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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Council Member Reed.

          3  Something you've worked hard for, a proclamation.

          4  But in all seriousness, Philip, it's been a pleasure

          5  serving with you, and all of us in the City Council

          6  admire you greatly, and maybe the clerk can read a

          7  snippet of the proclamation and then if you'd like

          8  to say a few words.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Council, City of

         10  New York, Proclamation.

         11                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         12  New York is pleased and proud to join family,

         13  friends, and distinguished members of the community

         14  in honoring our esteemed colleague, the honorable

         15  Philip Reed, as his term draws to a close;

         16                 Whereas: Council Member Reed was

         17  first elected to the Council seat in Manhattan, 8th

         18  District, in 1998, he is the Chair of the Consumer

         19  Affairs Committee, and a member of the Cultural

         20  Affairs, Libraries, International Intergroup

         21  Relations, Governmental Operations, Health, Public

         22  Safety and Ethics;

         23                 Whereas: Council Member Reed exhibit

         24  more qualities of leadership, intelligence and

         25  compassion that have defined his tenure through
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          2  outstanding advocacy and achievement and a

          3  dedication to the well-being of his constituents.

          4  Council Member Reed has established himself as a

          5  true friend and of an advocate for the City; now,

          6  therefore

          7                 Be It Known, that the Council of the

          8  City of New York most gratefully honors Council

          9  Member Phil Reed.

         10                 Gifford Miller, Speaker for the

         11  Entire Council.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: Philip, thank you for

         13  everything that you've done for the people of the

         14  City of New York. I know everyone here feels that

         15  way. And maybe you would like to say a few words?

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Very few. I just

         17  want to thank you, Gifford. It's been a pleasure to

         18  serve with you in the eight years that I was here.

         19  Most importantly, it's been wonderful to have you as

         20  a friend, and then as leader of the Council. We grew

         21  up together in this business, and all of my

         22  colleagues, those who are returning, I wish you the

         23  best of luck. It has been a privilege, and as I look

         24  around, I realize that we did some really good

         25  things, and I'm going to be watching Channel 74, so
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          2  you've got to keep up the work, okay?

          3                 Thank you very much.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: I see Council Member

          5  Eva Moskowitz is here. Council Member Moskowitz.

          6  Eva, congratulations.

          7                 We'll have the clerk read the --

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Proclamation,

          9  Council, City of New York.

         10                 Whereas: Council Member Eva Moskowitz

         11  was first elected to her Council seat in Manhattan's

         12  4th District in 1999. She won heartily in the next

         13  two elections, winning re-election in 2001, by two

         14  to one margin, and in 2003 with three-quarters of

         15  the district votes;

         16                 Whereas: Council Member Moskowitz was

         17  Chair of the Education Committee from 2002. She has

         18  fought long and hard for an improved education

         19  system in New York City. She has played a key role

         20  in securing mayoral control of the school system.

         21  The establishment of the New York City Charter

         22  School Improvement Fund, preserving a $13 billion

         23  School Construction Budget, as well as funding for

         24  the reduction of class sizes; and

         25                 Whereas: Council Member Moskowitz
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          2  exhibits these rare qualities of leadership,

          3  intelligence and compassion, and has defined her

          4  tenure throughout her advocacy.

          5                 Let it be known that the Council of

          6  the City of New York most gratefully honors Council

          7  Member Eva Moskowitz.

          8                 Gifford Miller, Speaker for the

          9  Entire Council.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Eva, it's been a

         11  privilege to serve with you, and we all would love

         12  it if you would say a few words.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Thank you

         14  very much, Mr. Speaker. And it has been a privilege

         15  to serve in this body under your leadership.

         16                 I feel very honored to have shared

         17  the last six years with my colleagues in this body.

         18  I am excited to move on to other things, although

         19  keeping with my passion for education.

         20                 And I just want to say that the work

         21  that this body does on education I think is of vital

         22  importance to the kids of the City of New York, and

         23  I look forward to watching the work that this body

         24  does. And thank you, Gifford, for your friendship.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, Eva. I see
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          2  Council Member Provenzano. You can join us.

          3  Madeline, our most junior in appearance but senior

          4  member in a lot of ways, been here for many, many

          5  years.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

          7  of New York, Proclamation.

          8                 Whereas: Council Member Madeline

          9  Provenzano won her City Council seat in 1998, to

         10  represent the Bronx 13th District.

         11                 During her tenure, she has been the

         12  Chair of the Housing and Buildings Committee, and

         13  has been a member of the Finance, Governmental

         14  Operations, Rules, Privileges and Elections and

         15  Standards and Ethics Committee; and

         16                 Whereas: As Chair of the Housing and

         17  Buildings Committee, Council Member Provenzano has

         18  had no shortage of accomplishments. She was

         19  primarily responsible for Intro 487;

         20                 Therefore, let it be known, that the

         21  Council of the City of New York most gratefully

         22  honors Council Member Madeline Provenzano, Gifford

         23  Miller, Speaker for the Entire Council.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: Madeline, it's been

         25  an honor and a privilege to serve with you, and I'm
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          2  not going to miss you, because we'll both see each

          3  other, but if you would say a few words, we'd be

          4  honored.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Thank you,

          6  Giffy. I can say that again, right?

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Yes.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Giffy. It

          9  started as Giffy, and then, you know, he was the

         10  Speaker, but now you only got like one more day and

         11  you're out of here, so... He didn't want to say how

         12  many years, I have 27 years in this City. So, it is

         13  kind of mixed emotions. Because my daughter said to

         14  me the other day when I was closing my office and I

         15  called her and I said, this is my last phone calls

         16  to you -- okay, see Jimmy, I told you -- so she

         17  said, well, Ma, you just have to think of all of the

         18  wonderful things that you were allowed to do. And I

         19  am grateful, and I wish all of you that are still

         20  going to be here lots and lots of luck, 'cause

         21  you're going to really need it. And thank you.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Okay. And thank you.

         23                 I think some of our other colleagues

         24  are out at a press conference, so we'll have to cut

         25  this short, but we all appreciate the service of all
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          2  the members that are leaving. I know you do, because

          3  I'm one of them, and we thank you all for the

          4  opportunity to serve you. Thank you.

          5                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: At this point

          6  in time I want to call the Stated Meeting of

          7  December 21st, 2005 to order.

          8                 Please stand for the Pledge of

          9  Allegiance.

         10                 (Pledge of Allegiance.)

         11                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: At this point

         12  in time, please, roll call.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Addabbo.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Arroyo.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Avella.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Baez.

         20                 (No response.)

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Barron.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Boyland.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Brewer.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Clarke.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Comrie.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Present.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: DeBlasio.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dilan.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Felder.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Fidler.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Foster.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gallagher.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gennaro.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gentile.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gerson.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gioia.
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          2                 (No response.)

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gonzalez.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jackson.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Here.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jennings.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Katz.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Koppell.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lanza.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Liu.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lopez.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Martinez.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: McMahon.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Monserrate.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Moskowitz.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Nelson.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Perkins.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Provenzano.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Quinn.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Recchia.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reed.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reyna.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sanders.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Seabrook.

         24                 (No response.)

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sears.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Stewart.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Yes.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vallone.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vann.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Weprin.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Yassky.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Oddo.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rivera.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Speaker Miller.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Here.

         19                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: A quorum is

         20  present.

         21                 At this point in time, Reverend

         22  Davenport is en route, so we're going to bypass this

         23  portion for a moment and go straight to that

         24  adoption of the minutes.

         25                 Council Member Gioia.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: I move that the

          3  minutes of the Stated Meeting of November 16th be

          4  adopted as printed.

          5                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Messages and

          6  papers from the Mayor.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered M

          8  721.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Rules, Privileges and

         10  Elections.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 722 and M

         12  723.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Rules, Privileges and

         14  Elections.

         15                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Communication

         16  from City, County and Borough Offices.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered M

         18  724.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Finance.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered M

         21  725.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Finance.

         23                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Petitions and

         24  Communications.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.
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          2                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Land Use

          3  Call-Ups.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 726.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: At this point I'd ask

          6  the clerk to call the roll on M 726.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         14                 (No response.)

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

         16                 (No response.)

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         24                 (No response.)

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

          4                 (No response.)

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

          6                 (No response.)

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         20                 (No response.)

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

         22                 (No response.)

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         24                 (No response.)

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Yes.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         10                 (No response.)

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye on

         15  all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

          9                 (No response.)

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         13                 (No response.)

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         25                 (No response.)
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Here.

         12                 Oh, aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  I vote aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Aye.

         23                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Today's Land

         24  Use Call-Ups were adopted by a vote of 43 in the

         25  affirmative and zero in the negative.
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          2                 Communications from the Speaker.

          3                 Okay, we are going to reopen the

          4  vote.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         10                 (No response.)

         11                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Revised Land

         12  Use Call-Ups were adopted by a vote of 46 in the

         13  affirmative, and zero in the negative.

         14                 Communication from the Speaker.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: My friends, since

         16  this is my last Stated Council Meeting, and the last

         17  Stated Meeting for several of our colleagues, I'd

         18  like to say a few words of thanks to all of you and

         19  a little bit about the work we've done in this

         20  Chamber over the past four years.

         21                 The first person I want to thank is

         22  former Speaker Peter Vallone. A great friend, a

         23  great mentor, and the person who established a

         24  legacy in this institution that I've done my best to

         25  uphold and that we've all done our best to uphold
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          2  and that will live on for generations to come.

          3                 And I don't need to remind anybody

          4  here that we started our work in this Chamber at one

          5  of the most uncertain moments in our City's history,

          6  and in the history of this institution. There were

          7  many who said that a new Council with sweeping

          8  changes would prevent us from being able to

          9  effectively help lead this City through tough times,

         10  and we proved them wrong. And we've continued to

         11  prove this chorus of doubters wrong time and again.

         12                 And we should be proud of that

         13  because today New York is a stronger City, a better

         14  City for people to live and work and raise a family

         15  in. And we did it by standing up for New Yorkers'

         16  values and priorities and always putting our City's

         17  future first.

         18                 And we did it by working with a new

         19  Mayor. For four years we've worked and grown with

         20  this Mayor. We've stood with him when it was the

         21  right course for our City and opposed him when we

         22  thought it was the right course for our future. But

         23  let me say one thing about Mayor Bloomberg, we

         24  haven't always seen eye to eye, but I've always

         25  known that he puts our City first. Because of that,
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          2  I know he'll have a successful second term that will

          3  make our City even stronger.

          4                 And because of the work of this Mayor

          5  and this Council, New York City today is better off

          6  than we were four years ago. We should be proud of

          7  that. Every single one of us. We should be proud of

          8  the budgets that we passed in this Chamber. Budgets

          9  that were balanced, and on time in the face of

         10  difficult deficits. But more importantly, budgets

         11  that protected the most vulnerable New Yorkers in

         12  our most valuable institutions, our senior centers

         13  and health clinics, our libraries and museums, our

         14  schools and our neighborhoods.

         15                 We should be proud of the legislation

         16  we pass in this Chamber, ground-breaking new laws

         17  that will touch the lives of New Yorkers every day.

         18  Laws that will protect our children from lead paint

         19  poisoning, extend the living wage to 50,000 workers

         20  and their families, protect the rights of workers

         21  regardless of their sexual orientation, and protect

         22  the rights of women who need access to emergency

         23  contraception.

         24                 Over the last four years, we've done

         25  great things of the Council, and I know that those
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          2  of you who will remain here to carry on our work

          3  will do even greater things in our future.

          4                 But I also want to say a few words

          5  about some of our colleagues who won't be here to

          6  continue with you, and I want to after I'm done with

          7  the Speaker's time open up an opportunity for my

          8  colleagues that are leaving to say a few words, and

          9  for any of you who would like to say a few words

         10  about those colleagues of us who are departing.

         11                 And there are six outstanding Council

         12  members whom I want to thank in particular today.

         13                 I want to thank Tracy Boyland who

         14  chaired our Committee on Women's Issues for the last

         15  four years and stood up for her constituents and for

         16  every citizen of this City. Especially when it came

         17  to defending child care and health care and

         18  education, during our most serious fiscal crisis.

         19                 I want to thank Margarita Lopez who

         20  chaired our first Committee on Mental Health, Mental

         21  Retardation, Alcoholism, Drug Abuse and Disability

         22  Services.

         23                 No one fights harder and no one

         24  brings more passion to their work on the Council

         25  than Margarita Lopez.
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          2                 I want to thank Council Member Eva

          3  Moskowitz, who chaired the Committee on Education,

          4  and brought a rigor and dedication to her work that

          5  few have ever seen and none will ever forget.

          6                 I want to thank Council Member Bill

          7  Perkins who displayed extraordinary leadership, as

          8  our Deputy Majority Leader, as Chair of the

          9  Committee on Governmental Operations, and always

         10  stands up for his constituents and his principles.

         11                 I want to thank Madeline Provenzano,

         12  who chaired the Housing Committee, and brought a

         13  quiet, steady dedication to everything she did on

         14  behalf of her constituents and every citizen of the

         15  City.

         16                 And I want to thank Council Member

         17  Philip Reed, who has been Chair of the Committee on

         18  Consumer Affairs. Philip Reed is an inspiration to

         19  all of us in public service. He's a trailblazer who

         20  always puts the needs of our City's most vulnerable

         21  first.

         22                 I'd also personally like to thank my

         23  incredibly dedicated and hard-working staff.

         24                 Starting with my Chief of Staff Chuck

         25  Meara, and all of my directors and every single
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          2  member of the staff who are the heart and soul of

          3  this Council.

          4                 You know, we wouldn't get anything

          5  done if it weren't for the hard work of every single

          6  person that comes here, who makes it possible for

          7  us. And we are all so fortunate to have the

          8  opportunity to be in public service, to be elected

          9  officials, but it's our staffs that work so hard

         10  every single day for lower pay than they deserve to

         11  help make the City a better place.

         12                 So, thank you on my behalf and all of

         13  our behalf to all of our outstanding staff for their

         14  dedication to this City.

         15                 And finally, I want to thank all of

         16  you, my colleagues, for giving me the chance to

         17  serve as Speaker of the City Council for the last

         18  four years.

         19                 To have had the opportunity to get up

         20  every day and come to work in this place, this

         21  beautiful building and try to make this City a

         22  better place, is a privilege beyond measure. And I

         23  got to do it because of your confidence and your

         24  respect for me and I will never forget that.

         25                 Each and every one of you have been
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          2  wonderful friends, wonderful colleagues and

          3  wonderful people to work with. I admire you all. And

          4  it was an honor to serve with you and I wish each of

          5  you the best of luck in the future.

          6                 And I want to say in particular, good

          7  luck to whoever you choose as the next Speaker of

          8  the Council. I know that you'll make a good choice,

          9  and I wish that person enormous luck in having the

         10  chance to lead this great institution. Thank you all

         11  so much.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Would any of

         13  the members who will not be returning like to speak?

         14  And if so, would you do so at this time?

         15                 Council Member Moskowitz.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Thank you,

         17  Madam Public Advocate. It's been a pleasure to serve

         18  with you, and I appreciate all the work that you've

         19  done for the City, given the Transit strike, we all

         20  I'm sure have some logistics, and I have to pick my

         21  son up in about 15 minutes, so I will have to leave.

         22  But I wanted to, again, thank Gifford Miller, our

         23  Speaker, for all of his work. We are a challenging

         24  body to lead and it has been a real privilege to be

         25  his friend and to serve with him, and I just want to
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          2  also say that it will continue to be, I'm sure, the

          3  highlight of my life to have been chair of the

          4  Education Committee of this Council, and I look

          5  forward to this body continuing the absolutely vital

          6  work.

          7                 I also want to thank the staff. I

          8  think the Sergeant-of-Arms who staffed my Committee

          9  had the longest hours and the most number of

         10  meetings, and I'm very, very grateful for all of the

         11  staff's work, including, of course, the Finance

         12  Committee and the Counsel to the Committee. Thank

         13  you very, very much, my colleagues. I look forward

         14  to working with you in new capacities and I hope you

         15  will come visit the new school. Thank you very, very

         16  much, and happy and healthy New Year.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         18  Member Nelson.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Saying

         20  good-bye to friends and colleagues is always an

         21  emotional experience. The fact that you are leaving

         22  the Council because of term limits --

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Wait a

         24  second, Mike, you're not leaving.

         25                 I hope.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Well, it's

          3  something I may not know.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Does anybody

          5  else who is leaving want to say something?

          6                 Okay, go ahead, Mike.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Well, it has

          8  been emotional, especially working with you, and all

          9  of it good, I might say.

         10                 Together we were members of the

         11  Caucus 2001, Bill, Phil, you may remember and

         12  others, and we welcome together, this percent of us

         13  welcome the Council members who would be greeting us

         14  shortly. We went through 2001 period together, the

         15  tragic events of that time, and we served in the

         16  most historic of times. You guys and gals brought

         17  about a smooth transition in the historic reshaping

         18  of these legislative bodies. Thanks to your efforts,

         19  hope was restored. So, to my colleague, Speaker

         20  Gifford Miller, Council Members Tracy Boyland,

         21  Margarita Lopez, Bill Perkins, Madeline Provenzano

         22  and Phil Reed, I say it's been an absolute pleasure

         23  to serve here in this City Council with each of you.

         24                 As we work together and look forward

         25  to this in all walks of life, to help to improve the
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          2  City we all love, and believe is the true capital of

          3  the world, best luck to all of you. Thank you.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          5  Member Reed.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Thank you, Madam

          7  Public Advocate.

          8                 It is always difficult at this time.

          9  I remember four years ago there were a lot more

         10  people to speak, and I remember thinking it doesn't

         11  take long before you are at that stage when the work

         12  that you were working on is finished, whether you

         13  had wanted to finish it or not, and that's the point

         14  that I'm at at this moment.

