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          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: The City

          3  Council Meeting of February 1st, 2006 will please

          4  come to order.

          5                 All rise. Pledge of Allegiance.

          6                 (Pledge of Allegiance.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Roll call.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Addabbo.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Arroyo.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Avella.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Baez.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Barron.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Brewer.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Clarke.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Comrie.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: DeBlasio.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dickens.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dilan.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Felder.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Fidler.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Foster.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gallagher.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Garodnick.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gennaro.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gentile.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gerson.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gioia.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gonzalez.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jackson.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Here.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Katz.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Koppell.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lanza.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lappin.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Liu.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Mark Viverito.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK VIVERITO: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Martinez.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: McMahon.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Mealy.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Mendez.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Monserrate.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Nelson.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Present.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Recchia.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reyna.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sanders.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Present.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Seabrook.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sears.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Stewart.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vacca.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vallone.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vann.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Weprin.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: White.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Yassky.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Oddo.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rivera.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Speaker Quinn.

         13                 SPEAKER QUINN: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: We have a quorum,

         15  Ma'am.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: We have a

         17  quorum present.

         18                 All rise, please, for the invocation.

         19  Reverend Peter Cullen.

         20                 REVEREND CULLEN: Thank you. And I

         21  would like to thank Speaker Christine Quinn, Council

         22  Member Bill DeBlasio and the Council for the

         23  opportunity to be with you today.

         24                 At the start of this Stated Council

         25  Meeting, let us bow our heads and quiet them in the
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          2  long and silent presence of the eternal.

          3                 In this silence may we have grace to

          4  hear voices so often lost in the noisy and

          5  distracting business of this world and government,

          6  particularly those voices which have called us to

          7  any office of trust and responsibility.

          8                 In the silence may we have grace once

          9  again to hear our own memories, the sound of the

         10  voices of Martin and Coretta King, as they continue

         11  to call us to justice and equality; and at the same

         12  time, may we remember the sound of our own voice as

         13  it made its solemn and public oath of office.

         14                 In the silent presence of the

         15  eternal, may we also have the grace to hear the

         16  voice of our own conscience, which is always calling

         17  each one of us to do only that which is true and

         18  just and right, respecting the dignity of every

         19  human being; and then, in the end, may we be brave

         20  enough to act according to our highest calling.

         21                 And, finally, let us never forget all

         22  those public servants whose duties call them daily

         23  to assist, enforce, and carry out the vital,

         24  sometimes dangerous, and often times mundane work of

         25  this Council and City, all those serving in our
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          2  fire, emergency, medical and police forces, all

          3  those who daily are educating our people, all those

          4  who are keeping our City clean and moving and

          5  maintained with safe buildings and parks, all of our

          6  secretarial, custodial, legal and financial workers,

          7  and those public servants who are caring now for and

          8  giving voice to the needs of our most defenseless

          9  and voiceless citizens, such as our babies, our

         10  children and our elderly, our homeless, our jobless,

         11  and our mentally challenged or ill, those who

         12  awaiting just trial.

         13                 Let us not forget that even now many

         14  New Yorkers are away from home and family as they

         15  serve on dangerous battlefields overseas. May we all

         16  remain humbly aware that we need each other and are

         17  all called together to serve the common good of this

         18  great City and people. Amen.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Motion to

         20  spread the invocation. Council member --

         21                 SPEAKER QUINN: Madam Public Advocate,

         22  if I could, before we do that, ask my colleagues to

         23  please remain standing.

         24                 Before we begin the rest of the

         25  Council Meeting, I wanted us to take a moment of
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          2  silence in memory of three New Yorkers and one

          3  outstanding American.

          4                 First, I want to say we'll be ending

          5  the meeting today by reading an in memoriam

          6  resolution to Coretta Scott King, and offering all

          7  of us a moment to speak in her memory. But before

          8  starting the meeting, I wanted to start with a

          9  moment in silence in memory of Coretta Scott King.

         10  She's been called the First Lady of the Civil Rights

         11  Movement, she's someone who we all know did the

         12  remarkable job of, after losing her husband in such

         13  a public and violent way, was not only just able to

         14  hold her family together, which would have been an

         15  accomplishment enough, but was able to give

         16  leadership and guidance and unity to the entirety of

         17  the civil rights movement, and kept the struggle

         18  moving forward in the memory of her husband.

         19                 She's someone who I remember being so

         20  touched by as a girl, one of the first political

         21  things I ever did was in the fourth grade write a

         22  letter to Coretta Scott King, which she replied,

         23  which I still have. And it was a great memory for me

         24  of seeing a woman who could make such a difference

         25  in the world and someone who would even, when in
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          2  such a place of power, remain connected to children

          3  who wanted to reach out and understand her better.

          4                 So, I would ask us all to start this

          5  meeting in a moment of silence to her, and in that

          6  moment of silence, think about how we, in our own

          7  way as Council Members and New Yorkers can spend the

          8  rest of today and the rest of our day in this

          9  Council trying to make the dream that she and her

         10  husband worked so hard for a reality for all of the

         11  New Yorkers we represent.

         12                 (Moment of Silence observed.)

         13                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you. I would ask

         14  everyone to still remain standing, because although

         15  we luckily have not lost any New Yorkers in the war

         16  in Iraq since our last Stated Meeting, we have lost

         17  three New Yorkers who I think we should stand in a

         18  moment of silence to note their passing and remember

         19  them.

         20                 First, on January 9th, 2006, Police

         21  Officer Frank Hennessey of Brooklyn of the 70th

         22  Precinct suffered a fatal brain aneurism when he was

         23  responding to what turned out to be a fake call of a

         24  man with a gun in his precinct.

         25                 On January 28th we lost Police
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          2  Officer Kevin Lee, who was a resident of the Bronx

          3  but serving in Manhattan. He collapsed and died

          4  while trying to apprehend an arrest of an

          5  individual. He was a ten-year veteran of the force.

          6                 On January 30th, sadly four-year-old

          7  Quachaun Browne, who had an open case with the

          8  Administration for Children's Services, died and the

          9  circumstances of his death are being investigated

         10  now by the police.

         11                 Two of these New Yorkers obviously

         12  gave their lives in service to all of us in trying

         13  to protect the City. The third, Quachaun Browne,

         14  sadly did not get to grow up to serve the City and

         15  be all that he could be, so in the memory of these

         16  three New Yorkers, I'd ask us to stand in a moment

         17  of silence.

         18                 (Moment of Silence observed.)

         19                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         21  Member DeBlasio, spread the invocation, please.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Thank you,

         23  Madam Public Advocate.

         24                 Motion to spread the invocation in

         25  full upon the record.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          3                 Adoption of minutes.

