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          2                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Peter Vallone, Jr.,

          3  Robert Jackson and Bill DeBlasio are all chairing

          4  meetings over at City Hall, and we sort of were

          5  bartering for people back and forth, and they each

          6  agreed to have the folks on their Committee leave

          7  for ten, 15 minutes, and then come back, so I want

          8  to thank them for their cooperation on that. And

          9  thank all of you for being here so timely. I think

         10  this is one of the timeliest, I don't have a watch,

         11  but timeliest meetings we've had. So, I thank you

         12  for that.

         13                 And Councilman Barron, for the

         14  record, is here before me, yes.

         15                 It's not often that we agree on

         16  things, Charles. That's a good thing.

         17                 All right, we have a pretty busy

         18  agenda today, and then I'm going to make a few

         19  comments on some of the agenda items, and then will

         20  open it up for discussion.

         21                 I would like to thank the

         22  Subcommittees who really did a lot of work on

         23  today's agenda, especially for today the

         24  Subcommittee on Zoning and the Subcommittee on

         25  Landmarks, because of the Fieldston Project where we
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          2  took road trips and site visits and a lot of

          3  discussions on that topic, so we want to thank

          4  everyone for their involvement with that.

          5                 LU No. 64 and 65 are related. They

          6  are ULURP and UDAAP items and zoning map changes. It

          7  is in Councilman James's district. C060176 ZMK, and

          8  C060177 HAK. It is eight vacant properties.

          9  Ten-story buildings with 80 condo or co-op units and

         10  a ground floor of retail.

         11                 Council Member Sanders's district. Is

         12  that only one application? Yes. One application but

         13  it's very detailed. It's a rezoning, consistent with

         14  recent actions in a series of future development.

         15  It's consistent with the present low-density built

         16  and will limit the subdivision of large lots. It is

         17  to keep that neighborhood in the quality that it is

         18  now. We're going to down zone quite a portion of it.

         19                 It's something that the community has

         20  been working on for many years. We thank them for

         21  their involvement with that, and for bringing us to

         22  the point where we are today.

         23                 LU No. 91 is the Fieldston Historical

         24  District. It's Oliver Koppell's District, 20065176

         25  HKX. That is to make that area an historical
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          2  district.

          3                 LU Nos 92 and 93 are related. It is

          4  called Madison Park West. It is in the Speaker

          5  Quinn's district. 3060210 ZMM and C060211 ZSM. It is

          6  a zoning map change and a special permit for a

          7  parking garage. It is to facilitate residential

          8  conversions or commercial buildings.

          9                 LU No. 103, 104 are related. They are

         10  both in Councilman Vann's district. Is he here?

         11  ULURP and a UDAAP and a special permit to facilitate

         12  the development of housing for the formerly

         13  homeless.

         14                 Special permit will allow the fifth

         15  story and more open space.

         16                 LU No. 108 is Kings County Hospital,

         17  20065346 HHK. HHC lease for the development and

         18  operation of a parking facility in Kings County.

         19                 LU Nos 40 and 99 are UDAAPs in

         20  Councilman Barron and Councilman Vann's district.

         21                 That is the agenda today. I just have

         22  two quick comments, if I can, before I open it up

         23  for discussion.

         24                 There are two relatively

         25  controversial issues on the agenda today, one was I
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          2  think Fieldston. The other one is the so-called Toy

          3  Story Building. Is that the right name, Toy Story

          4  Building? Toy Story Building.

          5                 If I could have the Committee's

          6  attention? There were some issues that came up.

          7  There were some issues that came up at the

          8  Subcommittee meeting regarding the Toy Story

          9  Building that I just want to point out. This is a

         10  building that is going to be turned into

         11  residential. It has the Speaker's support. Just so

         12  everyone knows, this is her district and it does

         13  have the Speaker's support.

         14                 There was testimony in opposition

         15  which I really believe as Chair of this Committee

         16  that the testimony truly was about the application

         17  in front of us. The testimony was regarding the

         18  history between the tenants and the landlord and

         19  different issues that arose from the history there.

         20                 This is solely an application to turn

         21  for residential. The tenants that were in there,

         22  there were 400 tenants, there's about 50 left in

         23  there, and it is going to be an application to make

         24  sure that the area is developed and turned to

         25  residential. And as I said, the Council member whose

                                                            7

          1  COMMITTEE ON LAND USE

          2  district it is in, who happens to be Speaker Quinn,

          3  is in full support of this application.

