COMMITTEE ON STATE AND FEDERAL LEGISLATION
Hon. Maria Baez, Chair

Monday, June 12, 2006

Good Morning and welcome. My name is Council Member Maria Baez, and I am the Chairperson of the State and Federal Legislation Committee. This morning we have a full agenda. As you know, with the end of the session in Albany just a week away, we are presented with the opportunity to pass Home Rule legislation that affects the City of New York. 

First, I would like to introduce the members of the Committee that are present at this time.

**********

Today, this Committee will be voting on a number of items, ranging from retirement benefits for City workers to the sale of accessible taxicab licenses. While the different issues before us may seem unrelated, taken together they reflect a concerted effort to ensure that the State and City governments are working to serve the needs of the people of New York City.

The approximately 20 agenda items that we are considering today include a number of bills that recognize the tremendous range of services offered by City workers and effect certain retirement benefits, such as:

· Allowing certain City employees to receive terminal leave payments while continuing to serve, thus encouraging veteran officers to remain in active duty. 

· Permitting certain service retirees of a New York City pension fund or retirement system to collect the full amount of their retirement payments if after retirement, they were appointed to the office of New York City Marshall.  

· Eliminating the civil service examination for the Chief of Department position within FDNY, in recognition of the special qualifications needed for this position. 

· Encouraging qualified retired police officers to accept employment as public school teachers. 

· Creating a presumption that certain impairments of health, such as stroke, occurred in the performance of duty for police and firefighters. 

· Addressing the pensions of registered nurse and midwife members of NYCERS. 

· Providing for accidental disability benefits for certain 24 hour peace officers in who perform duties that may present a risk of injury. 

·  Allowing certain carpenters who were laid off due to City fiscal problems in 1991-1993 to purchase credit for service for NYCERS.

· Determining the rate of interest used to calculate contributions to the City’s five retirement systems (NYCERS). 

· Recognizing certain disabilities for sanitation workers. 

Other legislation being considered today would address the safety of our roads and the accessibility of our taxi fleet, including:

· Increasing from 50 to 100 the number of intersections where traffic-control signal photo violation-monitoring devices may be installed and operated.

· Authorizing the City to issue up to one hundred fifty new taxicab licenses for vehicles that are accessible to persons with disabilities. 

· Allowing the Environmental Control Board to adjudicate disputes concerning the blocking of a private driveway, so that citizens will not have to solve such disputes in civil court. 

**********

At this moment, I will like to open the hearing to any of our Committee members who want to make a statement.

**********

We will now open the hearing to witnesses who wish to testify on behalf of any of the items on our agenda today.  Please see the Sergeant-of-Arms and fill out a witness card, if you haven’t already done so.

********

At this point I am going to call for a vote on the items on our agenda. Can we start the roll call, please?

Thank you for attending this hearing of the State And Federal Legislation Committee. At this moment, this Hearing will be in RECESS.
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