          4                 Council Member Gerson.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: I move that

          6  the Stated Meeting of December 8, 2005, be adopted

          7  as printed.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Messages and

          9  papers from the Mayor.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 10.

         11                 SPEAKER QUINN: Education.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 11.

         13                 SPEAKER QUINN: Health.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 12 and 13.

         15                 SPEAKER QUINN: Both to Finance.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 14, 15, 16,

         17  17, 18 and 19.

         18                 SPEAKER QUINN: Finance.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 20.

         20                 SPEAKER QUINN: Received, ordered,

         21  printed and filed.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:

         23  Communication from City, County and Borough Offices.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Starting with M

         25  21 on page 2.
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          2                 SPEAKER QUINN: Transportation.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Through M 60 on

          4  page seven.

          5                 SPEAKER QUINN: All to Transportation.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Petitions

          7  and Communications.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Land Use

         10  Call-Ups.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:

         13  Communication from the Speaker.

         14                 SPEAKER QUINN: First, let me say that

         15  our Rules Committee, under the leadership of Council

         16  Member Diana Reyna, voted on and passed unanimously

         17  five changes to our rules that govern the

         18  proceedings of these Councils. I believe that these

         19  five changes will make the proceedings and business

         20  of the Council more transparent, more democratic,

         21  and more open and accessible to the public, and I

         22  hope my colleagues will vote in support of these,

         23  and this is, of course, our first change which

         24  govern the rules in the Council. We're going to be

         25  establishing a working group on rules reform that
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          2  will come up with further changes that the Committee

          3  and the full body will consider.

          4                 Now we're going to share some of my

          5  time with Council members who have worked very hard

          6  on the Bronx Terminal Market, a proposal for the

          7  Bronx, which our zoning Subcommittee and our full

          8  Land Use Committee adopted earlier today, and first

          9  we're going to hear from the Council member whose

         10  district the Bronx Terminal Market is in, Council

         11  Member Maria del Carmen Arroyo.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Thank you,

         13  Madam Chair -- Speaker, I'm sorry. The Chair is up

         14  there, right?

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: I think so.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: And Madam

         17  Chair, I'm going to ask you to indulge me, since I

         18  don't often get up to speak before this body, I

         19  think I've done so less than a handful of times in

         20  the last year that I've been here, I believe in not

         21  burdening my colleagues, unless I have something

         22  meaningful to say, and I think today is one of the

         23  occasions when I have something meaningful to say.

         24                 I would like to take the opportunity

         25  to speak about items we're scheduled to vote on
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          2  today. ULURPs numbers 050074, 050529 through 050532

          3  and 050539, otherwise known to those of us in the

          4  Bronx as the Bronx Terminal Market.

          5                 Although many have raised concerns

          6  regarding how this projected originated, and why it

          7  has come before us without having gone through a

          8  different process, we nevertheless, have the

          9  opportunity to create incredible possibilities for

         10  the South Bronx and the district that I represent.

         11                 I want to express my deepest

         12  appreciation to Speaker Quinn, Council Member

         13  Avella, who is the Chair of the Zoning and

         14  Franchises Committee, Council Member Katz, Chair of

         15  the Land Use Committee, for their support and

         16  attention with this matter. The Bronx Borough

         17  President, Adolfo Carrion, and the staff from the

         18  Bronx Overall Economic Development Corporation, for

         19  organizing the community-based organizations which

         20  form the task force that help shape the framework

         21  for the discussions and negotiations with related

         22  companies that ultimately have yield a community

         23  benefits agreement that you will hear a lot about

         24  today.

         25                 I want to publicly acknowledge those
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          2  CBOs who were included in this process and who

          3  worked tirelessly to help us move this project

          4  forward in a positive way for our community.

          5                 Those include Community Board 4, new

          6  Bronx Chamber of Commerce, Sustainable South Bronx,

          7  Manhope Housing (phonetic), Mid Bronx Desperados,

          8  Hostos Community College, the organization Bulb

          9  (phonetic), Nos Quedamos We Stay (phonetic),

         10  Highbridge Community Development Corporation, the

         11  61st Street Merchants Association, Bronx Clergy Task

         12  Force, Concourse Village Stockholders Association,

         13  Mid Bronx Seniors Voices, Bronx Independent Living,

         14  and most importantly, representatives from every

         15  single elected official from the area who attended

         16  every meeting and made sure that we were all well

         17  represented and that our voices were heard during

         18  the development of this task force work.

         19                 In particular, I want to thank my

         20  colleagues, the members of the Bronx Delegation,

         21  Council Member Foster, Palma, Rivera, Seabrook,

         22  Koppell, Vacca, the newest addition to the Bronx

         23  Delegation, Melissa Mark Viverito, and especially my

         24  dean of the delegation, Maria Baez, who did not

         25  hesitate to take the helm to organize and lead the
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          2  process we engaged in, to ensure we deliver a

          3  community benefits agreement, which includes $3

          4  million of funding from the Related Company to

          5  provide referral system to coordinate training and

          6  job placement, with a focus given to community

          7  residents of Community Board 4, and the adjoining

          8  Community Boards 1, 2, 3, 5 and 6.

          9                 The goal of this referral system is

         10  to ensure that 75 percent of the jobs that get

         11  created through this development go to Bronx

         12  residents.

         13                 Give preference to Bronx-based firms

         14  and contractors with a goal of 50 percent of the

         15  total contracts coming out of this project going to

         16  Bronx companies.

         17                 Development will also be eligible,

         18  and this we have in writing, for a silver rating in

         19  the lead building rating system.

         20                 They promised a green roof, we have

         21  it in writing.

         22                 Child care program and facility to be

         23  made available below market rate to community

         24  residents, no Wal-Mart of any kind, and any big box

         25  store that comes in and signs an agreement for the
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          2  development must accept food stamps and WIC and must

          3  be willing to negotiate a reduced or eliminate,

          4  waive the membership fee for membership.

          5                 Related has also committed to pay 50

          6  percent of the membership fee for 2,000 families

          7  from the community for five years.

          8                 I would like to acknowledge the

          9  incredible commitment that Related companies has

         10  demonstrated in this process. In particular Jayce

         11  Masur and Glen Goldstein, who I often got the

         12  feeling would have preferred to leave and run for

         13  the hills. But they stuck it out with us and it

         14  wasn't an easy process for them, because we really

         15  went at them very hard. And I think that today they

         16  can stand proud with us to have been part of a

         17  process that has yield a community benefits

         18  agreement that's going to serve as a model, not just

         19  for the City but for our nation.

