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          1  ZONING AND FRANCHISES

          2                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: Good morning,

          3  everyone. I would like to reconvene the Zoning and

          4  Franchises Subcommittee meeting. Present this

          5  morning are Council Members Joel Rivera, Helen

          6  Sears, Bob Jackson, Melinda Katz and Al Vann, who

          7  are members of the Committee.

          8                 Joining us also is Council Member

          9  Inez Dickens.

         10                 We are taking the vote on the items

         11  that we had at the earlier meeting.

         12                 We will be voting on Land Use No. 32,

         13  Midwood Rezoning, and Land Use No. 70, the Union

         14  Utopia rezoning. And Land Use No. 90, commonly

         15  referred to as "Cayton Place" rezoning.

         16                 A couple of business things first. In

         17  terms of the Midwood rezoning, we will be amending

         18  the application and the actual amendment will be

         19  changing the west side of Ocean Avenue between

         20  Avenue L and Avenue M, that was previously zoned R5

         21  B in the application to R6 A.

         22                 And in relation to the Cayton Place

         23  (phonetic) rezoning, I have a statement from Council

         24  Member Bill DeBlasio. He can't be here this morning,

         25  but he's asked me to read it into the record.
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          2                 "At Monday's hearing regarding the

          3  Upzoning application for 22 Cayton Place, I

          4  expressed my support for City Planning's

          5  recommendation that this property be upzoned to R7

          6  B, and that two eight-foot side yards be maintained.

          7                 I continue to believe that R7 B is

          8  the most appropriate zoning for this property, but I

          9  would like to amend my position on the side yards.

         10                 After giving this more thought, I

         11  concluded that one 16-foot side yard on the side of

         12  81 Ocean Parkway would be more appropriate than the

         13  two eight foot side yards, one on the 81st Ocean

         14  Parkway side, and one on the East Eighth Street

         15  side.

         16                 I believe one 16-foot side yard would

         17  most substantially minimize the impact of this

         18  development on the property's immediate neighbors.

         19                 A 16-foot side yard will provide

         20  critical light and air to the 24 apartments in 81

         21  Ocean Parkway that have windows on the lot line of

         22  22 Cayton Place, and all windows facing 22 Cayton

         23  Place.

         24                 While a side yard on the East Eight

         25  Street side would be a nice feature, it would offer
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          2  a significantly smaller benefit, as it gives only a

          3  few homes additional open space beyond their back

          4  yards.

          5                 For this reason, I urge the developer

          6  to create one 16-foot side yard on the side of 81

          7  Ocean Parkway instead of two eight-foot side yards."

          8                 I would just mention to my colleagues

          9  that this is not enforceable by us, however, you

         10  know, the Council member is asking the applicant to

         11  consider this.

         12                 With that, Chair recommends approval

         13  of the items with the modification for the Midwood

         14  rezoning.

         15                 Now I'll ask Counsel to call the

         16  vote.

         17                 Counsel.

         18                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Chair Avella.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         21  Rivera.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Aye.

         23                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         24  Jackson.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

          3  Katz.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: As intriguing as

          5  those modifications were, I vote aye.

          6                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

          7  McMahon.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye.

          9                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         10  Sears.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

         12                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         13  Vann.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye.

         15                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: By a vote of

         16  seven in the affirmative, none in the negative, and

         17  no abstentions, the aforementioned items are

         18  approved and referred to the full Committee.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Mr. Chair, were

         20  there votes last time that I missed?

         21                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: No.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: No? Okay.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: No.

         24                 I would just add that I appreciate,

         25  and I know Council Member Mike Nelson appreciates
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          2  the support of City Planning for this modification

          3  because the reason we're voting this immediately now

          4  is it will go to City Planning, City Planning is

          5  voting today, will accept the modification, and get

          6  it back to us so that the modification can be

          7  approved by the full City Council today. This is the

          8  first time we've done this, but this helped the

          9  application move ahead expeditiously while still

         10  doing the modification.

         11                 So I appreciate Land Use staff

         12  cooperation on this at the Council, but certainly

         13  City Planning, and I know Council Member Nelson

         14  appreciates this.

         15                 Of course this has to go over to City

         16  Planning immediately. I must close the vote. I

         17  cannot keep the vote open. So, this closes this

         18  meeting of the Subcommittee on Zoning and

         19  Franchises.

         20                 (Hearing concluded at 9:28 a.m.)
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          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter, do hereby certify that the

         11  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         12  within proceeding.

         13                 I further certify that I am not

         14  related to any of the parties to this action by

         15  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         16  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         17                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         18  set my hand this 5th day of April 2006.
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