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          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 SPEAKER QUINN: We have today a

          3  proclamation presented from Kendall Stewart, Yvette

          4  Clarke, Charles Barron, Tish James, Darlene Mealy,

          5  to Violet E. Young, commemorating her retirement

          6  from the Postal Service.

          7                 I'm going to turn the mike over to

          8  Council Member/Dr. Kendall Stewart.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Thank you,

         10  Madam Speaker.

         11                 Ms. Young, could you please come up,

         12  and could you have some of your friends, Ms. Lydia

         13  Irving and Oswell Molavi, Linda Lundi, Barbara David

         14  and Ann Kessler, Maureen Neddles, come up.

         15                 My colleagues, I want to let you know

         16  that Ms. Young is someone who has spent 40 years of

         17  her life serving us as a postal worker in Central

         18  Brooklyn, and I think she deserves a round of

         19  applause for that. And if working as a postal worker

         20  wasn't enough, she served on the Martin Luther King

         21  Commission for 21 years. I think she deserves

         22  another round of applause for that.

         23                 And, so, today it is my honor to --

         24  I'm proud to celebrate her on the retirement, the

         25  occasion of the retirement from the postal service,
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          2  and so I would ask the clerk to read the

          3  proclamation.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council of the City of

          5  New York, Proclamation.

          6                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

          7  New York is pleased and proud to honor Violet E.

          8  Young on the occasion of her retirement and to

          9  recognize the outstanding work she has done for the

         10  City and the community; and

         11                 Whereas: Violet E. Young began her

         12  career with the United States Post Office in 1966 as

         13  a temporary clerk at the Cadman Plaza General Post

         14  Office.

         15                 She later went on to become a regular

         16  clerk at the Bushwick Station case, as well as an

         17  examiner, giving the Battery 470 test for the USBS;

         18  and

         19                 Whereas: Ms. Young has served as an

         20  active member of the National Alliance of Postal and

         21  Federal Employees for 30 years, including seven as

         22  financial secretary. She has also been a diversity

         23  member for 13 years at the Brooklyn General Male

         24  Facility where she served on the Emergency Responder

         25  Team and as a liaison to elected officials; and
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          2                 Whereas: Our great City is enhanced

          3  by those unique citizens, such as Violet E. Young

          4  who utilized their talents in a multiplicity of ways

          5  to help others without desire to see public

          6  recognition or reward; now, therefore

          7                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

          8  City of New York most gratefully honors Violet E.

          9  Young.

         10                 Christine E. Quinn, Speaker for the

         11  Entire Council; Kendall Stewart, Council Member 45th

         12  District, Brooklyn; Charles Barron, Council Member

         13  42nd District, Brooklyn; Yvette D. Clarke, Council

         14  Member 40th District, Brooklyn; Letitia James,

         15  Council Member 35th District, Brooklyn; Darlene

         16  Mealy, Council Member 41st District, Brooklyn.

         17                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you. And will

         18  you give us a few words?

         19                 MS. YOUNG: Thank you for this

         20  prestigious award, and it was really a pleasure for

         21  all these years working. It was fun working with all

         22  of this, and thank God I'm still here to talk about

         23  it. Thank you.

         24                 SPEAKER QUINN: I may regret this,

         25  but, Charles, here is the microphone.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Ladies and

          3  gentlemen -- no. We thank you so much for your

          4  service. We are very, very proud of you, and it's an

          5  honor on behalf of all of us to say that there is

          6  none more deserving of this than you. We wish you

          7  God speed in everything that you do, and thank you

          8  so much for your service.

          9                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you, Charles.

         10                 And that is our only ceremonial

         11  today, and we're going to go into the Stated Meeting

         12  and then into a memoriam session for former Council

         13  Member Bob Dryfoos.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: The meeting

         15  will come to order. Roll call.

         16                 Oh, I'm sorry, all rise. Pledge of

         17  Allegiance.

         18                 (Pledge of Allegiance.)

         19                 Roll call.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Addabbo.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Arroyo.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Avella.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Baez.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Barron.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Brewer.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Clarke.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Comrie.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: DeBlasio.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dickens.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dilan.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Felder.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Fidler.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Foster.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gallagher.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Garodnick.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Here.

          4  Garodnick, here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gennaro.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gentile.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gerson.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gioia.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gonzalez.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jackson.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Here.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Katz.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Koppell.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lanza.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lappin.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Liu.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Mark Viverito.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK VIVERITO: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Martinez.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: McMahon.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Mealy.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Mendez.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Monserrate.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Nelson.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Recchia.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reyna.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sanders.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Seabrook.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sears.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Stewart.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Present.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vacca.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vallone.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vann.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Weprin.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: White.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Yassky.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lanza.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Oddo.

         24                 (No response).

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rivera.

                                                            12

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Speaker Quinn.

          4                 SPEAKER QUINN: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: We have a quorum,

          6  Ma'am.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: A quorum is

          8  present.

          9                 Please rise for the Invocation of

         10  Reverend Larry Seabrook.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER/REVEREND SEABROOK:

         12  Dear Creator, creator of all Heaven and earth, we

         13  are gathered here today to do the business of the

         14  people;

         15                 And as we gather here today, may our

         16  hearts begin to reflect the needs of our

         17  communities, and do all of the good will that Thou

         18  has bestowed upon us, the knowledge and the wisdom,

         19  to take care of those who are suffering in our City;

         20                 May we send a special prayer to those

         21  young men and women who are giving their lives to

         22  protect the liberties and freedom for all of us,

         23  that we send tremendous blessings for their safe

         24  return so that we will have an understanding and a

         25  wisdom to be creative and allow a sense of tolerance
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          2  for all people;

          3                 For this is the House that is so

          4  dedicated to diversity, and our ability to provide

          5  opportunities for all, so guide us in the direction

          6  which is straight forward, and to protect one

          7  another.

          8                 These and many other blessings we ask

          9  in Thy name, amen.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         11  Member Dickens, would you make a motion to spread

         12  the Invocation?

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Motion to

         14  spread the Invocation in full upon the record.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Speaker

         16  Quinn.

         17                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you. If I could

         18  ask my colleagues to rise, and for quiet in the

         19  Chambers.

         20                 Since the last time we held a Stated

         21  Council Meeting, sadly another New Yorker has died

         22  in the war in Iraq. Army Staff Sergeant Duane Peter

         23  Lewis, who was 26 and grew up in Brooklyn, was

         24  killed while on patrol in Bagdad on February 27th.

         25  And as we sadly have to do so many times at our
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          2  Stated Meetings, we're going to have a moment of

          3  silence in his memory.

          4                 (Moment of Silence observed.)

          5                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you.

          6                 If I may now ask that the Public

          7  Advocate suspend the rules so we can hold an In

          8  Memoriam in memory of our colleague former Council

          9  Member Bob Dryfoos.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         11                 SPEAKER QUINN: If folks can take

         12  their seats? As some folks may know sadly a few

         13  weeks ago we lost former Council Member Bob Dryfoos,

         14  and he is someone who was known to many of us as a

         15  colleague, as a Government Affairs professional, as

         16  a friend, as someone who fought to make sure that

         17  young people, whether it was to make sure they had

         18  the extra help they needed to succeed in school or

         19  had the sports and arts resources they needed,

         20  someone who fought on behalf of the young people of

         21  this City.

         22                 Also we knew him as someone who

         23  worked hard to make sure that women who had breast

         24  cancer had enough resources and support so they and

         25  families could get through those tough times. You

                                                            15

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  know, the list of groups and causes that Bob worked

          3  for are truly a list of some of the greatest groups

          4  and greatest causes in the City of New York.

          5                 And as we all know, when Bob Dryfoos

          6  had an issue or an organization that he was

          7  supporting, he supported it 150 percent. There was

          8  no halfway with Bob Dryfoos. And it was that

          9  commitment to New Yorkers and that commitment

         10  particularly to young people that were some of the

         11  most endearing things about Bob Dryfoos.

         12                 And even when we were in the budget

         13  process, sometimes you want to say, Bob, enough

         14  already, you couldn't really get mad because he was

         15  always just asking for more resources for terrific

         16  programs and usually for kids in need in the City.

         17                 And today we will adjourn our meeting

         18  in memory of Bob Dryfoos, as is our procedure

         19  whenever we lose a present or former Council member,

         20  but what we're going to do in the next few minutes

         21  is hear from Speaker Peter Vallone for Bob. Bob and

         22  Speaker Vallone were colleagues for quite some time,

         23  and also very close personal friends. We're going to

         24  hear from his life partner and then also open up to

         25  the floor for Council members to make any comments

                                                            16

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  or share particular memories of Bob and then we will

          3  go back into our Stated session.

          4                 So, before hearing from Speaker

          5  Vallone, if the clerk could please read the In

          6  Memoriam message, and if folks could stand for that,

          7  please.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: In Memoriam.