         20                 The developers in this City, I hope

         21  you're paying attention, because it's only going to

         22  get better.

         23                 I especially want to thank Yulie

         24  Martinez (phonetic) who provided the legal expertise

         25  for the delegation during our negotiation process
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          2  and the staff of Council Member Margarita Baez, for

          3  facilitating a massive effort of e-mails and faxes

          4  regarding drafts of CBAs.

          5                 And Joel, thank you for hosting us. I

          6  understand we almost broke your budget because you

          7  had to feed us for every meeting.

          8                 With that said, I ask all my

          9  colleagues to please support these ULURP actions and

         10  vote in favor of the project.

         11                 SPEAKER QUINN: And I want just to

         12  congratulate everyone from the delegation, the

         13  Subcommittee and the Committee for their work on

         14  this. The project really has developed something

         15  very terrific for the City -- for the Borough, but

         16  also for the City in the real raising of the bar as

         17  it relates to some of the Food Stamp and WIC items.

         18  I think it's something we all should be very proud

         19  of.

         20                 I will now call on the Chair of our

         21  Land Use Committee, Melinda Katz, to tell us a

         22  little more about the project.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Thank you very

         24  much, Madam Speaker.

         25                 Today the Land Use Committee is proud
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          2  to recommend approval of the ULURP application of

          3  965,000 square feet for a shopping center in the

          4  South Bronx.

          5                 This is basically six ULURP actions.

          6  It's a rezoning from M2 1 to C4 4, it is a demapping

          7  action. It's also special permits to allow larger

          8  signage, and also parking in excess of 150 spaces.

          9  There's also a disposition to EDC and then to the

         10  developer.

         11                 I would also like to add my

         12  congratulations, also, Madam Speaker, not only to

         13  you for your leadership but also to the Bronx

         14  Delegation, Maria del Carmen Arroyo as well, and

         15  Maria Baez and Joel Rivera, who truly led the

         16  delegation to a great agreement of a community-based

         17  agreement, and also found a space and found an

         18  agreement with the merchants that were there.

         19                 I would like to clarify for the

         20  record, however, for my colleagues, that today we

         21  vote on the ULURP actions that were in front of the

         22  Land Use Committee, and I do believe that that's an

         23  important distinction as we congratulate the

         24  Delegation for all the hard work that they have

         25  done.
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          2                 As we move forward, I do want to

          3  recommend to my colleagues that you vote for this

          4  action. It is very important in this legislative

          5  body that as we look forward in generations to come,

          6  we will be able to walk down the streets of our City

          7  and be proud of the development and the economic

          8  development that this body has seen the City

          9  through.

         10                 And I know that for generations to

         11  come this action today is going to provide jobs, is

         12  going to provide a great base for the community in

         13  the South Bronx, where it is going to go, and it is

         14  going to be something that our children will be

         15  proud of seeing in that area, and I look forward to

         16  my colleagues please voting aye on this project.

         17                 Thank you.

         18                 SPEAKER QUINN: And final comments on

         19  the Bronx Terminal Market are Majority Leader

         20  Council Member Joel Rivera of the Bronx.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Thank you very

         22  much, Madam Speaker.

         23                 Today I stand here very proud and

         24  happy man because we're finally done.

         25                 You're supposed to cheer.
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          2                 No, we've had months and months and

          3  months discussion on the Bronx Terminal Market, a

          4  very important issue to so many of us. Important,

          5  because we all heard the old tale about the Bronx is

          6  burning. Now we have a new saying, the Bronx is

          7  building. We are building it up so we can be proud

          8  of what the hard work that we have all been able to

          9  accomplish. And we want to make sure that in 20

         10  years when our children are walking down the block

         11  and they see this fabulous development, they'll be

         12  able to say, you know, we really stood our ground

         13  and made sure it got done responsibly.

         14                 This is a model. It is history in the

         15  making and we should be very proud, because we as a

         16  delegation, I want to thank our Dean, Maria Baez,

         17  our Council member in the area Maria del Carmen

         18  Arroyo. There's a song called Maria Maria, and I

         19  want to thank them all for their hard work.

         20                 And of course, I want to thank our

         21  two Land Use Chairs, Tony Avella and Melinda Katz,

         22  for their hard work, and our Madam Speaker here, for

         23  your hard work.

         24                 But, you know, we had to make sure

         25  that whoever comes within this development
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          2  understood the demographics of the neighborhood and

          3  the related companies understood where we are coming

          4  from. And they stood, they stood up and said we will

          5  be partners in making sure that this is a

          6  win/win/win situation.

          7                 So, to all the parties involved, to

          8  the CBA Task Force, to the Borough President's

          9  Office and all of our staffs, thank you for all the

         10  hard work, and I urge every single member,

         11  irregardless of what you think about process,

         12  irregardless of what you think about potential

         13  tenants, understand that as elected officials we

         14  always have to look at the long term, and what's

         15  going to be built is a thousand times better than

         16  what currently exists there. So, let's all vote aye.

         17  Thank you.

         18                 SPEAKER QUINN: The communication from

         19  the Speaker are completed.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

         21  of General Orders.

         22                 Council Member Barron.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you,

         24  Madam Chair.

         25                 I rise to say to my colleagues that
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          2  we can't forget about process, we can't forget about

          3  what happens and displacement, we can't forget about

          4  how this deal came about.

          5                 Any time Deputy Mayor Dan Doctoroff

          6  can call up his friend Ross from Related and get him

          7  involved in the process and usurp the power of the

          8  City Council, in terms of the ULURP process, and

          9  sole source, we can't forget how things are done.

         10                 We could still develop our

         11  communities, whether it's the Bronx, Brooklyn,

         12  Queens, Staten Island, Manhattan, it can be

         13  developed by making the City respect the power and

         14  the process of the City Council.

         15                 When that doesn't happen, we should

         16  not be supportive of that process and BJs is a

         17  problem.

         18                 Yes, they may not be selected as one

         19  of the stores, but if BJ's comes in and says that we

         20  will allow Food Stamps and WIC, the WIC program in

         21  the Bronx, but nowhere else, they can be accepted.

         22  BJs is a disgrace in Brooklyn. They are union

         23  busters, they don't accept Food Stamps and they've

         24  arrested workers trying to unionize. For that I'm

         25  voting no on the process, and congratulations to the
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          2  Bronx for your development.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          4  Member Foster.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Thank you. I

          6  want to thank the Bronx Delegation, because we did

          7  work very hard under the leadership of Maria Baez.

