 I just want to commend the activists

         13  from District Council 1707 and the many advocates on

         14  behalf of children who gathered earlier today to

         15  raise the continued concerns, I know so many of the

         16  members of the Council feel on the Administration's

         17  policy related to quote/unquote Out-of-School Time.

         18  I think the message today, both from the advocates

         19  and from the union leadership, was that we have

         20  tremendous unresolved questions. We have a lot of

         21  children, who it appears will not be getting child

         22  care going forward who have gotten it in the past.

         23  We have non-profits in our communities whose future,

         24  financially and otherwise, is in doubt, and we have

         25  a situation where the quality of the child care that
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          2  will be provided, and the impact it will have on

          3  whether workers are unionized or not, are questions

          4  that are very much up in the air, and I think

          5  there's a lot of skepticism about it.

          6                 So, once again, I think a lot of us

          7  would like to say to the Administration, it's time

          8  to reassess the Out-of-School Time program. It's

          9  time to look at the fact that we had a successful

         10  model with the Administration for Children's running

         11  child care for children of that age, and not to

         12  continue to move on a path that might endanger the

         13  survival of community-based organizations, but to

         14  look for a way to compromise and protect those vital

         15  institutions in our community.

         16                 Thank you.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         18  Member Vann.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Yes, thank you,

         20  Madam Public Advocate.

         21                 The bill that I have introduced

         22  today, Intro. 346, is as a result of a lot and

         23  intense involvement of public hearings, focus

         24  groups, involvement from community leaders,

         25  advocates, academics and everybody concerned about
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          2  New York City.

          3                 Oddly enough, it was aided also by

          4  the aftermath of Katrina. Because it's the aftermath

          5  of Katrina where we experienced the deny and

          6  neglect, that is the people of the Gulf Coast

          7  experienced deny and neglect by their own

          8  government, our own federal government.

          9                 It has since been clarified and

         10  revealed that it is probably the estate of poverty

         11  that earned them such neglect.

         12                 Consequently, this tragedy has caused

         13  not only this country, countries all over the world,

         14  to take a look at and review and refocus on poverty,

         15  because poverty is a constant phenomenon. It is in

         16  New Orleans, and unfortunately, it is also true in

         17  New York City.

         18                 The bill I have introduced today will

         19  designate the highest poverty areas in New York City

         20  as community development zones, and by this avenue,

         21  allow us to strategically address poverty through

         22  economic development and human service delivery.

         23                 Once this bill is passed, I'm clear

         24  that it will become landmark legislation that will

         25  be emulated by municipalities from throughout the
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          2  country. I invite and encourage all of my colleagues

          3  to sign on as a sponsor in this very, very

          4  significant piece of legislation.

          5                 Again, the focus, the refocus is on

          6  poverty. The Mayor spoke of it in his State of the

          7  City, our Speaker spoke on it in her State of the

          8  City, and now we have an opportunity again to

          9  address what has been constant and a shame

         10  throughout this country, poverty in all of our

         11  cities, and poverty in New York City.

         12                 Thank you.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         14  Member Mendez.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Thank you,

         16  Madam Public Advocate.

         17                 I want to ask my colleagues to sign

         18  on to a legislation that I'm introducing today,

         19  Intro. 340. Our experience, as I've been meeting

         20  with advocates throughout the City is that

         21  developers are using a loophole in the law to

         22  demolish apartments, rent-regulated apartments, and

         23  we need to stop this as a form of harassing and

         24  deregulating rent-regulated tenants, and I ask my

         25  colleagues to sign on. Thank you.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          3  Member Fidler.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Thank you,

          5  Madam Public Advocate.

          6                 Having inadvertently missed the

          7  opportunity during the roll call, I wish to be

          8  associated with the remarks that Council Member

          9  Comrie made when explaining his vote regarding the

         10  OEM project. I thought they were very pertinent and

         11  on point.

         12                 I also want to call everyone's

         13  attention to a number of items that I'm introducing

         14  in today's session, all of which are reintroductions

         15  of bills that I have introduced in the past session.

         16                 Obviously, I think they're all good

         17  and I'd love you to sign onto all of them. But I

         18  want to highlight one, and that was the one that

         19  requires DOE to create gifted and talented programs

         20  in every neighborhood of the City of New York and

         21  increase the number of seats.