          9  Robert J. Dryfoos.

         10                 By the Entire Council

         11                 Whereas, The New York City Council

         12  has learned with profound sorrow of the passing of

         13  former Council Member Robert Jerry Dryfoos, on March

         14  the 2nd, 2006, at the age of 63, from a brain

         15  hemorrhage, at New York Presbyterian Hospital/Weill

         16  Cornell Medical Center; and

         17                 Whereas, Robert "Bob" Dryfoos was a

         18  public official who made an extraordinary difference

         19  in the quality of life for all New Yorkers;

         20                 Whereas: Bob Dryfoos was born on

         21  August the 11th, 1942, graduated from Marietta

         22  College in Ohio and went on to receive a law degree

         23  from New York University and was admitted to the New

         24  York State Bar in 1968; and

         25                 Whereas, Bob Dryfoos entered
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          2  government in 1975 as Chief Counsel to Lt. Governor

          3  Mary Anne Krupsak; and

          4                 Whereas, Bob Dryfoos played a

          5  critical role in the fight to save Radio City Music

          6  Hall from demolition and the Hall's interior was

          7  designated a city landmark in 1978; and

          8                 Whereas: Bob Dryfoos coordinated with

          9  public television stations to promote and develop

         10  programming like "Live From Lincoln Center"; and

         11                 Whereas, from 1978 to 1980 he was a

         12  lawyer for the State Assembly and advised its

         13  Housing Committee; and

         14                 Whereas, in November 1980, he secured

         15  victory in a special election to complete the term

         16  of Council Member Jane B. Trichter, who had resigned

         17  from the Council; and

         18                 Whereas, Bob Dryfoos is perhaps most

         19  recognized for a decisive vote he cast on Jan. 8,

         20  1986, opposing his Manhattan colleagues to support

         21  Peter F. Vallone, a Queens Democrat, as leader of

         22  the New York city Council; and

         23                 Whereas, Former Council Speaker

         24  Vallone described his actions as a "profile in

         25  courage... up until this guy, the votes only went
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          2  according to what the county leaders said.. this was

          3  a big, big break from what had transpired on the

          4  City Council up until that time"; and

          5                 Whereas, in 1999, years after Bob

          6  Dryfoos chose not t o seek re-election and his

          7  political career concluded, he founded a lobbying

          8  firm called the Dryfoos Group; and

          9                 Whereas, he worked for after-school

         10  programs such as Big Brothers Big Sisters and the

         11  New York Junior Tennis League and helped the Center

         12  for Educational Innovation-Public Education

         13  Association, a nonprofit organization, secure city

         14  money to help low-income students prepare for

         15  high-school entrance exams and to improve social

         16  studies instruction; and

         17                 Whereas, Bob Dryfoos is survived by

         18  his companion Susan Dymond as well as her two sons

         19  and two grandchildren; and

         20                 Whereas, through his passion,

         21  service, and example, former Council Member Robert

         22  Dryfoos was a man of enthusiasm, devotion, and

         23  courage; now, therefore, be it

         24                 Resolved, that the Council of the

         25  City of New York celebrates the life and mourns the
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          2  passing of Robert J. Dryfoos, extends its deepest

          3  sympathies to his family and friends and adjourns

          4  today in honor of his memory and service to New York

          5  City.

          6                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you. And I next

          7  want to call on Speaker Peter Vallone.

          8                 FORMER SPEAKER VALLONE: Thank you

          9  very much, Mr. Clerk.

         10                 Thank you, Madam Speaker, and my

         11  colleagues. Those of us who do believe that there is

         12  another power up there, that there really is a God,

         13  know now that Bob is looking down on his colleagues.

         14                 Every one of you has had to make

         15  decisions in your life. No one of you Council

         16  members would be here today unless you had the love

         17  and respect of at least a majority of the

         18  constituents and voters in your community.

         19                 Every one of you had at some time in

         20  your life to make a decision which wasn't a popular

         21  one, which wasn't one that was going to be admired

         22  and haled by those closest to you.

         23                 Bob Dryfoos made that kind of a

         24  decision, and it was a historic decision. It was the

         25  first time anything like that ever happened. Ed Koch
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          2  called it the most exciting moment in the history of

          3  the Council. In my situation, it was certainly the

          4  most exciting moment in my life.

          5                 And while I sat in that seat right

          6  where you're sitting, Council member, and Bob was

          7  sitting right behind me on January 8th, 1986. You

          8  could imagine how nervous you would be if you were

          9  in my situation. Already a situation where you're

         10  going to be elected the possible leader of a great

         11  group of elected officials, all of whom represent

         12  about 150,000 people, and every one of which is here

         13  not because you put them here, because a majority of

         14  their own constituents put them here.

         15                 You could imagine the pressure that

         16  was on Bob Dryfoos, because the two most powerful

         17  leaders that controlled his destiny did not want him

         18  to vote the way he wanted to vote. But he stood up

         19  and he said basically I'm going to do what I believe

         20  is the right thing to do.

         21                 At that moment by heart began its

         22  ascent back from my stomach back to where it

         23  belonged, up above.

         24                 But you have no idea what that did to

         25  him. You have no idea how he was ostracized. You
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          2  have no idea how buttons started to appear,

          3  "Benedict Bob." You have no idea how those of his

          4  former friends turned against him for years

          5  thereafter. But it wasn't a vote for me. Don't get

          6  me wrong. It was a vote for the independence of the

          7  Council. It was a vote for getting rid of the Board

          8  of Estimate. It was a vote for finally having a

          9  Legislature that can make up its own mind, finally

         10  have a Legislature that did not have to get the

         11  permission to change even one penny of the budget,

         12  finally having a Legislature that could stand up and

         13  say we're going to make this City safe, finally had

         14  a Legislature that could change the destiny of this

         15  City.

         16                 The Board of Estimate did not want

         17  that. The Board of Estimate, the last thing they

         18  wanted was a leader or a Council to lead the fight

         19  to get rid of a body that had nothing to do with the

         20  legislative business of the people of the City of

         21  New York. That's what Bob Dryfoos did. It wasn't for

         22  Peter Vallone, Sr. It was for the independence of

         23  the Council, and it's a lesson for all of us to

         24  learn. Me, too. It's very, very difficult, very

         25  difficult to stand up and do what you think is the
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          2  right thing to do, no matter what anybody else

          3  thinks. That's what Bob Dryfoos stood for, that's

          4  what this Council stands for, independence. Bottom

          5  line: Just do the right thing.

          6                 Susan and your family and friends

          7  that are here for Bob Dryfoos, you know him better

          8  than anyone else. You know how he loved. In all the

          9  years he never asked me once for anything for

         10  himself. It was always for the kids. Always a sport

         11  that everyone could play, like tennis. Where you

         12  don't have to be eight feet tall and run one mile in

         13  less than seven seconds. Anything. And tennis,

         14  almost every school in the City of New York had a

         15  tennis court because of Bob Dryfoos. That's what he

         16  stood for. He stood for the kids and he tried to

         17  help them. And that's what you do, and that's what I

         18  know that he's looking down and saying, God bless

         19  you and well done. Right or wrong, do always what

         20  you believe is the right thing to do. And from Bob,

         21  God bless all of you.

         22                 SPEAKER QUINN: Susan.

         23                 MS. DYMOND: Thank you. I am humbled

         24  by the support that I've gotten from all of you and

         25  the recognition that you've all given to Bob. He was
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          2  passionate about New York City. He loved being a

          3  Councilperson. He loved supporting all his clients

          4  and believed in them, the children. I still will

          5  never forget times when we would walk along what

          6  used to be his district and people would come out

          7  and thank him for the little things that he's done

          8  or they wanted him to do, or just to find out how he

          9  was, because he dedicated his life to making this

         10  City better, and I really appreciate the fact that

         11  you've all shown such respect for him, and you

         12  realize that he did do the right thing, and you

         13  recognized him for that. Thank you so much.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         15  Member Dickens.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Madam Public

         17  Advocate, I rise today in tribute to former City

         18  Council Member Robert Dryfoos.

         19                 Bob, a friend, controversial but

         20  never fair weather, dry humor and never, ever dull.

         21  He was a profile of courage, who even in the face of

         22  adversity followed his convictions. Bob was an

         23  independent thinker, to say the least.

         24                 Bob was instrumental in advocating

         25  for major institutions of our great City, like Radio
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          2  City Hall and Lincoln Center. But I truly admired

          3  what Bob did for the children of our City, and how

          4  he helped to give the children quality access to

          5  arts and sports education.

          6                 He was tireless worker on behalf of

          7  the children, and he celebrated diversity as a

          8  patron of multi-ethnic cultural arts with the

          9  drastic cuts to arts and sports activities in the

         10  school Bob Dryfoos spearheaded efforts to leverage

         11  public and private sector funds to advance arts

         12  education after school, and to bring free sports

         13  activities to children who would otherwise not have

         14  this opportunity.

         15                 In 1999, after his political career

         16  had ended, he established the Dryfoos Group. He

         17  worked to empower after school programs and helped

         18  the Center for Educational Innovation Public

         19  Education Association, a non-profit organization to

         20  secure City money to help low-income students

         21  prepare for high school entrance exams and to

         22  improve social studies instruction.

         23                 Robert Dryfoos was a dedicated man to

         24  providing avenues of opportunity and enlightenment

         25  for our children. I am honored to have the privilege

                                                            25

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  of honoring him here today.

          3                 I send to Mrs. Susan Dymond, the

          4  Dryfoos family, the extended family and the Dryfoos

          5  Group my very best wishes, and I hope that you will

          6  continue the mission that Bob so valiantly began to

          7  empower the children of our City, and to embrace

          8  diversity through arts and culture.

          9                 Thank you for sharing Bob Dryfoos.

         10  Thank you.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         12  Member Jessica Lappin.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: Thank you,

         14  Madam Public Advocate.

         15                 Like many of the people who are here

         16  today, I knew Bob as a caring, passionate and very

         17  dedicated person, and he cared a great deal about

         18  the children of this City, not just in the district

         19  that he had represented, but all across this City.

         20  And I also knew him, we had a special relationship

         21  because he did represent the district that I am now

         22  privileged to represent. I remember when I first

         23  spoke to him about running. He was so enthusiastic

         24  and so encouraging. And as Council Member Dickens

         25  said, once he made up his mind, he threw himself in
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          2  a hundred percent and he was never a fair weather

          3  friend, and even when times got tough over the

          4  course of my campaign, he was there, he was

          5  supportive, and what was so amazing to see was even

          6  now, 15 years plus after he had retired from being a

          7  public servant, he still commanded respect. He was

          8  still appreciated and when he and Susan organized a

          9  house party for me in their home, I think it was the

         10  most well-attended packed house party, because

         11  really wanted to hear what Bob had to say, and by

         12  extension hear what I had to say. And when we would

         13  walk down the street, even now people would stop him

         14  and talk to him and thank him for all that he had

         15  done.

         16                 And I can only hope that at some

         17  point when I am retired from public service that

         18  people in our community still appreciate what I have

         19  done in some small way to help this City.

         20                 He really was a very dedicated and

         21  passionate person, and Susan, we will all miss him a

         22  great deal. Thank you.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         24  Member David Weprin.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Thank you,
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          2  Madam Public Advocate.

          3                 Even know I look young, I actually

          4  know Bob over 30 years. Going back to when I

          5  interned in Albany, during my college days, and Bob

          6  was counsel to Lieutenant Governor Mary Anne Krupsak

          7  and then later with the Assembly Housing Committee.