          4                 The second one is Fieldston. Many of

          5  you may have read or heard that I had some issues

          6  with the Fieldston application. The issues I had

          7  truly were surrounding the fact that I thought that

          8  there was a restrictive deed covenant in that

          9  property.

         10                 There is no restrictive deed covenant

         11  that is in those deeds anymore. That deed covenant

         12  went out about 50 years ago, right, Oliver? About 50

         13  years ago? So, I am now in full support of this

         14  application.

         15                 I will just point out that in

         16  general, my own view of private communities is

         17  really that if they're a private community, they are

         18  using a lot of public funds that truly I would

         19  prefer it if they were able to police their own

         20  area, because they have a contract amongst each

         21  other. But we went to Fieldston several times. I met

         22  with both sides, which I always try to do whenever

         23  there is an application, and we'll continue to do

         24  so, and I did it at great length, and so I am now in

         25  support of the application. It is a beautiful area,
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          2  and everyone who is involved in this process should

          3  be proud of the work that they did to get us to this

          4  moment.

          5                 Open up for discussion?

          6                 Oh, yes, the Chair of the

          7  Subcommittee on Landmarks, Jessica Lappin, has spent

          8  enormous time on the Fieldston, and we got to take a

          9  walk together.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: We did.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Council Member

         12  Lappin.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: Thank you,

         14  Madam Chair.

         15                 As you mentioned, we heard testimony,

         16  many hours of testimony, on this application, people

         17  on both sides of the issue came and registered their

         18  views, and the Chair and I took a tour with the

         19  Landmarks Chairman, some of his staff, Council's

         20  Land Use staff, the Council's Land Use staff,

         21  Council Member Mendez, and I think that Council

         22  Member Koppell did separate walking tours with the

         23  Bronx Delegation, was gracious enough to invite many

         24  of us into his home, and after hearing the testimony

         25  and meeting with people on both sides, I came to the
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          2  same conclusion that our Chair did, this is a

          3  district with a distinct sense of place, and with

          4  architectural merit, and I want to congratulate

          5  Council Member Koppell for doing an excellent job of

          6  educating the members of the Subcommittee on this

          7  particular historic district.

          8                 Just to note that not only Council

          9  Member Koppell, but the Bronx Borough President and

         10  the Community Board were all in support and the

         11  Subcommittee voted unanimously in support of this

         12  application. So, thank you, Madam Chair.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Council Member

         14  Felder.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Just because

         16  I'm gracious I should be penalized? Anyway, I just

         17  wanted to mention that the Fieldston issue started

         18  when I was the Chair of the Landmarks Committee, and

         19  during that process there were some people that

         20  brought up the issue regarding the fact that this

         21  landmarking process was being used to prevent people

         22  from moving into the neighborhood, and in this case

         23  Orthodox Jewish families, which would be prevented

         24  from being able to build larger homes and live

         25  there.
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          2                 And there was sort of an undertone, I

          3  would say, of discrimination of some sort. So, I

          4  just wanted to go on the record as saying that

          5  during this entire process I asked numerous times

          6  for people to prove to me that that was the case,

          7  and when Councilman Koppell obviously made a

          8  compelling argument that it wasn't, but still I

          9  asked those that were against it to make a

         10  compelling case of some sort that the Councilman in

         11  the area was wrong, and there wasn't one occasion,

         12  there was not one occasion where anyone was able to

         13  come to me and prove to me that that was the case.

         14                 And using issues like discrimination,

         15  anti-Semitism frivolously only takes what is very

         16  serious and makes it not important.

         17                 I would just say when people try to

         18  use these things to stop in this case landmarking,

         19  and using, I would say very, I don't want to call it

         20  holy, because it's unholy, but to make serious

         21  accusations without any real foundation is very,

         22  very offensive, and I think that the new Chair did a

         23  wonderful job, but I just wanted to say, I

         24  wholeheartedly agree with the Councilman and the

         25  Chair on this issue.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Yes, I want to just

          3  point out also that after the hearing, after several

          4  hours of the hearing, the crux of the conversation

          5  between me and Chair Lappin was whether or not

          6  anybody testified as far as anti-Semitism or

          7  bigotry, and we talked about the fact that it really

          8  didn't come up in the testimony at all, and it was

          9  one of the issues we truly looked for during the

         10  testimony. So, we thank you for your testimony and I

         11  would just mimic also that it can't always be about

         12  anti-Semitism or bigotry, there truly has to be some

         13  sort of showing of it as well, and we did not want

         14  to trivialize those issues.