         22                 We had 50 co-sponsors on that

         23  legislation last session, and it forced the

         24  Administration to move. Unfortunately, all the

         25  pronouncements created exactly 320 new seats total
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          2  across the City of New York. That's spit in the

          3  bucket. And there are gifted and talented children

          4  in every neighborhood of the City who aren't going

          5  to gifted and talented programs, and if we truly

          6  believe that every child should be given the

          7  opportunity to maximize his or her potential in our

          8  public school system, then we have to expand the

          9  number of programs that we have for gifted and

         10  talented students.

         11                 And, so, I'd ask everyone to resign

         12  onto that legislation so that we have not 50 but 51

         13  co-sponsors this time. Thank you.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing

         15  nobody else -- oh, yes, sorry. Council Member James.

         16                 Did you have your hand up? Because I

         17  didn't see it.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Yes, I did.

         19  Sorry. That means I get extra time.

         20                 To Council Member Barron and to all

         21  the innocent children who have been the victims of

         22  senseless gun violence, just remember that God loved

         23  all the little children, all the children of the

         24  world, yellow, black and white. May she rest in

         25  peace, and all the victims of gun violence.
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          2                 I would like to direct the attention

          3  of my colleagues to Intro. 338. It's a bill which

          4  would notify community boards and Council members of

          5  demolition permits.

          6                 I'd also like to draw their attention

          7  to Reso 299, commemorating the life and mourning the

          8  death of Jane Jacobs. I want to thank Council Member

          9  Recchia for recognizing her. She was a

         10  preservationist who rallied against the Robert

         11  Moses's type of planning and community development

         12  that is occurring all throughout the City of New

         13  York, and particularly in my district, i.e. Atlantic

         14  Yards.

         15                 Intro. 346, let me thank Council

         16  Member Vann and invite all of my colleagues to a

         17  Black, Puerto Rican and Asian Caucus weekend that we

         18  are holding next week, May 20th and 21st,

         19  spotlighting on poverty at Pace College. It consist

         20  of workshops, a reception, ecumenical service, as

         21  well as a political summit, and I would urge all of

         22  you to attend the Black, Puerto Rican and Asian

         23  first legislative caucus weekend focusing on poverty

         24  under the leadership of Council Member Jackson,

         25  Council Member Arroyo and the weekend chair yours
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          2  truly.

          3                 And lastly, let me again remind

          4  everyone that we should rally against the Mayor and

          5  I will be introducing a resolution of banning,

          6  issuing a moratorium on the confiscation of cell

          7  phones, which is a safety issue and not a criminal

          8  justice issue, and I will be introducing it at the

          9  next Council meeting.

         10                 The Mayor should be ashamed of

         11  himself. The students need to be in touch with their

         12  parents, particularly in light of 9/11. It's really

         13  a safety issue and it should not be equated with

         14  guns and knives and other criminal elements.

         15                 Thank you very much.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         17  Member Felder.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Thank you very

         19  much, Madam Public Advocate.

         20                 I'd like to ask the Speaker, as well

         21  as members from the Rules Committee if they could

         22  please research the issue of Stated Meetings where

         23  the clerk or someone on his behalf reads off a whole

         24  slew of items. It's this issue of "coupled on

         25  general order," "coupled on general order," even
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          2  though I love hearing the Speaker's voice, I don't

          3  get it. Maybe if we have to read it into the record,

          4  maybe the clerk could go read all 50 of them and she

          5  could go "coupled on general order" one time. And we

          6  sit around, and I know you try keeping some

          7  semblance of peace and respect in this Chamber, but

          8  I've got to tell you, after the 35th "coupled on

          9  general order" it's pretty hard to stay silent, for

         10  me anyway.

         11                 So, if the Rules Committee could look

         12  through some way of, you know, really skimming some

         13  of these rituals out of the Stated Meeting so we

         14  could get to the bottom of things quicker, I would

         15  appreciate it.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         17  Council member.

         18                 Seeing nobody else, Council Meeting

         19  of May the 10th is finished.

         20                 (Hearing concluded at 3:53 p.m.)
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