         15                 As everyone said, and it is true, a

         16  lot of people to thank, I think the ones who we

         17  don't thank often enough or give praise to certainly

         18  are the clerical people here, the people who make

         19  sure everything is functioning, certainly the

         20  Sergeant-At-Arms who put up with countless abuse,

         21  and support us even in our dumbest moments,

         22  particularly when we're in the lounge and we don't

         23  realize somebody is watching us. They have watched

         24  over us, I wanted to thank them, certainly to all of

         25  my colleagues.
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          2                 I had a chance to speak the other day

          3  to a community board that I had the privilege of

          4  working with over the last eight years, and I think

          5  what I said to them is probably what I would like to

          6  say here.

          7                 We come to this job, and I hope that

          8  when you have come, you come with ideals and

          9  principles. The work that we do has to be related to

         10  those, because with any thought of the history that

         11  will recognize you, it is only about the truest

         12  convictions that you bring.

         13                 Falsehoods will be pointed out very

         14  quickly, but if you have stood by what it was that

         15  you felt was right and just, and if you've bent

         16  because of reason, and changed because of

         17  thoughtfulness, you will be remembered by that. And

         18  I offer that to my colleagues who are remaining. You

         19  are a tremendous body.

         20                 When I first came into the Council, I

         21  was in the lowest third in terms of age. We were the

         22  most youthful group. When you guys came, I quickly

         23  found myself to be the sixth oldest member of the

         24  City Council. So I take that as a sage opportunity

         25  to say good-bye, good luck, God bless and thank you
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          2  very much.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          4  Member Weprin. David.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Thank you,

          6  Madam Public Advocate.

          7                 It has been my pleasure over the past

          8  four years to serve with Tracy Boyland, Margarita

          9  Lopez, Eva Moskowitz, Bill Perkins, Madeline

         10  Provenzano, my next door neighbor Phil Reed, and our

         11  leader Speaker Gifford Miller.

         12                 Gifford has supported me many times

         13  over the past four years, and I want to sincerely

         14  thank him personally for that. Four years ago, 38

         15  new members joined the City Council and the entire

         16  City thought it was going to be a disaster. But it

         17  was largely because of Gifford's leadership that we

         18  all came together to build what I believe is one of

         19  the most productive City Council in New York City's

         20  history.

         21                 Perhaps our hardest job was guiding

         22  the City past the events of September 11th. We, as a

         23  legislative body, were forced to make many difficult

         24  decisions. People had figured that we would slash

         25  vital City services, really affecting people's daily
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          2  lives, as we were forced to balance massive budget

          3  deficits.

          4                 As Finance Chair, I could tell you

          5  that all that negotiating, the last four budgets,

          6  was extremely difficult, but under Speaker Gifford

          7  Miller's leadership, this body produced four

          8  on-time, responsible, balanced budgets where City

          9  services were not affected, people's lives were not

         10  disrupted and eventually produced a $2 billion

         11  surplus.

         12                 Gifford, it's been an honor working

         13  with you these past four years as a colleague and as

         14  a friend. I am proud to have done so much with you,

         15  as well as Tracy, Margarita, Eva, Bill, Madeline and

         16  Phil. And I sincerely wish all of you the very best

         17  in all of your future endeavors.

         18                 Thank you.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         20  Member Jackson.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you,

         22  Madam Public Advocate.

         23                 My colleagues, I rise today to give

         24  credit and thanks to my colleagues that are leaving

         25  us. And I tried to write down the names and I think
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          2  David Weprin indicated that Bill Perkins is leaving,

          3  Margarita Lopez is leaving, Eva Moskowitz is

          4  leaving, Phil Reed, Tracy Boyland, Madeline

          5  Provenzano, Alan Jennings is leaving, and also our

          6  Speaker. And let me just say to all of you, it's

          7  been real, and it's been fun. Clearly I've had a

          8  good time with all of you. Margarita, you are a

          9  colorful person that I am going to miss and the name

         10  M Lo has already been x'd in this table even though

         11  the plaque is removed. That's graffiti.

         12                 Eva Moskowitz, you have a long career

         13  ahead of you, and even though we didn't agree all

         14  the time, you are a fighter and let me tell you,

         15  you're going to go far. And give blessings and give

         16  all your three kids my hugs.

         17                 And Bill Perkins, the Deputy Majority

         18  Leader, you are the man. Between you and I. You are

         19  the man, and Harlem is going to miss you very, very

         20  dearly.

         21                 Madeline, as the Chair of the Housing

         22  Committee, you know I was there through thick and

         23  thin, and sometimes when the soup got pretty thick,

         24  I was still there. We didn't necessarily see

         25  eye-to-eye all the time, but one of the things that
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          2  we had was mutual respect and understanding. Because

          3  we know that in the long run if you respect one

          4  another, and you communicate, things will come

          5  around and we will all agree.

          6                 And on the one issue that we were on

          7  opposite sides of the fence, we all came together

          8  and when it was time to vote, you voted aye and I

          9  voted aye.

         10                 Tracy, the Women's Committee is going

         11  to miss you. And clearly, you told me don't forget

         12  about the children in foster care. And I won't

         13  forget them, especially the ones that will age out.

         14                 And Gifford, what can I say about

         15  you. You are the best Speaker that I've ever had.

         16  Knowing that you've been the only one, but clearly

         17  you have passed more progressive legislation than

         18  anyone else that I know, and I'm very serious.

         19                 And one example of that, and I'm

         20  going to finish, Chair, is when we passed the equal

         21  benefits law and we had people at the signing of the

         22  bill crying at the fact that finally the equal

         23  benefits law was being passed, bill was being passed

         24  into law.

         25                 And I said, what are they crying for?
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          2  Because they said this has been around for years.

          3  And finally, it was going to be signed into law.

          4                 And to me, it was a no-brainer, and

          5  to you it was a no brainer. Gifford, you have a long

          6  future ahead of you, and I look forward to working

          7  with you.

          8                 Thank you very much, Madam Chair.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         10  Member Perkins.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you

         12  very much.

         13                 You know, I didn't come here to say

         14  good-bye. For me term limits is a bad idea. A very,

         15  very bad idea. I guess there's somebody out here

         16  that agrees with me. But it is what it is. But it's

         17  also for me, you know, one door closing and another

         18  opening. So, I'm not here to say good-bye to you at

         19  all from that point of view.

         20                 But I do want to take a moment to

         21  acknowledge, first of all, my great appreciation for

         22  those that I came in with, that class which I think

         23  was the real fresh democracy group, in terms of what

         24  we were able to accomplish when we were here, so I

         25  want to thank them for the opportunity to serve with
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          2  them.

          3                 I also want to take a quick moment to

          4  acknowledge the greatest staff in the world. No

          5  disrespect to anybody else's staff, but I had a

          6  staff that's been with me from day one that has

          7  been, if there is a Perkins record to acknowledge in

          8  this body, I want to let you know that it's my staff

          9  that has been responsible for that, some of them are

         10  here. Please give them a round of applause, Cordell

         11  Clear, Brenda Barrett, Rosemarie Perez Torebio.

         12  Others could not make it, but that's the Perkins's

         13  record. They're the ones that made it happen for my

         14  office and for me.

         15                 You know, I came here this morning by

         16  bike, because of the strike. And so I figured in

         17  character I would use this opportunity to say a word

         18  about the Transport Workers Union and the strike

         19  that's going on.

         20                 It's outrageous, first of all, as was

         21  pointed out earlier, that The Post would call men

         22  and women who work everyday "rats." To put that on

         23  the front page. I think that's wrong. And I know

         24  this is not the appropriate time, Mr. Speaker, but I

         25  just want to politic this as much as possible.
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          2                 And I think it's also outrageous that

          3  someone comes across the Brooklyn Bridge every

          4  morning in designer leather jackets and designer

          5  jeans and designer customized shoes and calls

          6  workers "thuggs." And talking about the Mayor, and I

          7  think that's wrong. And I think we have to really

          8  recognize that and I think we have to take every

          9  opportunity that we can to raise the importance of

         10  this strike, not just for the workers of the

         11  Transport Union but for workers in general in this

         12  City and perhaps even in this nation. And I think

         13  it's wrong for the Governor to be taking the

         14  position that he's taking as well, and I think that

         15  we need to recognize that, every opportunity.

         16                 You know, we have a very dangerous

         17  situation right now, which we have major leaders

         18  denouncing workers as thuggs and criminals. I just

         19  want us to remember something about history. The

         20  word Toussaint, okay? The word Toussaint is a very,

         21  very powerful word. A mother does not name a child

         22  Toussaint for nothing. Any more than a mother names

         23  David, their child David, this is a name that has

         24  great resonance and great meaning for the cause that

         25  he is sticking up for. He is not a thugg, he is not
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          2  a criminal, he is not out there -- he is not a rat.

          3  He's someone that has a mission, and I think it's a

          4  mission that is as important as the mission that all

          5  of us have in here. It's a mission that we need to

          6  recognize and we cannot let the media or any other

          7  of those anti-labor forces dictate to us on what is

          8  important about this.

          9                 Toussaint is a great leader, and I

         10  think it's at a great time in this City, and this

         11  Council, especially the new Council, will have to

         12  deal with some of the issues that he's bringing up

         13  today.

         14                 Thank you all so much for your past

         15  support.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         17  Member Moskowitz.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Thank you,

         19  Madam Public Advocate. I'd like permission to vote

         20  on the General Order Calendar.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: I vote aye.

         23  Thank you very much.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         25  Member Boyland.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Madam Public

          3  Advocate, I just want to first thank all of my

          4  colleagues for a wonderful eight years. You know,

          5  when we first walked into this door, I guess we had

          6  bright eyes and bushy tails as to what we wanted to

          7  do and what our visions were. And Herb Berman and

          8  Peter Vallone used to tease Anthony and I about this

          9  long list of paper that we gave them of the wishes

         10  that we wanted for Brooklyn. You remember those,

         11  Gifford.

         12                 And our theme was that we're building

         13  a community from scratch, from the bottom up. So, as

         14  we continued and Jeff Rodas and Amy was here and

         15  Staci and Alonzo and Gail, as we continued to pass

         16  these wishes amongst us and amongst the community

         17  here, we grew. And if you look at the community in

         18  which I represented some eight years ago and you

         19  look at it now, you can see, if you took an aerial

         20  shot, Walter, you can see that it grew from this to

         21  this, and the joy that I have from walking down, not

         22  just Thomas Boyland Street, but walking down my

         23  community, I will never be able to duplicate that.

         24                 So, this has been a wonderful

         25  empowering position for me, and I think I gave
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          2  150,000 people in my district and throughout the

          3  City the joy of seeing a community grow, and that

          4  just spread throughout Brooklyn, Harlem. I say

          5  Harlem for Bill, because you need a path to go to

          6  Harlem from Perkins, but Queens and the Bronx and

          7  Staten Island.

          8                 So, I am just overjoyed by the

          9  possibility of just making it, a little girl from

         10  Brownsville making it to these halls, such an

         11  astronomical move for my family and my community.

         12                 So, I just want to thank everyone for

         13  that opportunity, but I would be remiss if I didn't

         14  thank the people that I worked for.

         15                 Anthony Alexis, thank you for

         16  allowing me to work for you. I appreciate it.

         17  Richard Johnson, Doreen, Bakku, Caravella, Joan,

         18  Steve, Mary, Candice, Lorian, Jeff. Where is Jeff

         19  and Gail? Jeff, Gail, Staci, Chuck, Barbara, Kim,

         20  Alonzo, all of those. And I know I'm missing some

         21  people. Kevin, all of the people that allowed me to

         22  do what I do.

         23                 And for the Women's Issues Committee,

         24  I think it opened up a brand new door in terms of

         25  the opportunities that I was able to really put
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          2  forward. To the Finance Committee, Oversight and

          3  Investigation, Gale Brewer, all that you've done for

          4  this City in moving forward, and especially to our

          5  Speaker.

          6                 Gifford, we came in, and you know,

          7  Gifford, I think I looked 25, you must have looked

          8  15 when I came in, and I think you look 25 now.

          9  We're graying and --

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: And now you

         11  look 15.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Flattery will

         13  get you everywhere.

         14                 But I think that we have made great

         15  strides in this City of New York, and when the

         16  history books write down what the City Council was

         17  able to accomplish, I think our names will be there.

         18                 So, thank you very much, colleagues.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         20  Member Clarke.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: To my

         22  colleagues, it's a very moving time right now,

         23  because particularly for the colleagues who are

         24  leaving due to term limits. I had sort of known of

         25  you and your exploits prior to coming here because
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          2  you all served with my mom, and it's sort of that

          3  transition, I guess, that we're all going to have to

          4  get used to to be running to you all in New York

          5  City. And there's an affectionate term, I don't know

          6  if you're aware of it, but it's called an "FCM," and

          7  an FCM is a Former Council Member. When you meet

          8  them in the street and you say, hi, FCM, it's a sign

          9  of respect and it's a sign of love, and we use it in

         10  my office when my mother calls to drive us crazy.

         11                 But beyond that, I want to say to all

         12  of my colleagues, we have shared the best of times

         13  and the worst of times, and these are experiences

         14  that as individuals and collectively we share that

         15  no one else would ever share, the trips to Albany,

         16  the trips to Washington, progressive legislation,

         17  getting one another to vote the way we would like

         18  them to vote and unfortunately the tragic

         19  assassination of our colleague in these very

         20  Chambers. I want to say God bless you all, God keep

         21  you, God strengthen you, and that God isn't finished

         22  with you yet. I know there is a lot more that each

         23  and every one of you have to offer our City in so

         24  many different ways we don't know how it will be

         25  manifested. But we know that it will be dynamic.
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          2  Because each and every one of you have proven that

          3  you care for this City, you care for your

          4  constituencies, and beyond that, you have

          5  extraordinary leadership.

          6                 God bless you, and God keep you once

          7  again.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          9  Member Rivera.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Thank you very

         11  much, Madam Public Advocate.

         12                 There is a saying that laws are

         13  created by men and women and therefore they're

         14  imperfect, and I think they are imperfect because

         15  what we're doing today, well not what we're doing,

         16  but what has been done is very effective leaders in

         17  the City Council are being forced to leave

         18  government, and that's a very sad moment in the

         19  history of the City of New York.

         20                 The reason why I say that is because

         21  if you look at the history of the members who are

         22  leaving, they have all fought very hard for their

         23  respective constituencies. They have all been very,

         24  very loud advocates on respective issues and have

         25  fought very hard in respect to budget and to
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          2  policies.

          3                 Now, in the City of New York, you

          4  depend on your local member, and I know that

          5  Madeline Provenzano, Speaker Miller, Bill Perkins,

          6  Phil Reed, Margarita Lopez, and Tracy Boyland and

          7  all the other members, and Eva Moskowitz, who was

          8  the Chair of Education, with them leaving, it's

          9  something that the City of New York is going to have

         10  to come to realize that maybe something has to be

         11  done, and that's something that's been talked about.

         12                 What I've learned is that over the

         13  past four years, we're going to be a family. And

         14  while we may not always agree with each other, at

         15  the end of the day we fight hard together. And I

         16  want to say thank you for your service to the City,

         17  thank you for your service to the City Council, and

         18  I know that even though you're retiring from the

         19  City Council, you will not retire from City

         20  advocacy. Thank you.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         22  Member Barron.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: I just wanted

         24  to say, first, all of you who are leaving are going

         25  to be sorely missed, but I've got to say to Speaker
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          2  Miller, I know you're going to miss the fact that

          3  you won't have the opportunity to deal with the

          4  Asada Shakor resolution, the Freedom of Political

          5  Prisoners, and I wanted to bring Prime Minister

          6  Magava (phonetic) back to see you again. Reparation.

          7  Reparations. Reparations. I know you're going to

          8  miss all my issues, and you're going to have

          9  problems sleeping tonight, but if you'd like me to

         10  bring the issues to your neighborhood, I can

         11  accommodate you.

         12                 But, Gifford, I want to say I respect

         13  you. I appreciate the relationship we've had. We had

         14  straight talk, that you've been straight with me and

         15  I've been straight with you. And I want to let you

         16  know I respect you, and I appreciate you, and I hope

         17  you achieve the best in life, but not in the future,

         18  because I want to be Mayor in the future, and I just

         19  hope you don't take that from me. But I wish you the

         20  best. I wish you the best, I certainly do.

         21                 And I want to say to a person that no

         22  one wants to mention, but I'm going to mention, and

         23  that's Council Member Alan Jennings. And I know

         24  you've had a hard time here, to say the least. And I

         25  know there's been a lot of conflict. But I know in
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          2  your heart of hearts you're a good person. And I've

          3  had a great relationship with you, and I've been a

          4  supporter when you had your struggles, and I wish

          5  you the best to, because I think you have a lot to

          6  offer this City, you have a brilliant mind, and

          7  whatever challenges that are before you, I just

          8  wanted to say that I wish you the best, and that you

          9  should be acknowledged as well. And I hope you have

         10  some great things to do.

         11                 Chairman Reed, I was on his Consumer

         12  Affairs Committee, and I learned so much from you.

         13  You are a real man of integrity and intelligence.

         14  You know, when I come to your committees, I know

         15  there is no nonsense, and we're going to get through

         16  some tough legislation, and I just wanted to thank

         17  you so much for your leadership and all that you've

         18  done.

         19                 We didn't have a chance to do too

         20  much together, but I was hoping before you left that

         21  we could get a Barron/Provenzano piece of

         22  legislation together to rock this City. So, I wanted

         23  to thank you. I don't want to miss anybody.

         24                 Oh, Margarita. Margarita Lopez, we

         25  came in here with fire, and I just appreciate your
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          2  militancy, your progressiveness, your revolutionary

          3  spirit. And I don't think there is a Council member

          4  who brings it to the fore like you do. And we're

          5  going to miss your passion.