         15                 Councilman Koppell.

         16                 Can you talk into the microphone?

         17  We'll let you talk into the microphone, Oliver. It's

         18  okay. We're approving the project.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: I know. Thank

         20  you.

         21                 As you know, Madam Chair, to my

         22  regret and because of conflicting obligations, I now

         23  chair a committee and had many committee assignments

         24  and am no longer a member of either the Landmark

         25  Subcommittee or this Committee, but I'm delighted to
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          2  be here today and appreciate the opportunity to make

          3  just a brief comment, really of thanks for the

          4  attention given to this, and the concerns that were

          5  expressed were serious concerns.

          6                 I'm convinced that this is a good

          7  thing for the residents. I would point out, Madam

          8  Chairs, as I have throughout the debate, that I live

          9  in the community, that I own one of the houses that

         10  will be, or that was designated a landmark. I've

         11  checked with the attorneys for the Council, and I've

         12  been cleared, as long as I reveal my interest to

         13  both participate and to vote.

         14                 I believe that this is to the benefit

         15  of the residents of Fieldston, to the residents of

         16  the broader Riverdale community and to the City as a

         17  whole.

         18                 As you pointed out, Madam Chair, when

         19  you came to visit, as did Chair Lappin, it's a

         20  unique and extremely beautiful area with many, many

         21  very important architecturally significant buildings

         22  in the area, and the area has a unity that arose out

         23  of the fact that it was developed as a unified

         24  community.

         25                 I might say that everybody in
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          2  Fieldston pays full real estate taxes, and in

          3  addition, the residents, by virtue of a deed

          4  covenant that continues, some people may feel sorry

          5  that it continues, even though the restricted

          6  covenants of limited building don't, because it

          7  requires us all to pay dues, and I pay almost as

          8  much dues to the Fieldston property owners as I do

          9  to the City. You might say maybe I should pay more

         10  to the City.

         11                 But I certainly pay all my taxes to

         12  the City. But the Fieldston property owners take

         13  care of the streets, paving of the streets, they

         14  take care of the trees, which are incredibly

         15  beautiful and old, old trees that mark community,

         16  take care of the sewers and take care of the

         17  security service which helps relieve the Police

         18  Department.

         19                 It is true that we do get City

         20  sanitation services. But the fact is that the

         21  community is generally open, people walk through,

         22  people drive through, there are some parking

         23  restrictions. But to call it a private community is

         24  literally correct, but in some sense it's not really

         25  a private community, it's really part of the City
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          2  where we bear certain burdens. And it's something

          3  that nobody can deny its beauty, even those who were

          4  concerned about landmarking.

          5                 I am convinced that history will

          6  prove this Council was wise and I want to thank my

          7  colleagues for their support. It's really moving to

          8  me how responsive everybody has been on this, even

          9  though it's a very local issue, and let me stop

         10  talking. Thank you.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: And we thank you

         12  for all of that.

         13                 Anybody else? Discussion?

         14                 Just, before I vote just one last

         15  comment for the record. There were some questions

         16  amongst folks about Forest Hills Gardens, this is a

         17  very different case than the Gardens, and I just

         18  wanted to sort of put that on the record. There is a

         19  restrictive deed covenant for the Gardens and they

         20  are able to self-police their own area.

         21                 I call for the roll call. The Chair

         22  recommends a yes vote on the entire agenda.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Katz.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Aye. Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: May I be

          5  excused to explain my vote?

          6                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: I'm thinking.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Madam Chair,

          8  very disrespectful, these two --

          9                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Yes, Councilman

         10  Barron, to explain his vote.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Could you

         12  discipline them before I -- I just want to say that

         13  the Fieldston argument is a compelling argument on

         14  both sides, and I think quite convincing arguments,

         15  and we've got to have that balance between

         16  landmarking and historical preservation, and then

         17  the right folk who might want to alter their

         18  property and alter their homes. I think there is

         19  some balance that needs to be there.

         20                 So, for that, on LU 91, I'm

         21  abstaining because I think the arguments will be

         22  compelling on both sides, and it wasn't as clear cut

         23  as I thought it could have been.

         24                 So, aye on all and abstain on

         25  Fieldston.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Continue the roll.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Madam Chair,

          7  may I have a moment to explain my vote?

          8                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Yes.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: I vote no.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: On the entire

         11  agenda?

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Oh, I'm sorry.