          8  And I also want to thank Charles Barron because he's

          9  correct in identifying the process, and the Bronx

         10  Delegation, we made the best of a bad situation. And

         11  I definitely need to thank Sherman from Maria's

         12  staff and Yulie, who went the extra effort to make

         13  sure that we got what we need, and at the end of the

         14  day, we did what was best not for anyone but the

         15  residents of the Bronx, especially the community

         16  residents of the 17th District, and even though the

         17  Bronx Terminal Market isn't in my district, I

         18  probably live closer to it than the Council Member

         19  does. But we worked very hard and we did not sell

         20  out our community, we did not sell out our people,

         21  and at the end of the day, I think that we need to

         22  be very proud of what we were able to accomplish

         23  because we've set the standard of how negotiations

         24  are going to happen in the Bronx. Because we know

         25  better than any other borough the need for economic
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          2  development, given that we are the only county in

          3  the state with double-digit unemployment.

          4                 But we also know that we've been sold

          5  wolf tickets many times because we've been locked

          6  out of jobs, and we're making sure that our

          7  community gets the jobs, our community is able to

          8  benefit from the development, and that our community

          9  can look back years from now as they're shopping and

         10  they're walking around and understand that the Bronx

         11  Delegation, under the leadership of Maria Baez,

         12  really made the best of a bad situation.

         13                 And I want to thank my colleagues,

         14  and I want to thank Larry for always reminding us

         15  that we have a calling in terms of holding the

         16  union's feet to the fire and making sure that we get

         17  the jobs that our community needs.

         18                 Thank you.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         20  Member Yassky.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Thank you.

         22                 First, I want to again congratulate

         23  the Speaker and the Chair of the Rules Committee on

         24  the package of rules changes that we're voting on.

         25  That's on the General Calendar, right? Yes, okay. I
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          2  didn't know if it was a different calendar. And I

          3  think this is a genuinely meaningful set of changes

          4  that will help us not just function more openly,

          5  more transparently, but result in a better product,

          6  and so I commend the Speaker and the Chair of the

          7  Rules Committee for this package.

          8                 I look forward also to voting for the

          9  Bronx Terminal Market project. I have no doubt that

         10  this is an important economic development step for

         11  the City, but as I do vote, I do think that there

         12  are two issues that we should be mindful of the next

         13  time.

         14                 One is the impact on the small

         15  businesses. As this project was conceived from the

         16  beginning, I think when there is a big project,

         17  that's good, but an eye has to be kept on the impact

         18  on the small businesses as well, and I don't know

         19  that that was true from the beginning in this

         20  process.

         21                 And, second, and this is, Council

         22  Member Barron made this point I think very

         23  effectively, it seems that time and again, the way

         24  Economic Development projects get started is with a

         25  private entity that has an idea or a proposal comes
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          2  to the City and negotiates it.

          3                 I think we're much better off when it

          4  is the public that drives the process, when the City

          5  says here is what we want out of a site, here are

          6  our goals and objectives, and then let's put it out

          7  and see who can meet those objectives the best.

          8                 I commend my colleagues in the Bronx

          9  Delegation for making this a success, not just the

         10  best, but I think this will be a good project. But I

         11  think we can communicate clearly that we don't want

         12  projects to come here with that sort of genesis.

         13                 I look forward to voting for the

         14  project. Thank you.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         16  Member Clarke.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you,

         18  Madam Chair.

         19                 Let me first of all congratulate

         20  chair of the Rules Committee and our Speaker on the

         21  Rules reforms that we will be passing today. This is

         22  really reflectant (phonetic) of the evolution of

         23  this body, and the fact that we need to make sure

         24  that we strengthen our ability as legislators to

         25  balance the strength of the Mayor across the hall.
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          2                 I think these rules reform go very

          3  far in really strengthening us individually as

          4  members and our ability to legislate and debate, as

          5  well as the body, because once we're strong the body

          6  is strong.

          7                 And secondly, to talk about the Bronx

          8  Terminal Market, many of you know that prior to

          9  being elected I worked for the Bronx overall

         10  Economic Development Corporation where we had been

         11  really focused on the Bronx Terminal Market for

         12  quite some time.

         13                 That was just during my tenure, I

         14  know it goes even further back, the blight, and the

         15  neglect of the lease holder of that property had a

         16  99-year lease. First of all, I think that's where

         17  the City went wrong to begin with, to find a bad

         18  actor that can get a lease for 99 years in this town

         19  is ridiculous. But this is a deal of very complex

         20  set of circumstances. In order to get that bad actor

         21  out, we have to find another actor that could step

         22  up. And unfortunately, the process, again, I have

         23  some concerns about who we pick, and how that person

         24  or that entity is picked. I think that the Bronx

         25  Delegation has done a yeoman's job in making sure
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          2  that the community surrounding this area, as well as

          3  the greater City of New York will be able to benefit

          4  from this Economic Development project. Kudos to the

          5  Bronx, let's move forward. And I just wanted to

          6  congratulate my colleagues on a job well done.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

          8  please.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you,

         10  Madam Chair.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Sorry.

         12  Sorry.

         13                 Council Member Koppell.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: I think I can

         15  be quite brief because Yvette Clarke just identified

         16  I think quite appropriately what's happening here,

         17  and before we get too concerned about the process,

         18  let us understand that the area that's being

         19  redeveloped into what will be if the developer's

         20  plans come to fruition, and I hope they will, what

         21  is being developed is a disgrace. What is being

         22  developed is a slum. Empty buildings, an area

         23  infested with rats an vermin, an area where all

         24  kinds of illegal activity took place generally,

         25  where I driving in my closed, locked car would be
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          2  nervous as I drove through this, an area that stood

          3  for decades right next to one of our gems of the

          4  City, Yankee Stadium.

          5                 And nobody did anything about it, for

          6  decades, except fight in court with Aero Development

          7  Corporation, while merchant after merchant left. And

          8  now we have a developer who is going to come in and

          9  build what appears to be a very beautiful project,

         10  and we should celebrate that.

         11                 It wasn't so easy. This wasn't

         12  City-owned land, it was a private owner that had to

         13  be negotiated with. And what the Delegation did with

         14  the Borough President, to give that office credit,

         15  is to negotiate with the developer so that not only

         16  he's going to build a good commercial development,

         17  but a commercial development that will hire Bronx

         18  residents that will do business with Bronx

         19  businesses, and that will be responsive on an

         20  ongoing basis to a community-based committee.

         21                 And that's what the value added that

         22  we gave to this. But let us celebrate this as part

         23  of the -- as Joel Rivera said, the building of the

         24  Bronx, it's something that's good, and frankly

         25  speaking maybe the process wasn't so bad, the result
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          2  is what I hope we'll see.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing body

          4  else, Report of Special Committees.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Reports of

          7  Standing Committees.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

          9  Committee on Land Use.

         10                 Preconsidered LU 1 and companion Reso

         11  20, UDAAP, Manhattan.