          6                 And Chair of the Women's Issues

          7  Committee, the women in this body can feel real good

          8  about her leadership, and the women in the City can

          9  feel real good about her leadership. She really

         10  cares about children, about women's issues, and I

         11  think you did a fine job, and thank you very much

         12  for your leadership.

         13                 And then for Bill Perkins. First I

         14  want to let you know that I did a little bit of

         15  research, and there are 924,000 black people in

         16  Brooklyn, and only 413,000 black people in

         17  Manhattan. So, you're claiming that Harlem is a

         18  black mecca of the City will be challenged in the

         19  future.

         20                 But while you're sitting here, I just

         21  want to let you know, we'll let you have the title

         22  because I'm looking at you, but when you leave,

         23  Brooklyn is claiming that.

         24                 But to Bill, I just want to say this

         25  to you, Bill. You've been my closest ally here and
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          2  working on issues. I learned a lot from you, I'm

          3  really going to miss your leadership, your

          4  friendship, and all of your progressive legislation.

          5  I certainly will push forward and make it happen.

          6  But to me, you've been the MVP of this City as a

          7  legislator. You put some of the finest legislation

          8  forward. You're going to be sorely missed.

          9                 And, finally, term limits is a good

         10  thing, and you all better not change it. Let the

         11  people change it. I know I wouldn't get no amens

         12  there.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         14  Member Oddo.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Those of you who

         16  know me well know that I am a huge fan of the show

         17  West Wing. I absolutely adore the writing, I adore

         18  the acting, and there's an episode that had a line

         19  of dialogue where the Chief of Staff was saying to

         20  the entire staff and the president with around a

         21  year remaining left in their term, that one could do

         22  more in a day in the White House than they can do in

         23  a lifetime outside of the building. And I don't know

         24  if that rings true for a Council member and City

         25  Hall, but it's moments like this that remind those
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          2  of us who are staying who are now on a clock, that

          3  we have a wonderful opportunity and the clock ticks,

          4  and it reaffirms our commitment and why we got into

          5  this business.

          6                 And to those who are leaving, you

          7  leave knowing that you've changed the community you

          8  live in, and you change a great City. In 2001 I was

          9  here when we had this massive turnover, and it was a

         10  particularly emotional time for me because one of my

         11  mentors and my former boss, Tom Ognibene, was

         12  leaving. And paid my homage to him in the only way I

         13  knew how and it was climbing on top of my desk and

         14  repeating the words that I knew from Dead Poets

         15  Society, "captain my captain." This time I'm not

         16  going to climb on my desk because I'm much older,

         17  but I do have a couple of words for a few of my

         18  outgoing colleagues.

         19                 To Maddie Provenzano, I think the

         20  highest compliment I can give to you is to say to

         21  you that Mike DeMarco is looking down with a smile

         22  on his face proud of the job that you've done.

         23                 Knowing Mike, he probably just

         24  finished yelling at the Angel Gabriel before he

         25  thought that. But Maddie, we'll pay to you the
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          2  highest honor we can do in the Republican

          3  Delegation, and that's put your name plate on the

          4  Minority Leader's Hall of Fame.

          5                 To my friend Phil Reed, who has

          6  taught me that people are people. And the beautiful

          7  thing about my experience in the City Council is

          8  that a white, conservative republican kid from

          9  Staten Island with 18 years of Catholic education

         10  goes into a body and becomes best friends with an

         11  openly gay member from the Upper Manhattan. And I

         12  love you, Phil. You have been a great friend and a

         13  gentlemen, and you are always in my thoughts and my

         14  prayers.

         15                 Very quickly, to Margarita Lopez, who

         16  politically, Margarita, we haven't agreed on

         17  anything, but it's not any particular vote or any

         18  particular speech that really matters. What means

         19  more to me is that day, that horrible day two

         20  summers, when shots rang out in this body, you stood

         21  by that glass door, and I said to you five times

         22  leave, and your response to me was, no, there are

         23  still people in there. That told me who you were.

         24  So, even though we can't agree politically, you're

         25  in my heart as well.
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          2                 Bill and Tracy, I wish you the best,

          3  but, finally, to Gifford Miller, who is my friend,

          4  and I say that very proudly. They can Monday morning

          5  quarterback all they want, you were put in a really

          6  tough situation and you handled yourself with class

          7  and dignity. You talk about a clash of worlds, my

          8  world and your world, the true test of friendship is

          9  not when things are going well, but when things are

         10  tough. And the republicans and I were loyal to you

         11  in the beginning, and when you had an opportunity

         12  for political expediency, to forget that loyalty and

         13  that friendship, you did not. You showed it, and

         14  rewarded it with friendship and loyalty. And I hope

         15  we're friends til the end, my friend.

         16                 Thank you. Thank you.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         18  Member Comrie.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Thank you,

         20  Madam Public Advocate. There is so much emotions

         21  starting to run around the room, it's interesting in

         22  this season of giving that we are giving true

         23  accolades to people that have truly changed the

         24  City.

         25                 I have been very fortunate to sit
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          2  between two senior members. The person that's always

          3  with so much fire and passion and he can never stay

          4  in his seat, is constantly hitting me, he's

          5  constantly moving around and just fired up about

          6  life, fired up and passionate about government,

          7  continuing to do everything he can to figure out a

          8  way to make sure that there's a progressive

          9  opportunity that's permeated throughout this City

         10  and especially the City Council.

         11                 And this other young lady, who is

         12  always straightforward and to the point, never has

         13  the taste to tell the truth, and never has the taste

         14  to make sure that she is actually being fair and

         15  open-minded, even though she's driving home a point

         16  sometimes over people's heads.

         17                 You know, I've been the boulder in

         18  between two roses in a different way, and it's been

         19  a wonderful opportunity to serve with them. I will

         20  miss them greatly, and I hope to continue to have

         21  relationships with them as we continue to fight for

         22  this City in the future.

         23                 Clearly, Council Member Phil Reed is

         24  a unique personality, a person that I've had a lot

         25  of respect for working on the Consumer Affairs
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          2  Committee, doing the payday loans when he was first

          3  skeptical, and then embraced them whole-heartedly

          4  doing so many things to protect consumers in the

          5  City and being honest and straightforward about his

          6  passions. He's going to be a major loss to this

          7  City.

          8                 Council Member Moskowitz who had the

          9  hearings and fought to make sure that the Education

         10  Committee was not a Committee to be played with and

         11  not an issue to be ignored or an issue to be run

         12  over by one level of government. We'll miss her

         13  focus and hope that whoever is the next Education

         14  Chair will focus on positive change, to make sure

         15  that our children have an opportunity, such as we

         16  have, to come into this City and become something of

         17  substance.

         18                 Council Member Lopez, her fire, her

         19  passion, her voice will be missed in this Council,

         20  her desire to make sure that whatever the issue was

         21  she had a real opinion on it and was not afraid to

         22  shove it down your throat, a personality that I grew

         23  to respect and admire and love, and I will miss her

         24  countenance and her support and her even

         25  temperedness in the heat of battle.
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          2                 Council Member Boyland, I have the

          3  opportunity to say that I really appreciate it, from

          4  the first time I met Tracy Boyland and her entire

          5  family, they've been gracious in giving to me,

          6  telling me what they wanted early for Brooklyn, what

          7  they wanted late for Brooklyn, finding out that half

          8  of her staff lived in my district, they worked in

          9  Brooklyn, that, you know, it's truly a wonderful

         10  opportunity to work with her over the past few

         11  years, and I intend to work with all of the retired

         12  people that are leaving in the future.

         13                 And I also wanted to mention

         14  Councilman Allen Jennings, because he is leaving

         15  also, I have to pay respect. It's been an

         16  interesting and rocky time. I have enjoyed our long

         17  discussions and our long battles, and I hope to have

         18  many more to come in the future. We rarely ever

         19  agreed on anything, but we've never been

         20  disagreeable, and I appreciate that.

         21                 Just I want to thank all of the staff

         22  that have been involved in the last four years. We

         23  haven't mentioned you enough. You're underworked and

         24  overpaid, but you're dedicated to trying to make the

         25  City work. I mean, underpaid and overworked.
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          2  Overworked. I'm really tired, yes. Underpaid,

          3  overworked, stepped on, ignored. Underpaid and

          4  overworked people.

          5                 I'm getting a little emotional

          6  myself. Yes, overpaid, underworked, once you put

          7  your foot down your throat, yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: You're

          9  talking about Chuck?

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Yes, Chuck.

         11  But for the work that you've done, and keeping us as

         12  a really new body with relatively so much to do in

         13  the wake of 9/11, the hours that you've put in have

         14  not been truly compensated in any way, shape or

         15  form. We could not compensate you monetarily. I

         16  think we've done enough to compensate you with

         17  platitudes or gratitudes, but you should know that

         18  we really depend on you, and this Council could not

         19  have been what it has been without the staff.

         20                 And you know, we have to say that it

         21  has been under the leadership of Speaker Gifford

         22  Miller, who took a body that nobody thought would be

         23  able to do anything, to be the most powerful

         24  legislator, I think, legislative body in the

         25  country, that has really put together groundmark
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          2  legislation, that has done novel and important

          3  things, it has really changed the course of how City

          4  government should be run, how City government is

          5  open, and I know that Gifford will have a bright,

          6  long and sustained future in this City once he

          7  decides which one of the hundred things he wants to

          8  do next.

          9                 I want to thank him for his

         10  leadership, I want to thank him for being part of

         11  his leadership team. You know, sometimes even when

         12  you're part of the leadership team you have to fight

         13  with your leader to get things done, but we've

         14  always had open and honest discourse. We've always

         15  had an opportunity to have a real conversation about

         16  issues, and I hope that that continues for this

         17  entire body in the future. Thank you.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         19  Member Brewer.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you,

         21  Madam Public Advocate.

         22                 I rise because of the same kinds of

         23  commitment to those who are leaving and to what they

         24  stand for. And as Co-chair, with my dear friend

         25  Philip Reed of the Manhattan Delegation, we note
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          2  that there are actually five members from our

          3  delegation leaving this body but going on to great

          4  things.

          5                 Philip Reed and I, some say we're

          6  married, but everybody knows how close we are, so

          7  we're going to miss him.

          8                 He was a leader in the community when

          9  people said, Philip Reed said something and they

         10  questioned it, I always said he's right.

         11                 Bill Perkins is intelligent, is

         12  legendary. His intelligence is legendary. And even

         13  today he pulled me aside and made suggestions about

         14  budget matters.

         15                 I have certainly relied on him in

         16  terms of his brilliance, and will continue to do so.

         17                 To Margarita Lopez, I give commitment

         18  that we will work very hard on accessible taxis and

         19  when they exist they will be called the Lopez Bill,

         20  because she has put so much time into that issue.

         21                 I want to say, in terms of Manhattan,

         22  Speaker Miller has been a leader, not just for our

         23  borough, but for the whole City, and again, running

         24  the Steering Committee and the Council as a whole,

         25  and making sure that the budget not only balanced
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          2  but really was a safety net for the New Yorkers who

          3  need it most, because I know bottom of his heart, he

          4  really, really cares.

          5                 I want to say that Madeline

          6  Provenzano, we will never forget that you got us

          7  through Jimmy Hart and everybody else, in order to

          8  pull forth a bill that produces a code that will go

          9  forth into the next century. And I want to say Eva

         10  Moskowitz gave a real clear signal to the City as a

         11  whole that education really is a top priority.

         12                 On behalf of all of us in Manhattan,

         13  particularly we will miss all five, and we will

         14  never forget that not only did Tracy Boyland bring

         15  issues of children's and family, but in terms of a

         16  human being who is awesome in terms of, not only did

         17  she look great before, but now she looks fabulous,

         18  and I am jealous. Thank you all very much for all of

         19  your support.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         21  Member Foster.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Thank you. I

         23  wasn't going to get up, because I know we have a

         24  holiday party this evening and we hopefully want to

         25  get to it when the staff and guests arrive. And I
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          2  also thought it was a little corny, but so I'm

          3  corny, I think it's always appropriate to say thank

          4  you where thank you is due, and I don't want any of

          5  them leaving wondering. So, thank you for the

          6  leadership.

          7                 I was in an interesting position

          8  because many of you knew me through my dad, and I

          9  appreciate the advice, the warmth, the helping hand

         10  that was extended to me. And I just want to

         11  especially thank Bill Perkins, and of course,

         12  Margarita Lopez, for taking me under their wing and

         13  treating me like a little sister and extending

         14  respect to me because they had respect to my father,

         15  and I do appreciate it.

         16                 So, I want to say thank you to you

         17  both and I will miss you, and what you did for me, I

         18  hope to do for someone else, because we all stand on

         19  someone's shoulders. So, thank you.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         21  Member James.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Thank you.

         23                 I came into this body under

         24  unfortunate circumstances. I came into this body

         25  when James Davis was assassinated. I'm completing
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          2  his term at the end of this year.

          3                 James I believe would have been happy

          4  that all of you stood up for those without health

          5  care.

          6                 James I believe would have been happy

          7  for those who stood up for immigrants.

          8                 James I believe would have been happy

          9  for all of you in this room who stood up for

         10  immigrants' rights and who stood up for affordable

         11  housing, and stood up for economic opportunities.

         12                 James was a good shepherd, a good

         13  shepherd who gave his life for the sheep, for the

         14  least of God's children in this City.

         15                 We planted a tree, an oak tree in the

         16  Brooklyn Botanic Gardens in honor of James Davis,

         17  and that tree of life is extended here in this room,

         18  because his branches are extended in this room.

         19                 And, so, I say to all of you today,

         20  James would have been proud of each and every one of

         21  you, particularly those who are leaving today.

         22                 So, I stand on behalf of James Davis

         23  as I finish his term, and I hope James was proud of

         24  me for standing up for our district, standing up for

         25  the district that he loved against powerful
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          2  interests who want to destroy it, and hope that

          3  James is proud of me for getting under the skin of a

          4  lot of members in this room, and I did it often

          5  times at the edging of James Davis and others in my

          6  district. But James Davis I know would have wanted

          7  to say to the Speaker and to all of you who are

          8  leaving today, that he will not be far away, that

          9  you have done a job well done, and congratulations

         10  to each and every one of you on behalf of James

         11  Davis, and in behalf of all of the constituents in

         12  the 35th Councilmanic district. Thank you.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         14  Member Sears.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Thank you Madam

         16  Chair.

         17                 I have to agree with all of the humor

         18  and all of the warmth that has been expressed about

         19  those who are leaving in the body.

         20                 But I go back to when we all took

         21  office and were sworn in, and when we would leave

         22  City Hall and get to 250 Broadway, we had to watch

         23  our steps because there was so much smoke coming out

         24  from Broadway. Broadway was hosed down two, three,

         25  four times a day. Now, while it was like a ghost

                                                            63

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  town, and there was so little that moved, when we

          3  came into this Chamber, we had to give it life, and

          4  we had to deal with life, and we were able to do

          5  that, so many of us that were new, from those that

          6  had been here, that had taught us, were patient with

          7  us, and we had a leader that was able, although in

          8  this body we agreed and we disagreed, we liked and

          9  disliked some events, that you were able to pull us

         10  together, and when we did that, you kept us focused

         11  to what that focus was. It wasn't the individuals in

         12  51 seats, it was the focus of the City of New York,

         13  and what was right for that City.

         14                 We also had to be guided through a

         15  budget, where this City lost half its money, and had

         16  to make those incredible decisions about what

         17  programs to cut, and what we had to reinstate.

         18                 We were able to do that because of

         19  the experience that was here when we came on and

         20  through the leadership, and at the end of four

         21  years, all of us that are staying I believe are

         22  better, more experienced, more equipped, and all of

         23  you are leaving a legacy certain to me, and I

         24  believe to my colleagues, that where we were weak,

         25  we are stronger, where we were unclear, we are
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          2  clear, where we have doubts we certainly look to

          3  clear that up, and where we may have some lack of

          4  courage, I think we have taken some very bold steps,

          5  as evidenced by the work that this Council has done

          6  in the last four years. It is the most progressive.

          7  We have had legislation that didn't exist before,

          8  and we have had the courage to correct our wrongs

          9  and we had stood firm on what is right.

         10                 So, to all of you that are leaving,

         11  all friends, I say thank you. To Gifford, I am a

         12  better Councilwoman because of you and I publicly

         13  thank you, and I want to thank all my colleagues

         14  because you have really helped me and all of us to

         15  function as a single body.

         16                 So, I thank you, and God bless all of

         17  you.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         19  Member Fidler.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: I don't know,

         21  I was just going to suggest that we pass on all the

         22  speeches and tell them they can all keep their

         23  parking permits. That would be on some speaker blog

         24  tomorrow I'm sure.

         25                 Seriously, I just wanted to say, you

                                                            65

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  know, to add my two cents, that it's been a

          3  privilege to serve each one of you that's leaving.

          4  Especially with you, Gifford. And in my part of

          5  Brooklyn the word for Gifford Miller is "mench." And

          6  that's what you've been and that's what you are. And

          7  I consider each and every one of those of you who

          8  are leaving to be a friend, and so friends don't say

          9  good-bye because friends are forever, and, so, I

         10  will just leave with this comment. Jimmy brought up

         11  his favorite TV show. Mine is Star Trek, which is a

         12  show that I think speaks for the whole of humanity

         13  and the future, and, so, I will just say to each of

         14  you, live long and prosper.

         15                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Council

         16  Member DeBlasio.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Thank you.

         18                 First, I want to say in response to

         19  Letitia James, I think it is so important and so

         20  appreciated that you honored James Davis with your

         21  comments, and I think James Davis is looking down

         22  and is pleased to have another activist and another

         23  independent voice in that seat doing good work for

         24  his district and for the City.

