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          1  COMMITTEE ON LAND USE

          2                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Good morning,

          3  everyone.

          4                 I welcome you, if I can have some

          5  order, I welcome you to the first Committee of the

          6  new session of the Land Use Committee.

          7                 Let me just first say that I am

          8  impressed that it is 10:25 and we have a quorum on a

          9  25-member Committee. And I think that that's really

         10  actually great. Next time we'll have a quorum at

         11  ten, right?

         12                 I would like to first just say thank

         13  you for being here today, really in a timely

         14  fashion, but second, there is 25 members of this

         15  Committee now. It is ostensibly half the Council.

         16                 In order to get a quorum, when you

         17  increase the number, I know it sounds like it should

         18  be easier to get a quorum, but it isn't. It's more

         19  difficult. So, I would like to ask that we come as

         20  close to 10:00 as possible.

         21                 To those new members of the

         22  Committee, you might not realize this yet, but you

         23  will know that Land Use Committee is probably one of

         24  the shortest committee meetings that you will have.

         25                 Any difficulties that we have on the
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          2  items, we usually deal with before we get here. By

          3  the time it gets here, God willing, it either moves

          4  forward or it doesn't, and we normally know that

          5  when we get here.

          6                 I would like to do just a few

          7  housekeeping things today, since it is the first

          8  meeting. I would like to introduce the new members

          9  of the Committee that are here today.

         10                 Council Member Arroyo is a new member

         11  of the Land Use Committee, but she is an incumbent

         12  member of the Council.

         13                 Council Member Clarke is a new member

         14  of the Land Use Committee.

         15                 Council Member Dickens is a new

         16  member in the body, but a new member in the -- not

         17  here. All right.

         18                 Council Member Garodnick, a new

         19  member of the body and a new member of the Land Use

         20  Committee, and also Chair of the Subcommittee on

         21  Planning, who had his first meeting last week for

         22  Monday.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Madam Chair,

         24  have we changed the rules? Don't the new members

         25  have to sit on the folding chairs?
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: And get coffee.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Have we

          4  eliminated hazing? What happened?

          5                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Council Member

          6  Jackson is not here, but he is a new member of the

          7  Committee.

          8                 Council Member Lappin, a new member

          9  of the body, a new member of the Committee. Also

         10  Chair of the Subcommittee on Landmarks. And we have

         11  a lot of great plans for her there.

         12                 Council Member Liu, a new member of

         13  the Land Use Committee.

         14                 Council Member Mendez, a new member

         15  of the Land Use Committee, a new member of the body.

         16                 And Council Member Sears, who isn't

         17  here, is also a new member of the body -- of the

         18  Council.

         19                 So that is the new Committee.

         20                 I would like to introduce, especially

         21  for the new members, just some of the staff.

         22                 Carol is really Acting Counsel to the

         23  Committee. Alonzo is over there. Patricia, raise

         24  your hand. Amy, raise your hand. Peter. These are

         25  all folks that are all working with the Land Use
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          2  Committee. Any questions you have regarding items,

          3  please talk to them.

          4                 We hope to have a briefing for the

          5  new members very soon with the staff, so that you

          6  know a little bit more of their responsibilities of

          7  what goes through Land Use, and that's a good thing.

          8                 Where is Gail? Is she in the room?

          9  Oh, Gail Benjamin you all know already, the Director

         10  of Land Use. Of course. I didn't think you were in

         11  the room.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Are the old

         13  members allowed to attend that briefing? Those that

         14  still don't know what's going on?

         15                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Not old members,

         16  but incumbent members, yes.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: I'd like to

         18  know when that briefing is.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: All right, the next

         20  Committee meeting is on February 1st, we will be

         21  doing two items in the Subcommittee on Zoning,

         22  that's at 9:45. That's going to be the Bronx

         23  Terminal Market, and it's going to be a rezoning in

         24  Council Member Rivera's district. And at 10:00 the

         25  full Land Use Committee will meet, in order to vote
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          2  those items.

          3                 All right, any questions? Good.

          4                 All right, we only have a few UDAAPs

          5  today. Council Member Jackson's district. 20065066

          6  HAM. 20065099 HAK is Council Member Dilan's

          7  district, along with 5100 HAK. Council Member Clarke

          8  has two UDAAPs on the agenda today. 20065116 HAK,

          9  20065117 HAK. Council Member Yassky's District,

         10  20065143 HAK, and Council Member Dilan's District,

         11  20065145 HAK.

         12                 Any discussion?

         13                 Council Member Felder.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: No, I was just

         15  saying good morning.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Good morning. Nice

         17  to have you here.

         18                 Any questions?

         19                 Okay, call the roll and then the

         20  housekeeping items.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Katz.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Council Member

         13  McMahon, how do you vote?

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: I'm thinking

         15  about it.

         16                 Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Yes.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Garodnick.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lappin.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mendez.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Yes.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of 15 in the

          8  affirmative, zero in the negative and no

          9  abstentions, all items are adopted. Council members,

         10  please sign the Committee reports. Thank you.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Two housekeeping

         12  items, very quickly.

         13                 Land Use is one of the few committees

         14  that we have trouble leaving the vote open, just so

         15  you know. So, a lot of folks say can I vote the next

         16  day or sign the sheet. It is one of the few

         17  Committees that that paperwork needs to be done

         18  extremely quickly. So, we do have difficulties

         19  leaving -- if I can have some order, we do have

         20  difficulties leaving the vote open. So, please keep

         21  that in mind. We really need you to be here.

         22                 The second is, just so the new

         23  members know, a lot of this work is done again

         24  before it gets to the Subcommittee, through the Land

         25  Use Committee and the Subcommittees, so keep
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          2  up-to-date with your mail. Everything is sent to you

          3  months in advance. Months in advance it comes to

          4  your mail. So, please, I would suggest that each one

          5  of you, that each one of you in your office

          6  designates someone to watch that in the mail. You

          7  know, just someone when it comes in that can

          8  indicate to you that there is this item coming up,

          9  you might have an interest in it, maybe you want to

         10  come to the Subcommittee, maybe not, but that would

         11  be my suggestion.

         12                 Any questions?

         13                 There are four members that came in,

         14  we'd like to call them to vote.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Yes.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Yes.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: The vote now stands at

         24  19 in the affirmative and zero in the negative.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: I want to thank
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          2  everyone for being here. We've got a lot of exciting

          3  stuff coming up in the next year. We're going to do

          4  some great things for this City. So, thank you.

          5  Meeting adjourned.

          6                 The roll will be open for ten

          7  minutes.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Rivera.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: I vote aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: The vote currently

         11  stands at 20.

         12                 Council Member Dickens.

         13                 Committee on Land use. Council Member

         14  Dickens.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Good morning.

         16  Yes on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member

         18  Martinez.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Can you

         21  explain your vote, please.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Could you

         25  explain your vote, please?
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Yes, I could,

          3  but I choose not to.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Okay.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: The final vote on the

          6  Committee on Land Use stands at 23 in the

          7  affirmative, zero in the negative and no

          8  abstentions. Thank you.

          9                 (Hearing concluded at 10:33 a.m.)
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