         12                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on GO.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         14  LU 2 and Reso 21, UDAAP, Brooklyn.

         15                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on the General

         16  Order.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         18  LU 3, companion Reso 22. UDAAP, Brooklyn.

         19                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on the General

         20  Order.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         22  LU 4, companion Reso 23, UDAAP, Brooklyn.

         23                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on the General

         24  Orders.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered
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          2  LU 5, companion Reso 24, UDAAP, Brooklyn.

          3                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on the General

          4  Order Calendar.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

          6  LU 6 and companion Reso 25, UDAAP, Brooklyn.

          7                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on the General

          8  Order Calendar.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         10  LU 7, companion Reso 26, UDAAP, Brooklyn.

         11                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on the General

         12  Orders.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         14  LU 8 and companion Reso 27, UDAAP, Bronx.

         15                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on the General

         16  Orders.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         18  LU 9 and companion Reso 28, UDAAP, Bronx.

         19                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on the General

         20  Order Calendar.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         22  LU 10 and companion Reso 29, UDAAP, Bronx.

         23                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         24  Orders.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered
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          2  LU 11, and companion Reso 30, UDAAP, Bronx.

          3                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on the General

          4  Orders.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

          6  LU 12, and companion Reso 31, UDAAP, Bronx.

          7                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          8  Orders.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         10  LU 13, companion Reso 32, UDAAP, Bronx.

         11                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         12  Orders.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         14  LU 14 and companion Reso 33, UDAAP, Bronx.

         15                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         16  Orders.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         18  Committee on Rules, Privileges and Elections.

         19                 Preconsidered Reso 34.

         20                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on the General

         21  Orders.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         23  Reso 35.

         24                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on the General

         25  Orders.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

          3  Reso 36.

          4                 SPEAKER QUINN: Also coupled on the

          5  General Orders.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

          7  Reso 37.

          8                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          9  Orders.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         11  Reso 38.

         12                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         13  Orders.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: General

         15  Order Calendar.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Resolution

         17  appointing various persons Commissioner of Deeds.

         18                 SPEAKER QUINN: Also coupled on

         19  General Orders.

         20                 At this point I call for a roll call

         21  on all the coupled General Orders, please.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Thank you.

         24  Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: I vote no on

          9  preconsidered LUs 9 through 14 and their companion

         10  Resos 27 to 33, and I vote aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: I want to

         13  explain my vote, Madam Public Advocate.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: I want to

         16  thank the group that put together the rules from the

         17  non-profit community, public policy, all the way to

         18  individuals and the Speaker. I think anything that

         19  enables the public and Council members to debate and

         20  talk about substance is positive. I keep hoping that

         21  municipal cable Channel 74 will indicate what is

         22  being discussed and by who but we'll keep working on

         23  that.

         24                 And second, in terms of the

         25  congratulations, the Bronx Delegation for the
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          2  community agreement. The fact of the matter is about

          3  three years ago we did the same thing with the Time

          4  Warner building at 59th Street and negotiated 259

          5  jobs for the neighborhood, and it is a great

          6  pleasure to know when you walk into the hotel, to

          7  know that there are people there working under a

          8  union contract all from the neighborhood because of

          9  the work that we put into it.

         10                 So, I vote aye and say that there is

         11  nothing more important than a job and figuring out a

         12  way that the neighborhood thrives with local input.

         13                 Congratulations.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         15  please, when your colleagues are talking. There's

         16  too much buzz.

         17                 SPEAKER QUINN: Madam Public Advocate,

         18  if I might just add, we're going to give warnings,

         19  so you've been warned, people in the balcony and in

         20  the back to be quiet. We need quiet so we can

         21  conduct this meeting. If we have to give too many

         22  warnings, then we'll have to consider clearing the

         23  Chambers if we can't keep it quiet.

         24                 So, please, it's very important to

         25  conduct our business, that people take their
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          2  conversations outside or keep their voices down.

          3                 Thank you.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye on all.

          8  Congratulations to the Bronx Delegation.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dickens.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: May I be

         21  excused to explain my vote?

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: I just want to

         24  say aye on all, and, again thank the Bronx

         25  Delegation, Joel, Maria, Maria, Annabel, Oliver,
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          2  Larry and Melissa sometime for just -- and Jimmy

          3  Vacca, I'm sorry, where are you? I don't know where

          4  anybody sits anymore. I just want to -- oh, is it a

          5  problem? Sorry. I like my seat. I like my seat mate,

          6  so we're good. Looking out for self here.

          7                 But I just want to thank all of you

          8  for, we made the meetings, we knew what we had to

          9  do, when we disagreed, we always did it

         10  respectfully, and we look forward to working with

         11  you as we move on to our next project, and you know

         12  what it is.

         13                 Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Garodnick.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Yes.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Aye on all,

         24  with congratulations to the Bronx, the Borough of my

         25  heritage, for a project which will benefit our
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          2  entire City. Thank you.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Madam Chair,

          9  may I be excused to explain my vote?

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you.

         12                 Madam Chair, I rise in order to vote

         13  yes on all items, but I wanted to speak about the

         14  rezoning of the Bronx Terminal Market area.

         15                 As a former Chair of the Contracts

         16  Committee, I went up and visited the market area and

         17  met with the tenants there, I saw the area, and as

         18  my colleague, Oliver Koppell, said, as a resident of

         19  the City of New York my entire life, when I used to

         20  work in the grocery store in the late fifties, I

         21  used to go there with the proprietor I worked for

         22  and to pick up groceries there at the Bronx Terminal

         23  Market.

         24                 And I drive by there all the time,

         25  and I agree that that area has been like that for
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          2  decades, and it needs to be changed.

          3                 Frankly, I was concerned about the

          4  tenants, the owners of the markets there and their

          5  situation, and that's why we held a hearing and I'm

          6  so happy that the Bronx Delegation led by Joel

          7  Rivera and Maria Baez, and Maria Carmen del Arroyo,

          8  the Council Member whose district that is, worked it

          9  all out, and I understand that while everyone is not

         10  happy with the way things are going on, but it seems

         11  as though they have reached consensus.

         12                 And as someone that held a hearing on

         13  that, I'm very, very glad to hear that a consensus

         14  was reached on this particular matter, and that

         15  we're moving forward to provide thousands of jobs

         16  and opportunities for the residents of the Bronx and

         17  that area will change to be a beautiful area that we

         18  can enjoy, as far as parks and shopping and what

         19  have you and so forth.