         25                 I want to say to the Speaker, I want
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          2  to thank you on behalf of all of us. We have been

          3  lucky in these last four years, not just to have

          4  your ability and your intelligence and your

          5  leadership. I think you have made a historical

          6  contribution, and I think as people catalogue what

          7  you achieved here, the thing I would say is one of

          8  the most important things is, you took a body that

          9  has been in constant evolution. It began with the

         10  Charter change in '89 and grew through Peter

         11  Vallone, Sr's leadership, and you took it to another

         12  level, and have helped, despite all the adversity,

         13  whether it was 9/11 or the way the media likes to

         14  portray us, or the fiscal crisis, or the sometimes

         15  tough responses we got from other parts of

         16  government, you kept us moving forward as a body.

         17                 It's one thing to pass good

         18  legislation, and you certainly did that as well, but

         19  I think you should be particularly proud of the

         20  historical role that is much more permanent of

         21  helping to make the legislative branch what it

         22  ultimately will be, the real equal partner, and

         23  something that could not have happened, had you not

         24  been persistent in seeing this as a core part of

         25  what we were doing this last four years. I think
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          2  that's a lasting legacy you should be very, very

          3  proud of.

          4                 And to my departing colleagues, I'll

          5  simply say, we are losing some of our strongest and

          6  most profound and most insightful and most

          7  challenging voices, and I think part of what makes a

          8  legislature a particularly important and special

          9  place to serve is because people do challenge in the

         10  best sense and they think critically and they add to

         11  the debate, and the members who are departing have

         12  done that I think with tremendous ability. They

         13  should be very proud. In fact, I think it's fair to

         14  say that none of them ever took a walk on a tough

         15  issue, and none of them ever pulled punches on

         16  something they believed, and it may be sometimes

         17  seem more convenient that the characters have

         18  changed, but I think we're really losing something

         19  when we lose people of that kind of integrity and

         20  that kind of strong voice, and I honor all of them.

         21                 Thank you.

         22                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Council

         23  Member Nelson. Or Gerson, I apologize.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Thank you, Mr.

         25  Chair.
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          2                 To my Speaker, Gifford Miller, I am

          3  proud to have served in this body under your

          4  leadership which has kept the best of our human

          5  values at the forefront of our legislative and

          6  budgetary agendas.

          7                 To my neighboring colleague and

          8  friend, Margarita Lopez, you have sensitized our

          9  entire City, as you have made it better to and for

         10  those among us with special challenges, and as your

         11  neighbor, we've had a lot of fun working together,

         12  and we'll continue to have a lot of fun. And I won't

         13  explain that further at this moment.

         14                 To Eva Moskowitz, you have put

         15  education at the forefront, and you have shown as

         16  part of that the imperative to deal with the problem

         17  of bullying in school, which continues to afflict

         18  children.

         19                 To Phil Reed, in addition to

         20  continuing to be my fashion, my best fashion critic,

         21  you have shown how it's possible to tackle the most

         22  complex and complicated of issues which affect the

         23  day-to-day lives of New Yorkers, and I will work

         24  continuing with you to continue that approach of

         25  problem solving.
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          2                 To Tracy Boyland, as we continue to

          3  tackle the problems of homelessness among young

          4  people, we will remember the foster children, and

          5  remember your insistence that no child in any

          6  situation be overlooked.

          7                 And to Allen Jennings, the good you

          8  have done has made a difference and demonstrates

          9  your promise for the future.

         10                 Finally, to each of you, to each of

         11  you and to all of my colleagues, a special note of

         12  gratitude. And to Madeline Provenzano, because of

         13  your leadership, not only will we have better

         14  housing, but through passage of the Preservation

         15  Act, many, many New Yorkers will be able to continue

         16  to live in affordable housing due to your

         17  leadership. I will miss you and we share our common

         18  Bronx routes always.

         19                 But to all of you finally, a special

         20  note of gratitude, in the aftermath of 9/11, each of

         21  you, those departing, those remaining, came to me

         22  and said whatever we need in the district of Lower

         23  Manhattan which I represent, you will be there for

         24  us. And, so, I want to thank you for not only that

         25  sentiment, but for living up to that sentiment in
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          2  your support and your actions.

          3                 Thank you on behalf of my district,

          4  and thank you for allowing me to serve with you in

          5  this wonderful body.

          6                 God bless you.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          8  Member Martinez.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Thank you,

         10  Madam Public Advocate.

         11                 I also rise to say my appreciation to

         12  having served with these members, particularly the

         13  members from Manhattan, and especially Margarita

         14  Lopez.

         15                 When I first came into this body,

         16  with all the energy of wanting to serve, Margarita

         17  gave me a special advice, and that was focus on the

         18  things that your district needs, ensure that you

         19  have a voice on the issues that impact your

         20  constituents, and make sure that you continue with

         21  the energy you have, but don't forget to serve your

         22  district.

         23                 And it was because of Margarita's

         24  word that I decided that I wanted to be involved in

         25  every aspect of the City Council when it came to the
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          2  issues of immigrant, when it came to the issues of

          3  domestic violence, when it came to the issue of

          4  housing, when it came to the issues of ensuring that

          5  we have legislation that will better the lives of my

          6  constituents, I did that.

          7                 And I want to say thank you to her

          8  for that, because that's what leadership is all

          9  about.

         10                 I also want to say that many times,

         11  as elected officials, we always see ourself

         12  concerned as to what is going to be the permanent

         13  fingerprint that we want to leave behind?

         14                 And I would say to the members that

         15  will no longer be with us, that they have left a

         16  permanent fingerprint in this institution because

         17  they, when people said that the members, the new

         18  members were not going to be productive, that the

         19  new members did not know what they were going to be

         20  doing, it was because of the leadership that they

         21  provided, especially our Speaker, Speaker Miller,

         22  who always had his door open, even on issues where

         23  we didn't agree on, who always found a way to show

         24  me why it makes sense, on issues of budget, when I

         25  say why this organization gets more money and my
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          2  organization gets less money, he showed me how my

          3  organization would get more money by putting the

          4  issues on the table.

          5                 The same is true, that it was Speaker

          6  Miller's Office who is leaving a permanent legacy in

          7  this body that when members are active, when members

          8  care, when a member wanted to be part of a process,

          9  when a member wanted to bring up the issues, the

         10  Speaker's Office is there to help and work with

         11  those members.

         12                 That's the legacy of the Speaker.

         13                 A speaker that is showing that he is

         14  for the members, he is for those members'

         15  communities, and I want to thank Gifford Miller for

         16  coming to my community and his legacy in my

         17  community is, that they call him Gifford Miller,

         18  Speaker, (in Spanish.)

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         20  Member Jennings.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Thank you,

         22  Madam Public Advocate.

         23                 I'm going to rise today to thank the

         24  constituents of my district for having the

         25  confidence of putting me in the Council and the
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          2  honor of serving them for these last four years.

          3                 As many of you know, it took me a

          4  hard ten years to get into the Council, and it's

          5  been a struggle to stay here since I've been here.

          6  Like many of my colleagues, I have never, ever, ever

          7  had the support of the county organization in my

          8  district, and I have no regrets for that.

          9                 I want to thank especially, though,

         10  certain colleagues who really stood by me and were

         11  really true friends to me.

         12                 One I want to thank is, I refer to my

         13  uncle, is Oliver Koppell, who always stood by me

         14  through thick and thin; Charles Barron; my friend

         15  Erik Dilan; especially Kendall Stewart; Hiram

         16  Monserrate; James Sanders; and in particularly, the

         17  person who I miss so much, James Davis.

         18                 And I could tell you, this body to me

         19  has never been the same since the assassination of

         20  James Davis. I have not really felt the same in the

         21  last two years since he's gone, than he was here the

         22  first time. I'm sure if he was here, things in this

         23  body would be a lot different.

         24                 I'm very proud of the accomplishments

         25  I was able to make since I've been here in Council,
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          2  in this City Council, and I want to tell all of you,

          3  the most important thing besides politics, is public

          4  service. In my district, I was able to put laptop

          5  computers for every child in the third, fourth,

          6  fifth and sixth grades in 12 of 16 elementary

          7  schools throughout my district. And I'm very proud

          8  of the legacy that I'm leaving behind for those

          9  children in my district that are now in the position

         10  of being in the next century in regards of the tools

         11  to learn.

         12                 And I want to encourage all of you,

         13  that to do the same thing in your districts. You

         14  know, in politics and in this body, if we had the

         15  will, we could accomplish anything, and I've seen

         16  that here. Where you have the will, you can

         17  accomplish anything.

         18                 Everybody talks about budget crisis

         19  and budget problems, but this City has a budget of

         20  $47 billion. This Council has control of over $300

         21  billion in capital money and another $215 million in

         22  expense money. This Council alone, without the other

         23  side, could do so much to help the people and the

         24  children in each of our perspective districts. And

         25  that's something I would like to encourage you to
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          2  do, as well as creating our own after school

          3  programs.

          4                 In my district I've been able to fund

          5  over these years over eight and created over eight

          6  or ten after school programs in the elementary

          7  schools in my district. I didn't have any ponies, I

          8  didn't have any political people who I owed anything

          9  to, so I had to fund this group, I had to fund that

         10  group, by coming here and not being elected and not

         11  being put here by a political mechanism, left me

         12  free to do the right things and the good things for

         13  the children of my district. And I think all of you,

         14  and the people coming here in the future can do the

         15  same thing.

         16                 You know, one thing I've learned

         17  about politics, it's very nasty, much more ruthless

         18  than I thought it was coming here. And I want to

         19  encourage all of you to have courage and to stand up

         20  for the truth and do what's right all the time,

         21  despite what people may say to you, despite what

         22  people may say about you, despite what people may do

         23  to you, despite if people may accuse you falsely.

         24  Because in the end the truth will always come out.

         25  It may not come when you expect it to come, but it
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          2  will come and people will know the truth, and they

          3  will know the true character of you.

          4                 And I want to encourage particularly

          5  James Sanders and Hiram Monserrate, Letitia James,

          6  and Tony Avella. These are I consider one of the

          7  most independent places here in this body to stay

          8  strong, and not to succumb to political pressures

          9  because of political expediency. You do the right

         10  thing and you make your right decisions, no matter

         11  what people say, what they do, you will come out

         12  okay at the end. And the people in your respective

         13  districts most importantly will respect you. I think

         14  that's the most important thing, to be respected,

         15  not by the political forces, or the leadership here.

         16  That's not important. What's important is the

         17  respect of the people in your districts and the

         18  respect of your family. And that's very important.

         19  Do the right thing all the time no matter what the

         20  consequences are, you will never regret that, and

         21  you can feel proud as women and men and hold your

         22  head up high all the time no matter what.

         23                 I thank you, and my departing words

         24  is I'll be back. Thank you.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council
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          2  Member Stewart.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Thank you,

          4  Madam Public Advocate.

          5                 Brothers and sisters, I'm proud to be

          6  a member of the body considering where I came from,

          7  an island in the Southern Grenadines where there is

          8  no winter. And, so, when I first came here, and I

          9  got off the plane, and I see it was so cold, I

         10  thought this country is very rich, they even air

         11  conditioned the outside. And brothers and sisters,

         12  that's no joke.

         13                 I must say I'm also proud because of

         14  the fact that in that small island we have no street

         15  signs and all of that. So, at first when I stopped

         16  and got off the bus and I see it's no standing, I

         17  keep on walking.

         18                 But I am grateful to be of the people

         19  of the 45th District, in the great Borough of

         20  Brooklyn for re-electing me to serve them for

         21  another four years in the City Council. I'm also

         22  grateful for the support of my colleagues in the

         23  Council. It made a world of difference.

         24                 I wish those who are leaving us the

         25  best, and I know that you will be well where you

                                                            78

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  are.

          3                 As I look back at my tenure as Chair

          4  of the Immigration Committee, I believe that the

          5  record will show that we have accomplished much more

          6  but much more needed to be done, to level the

          7  playing field for immigrants in this New York City,

          8  who have been adversely affected even since 9/11.

          9                 But with your help, brothers and

         10  sisters, we have been able to put in place

         11  legislation that will punish those who prey on

         12  defenseless immigrants like myself for personal

         13  gain.

         14                 We have given law enforcement more

         15  power to arrest, prosecute and punish the assortment

         16  of con artists, unscrupulous immigration service

         17  providers and others who fleece poor immigrants out

         18  of their hard-earned cash, promising services that

         19  never materialize.

         20                 I'm also pleased that this City

         21  Council, and you, Mr. Speaker, made sure that the

         22  new immigration initiative was funded to the tune of

         23  $9.3 million. The record budgetary allocation for

         24  immigrant in New York City.

         25                 This money will go a long way to
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          2  revitalizing and expanding English as a second

          3  language, and other vital programs into helping

          4  immigrants fit into their adopted home land.

          5                 Brothers and sisters, again, I want

          6  to thank the entire Council staff, the clerks, the

          7  Sergeant-At-Arms, the lawyers and the policy

          8  analysts. If I had my way, you will all be back next

          9  year.

         10                 Thank you, and God bless you.

         11                 Have a Merry Christmas and happy

         12  holidays.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         14  Member Reed, you want to vote?

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Yes, I just want

         16  to be excused to vote. Thank you. Aye on all coupled

         17  general orders. Thank you.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Thank you. Aye

         20  on all.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         22  Member Katz.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Very briefly. I

         24  just want to say thank you to all the colleagues

         25  that are leaving. But one thing in particular, I
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          2  remember when I came here four years ago, I was a

          3  new Council member, the one thing I was very

          4  thankful for, amongst other things, was that there

          5  was some consistency between the prior Council

          6  administration and the Council administration that

          7  we were coming into.

          8                 I thought that that was a very

          9  important aspect of this body, that there were

         10  experienced members that had served for awhile

         11  already, they knew the history, they knew the

         12  process, the rules, and as we moved forward, I think

         13  they were terrific in providing guidance to a lot of

         14  us, and also their experience that they brought to

         15  this body.

         16                 So, I want to thank them for that,

         17  because I remember at the time it was a very

         18  comforting thought too.

         19                 I also would like to just give a

         20  special thank you, and God speed to our Speaker

         21  Gifford Miller. I think he had a very difficult time

         22  coming in with 38 new members and he had to guide

         23  this Council and negotiate with the Administration,

         24  with new members, and I think he's really done a

         25  yeoman's job at that, and as he moves forward, I

                                                            81

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  know we all wish him luck in whatever future

          3  endeavors that he has. And good luck to everyone

          4  here. We know we will be seeing you back on the

          5  Council floor time and time again, and we know that

          6  the City of New York still needs your experience and

          7  your guidance throughout your entire lives.

          8                 Thank you very much for the

          9  experience of serving with you.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         11  Member Vallone.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: I'd like to

         13  try to stay within my two minutes, and briefly thank

         14  all the departing Council members, especially my

         15  good friend Madeline Provenzano. Twenty-seven years,

         16  you have left your indelible mark on this Council

         17  and this City, my good friend Phil Reed, my mentor

         18  on the Public Safety Committee. My future wife,

         19  Margarita Lopez, we are going to be the first openly

         20  half-gay couple at City Hall. Alan, you stay away

         21  from her, by the way. And, finally, my Speaker, who

         22  as I said before, is one of two greatest Speakers in

         23  New York City history, and who I'm proud, very proud

         24  to call Speaker, and even prouder to call my friend.

         25  Great job, Gifford.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          3  Member Lopez.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Thank you.

          5                 I'm raising at this moment to stand

          6  up to say good-bye to everyone in here. But before I

          7  say good-bye there is a couple of things that I

          8  would like to address the body of the City of New

          9  York.

         10                 The people with disability in this

         11  City, some of them don't see, some of them don't

         12  hear, some of them cannot walk, some of them cannot

         13  speak or move their body, and for that reason,

         14  perhaps people may understand that they are

         15  powerless. Perhaps they are perceived as people who

         16  never would be able to achieve any justice to

         17  themselves. But I have faith that our country is

         18  bigger than any Speaker ever to be elected in this

         19  body, or bigger than any Council member that will be

         20  in this place, or bigger than any person who get

         21  elected to represent, because our country, our

         22  country is built in equality, and I believe that our

         23  country must move forward to include everyone who is

         24  part of this country, no matter what, who that

         25  person is.
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          2                 I'm leaving this Council with the

          3  satisfaction that we were able to create a space for

          4  the disabled community because they are the most

          5  disenfranchised members of our society. And that one

          6  day we will see a society in which that will not be

          7  the case anymore, in which segregation for them will

          8  not exist, in which we will know that no longer the

          9  two fountain system of water continue to be.

         10                 Today is an example of it. Today the

         11  strike is in this City, and the only members of this

         12  City who cannot transport themselves is the disabled

         13  community, because we don't have accessible taxis,

         14  because we did not pass that bill in this house. And

         15  we need to think about those things. When the

         16  powerful industry, when a person who work in the

         17  office, in any one of our offices try to influence a

         18  process that is about the equality of people, we

         19  need to think about that. And each one of use need

         20  to think about the next Council. If we're going to

         21  be able to pass that bill, that bill that symbolize

         22  basically equality for us. Nothing else. No more

         23  than that. And the industry of taxis are here to

         24  serve the people, not to make money out of the

         25  people. And I hope you take that to your heart, and
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          2  in next Council we are able to pass that bill. And

          3  the name of that bill need to be justice for all.

          4  Not the name of anybody else.

          5                 I want to thank each and every one of

          6  you for being my friend, for work with me, and for

          7  allowing me to work with you. And I want to thank

          8  you for allowing me to be in this house. This house

          9  that is a symbol of freedom, a symbol of equality, a

         10  symbol of good government, and we should protect

         11  that. All of us should protect that. We should not

         12  let it go. And at the end of the day, when we go

         13  home and end our work and we look at the sky of this

         14  room, just always try to look at the last one, "let

         15  us have peace," because peace is what will give us

         16  everything we need.