          8                 I really didn't get to work closely,

          9  though, with Bob until the last four years or so

         10  when I became head of the Finance Committee and

         11  worked very closely with Bob. I was actually -- we

         12  had our first day of budget hearings the day after

         13  Bob's funeral, and I adjourned the first meeting in

         14  Bob's memory, because this is my fifth year of

         15  budget hearings, and I could not imagine, and I

         16  still could not imagine, and I don't know how I'm

         17  going to actually survive this budget process

         18  without the ever-presence looming everywhere you go

         19  of Bob Dryfoos.

         20                 And I say that in the fondest way,

         21  because as the Speaker mentioned, we didn't always

         22  agree with Bob. Bob sometimes could be known as a

         23  little bit of a pain, but we saw beyond that because

         24  we really saw what he was really advocating for, and

         25  we never lost sight of that, and Bob never took on a
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          2  client, because he didn't take on every client. He

          3  was very selective of the people he represented, and

          4  he never took on a client unless he really believed

          5  in that client, and for the most part, it was the

          6  children of the City that really benefitted from his

          7  advocacy, and it was a tremendous advocacy, and all

          8  I can say to Susan and her children and

          9  grandchildren, Bob considered them his children and

         10  grandchildren, and constantly would be talking about

         11  them, and I just, as we conclude this budget process

         12  and go through it over the next few months, one

         13  thing that will always be on my memory is Bob

         14  Dryfoos and I'll be saying in the back of my mind, I

         15  really miss and really wish that Bob was here.

         16                 Thank you.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         18  Member Brewer.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you very

         20  much.

         21                 I rise because I did work with Bob

         22  Dryfoos in Mary Anne Krupsak's office for four

         23  years, and he was brilliant then and he's brilliant

         24  now in terms of our memories.

         25                 I also moved him into his current
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          2  apartment. I remember with my kids walking down the

          3  street with all of his belongings in shopping carts,

          4  and he directed us how to move into the current

          5  apartment.

          6                 And I think of Speaker Vallone, of

          7  him and Sam Horowitz talking together about that day

          8  and that vote, it would be a very interesting

          9  conversation. And I was there during the vote, and

         10  certainly working for Ruth Messinger, those were

         11  difficult times, certainly I think it came out on

         12  the right side, but what a day that was.

         13                 And I also never forget Bob Dryfoos

         14  20 questions. Bob, you already know the answer, why

         15  are you asking me? Yet, it was a brilliant way to

         16  think about policy and issues. He was always ahead

         17  of the curve, in terms of not only what was right,

         18  but how to do a strategy to get to the goal of what

         19  we all wanted to do to change policy.

         20                 I also recently had the fortune of

         21  hearing Susan sing, absolutely beautifully, at a

         22  concert that she performed at, and we all went to

         23  salute her and she was fantastic. Bob was very

         24  proud, and we were all just amazed by just how

         25  fantastic she was. So, that was a special evening
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          2  not so long ago. It was a wonderful service. I will

          3  miss Bob tremendously. I will say that Laura, Jean,

          4  Paul, Patrick, everybody at the Dryfoos Group and

          5  the people who support not only sports and children,

          6  but the way of thinking about policy, trying to do

          7  it in the right way.

          8                 This budget will never be the same.

          9  The City will never be the same. I will miss you.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         11  Member Fidler.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Thank you.

         13  Those of you who know me know that, if nothing else,

         14  I'm Brooklyn proud, and so four years ago when I was

         15  elected to this body and became Chairman of the

         16  Youth Services Committee, and Bob Dryfoos was thrust

         17  into my life, I had to put aside some preconceived

         18  notions and prejudices that had come with me, it was

         19  the right thing to do. And it didn't take too long

         20  to find out that those preconceived notions and

         21  prejudices were wrong.

         22                 Bob was a real honorable guy. That he

         23  was a passionate, passionate advocate for things

         24  that I cared about, the kids in this City. He was a

         25  friend. He gave me advice about things that I
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          2  wouldn't have known enough to ask about in my first

          3  days here.

          4                 He was a junkie just like the rest of

          5  us. A week before he passed, he was on the phone

          6  with me. He wanted to know what it all meant. You

          7  know, who was here, who was gone, who was here and

          8  who was out, would it affect his clients. To the end

          9  Bob was a decent guy.

         10                 And I've heard a couple of people say

         11  he was never a fair weather friend, and that, those

         12  words are so true. Bob was with ya, and he was with

         13  ya all the way. And, so, I think it's maybe 20 years

         14  late for a Council member from Brooklyn to stand up

         15  on this floor and say, Bob, you was right and we was

         16  wrong, but I know he is listening, I will miss his

         17  pushy face, but I will see it here. I will see it

         18  here every time we hold a Youth Services meeting,

         19  and at every Council meeting. I know we're passing

         20  rules about not allowing lobbyists to be on the

         21  floor on days of Stated Meetings, but Bob will

         22  always be on this floor for me.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         24  Member Koppell.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Thank you.
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          2                 Like David and Gale, I knew Bob for

          3  over 30 years, I was in the Assembly when he worked

          4  with Mary Anne Krupsak and then he worked with my

          5  good friend Ed Lana, when he was Chair of the

          6  Housing Committee, and then I continued to be

          7  friendly with Bob throughout and was delighted to be

          8  back in closer touch with him again when I joined

          9  this Council.

         10                 You know, Bob was so large, but

         11  really larger than life that it's hard to believe

         12  that he's not here, because he was such a presence

         13  and so much part of government and particularly a

         14  part of this body. And the thing that I think

         15  defined Bob was jerad aviv (phonetic)"love of life."

         16  He just loved being alive, being active, being here,

         17  being involved with government, trying to influence

         18  what's going on. No one, whether elected or not

         19  elected, had more commitment or feeling or pleasure

         20  in participating in doing, if you will, the people's

         21  business. And he was a wonderful friend to those of

         22  us who he knew and who he liked politically and

         23  personally, and we will not forget him. And he

         24  played such an important role here in making the

         25  Council, inducing the Council to do the right thing.
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          2  He played such a big role that when our Bronx

          3  Delegation talked about items, we talked about

          4  individual items of various sorts, whether it be

          5  criminal justice or youth items or education items,

          6  and then we talked about the Dryfoos items. That was

          7  a separate category. He made himself so important

          8  that that became a separate category.

          9                 And I must say, if Bob is looking

         10  down at us, as Peter said, he wouldn't forgive me if

         11  I didn't mention that when we were roommates in

         12  Albany, in 1976, we shared a house. Bob and I and

         13  several other legislators, including Franz Leichter,

         14  who many of you know, and Bob was working for Mary

         15  Anne Krupsak and went to the Carter Inauguration in

         16  the middle of the winter. We had all left Albany and

         17  Bob left and forgot to leave the heat on, and so the

         18  pipes burst and our whole house was completely

         19  ruined. I forgave Bob long ago, but let me say in

         20  talking about Bob, if you're looking down, we

         21  certainly forgive you for letting the pipes freeze.

         22  Bob, we loved you, we cared for you, we believed in

         23  you, and we'll certainly miss you.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         25  Member Clarke.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you,

          3  Madam Public Advocate.

          4                 First of all, let me please express

          5  my heartfelt condolences to Ms. Dymond, to the

          6  Dryfoos family and the Dryfoos Group. I've been the

          7  beneficiary of a relationship that Bob Dryfoos had

          8  with my predecessor, my mother, who served with Bob

          9  Dryfoos. And from that relationship grew a

         10  friendship that preceded me.

         11                 My father had an opportunity to

         12  participate in the Junior Tennis League activities

         13  and events, and our family really just looked

         14  forward to the camaraderie, the fellowship that we

         15  shared with Bob on numerous occasions. And when I

         16  was elected to the Council, I was immediately

         17  embraced by Bob Dryfoos, and I mean embraced in its

         18  fuller sense. I think he had one of the best hugs

         19  that you could possibly receive. And I think that's

         20  what I will always hold with me as a memory of Bob

         21  Dryfoos, a man, a wonderful friend, and also a

         22  wonderful advocate on behalf of the children of the

         23  City of New York. Because no only was he known here

         24  in the Council and in the district in which he

         25  served, but there are kids in Flatbush today who
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          2  play tennis, who have excelled in school because Bob

          3  Dryfoos saw to it they would have opportunities that

          4  would never have existed were there not been a Bob

          5  Dryfoos.

          6                 I say God bless you all. God bless

          7  the spirit of Bob Dryfoos. He resides within my

          8  heart forever. Thank you.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         10  Member Rivera.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Thank you very

         12  much, Madam Public Advocate.

         13                 I think we're all telling a little

         14  bit of our experiences with Bob, and one thing I can

         15  remember is my first year on the Council I met this

         16  great man that told me about his relationship with

         17  my father, with Peter, with everybody, and he said

         18  if we can ever just chat and I can just help you out

         19  and navigate this thing we call City Hall, he was

         20  there.

         21                 He represents the New York Junior

         22  Tennis League, and the New York Junior Tennis League

         23  actually has the parade in my district every single

         24  year where like over 2,000 children come out, and

         25  I'm there in a suit and tie, and he's like, Joe, you
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          2  got to get one round of tennis off just for the

          3  photos, you've got to do it. I did it. I don't play

          4  tennis for real, but I did it, and I tore my suit. I

          5  won the game, but I tore my suit. And I told Bob, I

          6  said, "you owe me a suit." And I don't think he's

          7  going to get it for me now, but one thing I can

          8  guarantee, and people are saying how are his groups

          9  going to fair out this year, and he used to lobby

         10  high powers back in the day. He used to lobby the

         11  great Peter Vallone, the great Gifford Miller, and,

         12  you know, for a short time, you know, our new

         13  Speaker Christine Quinn and all of us Council

         14  members, but now he's lobbying the higher power, and

         15  he's going to be up there, and just like he was in

         16  our face every single day, every single budget

         17  season, making sure that, you know, his groups were

         18  being represented, I'm pretty sure he's looking down

         19  and he's giving you guys a thumbs up and saying

         20  everything is going to be okay.