         13  See, that's what I get for being cute.

         14                 I vote aye on all. I meant to be cute

         15  to say I'm going to explain my vote and then I

         16  wasn't going to explain my vote just to hurry up and

         17  get out of here. And then in that action, somehow

         18  the word "no" came out of my mouth because I was

         19  thinking about Charles. But I vote aye on all, and I

         20  want to make that very clear.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: You're trying

         22  to imitate me. You're trying to imitate me. Don't

         23  try to be funny.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye on all.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Councilman Barron,
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          2  notice he said, I thought of Charles and

          3  automatically voted no.

          4                 I wouldn't take that, Charles.

          5                 All right, continue the roll, please.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Just vote.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Thanks.

         10                 Continue.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Madam

         15  Chairwoman, I look at this agenda, I'm rather

         16  saddened as there are no items from Staten Island, I

         17  notice that every borough is covered on here.

         18                 However, seceding would be a good

         19  idea actually, however, I do want to congratulate my

         20  colleagues who put forth this agenda, especially the

         21  Fieldston Historic District, and I know the

         22  Landmarks Preservation Commission as well worked

         23  very hard on this and I think they need to be

         24  commended, and of course, the Bays Water Rezoning

         25  Plan is a good one, and it's just indicative of the
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          2  ongoing battle that the outerboroughs, especially

          3  having against over-development, and improper

          4  development, and although there is no Staten Island

          5  agenda, Staten Island item on the agenda, out of the

          6  feeling of sisterhood and brotherhood across the

          7  many boroughs, I vote aye on all.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: We apologize that

          9  this is the one week we don't have a Staten Island

         10  agenda.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: But, Madam

         12  Chairwoman, just so you know that we are watching.

         13  We are paying attention. Thank you.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Continue the roll.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye on all. Aye

         19  on all. I thought I was in Finance.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

         23                 (No response.)

         24                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Just so everybody

         25  knows, there are people here watching us for the
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          2  first time.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: I'm sorry I

          4  started it.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gardonick.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARDONICK: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lappin.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: While there

          9  may not be items from Staten Island on the agenda, I

         10  did want to say that I'm very happy we are voting

         11  today on a historic district that is not in

         12  Manhattan, that is in one of the other four

         13  boroughs, and I hope that we do more of that in the

         14  future.

         15                 And in response to Council Member

         16  Barron's comments, I just wanted to state on the

         17  record, the Landmarks Preservation Commission has

         18  agreed to develop guidelines specific to Fieldston

         19  to make it easier for property owners to do simple

         20  amendments and changes to their properties, and

         21  we're going to hold them to that, and I vote aye.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Before we continue,

         23  we didn't get the recording of Council Member Palma,

         24  Sears and Arroyo. So, you can vote into, and Liu

         25  also, if you can vote into the microphone, we need
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          2  that.

          3                 Council Member Palma.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Yes.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Council Member

          6  Sears.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Council Member

          9  Arroyo.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Yes.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Council Member Liu.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Continue the roll.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mendez.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Aye on all.

         16  And I don't know what's going on on that side of the

         17  room, so we shouldn't be judged by their actions.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Council Member.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Permission to

         21  explain my vote, Madam Chair?

         22                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: As much as I

         23  appreciate the humor and all this, I would like to

         24  keep some sort of semblance of decorum in the room,

         25  if we can.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Madam Chair,

          3  permission to -- may I be temporarily excused to

          4  explain my vote to Erik Dilan?

          5                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Council member.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Yes. I just

          7  want to say now you understand and appreciate why

          8  Council Member Oddo did not sit next to Councilman

          9  Felder.

         10                 And I vote aye.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Thank you.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Yes.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of 18 in the

         17  affirmative, zero in the negative, no abstentions,

         18  all items are adopted with the exception of Land Use

         19  Item 91, which is adopted by a vote of 17 in the

         20  affirmative, zero negative and one abstention.

         21                 Council Members, please sign the

         22  Committee report.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: I thank everyone

         24  for their cooperation. The roll will be kept open

         25  for 15 minutes. Meeting adjourned.

                                                            22

          1  COMMITTEE ON LAND USE

          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member

          3  Jackson.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member

          6  Dickens.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: All items adopted by a

          9  vote of 20 in the affirmative, none in the negative

         10  with no abstentions, with the exception of Land Use

         11  Item 91, now at 19 in the affirmative, zero in the

         12  negative, one abstention. Thank you.

         13                 (Hearing concluded at 11:25 a.m.)
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