         17                 And we achieve that by making sure

         18  that equality exists in this country.

         19                 Thank you to all of you, and I love

         20  you.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         22  Member Liu. Council Member Liu. John.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: To our colleagues

         24  who are moving on, we love you. We will miss you.

         25  Have a nice life, and we'll see you at the party.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          3  Member Nelson, do you want to vote?

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Yes. I started

          5  off, I'm going to end off here, I must leave, so I

          6  request unanimous consent to vote early on all

          7  general order items, and, yes, on all coupled

          8  general orders.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: I vote aye on

         11  all. Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         12                 Sorry, John.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

         14  of General Orders.

         15                 Council Member Jackson. Excuse me.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you,

         17  Madam Public Advocate.

         18                 My colleagues, I rise today on the

         19  Parks bill in which we're renaming I think 67 street

         20  name changes. Joseph Hintersteiner was a prolific

         21  water colorist and beloved teacher who devoted much

         22  of his later life to promoting the arts and to

         23  community improvement in Washington Heights and

         24  Inwood.

         25                 Joe was born in Australia and began
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          2  his art career in 1937 at the 92nd Street Y. In

          3  1962, he joined the Knickerbocker Artists of New

          4  York where he later became its president.

          5                 In 1986 was one of just 30 people who

          6  were cited as "living treasures" by A View from the

          7  Torch, an organization devoted to promoting New

          8  York's cultural ethnic and artistic diversity.

          9                 Joe was a diligent long-serving

         10  member of Community Board 12, Manhattan, and the

         11  Boards of Directors of both YM and YWHA of

         12  Washington Heights and Inwood.

         13                 Another individuals we're going to

         14  rename is Joe Kellett. He was born and raised in the

         15  inwood section of Northern Manhattan. His formal

         16  learning was at Good Shepard Grammar School, St.

         17  Raymond's High School, Lehman College, and Iona

         18  College. And Joe was the happiest man in the world.

         19                 Excuse me, please. Excuse me.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         21  please.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Joe was the

         23  happiest man in the world when Patricia Kane, his

         24  wife, agreed to be his wife. She is here now.

         25                 Patricia, would you stand up, please?
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          2                 And thereafter, two beautiful girls

          3  were born. Julianne Patricia, and Cameron Marie. Joe

          4  was a great athlete, loved to talk, loved his family

          5  and community. Joe worked for Carl's Futures and

          6  perished on 9/11.

          7                 Bobby O'Shea is the personification

          8  of the Inwood boy. Born in St. Elizabeth Hospital,

          9  raised at 140 Seaman Avenue, and at Good Shepard

         10  Paris. Bobby took advantage of all that Inwood and

         11  Good Shepard had to offer. He played the clarinet in

         12  the Good Shepard band, little league baseball,

         13  football with the Inwood Colts. He married Barbara

         14  Combes, an Inwood girl. Bobby worked as an oil

         15  trader at Carl's Future and perished on 9/11 also.

         16  And Dorothy O'Shea, his mother, said renaming a

         17  street after Bobby will bring pleasure and peace to

         18  his family and to his many loyal friends. Thank you,

         19  Madam Public Advocate.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         21  Council Member.

         22                 Council Member Gennaro.

         23                 Please remember that we have to stick

         24  to two minutes now. We had a little excess in the

         25  beginning for the obvious reason, but now it's two
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          2  minutes for each of you. Thank you.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Sure. Thank

          4  you, Madam Public Advocate.

          5                 Today we'll be voting on sweeping

          6  changes to the City's noise control code.

          7  Legislation I urge all members to support. As you

          8  know this bill was proposed by the Mayor many months

          9  ago, and I'm glad that we've been able to come to

         10  closure on so many difficult issues that were part

         11  of this bill.

         12                 It has been my goal, since the Mayor

         13  proposed this bill, to make sure that any final

         14  revisions passed by the Council, will make this City

         15  a quieter, healthier place for millions of New

         16  Yorkers to live and work, and it certainly does do

         17  that.

         18                 Some highlights of the bill is that

         19  there is a new innovative process for reducing

         20  dreaded construction noise mitigation plans. For the

         21  first time there will be a decibel standard for the

         22  cumulative sound, multiple ventilation and air

         23  conditioning systems. There will be a new standard

         24  for such transient sound sources as motorcycles and

         25  car stereos, providing for a much better
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          2  enforcement.

          3                 There will also be decibel level

          4  standards for what constitutes unreasonable noise

          5  tailored to the time of day and a number of options

          6  to speak to commercial music, including a lower

          7  decibel standard, in addition to a new base

          8  standard.

          9                 And let me just, so I urge members to

         10  support it. It's critically important that I thank

         11  some of the people who were involved in this. Mayor

         12  Bloomberg, I thank you for making this one of your

         13  top priorities. For Speaker Miller and the Council

         14  leadership for helping us to come to closure on some

         15  very important issues. For members of the

         16  Environmental Protection Committee, for Alan Gerson

         17  and Hiram Monserrate who worked with us on this, the

         18  business sector for the great cooperation, the

         19  Bloomberg Administration, members of the -- Emily

         20  Lloyd, Bob Avaltroni, Mark Lanagan, Charles

         21  Sturcken, Jerry Kelpin, Charles Shamoon. And from

         22  the Council, you know, Chuck Meara, thank you so

         23  much for all you did. Marcel Van Ooyen, best wishes

         24  to him. Thank you so much. I have to mention Jeff

         25  Haberman, Donna DeCostanzo, Richard Colon, Jonathan
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          2  Ettricks, my own Chief of Staff Peter Washburn,

          3  thank you.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: And please

          6  support Intro. 397-A. Thank you, Madam Public

          7  Advocate.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

          9                 Council Member Clarke.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you,

         11  Madam Public Advocate.

         12                 My colleagues, I just wanted to bring

         13  to your attention that today we are going to be

         14  passing a historic piece of legislation, related to

         15  the Women and Minority-Owned Business contracting

         16  practices of the City of New York. It will be the

         17  first legislation of its kind, and unfortunately had

         18  to come about because we found that there were

         19  disparities here in the City of New York with

         20  respect to its contracting practices.

         21                 This is truly a historic day in that

         22  there is recognition widely between both the

         23  Legislature and the Administration that we must

         24  remedy these disparities.

         25                 So, I look forward to all of your
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          2  support. I want to thank Council Member Robert

          3  Jackson and Council Member James Sanders for the

          4  leadership on this issue, and I look forward to us

          5  moving forward in the new legislative year to see

          6  these remedies applied in our City.

          7                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          9  Member Monserrate.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Thank you,

         11  Madam Chair.

         12                 I stand to speak on two pieces of

         13  legislation. First and foremost, the Education

         14  Equity Act. A special salute to the folks from Make

         15  The Road By Walking and the advocates that worked so

         16  hard to get this bill done. The true merit of

         17  education reform, is reforming it for everyone. And

         18  so far, despite the many efforts to reform over the

         19  last year, many are still left behind.

         20                 The DOE's own drop-out statistics

         21  reveal grim realities that we are leaving children

         22  of immigrant parents behind at staggering rates. In

         23  fact, over the course of seven years, over half or

         24  50.5 percent of English language learners are

         25  dropping out of high school.
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          2                 This legislation will give families

          3  and students hope for a better future through a

          4  recognized educational tool, parental involvement.

          5                 The DOE sends parents report cards

          6  and progress reports, it sends invitations to parent

          7  teacher conferences and meetings, and it sends these

          8  parents materials because it is good for the child

          9  education that they read them and it is good for

         10  their child education if they show up and

         11  participate in these meetings.

         12                 I want to thank the Chair of the

         13  Education Committee, Eva Moskowitz, for her diligent

         14  work and her staff and the Education Committee staff

         15  and counsel who worked tirelessly to craft this

         16  bill.

         17                 And secondly, I want to talk about a

         18  second bill that I sponsored, and I want to thank

         19  the co-sponsor of this bill, Council Member Peter

         20  Vallone. And this is the graffiti bill that we'll in

         21  essence facilitate graffiti clean up from our

         22  neighborhoods.

         23                 I want to thank Ted Baecher, who

         24  worked tirelessly, and this is a first, I want to

         25  thank the New York City Police Department and their
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          2  Legal Division that also worked closely with us on

          3  this bill.

          4                 I urge you to vote for both, and I

          5  want to thank, obviously, the Speaker of the City

          6  Council.

          7                 Yes, Charles, I said thank you to the

          8  NYPD. That's correct.

          9                 I want to thank the Speaker of the

         10  City Council for his leadership and his support on

         11  both these measures, and I encourage my colleagues

         12  to support both Intros. 464 and Intro. 299. Happy

         13  working with you for these first four years. God

         14  bless you all. Thank you.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         16  Member Gerson.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Thank you,

         18  Madam Chair.

         19                 I rise, to no surprise to all, to

         20  address Intro. 397-A, the proposed new Noise Code.

         21  The Code we have before us, the proposed code, in

         22  fact, makes many significant improvements to the

         23  Noise Code which will benefit our City. And for

         24  that, we need to acknowledge the hard work of so

         25  many, but especially our colleague Chair, Jim
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          2  Gennaro, and his team on the Environment Committee.

          3                 Nevertheless, we must note that this

          4  code still contains too many deficiencies and too

          5  many defects which left unredressed will actually

          6  make parts of our City noisier. These are in the

          7  areas of circulation system devices, motorcycles, as

          8  well as construction noise and others.

          9                 I believe, and I have outlined these

         10  in specificity, in memoranda I provided to you, had

         11  the Administration's process allowed us more time

         12  and allowed more community input, we could have

         13  addressed these points.

         14                 Nevertheless, I will withdraw my

         15  opposition and vote aye in recognition of the

         16  improvements and in recognition of several

         17  assurances which we have recently received, most

         18  notably, the protracted rule-making process which

         19  will allow for input and change before

         20  implementation, the commitment from colleagues,

         21  especially the Chair of our Environment Committee

         22  and the Chair of our Public Safety Committee to

         23  pursue legislative redress as needed independently

         24  of rule-making. And most recently, the letter of

         25  assurance we received from the Administration to
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          2  cooperate with a peer review independent expert

          3  panel, which the Speaker will appoint prior to the

          4  closure of this year which can begin its work

          5  immediately.

          6                 Together, and with your input, Madam

          7  Public Advocate, that you get me a second or two

          8  extra --

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: You won't

         10  get me that way.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: We will and we

         12  must, we must be vigilant, and I know we will be

         13  joined by two new colleagues, Dan Garodnick and

         14  Jessica Lappin, Council Members-elect, sitting here

         15  today.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Please,

         17  Council member.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: We must

         19  proceed and monitor this and make the changes

         20  before, necessary before implementation.

         21                 Thank you very much.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: You must

         23  proceed to spend only two minutes talking.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Thank you.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council
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          2  Member Gentile.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Thank you,

          4  Madam Public Advocate.

          5                 I just want to point out to my

          6  colleagues that on the budget modification that we

          7  will be voting on today, it includes a $4 million

          8  allocation for Home Energy Assistance Program

          9  supplements, and that is City money that will be

         10  supplementing federal money that comes to New York

         11  City to assist New Yorkers with their home heating

         12  cost.

         13                 We all know that heating costs this

         14  year will be up 25 to 30 percent over last year, and

         15  there were over 160, I think it was the Public

         16  Advocate's study, that showed over 160,000 New

         17  Yorkers who would otherwise qualify for HEAP that

         18  have not because of the funding issue, that there is

         19  a lack of funding.

         20                 This money from the City will help to

         21  supplement the federal money. Once again, the

         22  federal government has, in short, changed New York

         23  City in its HEAP funding. Now New York City itself

         24  steps up to the plate with this funding of $4

         25  million for the HEAP program.
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          2                 I want to thank my colleagues, I want

          3  to thank the Speaker, I want to thank Larian Angelo

          4  and the Finance staff, and the Mayor's staff also

          5  for producing this budget modification.

          6                 And I think everyone can go back to

          7  the districts and let our constituents know that at

          8  least we have done something to help meet their

          9  energy costs this winter.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         11  Member Brewer.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you very

         13  much.

         14                 I rise in terms of support for 625-A,

         15  which is a bill that will put together a commission

         16  on broadband to go to all five boroughs with the

         17  Mayor's Office and the City Council to talk about

         18  ways that we could create demand and educate

         19  residents about the opportunities.

         20                 This bill came about through the

         21  efforts of the City Council, particularly Bruce Lai,

         22  Michael Santorelli, Jeff Haberman, Freddie Kaplan,

         23  and certainly Marcel Van Ooyen. And also, I want to

         24  thank my colleagues on the Committee. This is the

         25  result of many meetings and much discussed in
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          2  Council Members DeBlasio, James, Sanders and

          3  Boyland. We've been part of a team to bring these

          4  issues to the forefront and this is really the

          5  culmination of much discussion and the Mayor's

          6  Office was helpful in moving this forward.

          7                 I also want to just say in terms of

          8  the Noise Bill, certainly Chuck Meara took all of

          9  the comments from my district and certainly the

         10  leader of the Committee, Council Member Jim Gennaro,

         11  put much effort, as did the noisy but constructive

         12  voice of my colleague Council Member Gerson.

         13                 But I also just want to mention one

         14  person at the Department of Environmental Protection

         15  who is a friend, and I know there are many who

         16  worked on them, but that's Charles Shamone.

         17                 Finally, Peter Jennings is one of the

         18  names that will go up in our City on a sign. It's a

         19  very small tribute to a man who I think changed the

         20  world of media and brought the world to our living

         21  rooms on a daily basis. His wife and children came

         22  to the community board meeting and sat through four

         23  hours of discussion before their time came up, and

         24  it was the eight anniversary of Peter Jennings's and

         25  his wife's anniversary. So, it was a very
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          2  challenging time for her but she sat through the

          3  whole discussion. That's how much this means to the

          4  family.

          5                 Thank you very much.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          7  Member Barron, you wish to vote?

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you for

          9  allowing me to vote aye on all General Order items.

         10  Thank you very much, Madam Chair.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         12                 Council Member Martinez.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Thank you,

         14  Madam Public Advocate.

         15                 Madam Public Advocate, I rise to ask

         16  my colleagues to support three pieces of

         17  legislation, important legislation that are before

         18  us.

         19                 First, we have Intro. 495-A, which is

         20  a legislation that calls for the creation of a no

         21  wake area, establishing a no wake area along the

         22  Harlem River. As you know, there had been an

         23  increase there of water sports, and, unfortunately,

         24  a couple of weeks ago, we had a tragic death due to

         25  strong waste produced by a high speed boat that went
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          2  around the area and we unfortunately lost a life due

          3  to that. So, what we're asking for is the creation

          4  of a no-wake area in that particular portion of the

          5  Harlem River.

          6                 I also want to commend the work of

          7  Council Member Quinn, Intro. 758-A, the Health Care

          8  Social Security Act. I want to commend her staff,

          9  the Counsel for the Committee, for doing an

         10  excellent work in ensuring that through this

         11  legislation, not only do we provide health care for

         12  individuals that work in supermarkets, but we also

         13  protect small supermarkets in our communities that

         14  do not belong to big box stores, and individuals

         15  that have made commitments to our communities when

         16  times were hard, they stayed with their businesses

         17  there, remained with their doors open, and Council

         18  Member Quinn, recognizing the need to preserve and

         19  protect these businesses, went out of her way with

         20  the staff to make some amendment to that.

         21                 I also want to call on my colleagues

         22  to please support Intro. 550-A, which calls on the

         23  Department of Education to report to the City

         24  Council all temporary non-standard classrooms that

         25  are used in the public school system. It's time for
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          2  the Department of Education to start reporting when

          3  they have a storage room that's now a classroom or a

          4  bathroom that's not a classroom, converted into a

          5  classroom.

          6                 We want to know what are classrooms

          7  and what is not. I want to ask my colleague to

          8  support on that. Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         10  Member Sanders.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Thank you,

         12  Madam Public Advocate. I want to stop and draw our

         13  attention to two or three people who are sitting

         14  here today, and that, of course, are members of the

         15  Minority Business Leadership Council, James

         16  Heyliger, Walter Edwards and Lloyd Douglas.

         17                 They're sitting here because today we

         18  finally get around to Intro. 727-A, and like this

         19  meeting, it has been a long journey. It has been

         20  sometimes a torturous journey. It has been one

         21  filled with great words of promise, and a golden

         22  future has been pronounced.

         23                 God willing, we will see these things

         24  come to fruition. I also want to say just like this

         25  meeting, you have stayed the course. The Minority
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          2  Business Leadership Council has been consistent in

          3  this battle saying that there must be an even

          4  playing field in New York City, that all New Yorkers

          5  have every right to participate in every good thing

          6  that New York has to offer, and your steadfastness

          7  for all New Yorkers, be they whatever color, race,

          8  gender, whatever there was, your position was, if

          9  there is any discrimination, let's root it out and

         10  let's find a way to go forward.

         11                 So, I want to commend you for staying

         12  the course, because I believe that your fortitude is

         13  exactly the thing that we needed in this Council,

         14  and it's exactly what we needed to get this bill.

         15                 So, I commend you for that. I commend

         16  all of those people who are involved. You see, I'm

         17  going to stay within my two minutes. I commend

         18  everyone who has been involved with this great

         19  struggle. It has been a historic struggle, one that

         20  we can be happy for for generations.

         21                 I want to take a moment to speak

         22  about 397-A, the Noise Bill, which I have a bill in

         23  there also. I, too, have certain qualms about the

         24  strength of this bill, the things that it is doing.

         25  The information came to me at the last moment.
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          2  However, I respect it and I will vote yes for it.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          4  Council member.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Thank you.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          7  Member Jennings, would you like to vote?