         21                 You know, so all I've got to say is

         22  that Bob, you were a great friend for the time that

         23  I knew you, I wish I could have known you longer.

         24  I'm not as young as David Weprin but, you know, what

         25  I've learned from you it's been a great experience.
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          2                 To Ms. Dymond, I'm sorry for your

          3  loss. Bob was a great friend and he'll always be

          4  with us. Thank you.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          6  Member Seabrook.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Well, I rise

          8  for two reasons. One is that I had my hand up quite

          9  some time. Now, I might be a black guy, but, damn,

         10  you can see my hand back here. So, I'm just saying

         11  that, that's what Bob, one of the beauties of Bob,

         12  he had a sense of diversity, and that he understood

         13  the importance of people, in making people feel as

         14  if they counted as human beings.

         15                 I knew Bob when he was in Albany,

         16  when he would come to Albany also to lobby and have

         17  the opportunity to talk about the needs and the

         18  concerns of children and teaching children in our

         19  communities and giving them that opportunity to play

         20  tennis and do some of the other things they're

         21  doing, and also to expose them to an adventure that

         22  they've never had that Bob did. When he talked about

         23  our ancestors coming here on ships, it gave us a

         24  tremendous opportunity for Bob to do something to

         25  allow our young people to see those ships at the
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          2  South Street Seaport, to expose them to the history

          3  of our particular involvement here in this City.

          4                 So, it is important that we

          5  understand what Bob is doing and maybe continue to

          6  do the work that he has done in this community and

          7  never forget the children that Bob served. He served

          8  his clients very well, and I think he represented

          9  all the kids of the City of New York for bigger and

         10  better plans.

         11                 Thank you very much.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         13  Member Sears.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Thank you,

         15  Madam Public Advocate.

         16                 I have just a few words to say about

         17  Bob and they're very personal, but I think it

         18  absolutely tells us what the man was.

         19                 After he cast his vote, as Speaker

         20  Vallone said, life was very difficult for Bob

         21  Dryfoos. He was ostracized, and he had a great deal

         22  of pain in his own heart.

         23                 A few weeks after he cast that vote,

         24  my husband died, and Bob, with all of the pain that

         25  he had, knowing that I had three children, Bob made

                                                            39

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  certain that he came to see me, and to say to me

          3  that no matter what, anything I needed or what was

          4  in my life, he was a friend.

          5                 And you don't forget that, because he

          6  was a man of character, and he was a man of human

          7  decency. And Susan Dymond and everyone connected

          8  with Bob saw that, and why your sadness is so

          9  strong.

         10                 So, when you have such a profile in

         11  courage and such a warm heart, society misses that

         12  person, and Bob will be missed because he always

         13  thought of others and he particularly thought of

         14  children.

         15                 Thank you.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         17  Member Gerson.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Madam Public

         19  Advocate, one of my favorite recollections of Bob

         20  Dryfoos was the times we shared at one of our

         21  favorite Indian Cuisine restaurants in town. We

         22  shared a love of government and a love of politics.

         23  We also shared a love of cuisine. But what I

         24  remember most about those luncheons was not the food

         25  we ate, but the advice he gave.
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          2                 Bob loved to mentor. Bob loved to

          3  pass on his experiences, good and bad, and I believe

          4  there is no greater act of generosity than of giving

          5  of one's self through mentoring and advising others

          6  following in your suit. That was Bob Dryfoos. He had

          7  the ultimate generosity through sharing of himself.

          8                 And like many others, my relationship

          9  with him started, was a family affair, if you will,

         10  when my mother served on the school board he lobbied

         11  her to make sure there was extra tennis courts in

         12  every school yard. He didn't have to lobby her hard

         13  because that was a cause we all supported. But from

         14  there on in, it was tennis court after tennis court,

         15  sports program after sports program, after school

         16  program, after after school program. He had no

         17  greater commitment, and I know he loved his work

         18  with the Junior Tennis League with Skip Hartman and

         19  the gang, he loved his work with sports and art. He

         20  loved his work with Dryfoos Group and he loved the

         21  impact of the work to do better for the kids of this

         22  City, and as a result of his work there are many

         23  more children out there today who are growing up

         24  stronger and happier and better educated and that

         25  truly is the ultimate legacy that any of us can hope
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          2  to provide through our work.

          3                 Bob, you will be with us, most

          4  importantly, you will be with the young people of

          5  this City through the continued impact of your great

          6  deeds.

          7                 We love you and we miss you.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          9  Member Comrie.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Bob Dryfoos

         11  was an individual that I actually met ala Council

         12  Member Clarke because I met him through my

         13  predecessor, Archie Spigner, when they were

         14  colleagues on the Council.

         15                 I actually remember the story of his

         16  vote for the Speaker Peter Vallone, and I can

         17  remember my predecessor's reaction the next few

         18  months and actually the next few years regarding the

         19  entire events around Bob voting for the Speakership

         20  and how they all felt with it about how he was

         21  ostracized, how he used to reach out to Archie to

         22  deal with the fact that he needed friends during

         23  that period and that he was looking for friends. And

         24  one thing that I understood from attending his

         25  memorial services, the one thing that Bob valued was
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          2  friendship and the ability to have somebody to talk

          3  to, to kibbits with, to share his passion for the

          4  City, to share his desire to good for people, and to

          5  share his desire to help children.

          6                 As all the other speakers have said,

          7  Bob was a person that cared about so many different

          8  things and so many different issues.

          9                 I can tell you that I called him

         10  uncle Bob and he always called me his nephew. You

         11  know, because we had a relationship that preceded my

         12  term here at the Council because I was on the school

         13  board, and he also came to lobby me about tennis

         14  courts and things for children.

         15                 When I went to visit him in the

         16  hospital, because I did feel that close to him, that

         17  I needed to go see him, that he was upset whenever

         18  he couldn't have a phone because he needed to be in

         19  connection to make sure that Laura Jean and the

         20  people of the Dryfoos Group were still driving

         21  things, that whoever he needed to talk to would

         22  still be in contact with him, and it was even up to

         23  the point where you didn't even know he was in the

         24  hospital because he wouldn't tell you because he was

         25  working you on the phone. You know, but there were
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          2  plenty opportunities that I had once I got elected

          3  to really have a deeper relationship with Bob. He

          4  spent many hours in my office just using the phone,

          5  just trying to do everything he could to make sure

          6  that all of the groups that he cared about would

          7  continue to benefit.

          8                 And it was right, when it got to

          9  budget time, all of a sudden, you know, we looked on

         10  the budget seat and we saw all these Bob Dryfoos

         11  projects and members got confused between the

         12  project and the person, and we always had to remind

         13  them that it was about the project, it was about the

         14  issue, it was about service to the community. It was

         15  about bringing tennis into local neighborhoods. It

         16  was about bringing drama projects to schools that

         17  didn't have one. It was about making sure that the

         18  South Street Seaport brought schools to it to see

         19  the history of it. It was about being a consummate

         20  New Yorker.

         21                 I will miss my Uncle Bob. I will miss

         22  my Uncle Bob. Thank you.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         24  Member White.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: Thank you,
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          2  Public Advocate.

          3                 I would just like to rise and say,

          4  not as a Councilperson, but as a friend, I met Bob

          5  that day that he cast that vote, and very little

          6  people know that I got a call and I was asked to

          7  assist Bob to leave his office, because he couldn't

          8  get out of his office. And, so, a few supporters of

          9  mine, we came into New York, and we assisted Bob

         10  with moving his office in a very tranquil manner,

         11  and I guess you heard the rest, where he needed

         12  friends and things of that nature. But that first

         13  encounter with Bob, I would say, I had no idea that

         14  I would ever meet Bob again in terms of being in the

         15  City Council. And when I did meet Bob, he smiled and

         16  he told me about his activities and things of that

         17  nature. And I says, okay, Bob. And ever since that

         18  day, as Bob would step towards me, during the time

         19  of getting revenues, when he smiled I said, okay,

         20  Bob, I'll do it this summer too. But it was a good

         21  thing. It wasn't just doing a favor. It was watching

         22  the kids at 223 play tennis, and the kids at 123

         23  play tennis, and the kids in Bailey Park play

         24  tennis, where I saw the value and the commitment on

         25  his part to see that it was a qualitative program
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          2  and the kids looked forward to seeing it every

          3  summer thereafter, and there were other things as

          4  well.

          5                 So, you know, I don't like to say

          6  good-byes. Since all of us, this is not our

          7  destination, we're passing through, I'd just like to

          8  say to my friend Bob, see ya later.

          9                 Thank you very much.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: This

         11  concludes our In Memoriam to Bob Dryfoos.

         12                 Council Member Katz has an

         13  introduction. Council Member Katz.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: I thank you,

         15  Madam Public Advocate.

         16                 Today we also have a happy occasion.

         17  We have visitors here from PS 174 in my district.

         18  Sarah Brazinski, her father Phillip and their cousin

         19  Sammy are here. They're in the back. And the reason

         20  they're here is because they won this day at an

         21  auction, so it was bid out to spend a day at City

         22  Hall with all of us. They're here to see how

         23  government works. And if you can, please give them a

         24  warm welcome to the City Council Chambers and give

         25  them the access to the floor.
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          2                 Thank you.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: We will just

          4  take a break for a minute to allow the Dryfoos

          5  family to leave. Please take your seats.

          6                 (Recess taken.)

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Adoption of

          8  the Minutes.

          9                 Council Member Barron. Adoption of

         10  the Minutes. I'm sorry.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: I make a

         12  motion to adopt the minutes as presented of January

         13  18th, 2006, February 1st, 2006, and February 15th,

         14  2006, be adopted. Three.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         16  Council member.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Is this the

         18  first time in the history of the City Council that

         19  three were adopted by one person?

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: No.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Okay, just

         22  checking.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Messages and

         24  Papers from the Mayor.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: None.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:

          3  Communication from City, County and Borough Offices.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 81. Proposed

          5  amendment to the five-year capital plan.