         20                 So, with that I just want to say

         21  congratulations to all those involved, and I vote

         22  aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: I vote aye. I'd

          3  also like to thank the Subcommittee Chair, and also

          4  the staff of the Land Use Committee for the Bronx

          5  Terminal Market, Carol Schein and Amy Levitson were

          6  the folks that were on this. It was a very long

          7  process to get to today, so I want to give a special

          8  thank you to the Committee and I vote aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lappin.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mark Viverito.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK VIVERITO: Yes to

         19  all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Madam Public

         22  Advocate, can I be excused to explain my vote?

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Madam Public

         25  Advocate, I will be voting aye on all, but I just
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          2  want to make a point at the historic moment that's

          3  taking place in terms of the standards that the

          4  Bronx Delegation has set for our communities, the

          5  statement we're making is that it's okay, it's all

          6  right not to be afraid for a big corporation to come

          7  to our communities, but for those big corporations

          8  to understand the realities of those communities,

          9  and the economic realities of those communities

         10  also, especially when we're saying that come to our

         11  communities, but open the doors for all members of

         12  our community is extremely important.

         13                 Let everyone shop at your stores,

         14  regardless of whether they're going to buy with

         15  green cash or they're going to come in, individuals

         16  that have debit cards, or individuals that may need

         17  or cannot afford to pay to be a member of that

         18  particular club now have an opportunity to come in.

         19                 This is historic, this is important,

         20  and the whole City of New York needs to understand

         21  that this City Council is stepping up and is looking

         22  out for all New Yorkers to ensure that we all have

         23  the opportunity to get jobs but to also shop at

         24  these stores.

         25                 So, I want to commend Carmen Arroyo,
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          2  Maria Baez, and Majority Leader Joel Rivera for the

          3  work they've done. Because I'm sure that if they're

          4  coming to my district, I want all my constituents to

          5  go in and shop.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mealy.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mendez.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Madam

         14  Chair, permission to explain my vote?

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: First and

         17  foremost, let me state for the record that as an

         18  early critic of the Bronx Terminal Market deal, I

         19  will be abstaining from the Land Use Call-Ups,

         20  Number 9 through 14. I think that the issue of the

         21  sole source deal and preferential treatment

         22  continues to be an issue that I cannot reconcile.

         23                 However, I do also want to recognize

         24  the hard work of my colleagues from the Bronx, and

         25  in particular Joel Rivera, Maria Carmen del Arroyo
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          2  and Maria Baez, I think they did an outstanding job

          3  with the Community Benefits Agreement and they were

          4  able to ensure that all the other things were

          5  mitigated in the benefit of the Bronx. So, I salute

          6  them and aye on everything else.

          7                 Thank you.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Yes.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         13                 (No response.)

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Permission to

         16  explain my vote?

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Thank you,

         19  Madam Chair.

         20                 I just wanted to take this

         21  opportunity to thank members of my Committee, Rules,

         22  Privileges and Elections, on having proposed some

         23  rule changes and members such as Yassky, Brewer,

         24  Garodnick, our own Speaker, who has committed to

         25  making sure that there is a more democratic process
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          2  throughout our body and more transparency.

          3                 And our commitment does not stop

          4  there. We will continue to work amongst ourselves

          5  creating a working group that will propose further

          6  changes and I look forward to working with those

          7  individuals. I vote aye on all proposed General

          8  Order items and Land Use items. Thank you.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Permission to

         13  explain my vote, Madam Public Advocate?

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: I first want

         16  to start by congratulating Council Member Arroyo,

         17  the Bronx Delegation, for an incredible piece of

         18  work.

         19                 I agree that transparency in the

         20  budget in all decision-making is one of the critical

         21  things that we must do. So, I believe that this is a

         22  beginning and we need to push these things through.

         23                 The criticisms that have been raised

         24  have been on target and we need to take it and go

         25  from there.
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          2                 The issue of accepting of food stamps

          3  is almost a revolutionary concept to these big box

          4  stores. I think that it is something that we can be

          5  proud of to ensure that all New Yorkers have access

          6  to quality food and things that go along with it. I

          7  think this is great.

          8                 I also will be looking at this

          9  community benefits agreement because in my own

         10  district we had major, 1,500 homes are being built,

         11  and 2,600 homes are already in the pipeline. So, I'm

         12  looking at these community benefits agreements

         13  because these are things that people of New York,

         14  including those in my district need.

         15                 So, I vote aye on all of these. Thank

         16  you very much.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: May I be

         23  excused to explain my vote?

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: First of all,
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          2  I would like to congratulate the Bronx Delegation

          3  for a job well done, but, Helen, I am not too sure

          4  that my seat is all that great now that we have the

          5  attention of Mr. Barron on this side.

          6                 But nevertheless, I would like to

          7  vote aye on all. Thank you.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vacca.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Permission to

         14  explain my vote --

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN:-- Madam Public

         17  Advocate.

         18                 First of all, I would like to commend

         19  both Chairperson Reyna and the Speaker for the

         20  progressive and member-friendly rule changes that

         21  have been made. And let me note, that came without

         22  influence from the Fresh Democracy Council.  We do

         23  remember the Fresh Democracy Council, do we not?

         24  Okay, all right.

         25                 And, secondly, I want to commend the
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          2  Bronx Delegation, number one, for being unified, and

          3  number two, for working together in the best

          4  interest of the people in your Bronx, and we rejoice

          5  in your joy, but, secondly, because of the precedent

          6  that you have established, perhaps one day under

          7  certain circumstances, the CBA will be the standard

          8  operating procedure. So we thank you for the

          9  presence you have established, and I vote aye on

         10  all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: White.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  I vote aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Quinn.

         22                 SPEAKER QUINN: Aye.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All items on

         24  today's General Order Calendar were adopted by a

         25  vote of 51 in the affirmative, zero negative, zero
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          2  abstentions, with the exception of LU 9 and

          3  Resolution 28, LU 10 and Resolution 29, LU 11 and

          4  Resolution 30, LU 12 and Resolution 31, LU 13,

          5  Resolution 32, and LU 14 and Resolution 33, which

          6  was adopted by a vote of 49 in the affirmative, one

          7  negative and one abstention.

          8                 Introduction and Reading of Bills.

          9                 SPEAKER QUINN: All bills are referred

         10  to committees as indicated.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Since there

         12  are no resolutions, therefore there is no discussion

         13  of resolutions, let's go on to the General

         14  Discussion.

         15                 Council Member Foster.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Good

         17  afternoon.