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Thank you,

          9  Madam Public Advocate.

         10                 I'd like to vote aye on all. Thank

         11  you.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         13  Member Rivera, do you want to vote?

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Thank you very

         15  much, Madam Public Advocate. Seeing no objection, I

         16  would like to vote on all today's coupled items.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Thank you.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         20  Member arroyo. You also want to vote, right?

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Yes. I vote

         22  aye on all.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         24  Member Palma.

         25                 So ordered, I'm sorry.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Thank you,

          3  Madam Chair. I wanted permission to vote at this

          4  time.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: I vote aye on

          7  all.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          9                 Council Member Addabbo.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Thank you,

         11  Madam Public Advocate.

         12                 My colleagues, I want to bring your

         13  attention to Intro. 470-A, which is to improve the

         14  tracking of crimes in our parks. And at this point,

         15  I want to take the opportunity to thank my

         16  colleague, Chairman of the Public Safety Committee,

         17  Peter Vallone, Jr., and its staff for a great job

         18  well done in getting this through and negotiating

         19  with the Administration.

         20                 I also want to thank New Yorkers for

         21  Parks in their persistence, and thank my colleagues

         22  for co-sponsoring and voting on it today. Because if

         23  we do track crimes in our parks better, it means a

         24  safer City and safer parks. So, I thank you very

         25  much.
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          2                 Thank you.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          4  Member James.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: I would like

          6  all of the members, to bring their attention to SLR

          7  144 and 145. On June 23rd, 2005, the United States

          8  Supreme Court made the worst ruling against private

          9  property owners in the history of this nation.

         10                 The Court said that government has

         11  the constitutional right to condemn property

         12  belonging to a private individual and transfer it to

         13  another private individual, as long as the

         14  government has a plan that justifies eminent domain

         15  on the basis of economic development where the

         16  public will be benefitted by increased tax revenues.

         17                 I concur with the opinion of Justice

         18  O'Connor who basically said any property may now be

         19  taken for the benefit of another private party.

         20                 This decision will not be random. The

         21  beneficiaries are likely to be those citizens with

         22  disproportionate influence and power in the

         23  political process, including large corporations and

         24  development firms.

         25                 She is right on point. This is urban
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          2  development 2005, urban development which has

          3  destroyed a significant number of communities

          4  throughout this nation.

          5                 A significant number of states across

          6  this nation have responded to this Kaylo Decision,

          7  including the State of New York. These two

          8  resolutions just ask that this body support these

          9  two pieces of legislation being sponsored by

         10  Assemblyman Brodsky and Senator Flannigan in the

         11  State Senate.

         12                 They also go on to say that I also

         13  support the intro which establishes a Citywide

         14  program that is designed to create real

         15  opportunities for Minority and Women Businesses in

         16  City contracting.

         17                 Let me salute Mr. Edwards, Mr.

         18  Douglas and Mr. Heyliger. It's important to note

         19  that this is not a quota system. This is not a set

         20  aside. This is not a preference vote. A preference

         21  pricing. This is a fair and equitable system in

         22  response to racial and gender disparities that exist

         23  unfortunately in the City of New York.

         24                 Congratulations, Councilman Sanders

         25  and Councilman Jackson.
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          2                 Thank you.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          4  Member Boyland.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Thank you.

          6                 I'll be quick and brief, but I'd like

          7  to acknowledge Michael Osham who is here from the

          8  Child Welfare Organization. Thank you very much.

          9                 We're here to support Intro. 492,

         10  which creates a voice for parents in the child

         11  welfare system. We're trying to go out with a blast

         12  on the Women's Issues Committee.  As we push forth,

         13  492 creates this, an advisory committee for parents

         14  with experience in the Child Welfare System.

         15                 This Committee was committed to the

         16  aspects of the ACS policies, procedures and training

         17  practices. For many years the child welfare system

         18  has been too quick to break families apart.

         19                 While the current Commissioner and

         20  the Mayor have been very good with focusing on

         21  neighborhood-based services and giving communities

         22  the resources that they need to keep families

         23  together, we want to make sure that these practices

         24  continue beyond the current administration.

         25                 So, parent involvement is a part of
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          2  Head Start, as well as the mental retardation and

          3  development disability system. New York State family

          4  policy states that families who are consumers of

          5  services should be partners in the planning,

          6  delivery and evaluation of this service.

          7                 So, I'm happy that today in the City

          8  Council, as I leave and we depart, that we're still

          9  leaving a legacy to support families in New York.

         10                 I would also like to thank Council

         11  Member Bill DeBlasio, his staff, Jackie Sherman, all

         12  of those that helped put this together, Bakku,

         13  Caravella, Joan, Steve, Anthony, Alexis, and

         14  especially Mike for bringing so wondering and

         15  bringing this legislation to me.

         16                 Thank you very much.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         18  Member Liu.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Thank you very

         20  much, Madam Public Advocate.

         21                 I'm very proud to support a wide

         22  ranging set of bills that we're passing today. With

         23  respect to Intro. 464-A. I just wanted to voice a

         24  minor reservation about this bill. That would

         25  require translating school documents for parents.
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          2                 You know, as a kid I didn't always do

          3  everything that my teachers asked me to do, and so

          4  occasionally I would get a note sent home from the

          5  teacher, you know, once every so often, perhaps a

          6  note from the principal's office, and when I brought

          7  it home, it was my job to translate it for my

          8  parents. And my parents were always so happy to get

          9  notes home, sent home from my teachers and my

         10  principals, and I feel like by voting for this bill,

         11  I'm almost taking something away from the school

         12  kids of today, that I was able to enjoy as a school

         13  kid myself.

         14                 Of course, I'm a parent now with a

         15  kid in public schools, and I have a slightly

         16  different perspective. This is an important bill.

         17  It's important as we encourage our parents to pay

         18  attention to what's happening with their own kid's

         19  education, that they be able to understand basic

         20  documents provided by the Department of Education.

         21                 This is in line with Intro. 38, which

         22  I was proud to pass last year with the able support

         23  from the advocate organizations who were able to

         24  make sure that Intro. 464-A passes, and so I will

         25  proudly vote on this bill, and I want to thank the
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          2  advocates, Council Member Monserrate for his

          3  leadership, and the Chairperson of our Education

          4  Committee, Eva Moskowitz.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          6  Member Lanza.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Thank you,

          8  Madam Public Advocate.

          9                 John, you don't have to worry, Korean

         10  didn't make the cut, unfortunately.

         11                 I rise to express my opposition to

         12  Intro. 464-A. I don't oppose this bill because it

         13  wastes money or bloats the bureaucracy, it's not the

         14  first time that's happened around here.

         15                 I oppose it because it sends the

         16  wrong message. It says that you don't need to learn

         17  English. And the fact of the matter is, all the

         18  research proves that if you don't learn English in

         19  this country, you're going to diminish your

         20  opportunities, not just today, but throughout your

         21  entire life. And that's wrong.

         22                 I sit on the Education Committee.

         23  Over the last four years, hundreds, if not thousands

         24  of people have come before that Committee to express

         25  their dissatisfaction with the educational system.
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          2  And I believe that the problems in the system are

          3  due in part to policies like this that take the

          4  focus and the resources out of the classroom.

          5                 I didn't know that we had an extra

          6  $20 million in education dollars lying around. I'm

          7  sure you didn't know that either.

          8                 I'm sure that if you had known that

          9  when we discussed the budget some time ago, you

         10  would have come up with, I think, and I hope better

         11  ideas to spend this money than on this type of bill.

         12                 I urge you to vote against this bill.

         13  Let's take a step back. Let's spend this money on

         14  ways to really improve the education of our

         15  children. Let's spend this $20 million on teaching

         16  them math and science and history, and if you want

         17  to help the children who don't speak English, let's

         18  use this money to teach them to speak English.

         19                 That is something that will really

         20  and truly help them throughout their lives.

         21                 Let me make on last point. When

         22  parents come to you and they ask you why there isn't

         23  an arts program, or a music program or a reading

         24  program or books in their school, be honest with

         25  them. Tell them you spent $20 million printing
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          2  report cards in foreign languages.

          3                 Thank you.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          5  Member Gallagher.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Thank you.

          7  Let me say that I'd like to be associated with the

          8  comments of my colleague Anthony Lanza, and I, too,

          9  am calling for this Council to oppose Intro. 464.

         10                 While Andy has done a great job in

         11  talking about the issue of whether or not this bill

         12  should even be in existence, I want to talk about

         13  the fiscal impact of this.

         14                 I want to talk about the $20 million,

         15  $20 million that are going to be spent on this

         16  project.

         17                 Twenty-million dollars, folks, could

         18  have gone a long way to hire some of those

         19  paraprofessionals that we all cried about and yelled

         20  about and screamed about that were removed from the

         21  classroom.

         22                 Twenty-million dollars, folks, would

         23  have reopened the fire houses all across the City of

         24  New York that many people stood on the steps of this

         25  hall and said that we would do all in our power to
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          2  find money for public safety in this City.

          3                 Twenty-million dollars would be great

          4  if it was spent in the classroom educating our

          5  children.

          6                 This bill is fiscally irresponsible.

          7  It sends the wrong message. The Department of

          8  Education should be spending its money instructing

          9  our children. This bill is a gimmick that will do

         10  nothing, absolutely nothing to help the children in

         11  the classroom, but will cost the taxpayers a ton of

         12  money and further increase the educational

         13  bureaucracy.

         14                 So, folks, stand up for what's right

         15  today, oppose Intro. 464.

         16                 I just want to leave you with just

         17  one quote, "Great nations, no matter how ethically

         18  diverse, have a common bond that units its people

         19  socially, commercially, and politically. That common

         20  bond is language. And we should do everything in our

         21  power to encourage that commonality, rather than to

         22  destroy it."

         23                 Ladies and gentlemen, my colleagues,

         24  this bill helps destroy that commonality.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council
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          2  Member Avella.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Thank you,

          4  madam Public Advocate.

          5                 Two items. One, I'd like to bring to

          6  my colleagues attention Land Use No. 594 and Reso

          7  1309. It's another important rezoning, this one in

          8  the community of Whitestone, and in the interest of

          9  full disclosure, let me, for the record state that I

         10  own a home in this rezoned area.

         11                 But what I'd really like to talk

         12  about, ladies and gentlemen in this body, is the

         13  fact that today we are approving the recommendation

         14  of the Mayor to appoint Chris Collins to the Board

         15  of Standards and Appeals.

         16                 Chris, it has been my privilege as

         17  Chair of Zoning to work with Chris since I was

         18  elected. He's worked with the Council Land Use

         19  Division for 13 years, and, you know, we have taken

         20  great pride in all the rezonings that we have done

         21  throughout the entire City, while Chris has been a

         22  big part of that, and I want to thank Chris and I

         23  know he'll be a big asset to an agency that some of

         24  us sometimes are very critical of.

         25                 Congratulations, Chris. We're sorry
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          2  to miss you, but we will be working with you at BSA.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing

          4  nobody else, let's move on to the next section.

          5                 Report of Special Committees.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Reports of

          8  Standing Committees.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         10  Committee on Contracts.

         11                 Intro. 534-A.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

         13  on the General Order Calendar.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 536-A.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 544-A.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 545-A.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 552-A.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 727-A.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         25  Committee on Environmental Protection.
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          2                 Intro. 397-A.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

          4  with a message of necessity.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

          6  reso 1299.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 744.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         11  Committee on Finance.

         12                 Intro. 345.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 751.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 762.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 763.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 764-A.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled. Amended and

         22  coupled, rather.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         24  Intro. 774.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered M

          3  724 and companion Reso 1302.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered M

          6  725 and Reso 1303.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

          9  LU 665 and Reso 1304.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         12  LU 666 and companion Reso 1305.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         15  Committee on General Welfare.

         16                 Intro. 492-A.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         19  Committee on Health.

         20                 Intro. 480-A.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 696.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 758-A.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

          3  Committee on Land Use.

          4                 Intro. 750-A.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 569 and

          7  companion Reso 1306.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 571 and

         10  companion Reso 1307.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 518 and

         13  companion Reso 1308 to LU 636 and companion Reso

         14  1317 on page six.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 640 and

         17  companion Reso 1318 through LU 663 and companion

         18  Reso 1327 on page seven.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         21  LU 667 and companion Reso 1328.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         24  LU 668 and companion Reso 1329 through preconsidered

         25  LU 671 and companion Reso 132.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: 1332.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Yes, that's coupled

          5  too.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

          7  Committee on Parks and Recreation.

          8                 Intro. 746-A.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         11  Committee on Public Safety.

         12                 Intro. 299-A.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 470-A.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 556-A.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 663-A.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         21  Committee on Rules, Privileges and Elections.

         22                 M-690 and companion Reso 1333.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered M

         25  721 and companion Reso 1334.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

          4  Committee on State and Federal Legislation.

          5                 SLR 144 and SLR 145.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

          8  Committee on Technology In Government.

          9                 Intro. 625-A.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         12  Committee on Transportation.

         13                 Intro. 495-A.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: General

         16  Order Calendar.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 464-A.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 521-A.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: Laid over.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 550-A.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 619-A.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 731-A.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Laid over.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 620 and

          4  companion Reso 1335.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Resolution

          7  appointing various persons Commissioner of Deeds.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          9  General Order Calendar.

         10                 At this point I'd ask the clerk to

         11  call the roll on all items coupled on the General

         12  Order Calendar.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye on all,

         15  with the exception of Intro. 464-A, I abstain.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye on all,

         18  except Intro. 464-A, no.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: I encourage

         21  my colleagues to vote on Intro. 494, and I vote aye

         22  on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         24                 (No response.)

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Madam Public

          3  Advocate, just a moment to acknowledge some folks

          4  who have made it possible for this legislation to

          5  come forward today?

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you.

          8                 I want to just acknowledge two

          9  attorneys that work with our committees to make sure

         10  that Intro. 727-A will be presented today, voted on

         11  today, passed today, and that is none other than Rob

         12  Newman of the Contracts Committee, and former

         13  counsel Beverly Reed of the Economic Development

         14  Committee. Both of these attorneys really worked

         15  under pressure to make sure that we would move

         16  forward as a City with the progressive piece of

         17  legislation crafted in the spirit and with the

         18  intent of the disparity study that was done by this

         19  body, and I want to thank them very much for their

         20  hard work, their dedication, they commitment.

         21                 Having said that, Madam Public

         22  Advocate, I vote aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye on all,

          3  especially Intro. 727-A dealing with minority and

          4  women contracting in the City.

          5                 I want to congratulate all of the

          6  people that were involved in the long and arduous

          7  process to bring that to fruition, and we still have

          8  miles to go because we need to make sure that the

          9  Mayor's Office now puts the resources and the money

         10  behind the legislation to ensure that the agencies

         11  that will now have to do the reporting do it in a

         12  timely manner, that the Office of Small Business

         13  Services actually has the power and teeth to follow

         14  up on ensuring that these statistics are gathered

         15  and their compliance is rendered against anyone

         16  that's not following through with this legislation.

         17                 And I want to congratulate all of the

         18  other many pieces of legislation that are being

         19  passed today.

         20                 And also, Chris Collins, who will be

         21  moving on to the Board of Standards and Appeals,

         22  congratulations, a person that is moving from this

         23  body to another position of importance with this

         24  City. We will miss you here at the Council, but we

         25  know that you will be   a friend to us as the
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          2  Commissioner of the Boards of Standards and Appeals.

          3                 I vote aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Madam Public

          6  Advocate, permission to explain my vote?

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Thank you.

          9                 I just wanted to note, you know, it's

         10  the very last day of the session and people should

         11  be particularly proud at the kind of bills we're

         12  passing, many of which are literally and truly

         13  historic. It goes without saying that the Noise Code

         14  and the work that Jim Gennaro has done on that is

         15  going to change lives of all New Yorkers for the

         16  better.

         17                 Obviously, what we're doing today in

         18  MWBE, and I want to thank James Sanders, Jr., and

         19  Robert Jackson among so many others, this will

         20  profoundly improve our City.

         21                 Gale Brewer deserves incredible

         22  respect and appreciation for what she has done on

         23  broadband, because this is really a fundamental

         24  civil right, human right issue, making sure all

         25  people have the same access and this legislation
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          2  will start us down that road.

          3                 I want to thank my good friend Tracy

          4  Boyland for what she has done through the General

          5  Welfare Committee with the Parent Advocate Advisory

          6  Council bill and I want to thank the Counsel of our

          7  Committee, Jackie Sherman, and another important

          8  step forward for parents voice in terms of what

          9  happens with their children.

         10                 And to Council Member Chris Quinn, a

         11  very, very important piece of legislation, the Child

         12  Fatality Review Legislation. Again, this will help

         13  us protect and serve children better, that is

         14  fundamental to our mission.

         15                 Miguel Martinez, the No Wake Bill.

         16  Health and safety. Taking a very important step

         17  there.

         18                 And I want to thank Hiram Monserrate,

         19  and commend him for the Language Assistance Bill

         20  which will help parents play a more active role in

         21  education of their children.

         22                 I think these are all fundamental and

         23  important pieces of legislation, among with so many

         24  others we're passing today.

         25                 Lastly, I want to ask everyone to
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          2  support a piece of legislation I introduced, 534-A,

          3  creating an Office of Environmental Purchasing. I

          4  want to thank Chairman Gennaro for his work in

          5  making that a reality. This is one of the ways that

          6  we make sure that we use the vast purchasing power

          7  of New York City, to protect our environment going

          8  forward.

          9                 And if you ever want to know what the

         10  public sector can do to make an impact on people's

         11  lives, look at our $50 billion budget and imagine

         12  what we can do to shape the private sector and the

         13  way it makes its decisions through that purchasing

         14  power. This is a step in that direction.