          6                 SPEAKER QUINN: Finance.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 82. Third Party

          8  Transfer Program in Manhattan.

          9                 SPEAKER QUINN: Housing and Buildings.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 83. Third Party

         11  Transfer Program, Bronx.

         12                 SPEAKER QUINN: Housing and Buildings.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 84. Third Party

         14  Transfer Program, Bronx and Queens.

         15                 SPEAKER QUINN: Housing and Buildings.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 85. Third Party

         17  Transfer Program, Bronx.

         18                 SPEAKER QUINN: Housing and Buildings.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 86. Third Party

         20  Transfer Program, Queens.

         21                 SPEAKER QUINN: Housing and Buildings.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 87 on page two,

         23  through M 102 on page four. Renewal base station

         24  license.

         25                 SPEAKER QUINN: They're all going to
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          2  transportation.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Petitions

          4  and Communications.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: None.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Land Use

          7  Call-Ups.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 103.

          9                 SPEAKER QUINN: Oh, roll call. Sorry.

         10  Roll call.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Madam Public

          5  Advocate, I vote aye on the Land Use Call-Up, and

          6  with the permission of my colleagues, I would like

          7  to vote aye on all items coupled on the General

          8  Order Calendar.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Thank you.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dickens.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Garodnick.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Yes.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: I vote aye.

          7  And with permission of my colleagues, I request

          8  permission to vote aye on all other items before us

          9  today.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Thank you.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         17                 (No response.)

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lappin.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes. And I

          6  request unanimous consent to vote on all items on

          7  the General Order Calendar.

          8                 I vote yes on all items on the

          9  General Order Calendar. Thank you.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mark Viverito.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK VIVERITO: Yes.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mealy.

         17                 (No response.)

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mendez.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye on

         22  all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: I vote yes,

          9  and request unanimous consent to vote yes on the

         10  previous Land order. Thank you.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: I vote aye on

         15  all Land Use, and with the permission of my

         16  colleagues, I vote on all items before us today aye.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Thank you,

         19  Madam Public Advocate.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vacca.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: With the
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          2  consent of my colleagues I'd like to vote aye on all

          3  items before us today.  Thank you, Madam Chair.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: White.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: Aye. And I

         11  would respectfully request to vote on all the rest

         12  of the calendar agenda, on the General Orders.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         14  Sorry.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: I vote aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye on all

         18  items.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mealy.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY: I ask to have

         21  permission --

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: I can't hear

         23  you.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY: May I have

         25  permission?
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: I'm sorry, I

          3  can't see --

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY: To say aye on

          5  all coupled orders and all Call-Ups --

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY: On Land Use.

          8  And aye on all General Orders.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         10  Thank you.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY: Thank you.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Quinn.

         17                 SPEAKER QUINN: Aye on all.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Today's Land

         19  Use Call-Ups were adopted by a vote of 50 in the

         20  affirmative, zero in the negative, no abstentions.

         21  Fifty in the affirmative, and zero in the negative

         22  on all Land Use Call-Ups.

         23                 Communication from the Speaker.

         24                 SPEAKER QUINN: Today we are voting on

         25  a number of important matters. First we are voting
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          2  to renew our rent protection laws for three years,

          3  and also voting for the second time in the history

          4  of the City Council, on a Home Rule Message urging

          5  the State Legislature to give us full control over

          6  our tenant protection laws and to no longer limit us

          7  to only being able to weaken the protections that

          8  tenants have in the City of New York.

          9                 To speak on the housing steps that

         10  we're taking today, which I'm very proud of, we're

         11  going to call on first Council Member Rosie Mendez,

         12  who was the prime sponsor of the bills that will

         13  extend our rent protections today, and then the

         14  Chair of our Housing and Buildings Committee,

         15  Chairperson Eric Dilan, and I want to also thank the

         16  Chair of our State and Federal Legislation

         17  Committee, Chairperson Baez, for her leadership in

         18  making sure that the Home Rule Message on the

         19  URSTADT bill was passed.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Thank you,

         21  Madam Chair. Today the City Council takes its first

         22  step in protecting the rent stabilized and rent

         23  control tenants by passing Intro. 118 and Reso 79.

         24  But this I say is the first step and we need to do

         25  more. However, we do not have the ability to
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          2  strengthen tenant protection, that is why SLR 1 is

          3  so important and we have to go to the State so that

          4  we, the City Council, can best protect tenants in

          5  this City.

          6                 Thank you very much, Madam Speaker.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Thank you,

          8  Madam Speaker, for the opportunity to comment. First

          9  I'd like to say to the entire Housing and Buildings

         10  Committee, I wanted to thank each and every one of

         11  you individually for voting these measures out to

         12  the floor today, and I want to say just very clearly

         13  that from my perspective in my district, it's very

         14  clear that there still exists a housing emergency

         15  today, and I would have voted for these measures

         16  regardless of what HPD's HVS studies, because it's

         17  just evidently clear that there are continuing and

         18  ongoing pressures of affordable rents, not only in

         19  my district, but throughout the entire City of New

         20  York.

         21                 I know the majority of my colleagues

         22  are going to support this measure today. And, yes,

         23  we do need to take some further steps to get the

         24  destiny of the overall rent control in our hands,

         25  and I look forward to voting out also SLR 1, which
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          2  was done jointly with myself and Council Member

          3  Baez, Chair of the State and Federal Legislation

          4  Committee.

          5                 But simply as a matter of just basic

          6  fairness to all New Yorkers, the Council is sending

          7  a message today that we hear you and that we

          8  understand you, and we're going to protect thousands

          9  of units of housing to maintain them in rent

         10  stabilization and I urge all of my colleagues to

         11  vote yes on Intro. 118 and Reso 79.

         12                 I'd also like to congratulate the

         13  Bill's sponsor, Council Member Rosie Mendez, on

         14  getting these bills through Committee and here to

         15  the floor, and congratulate her in advance for

         16  getting them passed to the body, and also look

         17  forward to the Mayor's signature on Intro. 118.

         18                 Thank you very much, Madam Speaker,

         19  for the time.

         20                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you.

         21                 And also today we will be voting on

         22  the Council's operating budget for Fiscal Year '07,

         23  and before I call on the Chair of our Finance

         24  Committee to comment on this, I want to thank the

         25  members of our Administrative staff who worked very,

                                                            58

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  very hard over the past few weeks and months to pull

          3  this document together. In particular, I want to

          4  thank Joyce Singerman, Ed O'Malley and Wayne Coadler

          5  for their work on the Council's operating budget.

          6                 Chairperson Weprin.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Thank you,

          8  Madam Speaker.

          9                 Today we have before us proposed

         10  Council operating budget for Fiscal '07.

         11                 Pursuant to the Charter, we must

         12  propose our budget in March for inclusion in the

         13  Mayor's Executive Budget starting July 1st.

         14                 I am happy to say that this year we

         15  are proposing a more open and transparent budget.

         16  Over the last several years, an operating budget was

         17  adopted each year at the same level of funding.

         18                 Then at some subsequent time during

         19  the year, funds were added to the budget. But at

         20  adoption time each year, the proposed budget

         21  reflected the base amount without the increase.

         22                 This year we are proposing a Council

         23  operating budget that reflects the outer limits of

         24  what we expect to spend this year.

         25                 There will be no mid-year increases.
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          2  In this way the budget is far more transparent, and

          3  it gives the public a clearer and more

          4  understandable picture of our expenses.

          5                 Since we are working toward reforming

          6  the City's budget, what better place to begin than

          7  by setting our own house straight.

          8                 The budget before you contains 2.5

          9  percent modest increase over what was actually spent

         10  last year. This increase pays for the following

         11  additional needs:

         12                 1. Increased rental payments

         13  associated with rent cost in our offices at both 250

         14  Broadway and District Offices.

         15                 2. The proposed Council Stat

         16  Initiative. This initiative will allow us to track

         17  constituent complaints and issues as they're

         18  reported to us.

         19                 This will make us a much more

         20  responsive body to our constituents.

         21                 And third, and finally, the overhaul

         22  of our obsolete and overtaxed computer system.

         23                 The fact that it took my staff over

         24  20 minutes to print these remarks, because the

         25  system kept freezing over, is ample reason for the
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          2  overhaul of the system, that serves not only City

          3  Hall but our district offices as well.

          4                 Thank you.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

          6  of General Orders.

          7                 Council Member Vacca.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: Yes, I rise to

          9  speak today about Land Use Item 7529. Both are in my

         10  district and involve downzoning. But I'm speaking to

         11  a larger issue, because I know the Council has

         12  considered many downzonings. I am speaking to my

         13  colleagues and to the City at large to let you know

         14  that downzoning is only part of the answer.

         15                 The real answer is that we have to

         16  have monitoring once the downzoning is completed. I

         17  know I, myself, find myself almost every day on New

         18  York City.gov checking the BIZ system in the

         19  Buildings Department to make sure that the

         20  downzonings we at the Council had been successful in

         21  effectuating are indeed upheld.

         22                 We have to monitor what goes on at

         23  the Buildings Department and we have to have the

         24  expertise and the knowledge and the commitment to do

         25  so.
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          2                 By the same token, as we now complete

          3  our budget oversight hearings, we have to be aware

          4  that downzoning, while it's great, requires us to

          5  make sure that the Buildings Department has the

          6  auditors, the planners, and the inspectors that can

          7  understand the downzoning that can be orientated and

          8  trained on the various downzonings, and that are

          9  knowledgeable enough to implement a zoning

         10  resolution of the City of New York in all the

         11  neighborhoods of our City.

         12                 So, of course, I urge you to vote yes

         13  today on my districts' applications, but I think

         14  that downzoning is part of the answer. I rise to

         15  bring up the need for monitoring, and I think that

         16  we need to further professionalize a Buildings

         17  Department that for years has been neglected in our

         18  City, but that is an important agency for people who

         19  live here who really treasure their block and their

         20  neighborhood here in the City of New York.

         21                 Thank you.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         23  Member Martinez.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Thank you,

         25  Madam Chair.
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          2                 I rise in support of this body

          3  sending a clear message to Albany that here in the

          4  City of New York we have to have full control of our

          5  rent laws.

          6                 It is outrageous. It is outrageous

          7  that we have to be subject to Upstate laws that

          8  dictate the affordability of rents in the City of

          9  New York, especially, my colleagues, at a time when

         10  we look at the current median income for resident of

         11  the City of New York, they're saying that in my

         12  district, the median income is $70,000. That's not

         13  real in my district, and does not reflect the

         14  reality of the crisis in housing affordability in my

         15  district.