         18                 I just want to speak briefly on

         19  Intro. 17. The description doesn't do it justice in

         20  that under the leadership of Bill DeBlasio and the

         21  Speaker, we are working on legislation to cap the

         22  number of cases that an ACS worker can have when

         23  dealing with cases obviously involving children, and

         24  we're looking to cap that number at 12, and it's the

         25  beginning of a discussion and we want to be
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          2  proactive in terms of addressing caseload issues and

          3  number of cases based on experience. If I've been a

          4  caseworker for a year, I shouldn't have the same

          5  caseload as maybe someone who has been doing it for

          6  five or six years. So that we can assist ACS in

          7  doing a better job in saving our children.

          8                 So, I just wanted to, I very rarely

          9  get up, but to speak on intros or resolutions,

         10  because I think they're usually self-explanatory,

         11  but in this case it's not. So, please sign onto

         12  Intro. 17, and, again, thank you, Bill and Chris,

         13  Speaker, for helping me in making my thought into an

         14  intro. Thanks.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         16  Member Jackson.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you,

         18  Madam Chair.

         19                 My colleagues, I rise today to talk

         20  about Resolution 14 on page six of our agenda today,

         21  and that's a resolution sponsored by many of my

         22  colleagues, even though only three or four are

         23  listed here. It deals with the resolution calling on

         24  Governor George Pataki to immediately abide by the

         25  Court Order in the campaign for Fiscal Equity
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          2  lawsuit and fully fund New York City public schools,

          3  in consideration of the emergency facing our school

          4  system.

          5                 And as many of you know, from your

          6  own district, under the current five-year capital

          7  plan, there is going to be a lot of schools that are

          8  not going to be built, and we're hearing it from our

          9  CECs, the Community Education Councils, and from

         10  parents complaining about this.

         11                 Well, you and I know that the power

         12  rests in Albany, and this resolution, which will be

         13  referred to the Education Committee which I chair,

         14  we will be addressing that within the very near

         15  future.

         16                 In addition, there's a letter that's

         17  being circulated in which we're going to send to the

         18  Governor, we're asking all of our colleagues,

         19  republicans, democrats and others, to sign onto this

         20  letter, because this is not about politics, it's

         21  about the education of our children, and we want to

         22  send a unified message to Governor Pataki and to our

         23  legislative leaders that we can't wait anymore, that

         24  our children have waited too long, and we need the

         25  money now.
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          2                 We're talking about billions of

          3  dollars to ensure that your children and my children

          4  receive a quality education. That's what it's about.

          5                 And so I ask all of you to sign onto

          6  Resolution 14, which is on page six, and also to

          7  sign onto the letter that's going to be addressed to

          8  Governor Pataki, and I'll ask you to see Ramon

          9  Martinez, our Deputy Chief of Staff, if you would

         10  like to do that.

         11                 Thank you very much.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Mark

         13  Viverito. Council Member, sorry.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER VIVERITO: Thank you.

         15  Leading into this process I forgot to ask permission

         16  to explain my vote earlier. I did want to just

         17  commend highly the Bronx Delegation on the Bronx

         18  Terminal Market CBA and welcoming me into that

         19  process, as I am now part of the Bronx Delegation,

         20  as well.

         21                 In particular, though, I did want to

         22  really speak about how thrilled I am at the

         23  environmental aspects of this CBA, the use of green

         24  technology, implementation of a green roof,

         25  representing a district that has an incredibly high
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          2  asthma rate, I really think that moving forward we

          3  really need to look at being innovative and creative

          4  in our approaches of using and implementing green

          5  technology and development, not only by private

          6  entities but also by the City, and I would encourage

          7  colleagues to do that, as we move forward.

          8                 So, with that, I'm very excited about

          9  what has been agreed to, and, again, congrats to the

         10  Bronx Delegation.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         12  Member DeBlasio.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Thank you,

         14  Madam Public Advocate.

         15                 First of all, I want to thank the

         16  Speaker for everything she is doing to help all of

         17  us improve the situation of the Administration for

         18  Children's Services.

         19                 I particularly want to applaud her

         20  for having not only come to our hearing a few days

         21  ago, but having stayed for a number of hours to

         22  really join us in learning just what's going on and

         23  what we have to do to fix it. I thank you for that.

         24                 And thank you also for being so

         25  supportive about getting these hearings to move
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          2  quickly and getting these pieces of legislation

          3  moving.

          4                 I want to commend and thank Council

          5  Member Foster. I think Intro. 17 is crucial and none

          6  of us pretend to be experts on the details of case

          7  work, but we do know, and the Speaker has experience

          8  with this from dealing with a number of other issues

          9  that when we start with a clear mandate for limiting

         10  the number of cases a caseworker handles, it forces

         11  a real debate on what is a fair and doable caseload

         12  and what will allow us to protect our children. So,

         13  I want to thank you, and I think it's crucial.

         14                 I've also introduced Intro. 15 which

         15  would call upon ACS to report to this City Council

         16  monthly with key indicators about what is happening

         17  Citywide, what is happening in each field office,

         18  what's the numbers of kids in trouble and what are

         19  we doing about it, so really allow us to do much

         20  stronger oversight and keep their feet to the fire

         21  on many of the reforms that the Mayor has suggested,

         22  and I passed out the details of each legislation to

         23  each of my colleagues.

         24                 Lastly, we will be having a follow-up

         25  hearing, and I thank the Speaker again for that, on
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          2  February 14th, particularly to look at the

          3  relationships with ACS and the Police Department,

          4  which was identified in our previous hearing as one

          5  of the areas that certainly needs work, particularly

          6  at the precinct level. We've got to create a dynamic

          7  in which our police officers, our ACS caseworkers,

          8  our folks in the schools, teachers and guidance

          9  counselors, everyone believes that it is a priority

         10  and they must act in tandem when a child is in

         11  danger. So we look forward to that hearing February

         12  14th.

         13                 Thank you.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         15  Member Brewer.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you. I

         17  just rise to say that we have two interns who are

         18  completing their service with us, Jessica Rofet and

         19  Jared Kaplan, an NYU student and an Overland

         20  student. As you know, we have about 40 interns in

         21  our office, they're all terrific. I'm a big

         22  supporter of young people, so I just want to thank

         23  them for their service and for being here today.

         24  Thank you.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council
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          2  Member Barron.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Why would you

          4  say it like that, Madam Public Advocate?

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Because I'm

          6  anticipating what you're going to say.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Oh. Oh, oh,

          8  oh.

          9                 I just wanted to commend the Speaker,

         10  myself, for the rule changes and also to Council

         11  Member Yassky and Council Member Brewer and all

         12  those who worked on that. I think they're sorely

         13  needed, and they're certainly a step in the right

         14  direction.