         15                 So, thank you, and I vote aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Madam Public

         18  Advocate, may I have a brief moment to explain my

         19  vote?

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Madam Public

         22  Advocate, before I vote, I just would like to wish

         23  that my colleagues that are also leaving, wish them

         24  well and wish them only good things in the future.

         25                 That also includes Christopher
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          2  Collins, who served the Land Use Committee very

          3  well. Congratulations to him on being named

          4  Commissioner of VSA.

          5                 And Madam Advocate, I want to say on

          6  Intro. 397-A, which is the Noise Code Bill, that the

          7  process in which this bill was closed left a lot to

          8  be desired with me.

          9                 The bill pretty much closed

         10  yesterday, and the manner in which members were

         11  briefed here I think could be greatly improved upon

         12  when bills closed at such a late hour at the end of

         13  sessions.

         14                 I just think in general process, this

         15  body, whoever, the next Speaker is, needs to improve

         16  on that process.

         17                 You know, I was briefed today on the

         18  bill by both sides, by the Council and the

         19  Administration, but there needs to be a better

         20  process on briefing everyone on legislation of this

         21  magnitude that's so important that could levy

         22  potential fines on numerous things, that we be

         23  briefed before these bills close and not be affected

         24  to only be briefed after we fuss and complain about

         25  the process which I did today.
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          2                 So, you know, I did get briefed, and

          3  because I was briefed on that by both sides, and

          4  it's a message of necessity for the Mayor, and there

          5  was a briefing with me, I'm going to vote yes on

          6  that. But I'm going to make it very, very clear in

          7  the future, that if any other bill closes like this

          8  and I have a problem with it, that if I get briefed

          9  on the same day, you know, there's no talking me out

         10  of it next time and I will vote no and I don't care

         11  who tells me how important it is.

         12                 On Intro. 299-A, I'm going to vote

         13  no. I understand that my colleagues, Peter Vallone

         14  and Hiram Monserrate did a lot to make this bill

         15  better. I'm talking about their graffiti bill. But I

         16  just think principally that the bill --

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Time,

         18  Council member.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: And I'm going

         20  to go on because I could have laid this item aside

         21  for debate, and you know, I didn't do it, but I'm

         22  going to go on and I'm going to say my piece on

         23  this, because next time, you know, if I'm told to

         24  shut up, I will lay the item aside for debate and

         25  I'll get ten minutes and I don't care who has to
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          2  wait and listen to me speak.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          4  Member, I said at the beginning of this at the

          5  beginning we allowed the accolades to the departing

          6  members and that this is a different issue, so we're

          7  restricting to two minutes.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Madam Advocate,

          9  my anger here, I apologize, is not directed towards

         10  you. I want to make that clear from me to you

         11  personally. But my anger here is on the internal

         12  process that needs to be improved, and members are

         13  basically told to shut up and I really do not think

         14  it's fair.

         15                 I've been quite about this for a

         16  long, and I think I'm coming to the end of my

         17  patience on processes like this. And I've been

         18  quiet. I'm not that radical of a person, but if this

         19  type of stuff continues in the next session with the

         20  next Speaker, I'm just letting it be known early

         21  that I'm not going to, I'm not going to, while it

         22  may go forward, don't count me as an automatic yes.

         23                 So, you know, in respect to you,

         24  Madam Advocate, I will end my comments. I will vote.

         25                 No on 299-A; no on 751-A, and aye on
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          2  all the others.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

          4  Council Member.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: I vote aye on

          7  all, except for Intro. 758-A, Intro. 464-A, and

          8  Intro. 727-A. I vote no on those three items.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Madam Public

         11  Advocate, may I be briefly excused to explain my

         12  vote?

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: On the Noise

         15  Code, I have a great deal of sympathy for the

         16  comments that were made by Council Member Dilan.

         17                 I guess to some degree I guess I

         18  should have integrated myself into that process just

         19  a little bit earlier, but I have concerns about

         20  things that the Code doesn't do, and I have concerns

         21  about some things it did do.

         22                 You know, and I don't know that we

         23  really got a chance to really debate them out.

         24                 I'm not a member of the Environmental

         25  Protection Committee, and I know Council Member
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          2  Gerson is looking to see to it that we review these

          3  changes we make in a year to see whether or not they

          4  were practical and were effective. And I agree with

          5  that suggestion.

          6                 I also have the highest regard for

          7  Council Member Gennaro, who chairs this Committee

          8  and as an expression of my faith in him and his

          9  leadership, I am going to vote yes.

         10                 I vote aye on all, with the exception

         11  of SLR 145 on which I abstain.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: I vote aye on

         14  all. And I would like to thank Council Member

         15  Addabbo, Council Member Vallone, and his staff, and

         16  New Yorkers for Parks for Intro. 470-A.

         17                 Thank you.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Madam

         20  Public Advocate, may I be temporarily excused to

         21  explain my vote?

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: I kind of

         24  wish there was a process that I can give my two

         25  minutes here to Council Member Dilan because I
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          2  thought he was on a roll and he had some very

          3  important things to say, but since the Council rules

          4  don't allow me to do so, I can't. But, Erik, I'm

          5  with you there on that.

          6                 I do want to say that it appears that

          7  Intro. 464-A will pass today, and having said that,

          8  I'd like to just send a message to Mayor Bloomberg

          9  that I certainly hope that you veto this

         10  legislation, and I hope that the people throughout

         11  the City of New York that want to see their

         12  education money spent wisely and in the classroom,

         13  speak up and have your voices heard.

         14                 Make sure that you write your elected

         15  officials and contact the Mayor. This battle has

         16  more life in it and I think that together we could

         17  bring people to their senses and understand that

         18  this money could be spent another way that's better.

         19                 You know, it's funny, when I was

         20  walking in today I was offered a stricker. Council

         21  Member Monserrate offered me a sticker here for the

         22  Open the Schoolhouse Doors. It's only written in two

         23  languages, Hiram. It was probably too expensive to

         24  write it in seven, eight or nine and produce it.

         25                 Folks, it may be humorous to say
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          2  things like that, but closing firehouses, watching

          3  our seniors meals be going to frozen meals in

          4  different boroughs, seeing paraprofessionals removed

          5  from the classroom and all the horrible things that

          6  we're going to see as we go to Fiscal Year '07 with

          7  a $2.5 billion deficit, and here we are forcing an

          8  unfunded mandate upon ourself which will be $20

          9  million less that we will be able to spend on

         10  important services throughout the City of New York.

         11                 So, I am going to be voting no on

         12  Intro. 464-A, no on Intro. 727-A, and while I have

         13  some reservations about 299-A, overall I'm going to

         14  support the bill with a message that if this is

         15  going to be used to further harass and aggravate

         16  property owners with onerous fines, then I will be

         17  the first person to repeal Intro. 299.

         18                 With reference to the Noise Code,

         19  while I abstained in Committee, I had an opportunity

         20  to review the changes --

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         22  member, please.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: -- Of the

         24  bill and I'm supportive of the bill, as well.

         25                 So, aye on all coupled general
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          2  orders, with the exception of Intro. 727-A, 464-A.

          3  Thank you.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Madam Public

          6  Advocate, I wish to speak on my vote.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: If I had a

          9  voice, I would do that. Thank you.

         10                 I wish to join the chorus of people

         11  praising Chris Collins. I know he'll be great at

         12  BSA. Thank you. Thank you, Gifford. And I'm very

         13  grateful to have worked with Chris for so many

         14  years. And I'm 15 years with the Council, and so I

         15  look forward to working with him in BSA and I wish

         16  him all the best.

         17                 I want to follow-up on Councilman

         18  DeBlasio's comments regarding the environmental

         19  purchasing bills, 534-A, sponsored by Bill DeBlasio,

         20  556-A sponsored by me, 544-A by Chris Quinn, 545-A

         21  Domenic Recchia, 552-A by Eva Moskowitz, these are

         22  great bills and we're doing a wonderful thing today

         23  in passing them. I urge support of those.

         24                 With regard to the Noise Bill, during

         25  my comments on the floor earlier, I neglected to
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          2  mention the great work of Haeda Mihaltses, by Karen

          3  Meara and Chris Manning of the Mayor's Office, all

          4  of whom helped so much on so many late nights. Susan

          5  Petito from the Health Depart -- the Police

          6  Department, and Deputy Commissioner Bob Avaltroni,

          7  who working very late last night, getting prepared

          8  for today's vote on the bill, was unfortunately

          9  injured in a car accident at 3:00 a.m. last night.

         10  He was briefly hospitalized. He's home resting

         11  comfortably. So, our thoughts are certainly with Bob

         12  who is a real pro of this Noise Bill, also a very

         13  close personal friend of mine.

         14                 I wish to vote yes on all items, with

         15  the exception of Intro. 464-A in which I vote no.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: I vote yes on

         18  all, except 464-A I vote no.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: May I be

         21  excused temporarily to explain my vote?

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Thank you,

         24  Madam Public Advocate.

         25                 I want to be associated with the
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          2  content and tenor of the remarks of my colleague

          3  Council Member Erik Dilan.

          4                 I spoke earlier of the substantive

          5  defects and deficiencies in the Noise Code before

          6  us, as well as of its good points. But I do need to

          7  address the process, and I do, on the one hand

          8  commend the Administration and particular

          9  Commissioner Lloyd and her team for the last-minute

         10  consultations which did take place with our office

         11  and other concerned groups.

         12                 Those consultations were way too late

         13  in the game. And as the record of the hearing which

         14  took place revealed, there were apparently

         15  consultations with certain interested parties going

         16  back at least to Thanksgiving, interested Council

         17  members and community groups and community boards

         18  were not give the same access to the DEP and to its

         19  process, and we were informed of significant changes

         20  literally in the wee hours of the nights before, we

         21  were asked to vote on those changes.

         22                 That is no way to do business with

         23  respect to something that is so important to so many

         24  New Yorkers.

         25                 I will vote aye in order to move the
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          2  process ahead, recognizing that we do have an

          3  opportunity for amendment and change and recognizing

          4  the commitment of the Administration to fully

          5  cooperate with the peer panel which this Council

          6  will establish before the end of this year, and

          7  actually as it turns out, Council Member Fidler will

          8  begin its work immediately, virtually immediately,

          9  or as soon as possible in the next calendar year.

         10                 On that basis, and, again, with a

         11  commitment of all to meet the necessary changes

         12  before implementation of the Code, I vote aye on

         13  that, and all matters before us.

         14                 Thank you.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Madam Public

         17  Advocate, I'd like permission to explain my vote?

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: On Intro.

         20  397-

         21  A, I just wanted to say that just as my colleague

         22  Erik Dilan explained, I have to ask a lot of

         23  questions, and as I entered today City Hall, I had a

         24  lot of questions on this particular Intro, and I am

         25  going to continue to do that as the years go on, and
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          2  I just want to say the staff was very willing and

          3  very forthcoming with respect to answering my

          4  questions. And when we vote on bills here, sometimes

          5  we're voting on bills because it's so fast a pace,

          6  we tend to not ask the questions and then later on

          7  we're going to put our districts for our City in a

          8  position of vulnerability.

          9                 So, as long as staff are willing to

         10  answer the questions, as they have, I have no

         11  problem. But remember that Gonzalez will ask the

         12  questions and I will continue to do it for the next

         13  four years, and I just want to vote aye on all.

         14                 Thank you.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Madam Chair,

         17  may I be excused to explain my vote?

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you,

         20  Madam Chair.

         21                 My colleagues, this afternoon we're

         22  passing historic legislation, Intro. 727-A, Minority

         23  Woman-Owned Business Enterprizes.

         24                 And let me just say, this has been a

         25  long time coming, and my colleagues, Council Member
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          2  James Sanders, Jr., the Chair of the Economic

          3  Development Committee, deserves a yeoman's applause

          4  for him carrying this bill through today. He is the

          5  lead sponsor.

          6                 But there are a lot of other people

          7  that have been involved, including the New York City

          8  Council Black, Latino and Asian Caucus, in which I

          9  co-chair with my colleague Hiram Monserrate, but

         10  then there are other stakeholders and study teams

         11  and individuals that have been involved, a study

         12  team of Mason Tillman Associates, Eleanor Ramsey,

         13  and Edward Norton, the Medgar Evers College team,

         14  Dean John Flatow, Esmeralda Simmons, and also the

         15  stakeholders, Earl Walker, Celeste Morris, Jim

         16  Heyliger, Lloyd Douglas, Walter Edwards, Alfred

         17  Posetis, and also, without the Administration's

         18  help, we would not be moving this bill forward in

         19  the type of unity in which we are.

         20                 So, I thank Bob Walsh or Andy

         21  Schwartz, Marla Simpson and her staff. And of

         22  course, Karen Meara, who is here also from the

         23  Mayor's side. She led that particular team. But also

         24  would not have been possible for Beverly Reed, our

         25  former counsel to the Economic Development. Mike

                                                            140

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  Nieves. Mike, is he here? Thank you, Mike, for all

          3  of the work you have done in moving forward this

          4  piece of legislation. And without a doubt, it would

          5  not have been done without Robert Newman, and so

          6  Robert and everyone, I thank you for moving this

          7  bill forward, and I look forward to having the Mayor

          8  sign it into law on December 29th.

          9                 So, thank you all, on behalf of all

         10  of the people of New York City for helping minority

         11  and woman-owned businesses to increase their

         12  business in New York City.

         13                 Thank you.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Madam Public

         16  Advocate, may I be excused to explain my vote?

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Thank you.

         19                 New York State has the most

         20  developer-friendly eminent domain laws in the

         21  country, and I recognize that eminent domain can be

         22  used for the greater good, but eminent domain in the

         23  State of New York has been abused.

         24                 Often times eminent domain has been

         25  associated with Robert Moses. Robert Moses who built
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          2  the Cross Bronx Expressway, Lincoln Center, the New

          3  York Coliseum and much more.

          4                 However, if Mr. Moses had his way,

          5  where SoHo sits would have been a highway, a cluster

          6  of towers would have been in the West Village

          7  instead of what is there now.

          8                 It's really important that we impose

          9  checks and balances to ensure that eminent domain is

         10  used for the public good.

         11                 Let me also go on to again support

         12  727 and say this is a bill which would enhance

         13  opportunities for minority and women businesses,

         14  will go a long way in addressing the high rate of

         15  unemployment of people of color, and God bless the

         16  child that has its own. This is really a bill to

         17  empower people who have been historically excluded,

         18  and I congratulate Councilman Sanders, and

         19  Councilman Jackson and to all the stakeholders

         20  involved.

         21                 I vote aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: I vote aye on

         24  all, with a special congratulations to the Counsel

         25  of the Land Use Committee Chris Collins, who really
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          2  you should know that almost over 12 members of the

          3  Council showed up, I believe it was, to the Rules

          4  Committee in order to pay him accolades. And it

          5  truly is a tribute to him, to the experience that

          6  we've had with him at the New York City Council.

          7                 We know that he will be a fair

          8  advocate at the BSA. We know that he will be a great

          9  asset to the City of New York and to the people that

         10  we represent.

         11                 We wish him all the luck in the world

         12  there.

         13                 I vote aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: I vote no on

         18  Intro. 758, 727-A and 464-A and aye on the rest.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Madam Public

         25  Advocate, may I be excused to explain my vote?
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Thank you,

          4  Madam Public Advocate.

          5                 I will be voting aye on all

          6  legislation, but I particularly want to speak on

          7  legislation 464-A.

          8                 Madam Public Advocate, it is not a

          9  waste of resources nor money, we're trying to ensure

         10  that all families and all students in the public

         11  school system have access to the information for

         12  parents to be informed of the public school system.

         13                 You know, as a result of the many

         14  changes in the public school system, there are many

         15  parents that are confused. I know that I don't know

         16  everyone in my district, because there are so many

         17  changes that are taking place in the region, and I

         18  could imagine how a parent may not have access to

         19  the language or may not speak the language by which

         20  the documents are being printed may feel.

         21                 So, it is with great pride that I

         22  support 464-A, because when we say leave no child

         23  behind, let's not leave no child and no family

         24  behind that is in our public school system.

         25                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Thank you,

          4  Madam Public Advocate.

          5                 I request leave to explain my vote.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: When we came

          8  into office as a class of 2002 to create new Council

          9  members, we were certainly the underclassmen and the

         10  upper classmen whom we bid due to this afternoon

         11  took us under their wings and they taught us a lot

         12  of really good stuff. And they taught us that if you

         13  believe in what you do, you will do what you

         14  believe. And they've taught us to stand up for

         15  principal, and that you can make a difference. And I

         16  want to thank Council Members Miller and Perkins and

         17  Reed and Moskowitz and Boyland and Provenzano and

         18  Lopez for being great upperclassmen and women, and

         19  showing us the ropes. Sometimes they hazed us a

         20  little bit and made us do things that we may not

         21  have been so prone to do, but we learned a lot and

         22  we thanked them as they pass the torch until we

         23  continue in the spirit of this great body.

         24                 I also just want to point out that

         25  it's really incredible that on this day, all of the
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          2  great things that we're doing, and the great bills

          3  that we're voting on, certainly once again there's a

          4  package of zoning changes which are very important

          5  to Staten Island, and all of the other bills that

          6  we're doing are making the City of New York a better

          7  place.

          8                 But I think we should also be

          9  mindful, because as we look at the bill on street

         10  name changes, we're reminded of all those that we've

         11  lost in the near and distant past and many of those

         12  people wore uniforms, uniforms of the uniformed

         13  services of the City of New York, and uniforms of

         14  our armed services. And think about it, we're still

         15  doing bills naming streets after emergency workers

         16  and civilians who were killed in 9/11.