         16                 So, by taking this step in approving

         17  this, and I expect everyone in this body to approve

         18  it, we're sending a clear message that when it comes

         19  to rent laws, when it comes to affordability, it

         20  should be this body that has the authority and

         21  should have the jurisdiction to dictate and speak to

         22  the citizens of the City of New York as to what the

         23  rent should be in the City of New York.

         24                 So, I expect my colleagues to be

         25  fully supportive of these legislation.
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          2                 Thank you, Madam Speaker.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          4  Member Brewer.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you very

          6  much. I just want to follow the wise words of

          7  Council Member Martinez, to say that on the West

          8  Side of Manhattan we probably have as much, if not

          9  more, rent stabilized and rent controlled. These are

         10  very important bills to pass today, and certainly

         11  URSTADT would be a dream come true for those of us

         12  who feel strongly about home rule.

         13                 The problem is that as we pass these

         14  bills, the law of the market meaning those that end

         15  up being $2,000 a month when there is a vacancy,

         16  and/or when there is a household occupying the

         17  $175,000 household income over two years and $2,000

         18  a month rent, ends up getting decontrolled.

         19                 So, we have a lot of work to do ahead

         20  of us. These bills are important, but,

         21  unfortunately, it's only half the story and there is

         22  absolute need for local control.

         23                 Thank you very much.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         25  Member Lappin.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: Thank you,

          3  Madam Public Advocate.

          4                 I'm very proud to be in a few moments

          5  casting my vote in favor of extending the rent laws

          6  and asking for home Rule.

          7                 We have an affordable housing crisis

          8  in this City and I believe that this body has to do

          9  all that we can, not only to build new affordable

         10  housing, but protect the units that already exist.

         11  Building new units doesn't stop the hemorrhaging.

         12                 Seniors come into my office scared to

         13  death about losing their apartment and be forced out

         14  of this City.

         15                 So, I wanted to rise and to urge my

         16  colleagues to vote aye.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         18  Member James.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Thank you.

         20                 I just want to congratulate Council

         21  Member Mendez and the Speaker and all of the members

         22  of this Council who are about to vote in support of

         23  this resolution.

         24                 URSTADT is an outdated mode of

         25  operation for New York City. We need control over
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          2  the destiny of rent control. Basically the

          3  Resolution speaks to the fact that the URSTADT law

          4  will facilitate the gradual shortage of New York

          5  City's rent control or diminution of New York City's

          6  rent control and rent stabilization laws and will

          7  contribute to the dwindling supply of residential

          8  units considered to be affordable.

          9                 New York City's rent control and rent

         10  stabilization laws are something that we really need

         11  to have control of.

         12                 There was a recent support issue by

         13  ACORN which evidenced in Downtown Brooklyn

         14  resegregation of Brooklyn, and it's directly related

         15  to market forces and our inability to pursue

         16  affordable housing in Downtown Brooklyn,

         17  particularly as it relates to our failure to include

         18  affordable housing in J-51 tax credits, 421 tax

         19  credits, which are all controlled by Albany.

         20                 It's really important that as we go

         21  forward, as we promote more affordable housing, that

         22  we join hand-in-hand with this administration, with

         23  the Mayor, again, asking that the URSTADT Law, which

         24  is an outmoded, outdated anachronistic mode of

         25  operation that we again get control of the fate of
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          2  affordable housing so we can preserve more

          3  affordable housing in the City of New York and

          4  preserve the diversity that we all celebrate.

          5                 Thank you.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing

          7  nobody else -- oh, Council Member Arroyo.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Thank you,

          9  Madam Chair. I just want to draw my colleagues'

         10  attention to Intro. 221 introduced by Council Member

         11  Gerson, Arroyo, Koppell, regarding the amendment of

         12  the Administrative Code to -- oh, I'm sorry, I'll

         13  ask again later. I'm sorry.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing

         15  nobody else, let's move on.

         16                 Report of Special Committees.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: None.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Report of

         19  Standing Committees.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         21  Committee on Finance.

         22                 Preconsidered M 104 and Reso 205.

         23  Operating Budget of the Council Fiscal Year 2007.

         24                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         25  Orders.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered M 105

          3  and Reso 206. Lump sum OTPS Unit of Appropriation.

          4                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          5  Orders.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered LU 89

          7  and Reso 207. Section 202. Supportive Housing,

          8  Brooklyn.

          9                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         10  Orders.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         12  Committee on Housing and Buildings.

         13                 Intro. 118. Extending the Rent

         14  Stabilization Laws.

         15                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         16  Orders.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reso 79. Public

         18  emergency requiring rent control.

         19                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         20  Orders.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         22  Committee on Land Use.

         23                 LU 18 and Reso 208. UDAAP, Bronx.

         24                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         25  Orders.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 25 and Reso 209.

          3  UDAAP, Brooklyn.

          4                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          5  Orders.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 29 and Reso 210.

          7  ULURP, Bronx.

          8                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          9  Orders.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 30 and Reso 211.

         11  ULURP, Queens.

         12                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         13  Orders.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 38 and Reso 212.

         15  UDAAP, Bronx.

         16                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         17  Orders.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 47 and Reso 213.

         19  UDAAP, Brooklyn.

         20                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         21  Orders.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 51 and Reso 214.

         23  UDAAP, Manhattan.

         24                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         25  Orders.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 54 and Reso 250.

          3  UDAAP, Brooklyn.

          4                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          5  Orders.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 56 and Reso 216.

          7  UDAAP, Brooklyn.

          8                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          9  Orders.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 57 and Reso 217.

         11  UDAAP, Manhattan.

         12                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         13  Orders.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 72 and Reso 218.

         15  Landmarks designation, Staten Island.

         16                 SPEAKER QUINN: For Staten Island,

         17  coupled on General Orders.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 73 and Reso 219.

         19  UDAAP, Queens.

         20                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         21  Orders.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 75 and Reso 220.

         23  ULURP, Bronx.

         24                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         25  Orders.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 76 and Reso 221.

          3  ULURP, Manhattan.

          4                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          5  Orders.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 77 and Reso 222.

          7  Zoning resolution amendment, Manhattan.

          8                 SPEAKER QUINN: Well, since that's in

          9  my district, coupled on General Orders.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         11  Committee on State and Federal Legislation.

         12                 SLR 1.

         13                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         14  Orders.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: General

         16  Order Calendar.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Resolution appointing

         18  various persons Commissioner of Deeds.

         19                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         20  Order.

         21                 At this point I ask for a roll call

         22  on all matters coupled on the General Order

         23  Calendar.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         13                 (No response.)

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dickens.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye on all

          4  coupled general orders, with the exception of Intro.

          5  118, Reso 79 and SLR 1, in which I'm voting no.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Garodnick.

          7                 SPEAKER QUINN: I just want to say

          8  that booing of Council members when they vote will

          9  not be tolerated.

         10                 People have a right to vote how they

         11  want and people should not boo Council members when

         12  they are voting their conscience on a matter in

         13  public. Thank you.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Garodnick.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Yes.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: I vote yes.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Madam Chair,
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          2  may I be excused to explain my vote?

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you.

          5                 Madam Chair, I rise this afternoon in

          6  order to let you and my colleagues know that

          7  especially to extend the rent laws in New York, it

          8  is extremely important in my district. And if, in

          9  fact, if I voted no today, I would probably be

         10  removed from office. That's how important it is in

         11  my district. Housing is a number one issue, and not

         12  only housing, but especially affordable housing. And

         13  with the way it is going now, the market is going so

         14  high that the average constituent that I represent

         15  will not be able to afford to live in New York City.

         16                 The average constituent based on the

         17  2000 Census, they earn $34,000 a year. And now you

         18  know with $34,000 a year, as the average of a

         19  family, you cannot afford to pay a whole lot of

         20  rent.

         21                 So, without a doubt, I

         22  whole-heartedly vote aye, especially on the matters

         23  concerning to an extent the rent laws, but on all

         24  other matters.

         25                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: May I be

          4  excused to explain my vote?

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Madam Public

          7  Advocate, I vote aye in support of the legislation,

          8  but let me go on to say that the URSTADT Laws, as I

          9  was speaking to my colleague Council Member Koppell,

         10  I truly believe in my heart of hearts that the

         11  URSTADT Law is unconstitutional. I believe it's in

         12  violation of the Voting Rights Act, in violation of

         13  one person, one vote. I believe it's in violation of

         14  a taxation without representation. I totally believe

         15  that we should all, this body and other like-minded

         16  individuals should join together and file a lawsuit

         17  to challenge the URSTADT Law. And I believe that we

         18  should, again, form, come together to begin to think

         19  about novel legal challenges to the URSTADT Law. I

         20  believe the time is now. Taxation without

         21  representation is unconstitutional. It's in

         22  violation of democracy and in violation of

         23  everything we stand for.

         24                 I proudly vote aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Madam Public

          5  Advocate, to explain my vote?

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: I vote aye on

          8  all today, Madam Public Advocate. And as someone who

          9  was involved time and time again in the rent

         10  regulation fight up in Albany, I think it's just

         11  something that makes sense to bring it home down to

         12  us.

         13                 The controversy up in Albany, the

         14  differences between the priorities between Upstate

         15  New York, Long Island and the City of New York, are

         16  just too far and too distanced, I believe, in order

         17  to have valid negotiations on rent regulations law

         18  as it applies to the City of New York.

         19                 It makes sense to bring it down here.

         20  It just is a way for representatives who were

         21  elected in the City of New York to control the

         22  destiny of our constituents here in the City. It is

         23  something that should be done. I congratulate the

         24  Speaker and this body for once again bringing it to

         25  the attention of the rest of the State.
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          2                 I vote aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: No on Intro.