         15                 I also want to commend the Speaker

         16  for her trip to Albany in fighting for CUNY

         17  students, and supporting us on no tuition hike. For

         18  that we commend you.

         19                 And I want to also ask us to support

         20  Resolution 15. Council Member James, Tish James, is

         21  calling for a students' bill of right for adult

         22  literacy, adult education, and I think that's sorely

         23  needed. I want to commend her and ask that we

         24  support that resolution.

         25                 Thank you very much, Madam Chair.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing

          3  nobody else, Speaker Quinn.

          4                 SPEAKER QUINN: I'm going to again ask

          5  my colleagues to rise so the clerk can read the in

          6  memoriam for Coretta Scott King.

          7                 I also want to note for the record

          8  that we lost two other outstanding women New Yorkers

          9  this week. We lost Beth Falon, who was the first

         10  woman to ever be the Bureau Chief for the Daily News

         11  at City Hall, and also lost the prize winning and

         12  outstanding author Wendy Wasserstein.

         13                 Now if the clerk could read the in

         14  memoriam for Coretta Scott King.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: In Memoriam, Coretta

         16  Scott King, by the entire Council.

         17                 Whereas: The New York City Council

         18  has learned the deep sorrow of the passing of

         19  Coretta Scott King on January 31st, 2006, at the age

         20  of 78 in her sleep at Santa Monica Hospital in

         21  Rosarito Beach, Mexico; and

         22                 Whereas: Coretta Scott King made

         23  enumerable contributions to the causes of civil

         24  rights and human dignity; and

         25                 Whereas: Coretta Scott King was born
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          2  on April 27th, 1927 in Perry County, Alabama; and

          3                 Whereas: According to the Academy of

          4  Achievement in Washington, D.C., Coretta Scott King

          5  was exposed to hardships at an early age, including

          6  having to walk five miles a day to attend a one-room

          7  school in Marion, Alabama, while white students rode

          8  buses to an all-white school closer to her home; and

          9                 Whereas: Coretta Scott King received

         10  degrees from Antiot College, where she was active in

         11  local chapters of the National Association for the

         12  Advancement of Colored People and the Young

         13  Progressives, and from the New England Conservatory

         14  of Music; and

         15                 Whereas: Coretta Scott King married

         16  Martin Luther King, Jr., on June 18th, 1953; and

         17                 Whereas: Despite raising four

         18  children and remaining out of the public spotlight

         19  during much of her husband's career, Coretta Scott

         20  King played an essential role in the major civil

         21  rights campaigns of the 1950s and 1960s; and

         22                 Whereas: According to the King

         23  Center, Coretta Scott King spoke before church,

         24  civic, college, fraternal and peace groups from the

         25  earliest days of the Civil Rights Movement; and
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          2                 Whereas: During the years of the

          3  Civil Rights Movement, Coretta Scott King also

          4  conceived and performed a series of favorably

          5  reviewed Freedom Concerts which combined pros in

          6  poetry narration with musical selections to raise

          7  funds for the Southern Christian Leadership

          8  Conference; and

          9                 Whereas: According to the Martin

         10  Luther King, Jr. Papers Project, Coretta Scott King

         11  accompanied her husband during the 1965 march from

         12  Selma to Montgomery, Alabama, served as a women's

         13  strike for peace delegate to the 17-Nation

         14  Disarmament Conference and accompanied her husband

         15  on well-publicized trips to mark the independence of

         16  Ghana in 1957 and to study the legacy of Mihat

         17  Maghandi in India in 1959; and

         18                 Whereas: Following Dr. Martin Luther

         19  King, Jr.'s assassination on April 4th, 1968,

         20  Coretta Scott King continued her work as a leading

         21  advocate of civil rights and human dignity; and

         22                 Whereas: Coretta Scott King was the

         23  Founding Chair of the Martin Luther King Jr. Center

         24  for Non-violent Social Change, a living memorial to

         25  her husband's life and legacy that is housed on a
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          2  23-acre national historic park, receives over 1

          3  million visitors each year, contains the largest

          4  archives of documents from the Civil Rights

          5  Movement, and provides a variety of programs that

          6  has tens of thousands of people and issues relating

          7  to Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.'s philosophy and

          8  methods; and

          9                 Whereas: Coretta Scott King

         10  spearheaded the educational and legal campaign to

         11  establish Dr. King's birthday as a national holiday,

         12  which culminated in the signing of legislation on

         13  November 3rd, 1983, establishing the third Monday of

         14  every January as Martin Luther King, Jr. National

         15  Holiday; and

         16                 Whereas: Coretta Scott King was also

         17  active in a variety of other important efforts,

         18  including serving as the Co-Chair of the Full

         19  Employment Action Council in 1975, assisting in

         20  bringing more than a half million demonstrators to

         21  Washington, D.C. in 1983 in order to commemorate the

         22  20th Anniversary of the 1963 March on Washington for

         23  Jobs and Freedom where Dr. King delivered his famous

         24  "I have a dream" speech, and serving as head of the

         25  U.S. Delegation of Women for a meaningful sermon in
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          2  preparation for the Reagan/Gorbichov talks in 1988;

          3  and

          4                 Whereas: Throughout the 1970s and

          5  1980s Coretta Scott King wrote nationally syndicated

          6  columns and spoke out publicly on a broad range of

          7  issues, including racial and economic justice,

          8  women's and children's rights, gay and lesbian

          9  dignity, religious freedom and the needs of the poor

         10  and homeless, full employment, health care,

         11  educational opportunities, nuclear disarmament and

         12  ecologically balanced; and

         13                 Whereas: In the 1980s, Coretta Scott

         14  King was also active in the struggles against

         15  apartied, participating in a series of sit-in

         16  protests in Washington, D.C. that prompted

         17  nationwide demonstrations against South African

         18  racial policies personally urging President Ronald

         19  Reagan to approve sanctions against South Africa and

         20  submitting herself to arrest and protests against

         21  the apartied system; and

         22                 Whereas: On the day of her passing,

         23  Poet Mia Angelou stated that "It's a bleak morning

         24  for me and many people, and yet, it's a great

         25  morning because we have a chance to look at her and
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          2  she what she did and who she was"; and

          3                 Whereas: Through her words, work and

          4  example, Coretta Scott King was a woman of wisdom,

          5  passion and vision; now, therefore

          6                 Be it resolved, that the Council of

          7  the City of New York celebrates the life and mourns

          8  the passing of Coretta Scott King, extends its

          9  deepest sympathies to her family and friends and

         10  adjourns today in her honor.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: The Council

         12  Meeting of February 1st has ended.

         13                 (Hearing concluded at 3:00 p.m.)
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