          7  118, Reso 79, and SLR 1; aye on the rest.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lappin.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mark Viverito.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK VIVERITO: Yes to

         12  all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Madam Public

         15  Advocate, can I be excused to explain my vote?

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: I would say

         18  to Council Member James, add me as number two on

         19  that list in that lawsuit. Because I 100 percent

         20  agree with you that it should be this body, it

         21  should be this City to determine the rent laws in

         22  the City of New York. And I would say that the next

         23  challenge for this body is for us to challenge the

         24  federal government in determining the median income

         25  for this City.
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          2                 We can't be compared to other

          3  counties that have higher incomes and say that that

          4  is the standard for the City of New York, especially

          5  in communities which I represent where the median

          6  income is way below $20,000, and people are paying

          7  more than half of their income on rents.

          8                 So, that's the next challenge for

          9  this body. Let's get control. Let's get control of

         10  the rent laws, and let's get control of how we

         11  determine these rent laws and the median income for

         12  the City of New York because it's not realistic. It

         13  is a fantasy world to say that in the City of New

         14  York the median income for a family in my district

         15  is $70,000, that is fantasy world. That is not the

         16  real world. People are struggling and they're not

         17  making $70,000 a year.

         18                 So, I proudly vote aye on all, Madam

         19  Public Advocate.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Madam Public

         22  Advocate, being that the Speaker, in her wisdom, was

         23  able to highlight a Staten Island item, I therefore

         24  vote aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mendez.

                                                            78

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: I proudly vote

          3  aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye on

          6  all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: I vote aye on

         15  all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS:

         18  Whole-heartedly aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vacca.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

          6                 (No response.)

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Quinn.

         12                 SPEAKER QUINN: With particular

         13  congratulations to Council Member Mendez and

         14  Chairperson Dilan and Chairperson Baez, I vote aye

         15  on all.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All items on

         17  today's General Order Calendar were adopted by a

         18  vote of 50 in the affirmative, zero negative, zero

         19  abstentions, with the exception of Intro. 118, which

         20  was adopted by a vote of 48 in the affirmative, two

         21  in the negative, zero abstentions, and Reso 79,

         22  which is adopted by a vote of 48 in the affirmative,

         23  two in the negative, and zero abstentions. And SLR

         24  1, which is adopted by a vote of 48 in the

         25  affirmative, two in the negative and zero
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          2  abstentions.

          3                 Introduction and Reading of Bills.

          4                 SPEAKER QUINN: All bills are referred

          5  to the Committees as indicated on the Agenda.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: There's no

          7  discussion of resolutions. We don't have any.

          8                 Okay, General Discussion.

          9                 Avella. Council Member Avella, excuse

         10  me.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: That's all

         12  right, Madam Chair.

         13                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate. I

         14  just want to bring to the attention of my colleagues

         15  three bills that I'm introducing today. Introduction

         16  196, which would basically set up a do not circulate

         17  registry within the Department of Consumer Affairs,

         18  similar to what the State has in the Do Not Call

         19  Registry.

         20                 This would allow homeowners who do

         21  not want the circulators distributed on their

         22  property to register and thereby any company that

         23  would do it at that point would be fined.

         24                 Intro. 197 would prevent the sale of

         25  chemicals that are used in preventing license plates
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          2  from being photographed by red light cameras. This

          3  is really an abuse of the system, and there are

          4  several companies that are producing products just

          5  for the sole purpose of being able to avoid the red

          6  light cameras. This bill would make it a crime to

          7  sell those chemicals in the City of New York.

          8                 And, finally, Reso 170. As we all

          9  know, illegal truck traffic in residential

         10  communities has been a huge problem, and although

         11  the State Legislature has increased penalties for

         12  this type of violation, the problem continues.

         13                 This resolution urges the New York

         14  State Legislature to give the City power to seize

         15  the truck for any company or any driver that has

         16  consistently violated those regulations.

         17                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         19                 Council Member Martinez.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Thank you,

         21  Madam Chair.

         22                 Madam Chair, I rise to ask the

         23  support of my colleagues in Resolution 193 which

         24  call on all of us to oppose HRA 4437, the Border

         25  Protection Anti-Terrorism and Illegal Immigration
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          2  Control Act.

          3                 In no way is this federal bill an

          4  anti-terrorist bill. In no way is this bill intended

          5  to protect this country. On the contrary. This is a

          6  bill that I consider anti-American, based on the

          7  foundation of this country of opportunities for all.

          8  This is a total anti-immigrant bill that looks not

          9  only to punish those that have a heart for those in

         10  need, but it is a bill to discriminate against those

         11  who are looking for a better life and opportunities

         12  in this country.

         13                 So, I ask the support of my

         14  colleagues that during this week, when the Senate

         15  will be discussing real immigration act and real

         16  immigration reform, this body stands for a bill that

         17  provides opportunity, that provides the ideals and

         18  the standards of this country in providing an open

         19  door for all, not just for a few.

         20                 So, at a time when this country faces

         21  are changing, in terms of the immigration wave, we

         22  can't stand up and say put up a 700 mile border

         23  wall, we need to break that wall, just like we did

         24  in Europe. We don't need to bring up walls in the

         25  United States, and we need to make sure that we all
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          2  have access to the opportunities of this country.

          3                 So, when we talk about real

          4  immigration reform, let's talk about immigration

          5  reform that provides opportunities.

          6                 When we talk about anti-terrorism

          7  bill, let's talk about real anti-terrorism bill.

          8  Remember, the people who attacked this great country

          9  were not illegal. They all were legal and they had

         10  the right to be here.

         11                 Undocumented individuals did not

         12  attack the United States of America, and did not

         13  attack the City of New York. They were all

         14  documented.

         15                 So, let's have real immigration

         16  reform. That's what this country is all about,

         17  opportunities and not discrimination.

         18                 So, I ask my colleagues to support

         19  Reso 193 and stand up in Congress and make sure that

         20  we have that opportunity open for all.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         22  Member Jackson.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you,

         24  Madam Public Advocate.

         25                 I rise today, my colleagues, to talk
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          2  to you about education.

          3                 As you know, the Assembly and the

          4  Senate are considering funding for capital monies

          5  and for the Campaign for Fiscal Equity overall. The

          6  Senate Plan calls for $6.5 billion with $1.8 billion

          7  in capital money coming for New York City and some

          8  operating money.

          9                 The Senate proposal talks about, you

         10  know, funding the debt service, $140 million, in

         11  order for New York City to borrow $2.5 billion. The

         12  Assembly bill calls for the State to borrow the

         13  money. So, I ask all of you to support the Assembly

         14  bill, and to communicate with the legislators,

         15  especially the Republican Senators, to support the

         16  Assembly bill, where they will borrow, the State

         17  will borrow $2.5 billion so that we can build

         18  schools in New York City and operate them so that

         19  our children will receive an adequate education.

         20                 But also, we've had Town Hall

         21  meetings and we've had one scheduled today in

         22  Manhattan at Martin Luther King High School from six

         23  to eight on March 27th at Brooklyn Borough Hall,

         24  from six to eight, and on Staten Island on April

         25  3rd, a Monday, at IS 51 from seven to nine. I ask
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          2  all of you to let the people in your district know

          3  about these meetings coming up.

          4                 But also, I ask you to support

          5  Resolution No. 188, which calls for the State

          6  Legislature to oppose lifting the cap on Charter

          7  schools in New York State and place a moratorium on

          8  the creation of additional Charter schools until the

          9  existing New York City public schools are adequately

         10  funded. And that's the bottom line here, because we

         11  have 1.1 million school children, and Charter

         12  schools in New York City only deal with about 12 to

         13  15,000. 99.5 percent of our children need to have an

         14  adequate education.

         15                 Thank you.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         17  Member Barron.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you very

         19  much, Madam Chair.

         20                 I rise to ask my colleagues to

         21  support Resolutions 174 and 175. 174 is the support

         22  of Attorney Alton Matticks. Alton Matticks has been

         23  an attorney in our community for a long time. He was

         24  the attorney who was protecting Tawana Brawley. They

         25  charged him with obstruction, and he has been out
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          2  and suspended, his license suspended for 15 years. I

          3  know murderers who did less time.

          4                 He argues, disputes it. They wanted

          5  him to give information on Tawana Brawley, he was

          6  not on trial, everybody else was. He was in

          7  violation of her. He refused to give that

          8  information up citing client/attorney

          9  confidentiality, and has been suspended for 15

         10  years.

         11                 It is the most embarrassing,

         12  insulting act in this State. Attorney Alton Matticks

         13  should be reinstated immediately, and this Council

         14  should support that.

         15                 I also bring to your attention that

         16  the Katrina victims who were here and all over the

         17  nation, they may be out of the news, but they have a

         18  right to return.

         19                 The Resolution 175 calls for their

         20  right to return to New Orleans and participate in

         21  the rebuilding of New Orleans as a historical black

         22  community, not Disney World, not changing the

         23  complexion of the community, now that you've got

         24  most of the 500 residents out.

         25                 We are supporting, like Councils are
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          2  supporting across this nation, their right to

          3  return, their right to participate in rebuilding,

          4  and their right to vote. They're participating in

          5  elections now and people are scattered all over the

          6  country. Support the right to return, the right to

          7  revote, the right to rebuild New Orleans for the

          8  historical black community.

          9                 Thank you very much.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         11  Member Weprin.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Thank you,

         13  Madam Public Advocate.

         14                 I'm happy to announce that today I am

         15  reintroducing an historic piece of legislation for

         16  the City of New York. Intro. 241, the Survivors

         17  Health Care Coverage Act. And I want to welcome DC

         18  37 retirees in the balcony.

         19                 This bill will extend health

         20  insurance coverage to the surviving spouse or

         21  surviving domestic partner of a City retiree.

         22                 Currently these individuals are left

         23  without health coverage once their retired spouse or

         24  domestic partner, a former City employee, has passed

         25  away.
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          2                 In New York City one in four

          3  residents do not have health insurance. In the end

          4  we may all pay more to care for the uninsured by way

          5  of increased fees and taxes.

          6                 The City Council has an obligation to

          7  find creative ways to reduce the number of uninsured

          8  and to preserve health care coverage for those who

          9  already have it.

         10                 These individuals, almost 200,000 in

         11  number, already have health care coverage. They just

         12  need to be able to keep it. This bill will let them

         13  do just that. I urge my colleagues to sign on and

         14  support Intro. 241, the Survivors Health Care

         15  Coverage Act.

         16                 Thank you.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         18                 Council Member Arroyo.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Thank you,

         20  Madam Chair.

         21                 One of the things I'd like to ask for

         22  is maybe a lesson on how this voting stuff happens

         23  here. I'm still a little confused. But anyway, I'd

         24  like to draw my colleague's attention to Intro. 221,

         25  introduced by Council Members Gerson, Koppell,
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          2  myself in the Housing and Buildings Committee, seeks

          3  to amend local law requiring landlords to provide

          4  protective devices for seniors and disabled persons.

          5                 I am a firm believer that like window

          6  guards, protective devices for seniors and disabled

          7  individuals should be law to prevent injury and

          8  ultimately it will save our government millions of

          9  dollars in health care costs due to the prevention

         10  of the injuries. And many of our seniors and

         11  disabled persons suffer as it relates to not having

         12  adequate devices in their bathrooms.

         13                 So, I urge my colleagues to please

         14  sign onto Intro. 221 and join us to making sure that

         15  our City can have safer housing for those who most

         16  need it.

         17                 Thank you.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         19  Member Vann.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Thank you, Madam

         21  Public Advocate. I'm in full support of Resolution

         22  174 and 175 by Council Member Barron.

         23                 In addition to that, I'd like to

         24  bring to the attention of my colleagues Intro. 240.

         25  240 is a bill that Council Member Weprin and I
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          2  championed for some time. We think that all toy guns

          3  should be prohibited, the sale of such should be

          4  prohibited in the City of New York.

          5                 Several years ago the United States

          6  Bureau of Justice did a five-year study. They found

          7  that toy guns were involved in 2,796 robberies,

          8  3,104 assaults, 31,650 imitation guns were

          9  confiscated during crime-related incidents.

         10                 In addition to that, my personal

         11  experience in my district, within a four-year period

         12  two young men were shot and killed by police because

         13  they brandished these toy guns or replicas, if you

         14  will.

         15                 So, I think all toy guns should be

         16  prohibitive from sale, however, there is a federal

         17  legislation in 1988, a federal toy gun, that does

         18  permit the sale of guns that meet some kind of

         19  aesthetic restriction, that is they're colorful,

         20  pink, red, blue, transparent, strange shapes.

         21                 In New York City it doesn't matter,

         22  they violate that by selling guns that are replicas,

         23  that look like actual firearms. Since we cannot

         24  preempt federal legislation, all we can do is to

         25  increase the penalties, and this is essentially what
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          2  this bill does.

          3                 It's only applicable to those who are

          4  18 years or older. It does increase the penalties,

          5  because hopefully it will stem the tide of these

          6  sales and decrease the number of fatalities in

          7  crimes that are permitted because these toy guns are

          8  available.

          9                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         11  Member Comrie.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: My colleagues,

         13  I want to draw your attention to Intro. 201, which

         14  is to increase the ability of the Department of

         15  Consumer Affairs to have adjudicatory hearings for

         16  all of the violations and laws that are enforced by

         17  their agency. It only makes sense that the agency

         18  that is actually doing the enforcement and sending

         19  out the inspectors should have the ability to do the

         20  adjudication, and this law would simply put all of

         21  the things that are now adjudicated by other

         22  agencies unnecessarily under the banner of the

         23  Department of Consumer Affairs.

         24                 So, I would ask you to sign onto

         25  that. And I just want to congratulate Jonathan
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          2  Mintz, who has been Acting Commissioner of Consumer

          3  Affairs, who was just appointed to the Commissioner

          4  for the Department of Consumer Affairs.

          5                 Thank you.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          7  Member Gentile.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Thank you,

          9  Madam Public Advocate.

         10                 Police Officer Dylan Stewart was shot

         11  and killed in December, although he was wearing his

         12  bulletproof vest. Police Officer Anthony Mosamello

         13  (phonetic) in 1999 was shot and killed despite the

         14  fact that he was wearing his bulletproof vest.

         15                 In each case, the vest did not cover

         16  areas where the wounds were inflicted.

         17                 Since that time there have been new

         18  technologies, new vests that would cover areas that

         19  were previously uncovered on the torsos of police

         20  officers.

         21                 I direct your attention to Intro.

         22  210, because that Intro would require the City to

         23  refit police officers with the improved, upgraded

         24  vest so that tragedies like Police Officer Mosamello

         25  and Police Officer Dylan Stewart will not continue
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          2  to happen in this City.

          3                 So, I ask my colleagues to join me in

          4  supporting Intro. 210, that would require the

          5  refitting of police vests for New York City police

          6  officers.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          8  Member Brewer.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you. I

         10  want to recognize Hunter College's Public Service

         11  Scholars. I think they're still up in the balcony

         12  there. These are young people who are college

         13  students and they're working in non-profit and

         14  government for the year. So, they're very special.

         15                 And I also want to thank all my

         16  colleagues who met with the 16- and 17-year-olds who

         17  were lobbiests today in support of voting in

         18  municipal elections as 16- and 17-year-olds, and it

         19  was a wonderful day for the young people, and I

         20  appreciate your meeting with them.

         21                 And I just want to talk about Intro.

         22  199. I know that there is a concerted effort in the

         23  City to try and think of ways to reduce traffic, and

         24  there is no one way to do it. So, the idea is to try

         25  to work as a City to come up with some target
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          2  indicators together so that we can figure out ways

          3  of accomplishing that goal.

          4                 Thank you very much.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          6  Member Monserrate.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Thank you,

          8  Madam Public Advocate.

          9                 I just wanted to draw the attention

         10  to my colleagues to Resolution 194, despite having

         11  me only as the introducer, there are several members

         12  of the Council who are co-sponsoring this resolution

         13  regarding the state of labor relations in the Island

         14  of Puerto Rico and the Governor's lack of response

         15  to labor organizations both there and here, on

         16  behalf of the working class people in the Island of

         17  Puerto Rico, and their support is here in New York

         18  City Greater Metropolitan area, we encourage all our

         19  members here in the City Council to support the

         20  struggle of working class people in Puerto Rico.

         21  Thank you very much.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         23  Member Stewart.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Thank you,

         25  Madam Public Advocate.
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          2                 I would like to ask my colleagues to

          3  sign on to Reso 193. And this is basically

          4  denouncing the bill in Congress, HR 437. And this

          5  bill basically, brothers and sisters, is

          6  criminalization of people who may have overstayed

          7  their time in this country, and also punishing the

          8  citizens who may or may not have these folks who

          9  overstay their time by giving them employment, or

         10  even helping them because they did not check whether

         11  they were documented or not.

         12                 I also want to ask you to sign on to

         13  Intro. 236. This is a problem that we have in some

         14  of our districts where we have mixed use buildings.

         15  And what happens here is that the mixed use

         16  buildings, some of these folks may have, at the

         17  lower level maybe an eyeglass store or some store

         18  that may not warrant some sort of a cart and

         19  equipment. And, so, the Sanitation Department does

         20  not pick up their sanitation, their waste.

         21                 So, I'm asking that we, the

         22  Sanitation Department collect a fee from these

         23  homeowners so that at least the garbage does not go

         24  uncollected. Because when the Sanitation comes

         25  around, we believe that sanitation waste is going to
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          2  be picked up because they may have commercial waste.

          3  And we're asking that some sort of a fee be

          4  collected from them and the Sanitation Department

          5  pick up their waste.

          6                 Also, I want to remind you that this

          7  Friday we are going to have the street co-naming,

          8  Nostrand and Schneider Avenue, remember those two

          9  detectives who were wasted, their lives were wasted

         10  by someone last year, we want to do the co-naming of

         11  that street Detective Park and Rafferty. We're

         12  asking you to come out and support, show your

         13  support for these two worthy gentlemen who have

         14  given their lives for our City.

         15                 Thank you.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing

         17  nobody else, I would like to adjourn the -- oh, I'm

         18  sorry. Where is she?

         19                 Council Member Clarke.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you,

         21  Madam Public Advocate.

         22                 I did want to share with my

         23  colleagues that I have a number of resolutions,

         24  Resolution 178, 179 and 180. With respect to the

         25  growing HIV/AIDS crisis in communities of color, I'm
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          2  asking you all to sign on. You may be aware that

          3  Central Brooklyn is the epicenter of the spread of

          4  HIV/AIDS in the City of New York. The war being

          5  waged is barely being resourced and financed, unlike

          6  our war in Iraq, and our President and the

          7  Republican Congress prefer to cut Ryan White funding

          8  and increase Medicaid costs, which directly impact

          9  on communities of color.

         10                 Today I also introduced resolution

         11  that asked the Mayor to declare it a state of

         12  emergency in Central Brooklyn in the City of New

         13  York so that we can target these communities for

         14  education and outreach, financial support and

         15  resource.

         16                 Quite literally, my colleagues, our

         17  house is on fire in this City, in this State and in

         18  this nation, and we have chosen to close our fire

         19  houses. We need our voice and our support as a

         20  Council. We must act now.

         21                 And then finally, just to add my

         22  voice to that of my colleagues, with respect to

         23  Resolution 193, I hope those of like minds and

         24  goodwill will speak out against this act, which is

         25  being pushed through the Congress right now.
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          2                 You know, this nation is a nation of

          3  immigrants, and I just find it so ironic that after

          4  waves and waves of immigrants have come to this

          5  nation, we have now pitted ourselves ones against

          6  the others.

          7                 We are all concerned about Homeland

          8  Security, but we should always be concerned about,

          9  irrespective and irregardless of where people come

         10  from, and while we recognize that there are laws

         11  about how people become American citizens, we should

         12  be looking at every conduit possible to enable

         13  people to become Americans, not to discourage them

         14  from becoming Americans.

         15                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing

         17  nobody else, we'll adjourn today's meeting In

         18  Memoriam of Robert Dryfoos.

         19                 All stand, please.

         20                 SPEAKER QUINN: If we all could stand

         21  as we end our meeting In Memoriam to our former

         22  colleague, Council Member Robert"Bob" Dryfoos.

         23                 (In Memoriam -  Robert Dryfoos).

         24                 (Hearing concluded at 3:45 p.m.)
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