         17                 So, as we come into the holiday

         18  period, let us be thankful for all that we have. Let

         19  us be thankful for all those who put on a uniform

         20  every day, whether it's here in New York City or

         21  over in Iraq or in Afghanistan or anyone else in the

         22  world, to give us the right to be New Yorkers and to

         23  enjoy the fruits and benefits of that, and let us

         24  keep them in mind and let me just wish to all a

         25  Merry Christmas and happy holidays and a happy and
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          2  blessed new year. And may God continue to keep our

          3  departing colleagues to hold them in the hollow of

          4  his hand.

          5                 Having said that, I vote aye on all,

          6  except for 464-A, I vote no. And I abstain on SLR

          7  145-A, 9043.  Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Madam

         10  Public Advocate, permission to explain my vote?

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Thank you.

         13                 First and foremost, let me also echo

         14  some of the concerns regarding the Noise Bill and

         15  the manner in which it was presented.

         16                 I'm going to nonetheless vote in the

         17  affirmative for it, with the understanding that

         18  we'll be working on some amendments in January, and

         19  I thank the staff.

         20                 But particularly I rise in support of

         21  Intro. 464-A, the Language Access Bill, which

         22  provides essential services for immigrant families.

         23                 Forty percent of this City now is

         24  either immigrant or children of immigrants here in

         25  our City, and may face many challenges on our public
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          2  school system. And statistics have shown that

          3  parental involvement is key, is key for the

          4  prosperous education of our children.

          5                 Supporting this bill is making an

          6  important investment in the education of young

          7  children, hundreds of that need our support and I

          8  encourage and I ask all my colleagues who have not

          9  voted to vote in favor of this important measure.

         10                 Thank you very much.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: I want to

         13  take a moment to explain my vote.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: I just want

         16  to vote aye on all with a special congratulation to

         17  all the sponsors and a special note of appreciation

         18  for 464-A.

         19                 I want to associate with all the

         20  wonderful remarks made by my colleagues with regard

         21  to that piece, particular piece of legislation. You

         22  know, the hallmark of this great City is how we have

         23  always opened our arms to be more and more inclusive

         24  and recognize more and more the ways in which we can

         25  bring people into the process and facilitate, make
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          2  easier for them, the opportunity to be as much a

          3  part of the success of this City as possible.

          4                 This legislation is another important

          5  step in that direction that recognizes that

          6  barriers, language barriers are artificial and can

          7  be removed through an enlightened legislative body

          8  such as this, and thereby opened up opportunities

          9  for those who might otherwise be left behind.

         10                 So, emphasizing the remarks of my

         11  colleague Martinez, let's not leave no child behind,

         12  especially on the basis of language.

         13                 Thank you.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: If I may be

         16  excused to explain my vote?

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: First I want to

         19  congratulate Council Member Jackson on the very

         20  important MWBE bill we're passing today. That's hard

         21  to say. And also congratulate Chairman Gennaro on

         22  the important Noise Code that we're passing today.

         23                 I want to thank my staff, and I don't

         24  know if she's still here, but Carol Amaranz from

         25  Montefiore Hospital in the Bronx for their hard work
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          2  and leadership in bringing us to the Child Fatality

          3  Review Team legislation we're passing today, and

          4  also particularly Chris Manning from the Mayor's

          5  Office who has helped us get to a place where we

          6  could have a bill that everyone could support.

          7                 I want to congratulate and wish the

          8  best of luck to Chris Collins at the Board of

          9  Standards and Appeals. We all should be as well

         10  respected as Chris to have the tremendously

         11  wonderful things that were said about him about all

         12  of us when we move on.

         13                 And to Speaker Miller and the rest of

         14  my colleagues who are moving on, after today my

         15  Grandfather Callahan had a saying he used to say,

         16  which was "good-bye, good luck, God bless you, and

         17  that's all I have to say." I vote aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Madam Public

         20  Advocate, may I be excused to explain my vote?

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Today we're

         23  voting on Intro. 545, which will require the City to

         24  follow federal guidelines in the purchasing of items

         25  that are made with recycled materials, thus
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          2  dramatically increasing the City's support of the

          3  reuse industry. I urge all of my colleagues to

          4  support it.

          5                 And I want to congratulate all my

          6  colleagues who are moving on, because of term limits

          7  that have to move on. I just want to thank them for

          8  all they have done for me, and especially to our

          9  Speaker Gifford Miller, you will be missed. You are

         10  a friend, and the doors are always open to this

         11  Chamber for you to come back.

         12                 Chris Collins going to BSA, I wish

         13  you luck. You're an outstanding attorney, and I wish

         14  you the best of luck in the future.

         15                 Now for Intro. 464-A, I have to make

         16  myself very clear on this issue, because no one

         17  probably in this Chamber has worked more with

         18  immigrants than I did.

         19                 My district has hundreds and

         20  thousands of immigrants. We instituted, probably

         21  when I was president of the school board, more ESL

         22  programs for parents and helped parents learn the

         23  English language. We learned by teaching the parents

         24  how to speak English to get head with their

         25  children, by teaching parents how to speak the
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          2  English language, they could help their children to

          3  do homework. Not by spoonfeeding the parents the

          4  language which they know, they will not be able to

          5  help their children.

          6                 So, when people want to talk about

          7  doing the best thing for children, 464 is not the

          8  best thing for children.

          9                 Second of all, it's unconstitutional.

         10  We have no right passing this bill. It goes against

         11  the Constitution. It's unconstitutional, and I vote

         12  no. And I'm making my position very clear.

         13                 Also, on SLR 145, I abstain. I vote

         14  yes on everything else.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Permission to

         17  explain my vote?

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: First of all,

         20  I'd like to wish well to our colleagues who are

         21  leaving. Perhaps this may not be a good-bye, but in

         22  essence a fairwell, we'll see you soon. And we hope

         23  that your endeavors in the near future will be

         24  prosperous.

         25                 To our Speaker, thank you so much for
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          2  taking care of the City of New York, this body, as

          3  well as the people in my district in particular. We

          4  just wanted to say thank you, from us to you. And

          5  all of your staff in the Speaker's Office, Barbara,

          6  Kim, Chuck, everyone who has been so supportive. You

          7  couldn't have done that job yourself.

          8                 Now, on Intro. 46A (sic), make no

          9  mistake, my colleagues. We are not as immigrants

         10  saying that we're going to replace English

         11  translation for the essence and importance of

         12  learning the language. What we are saying is that we

         13  need a helping hand.

         14                 In the meantime, there aren't enough

         15  ESL programs in the City of New York to continue to

         16  provide the assistance necessary for children who

         17  are being left behind. And if we are going to take

         18  care of the City of New York, we have got to start

         19  thinking about the up-front cost, and measuring how

         20  you will save millions and billions of dollars, if

         21  we do not help these parents. These are children

         22  that continue to be left behind, which will cost the

         23  City essentially much more money.

         24                 So, do not confuse apples with

         25  oranges. This is constitutional. This is the right
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          2  thing to do. This is humanitarian issues that cannot

          3  be placed a price on, because essentially it will

          4  all serve for greater purpose. Thank you.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Permission to

          7  explain my vote, Madam?

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Thank you,

         10  Madam Public Advocate.

         11                 I wish all of my colleagues a happy

         12  holiday. I wish all of you who are leaving us that

         13  you go on to the future that New York City needs you

         14  so desperately in.

         15                 On the issue of Intro. 727-A, I

         16  encourage all of my colleagues, especially those who

         17  have voted against it, to read it during the holiday

         18  season, to read it. Because you will find that

         19  basically it is saying our commercial policy should

         20  hold an equal and impartial hand. I would argue

         21  those are American values. In fact, I would argue

         22  them so much that I would encourage everybody to

         23  look at the wall above me. That was said by George

         24  Washington and not myself, that we are merely

         25  restating American principles, and those principles
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          2  are, of course, an even and open playing field for

          3  all competitors, that the market is a system that we

          4  use, and there should be no impediments and

          5  competition is a good thing. That to try to stop

          6  groups from getting into that market is not only

          7  should be illegal, and I'm sure it is, but it is

          8  absolutely immoral and unAmerican.

          9                 So, I encourage my colleagues to take

         10  a look at this legislation, and you will see, just

         11  as I said before, a restatement of American values,

         12  and values that every New Yorker believes an equal

         13  playing field for anyone who wants to get into the

         14  great game of life.

         15                 I vote yes on all issues before us.

         16  Thank you.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Permission to

         19  explain my vote, please?

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: I vote aye on

         22  all, but I would like to explain something about

         23  464-A, because I realize the extent of the

         24  controversy of it, and although I agree with my

         25  colleagues, I have to say that 464-A is designed
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          2  primarily for parents, parents whose children have

          3  to translate for them, parents who do not and are

          4  not involved because they do not understand what is

          5  happening.

          6                 The government and the schools still

          7  have not won the confidence of these parents to help

          8  their children, and I don't think that when we keep

          9  encouraging parents to be involved in the schools,

         10  we cannot separate a very large population whose

         11  children are in the schools, and who must be

         12  involved with their children.

         13                 This will help them do it, and I

         14  remind you that this is not a permanent thing,

         15  because as they begin to understand it's easier for

         16  them to learn the language, and they become very

         17  much assimilated. That is the reason to support this

         18  bill, so that they can become independent and do

         19  speak English. Thank you.

         20                 I said I vote aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Madam Public

         23  Advocate, may I be excused to explain my vote?

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: First of all,
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          2  I'm happy that we were very strong and we stood up

          3  to the Administration, not to accept the executive

          4  order that can ignore the facts, that they can

          5  ignore by any future administration the fact that we

          6  have an inequity.

          7                 And I'm glad that we put it into law

          8  that this will make a difference as far as Intro.

          9  727-A is concerned.

         10                 I vote aye on that.

         11                 Although I still have some concerns

         12  on Intro. 397-A, I vote yes. Hopefully we can

         13  address this issue at a later date with my concerns.

         14                 On the question of Intro. 464-A, as

         15  the Chair of the Immigration Committee, I believe

         16  that we have quite a difficulty in getting money to

         17  distribute for English as a Second Language, and if

         18  we can get that $20 million, I think it will go a

         19  hundred times further than to translate. If we can

         20  get that $20 million we can then teach more of the

         21  folks English, and even teach them the civics about

         22  this country.

         23                 And, so, on that I vote no on 464-A,

         24  and aye on all the rest.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: May I be

          3  briefly excused, Madam Chair.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Today we're

          6  passing after much, many intensive negotiations with

          7  the Administration, tougher noise laws, tougher

          8  anti-graffiti laws, we're calling for tougher laws

          9  against sex offenders, and we're passing the

         10  so-called Parkstat bill, which for the first time

         11  will provide information to the Council and the

         12  public regarding crime in individual parks.

         13                 I thank my staff, especially Ted

         14  Baecher, the Administration, especially Commissioner

         15  Lloyd who is here, Commissioner Ray Kelly, New

         16  Yorkers for Parks, every Council member in this

         17  room, especially those who were so helpful, like Joe

         18  Addabbo for the Parks bill and Hiram Monserrate for

         19  the graffiti bill, and Jim Oddo for the war against

         20  sex offenders.

         21                 Most importantly, Speaker Miller, and

         22  his entire staff, without whom none of this

         23  important legislation would be getting passed today.

         24                 So, Merry Christmas, happy holidays

         25  to everyone.

                                                            158

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 I don't think I voted, Madam Chair.

          3                 I'm going to vote aye on all, except

          4  464-A and 727.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Yes, explain my

          7  vote, Madam Public Advocate?

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: I will express

         10  my sentiments to members who are leaving at the

         11  party, but as on the agenda, I vote aye. Thank you.

         12  Aye on all.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: I'm sorry, I

         14  couldn't hear you. I can't hear you, Council member.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Madam Public

         16  Advocate, I wish to express my sentiment to the

         17  members who are leaving our body, but I'll do that

         18  later at the party. But as for the agenda, I vote

         19  aye on all the items.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Request

         25  unanimous consent to waive the time limit for
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          2  speaking?

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: No, I vote aye

          5  on all. Thank you.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: What did he

          7  say? I couldn't hear you either, what did you say?

          8  Never mind.

          9                 I thought that's what you said but

         10  then I couldn't believe it.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Ladies and

         13  gentlemen, Sheky Yassky, Sheky Yassky, he'll be at

         14  the Improv all week.

         15                 May I be temporarily excused to

         16  explain my vote?

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Maybe.

         18                 So ordered.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: We heard Council

         20  Member Sanders quote the great American George

         21  Washington, and I'm going to quote another person

         22  who many consider a great American, former

         23  President, who said, "Our newer immigrants must be

         24  part of our one America. After all, they're

         25  revitalizing our cities, they're energizing our
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          2  culture, they're building up our economy. We have a

          3  responsibility to make them welcome here, and they

          4  have a responsibility to enter the mainstream of

          5  American life, that means learning English and

          6  learning about democratic system of government."

          7                 Those are the words of Bill Clinton

          8  in the State of Opinion Speech, and I think they

          9  ring true here.

         10                 I have no doubt that this bill is

         11  well intended, but I have no doubt that it's

         12  misguided. And the perceived short-term benefits are

         13  outweighed by the actual long-term loss, and that is

         14  a continuation of the attack on the common bond that

         15  unites all of us.

         16                 I vote no on Intro. 727-A and 464-A,

         17  and I say one day soon, maybe even in the year 2006,

         18  the City Council is going to pass a taxpayer equity

         19  act.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Madam Public

         22  Advocate, I request unanimous consent to change my

         23  vote on SLR 145 from a yes to an abstention.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Thank you.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: I'd like to vote aye,

          4  and I would like to say very briefly that I'm very

          5  proud to have served in this body with Chris

          6  Collins, he's a tremendous, tremendous asset to the

          7  City Council, and it is a simple fact that the City

          8  Council's loss is the Board of Standards and

          9  Appeals' gain.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Madam Public

         11  Advocate, may I be heard for a minute? I left

         12  something out.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quick.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: I just want

         15  to say good-bye to Marcel, on behalf of all of us

         16  over here.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: And please

         18  remove the headpiece while you're in the Chamber.

         19  Thank you.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All items on

         21  today's General Order Calendar were adopted by a

         22  vote of 47 in the affirmative, zero negative, zero

         23  abstentions, with the exception of Intro. 464-A,

         24  which was adopted by a vote of 35 in the

         25  affirmative, 11 in the negative and one abstention,
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          2  and Intro. 299-A, which is adopted by a vote of 42

          3  in the affirmative, one negative and zero

          4  abstentions, and Intro. 751, which was adopted by a

          5  vote of 46 in the affirmative, one in the negative

          6  and zero abstentions, and Intro. 758-A which was

          7  adopted by a vote of 45 in the affirmative, two in

          8  the negative and zero abstentions, and Intro. 727-A

          9  which was adopted by a vote of 42 in the

         10  affirmative, five in the negative and zero

         11  abstentions, and SLR 145 which was adopted by a vote

         12  of 42 in the affirmative, zero negative and four

         13  abstentions.

         14                 The revised Land Use Call-Up vote is

         15  48 affirmative, zero negative.

         16                 Ut oh, mistake. 299-A, which is

         17  adopted by a vote of 46 in the affirmative and one

         18  negative and zero abstentions.

         19                 Introduction and Reading of Bills.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: All items are

         21  referred to the committees as indicated in the

         22  schedule.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

         24  of Resolutions.

         25                 Council Member Weprin.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Thank you,

          3  Madam Public Advocate.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: One minute,

          5  sir. One minute. One minute, my friend.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Today we are

          7  voting on Resolution No. 1270-A, a resolution

          8  rejecting the proposals of President Bush's tax

          9  advisory panel, to eliminate the deductions for City

         10  and local taxes and the current mortgage interest

         11  adoption, and calling upon the federal government to

         12  index the alternative interim tax or AMT for

         13  inflation.

         14                 The amount that the federal

         15  government owes New York City, has increased from

         16  about $9 billion in 2001, to approximately $13

         17  billion last year, which means we sent $13 billion

         18  more last year to Washington than we got back in

         19  federal aid and services.

         20                 If these proposals from the

         21  President's tax advisory panel were to become law,

         22  they could cost New Yorkers over $10 billion a year.

         23  This resolution will send a resounding message to

         24  Washington and President Bush that these proposals

         25  should be rejected outright.
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          2                 Please vote in favor of Resolution

          3  1270-A.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          5  Member DeBlasio. Stop kissing the girls.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Is that an

          7  order, Madam Public Advocate?

          8                 I just want to speak to Resolution

          9  1153-A, introduced by Council Member Kendall

         10  Stewart.

         11                 I just want to say how important it

         12  is that we call upon our federal government to start

         13  treating people who have come to this country and

         14  are up for evaluation as to whether they are allowed

         15  to stay with greater sensitivity for local concerns.

         16                 The particular case I'd like to point

         17  out is one of my constituents Chiboazay Achoray

         18  (phonetic), who is a Christian minister in my

         19  community, ex-convict who has turned his life around

         20  and is helping others, and now faces deportation for

         21  acts from 20 years ago. We're asking our federal

         22  government to show more sensitivity to people who

         23  have turned their lives around. I urge my colleague

         24  to support this resolution.

         25                 Thank you.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing

          3  nobody else, let's do the vote.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: All right.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Reso 976-A.

          6                 All in favor?

          7                 Opposed?

          8                 Adopted.

          9                 Reso 979-A.

         10                 In favor?

         11                 Oppose?

         12                 Reso adopted.

         13                 Reso 980-A.

         14                 In favor?

         15                 Opposed?

         16                 Adopted.

         17                 Reso 108.

         18                 In favor?

         19                 Opposed.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: It's actually 1008,

         21  but...

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Sorry. 1008,

         23  you're right. 1008.

         24                 Adopted.

         25                 Reso 1009-A.
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          2                 In favor?

          3                 Opposed?

          4                 My colleagues from the other side.

          5                 Reso 10078-A.

          6                 In favor?

          7                 Opposed?

          8                 Adopted.

          9                 Reso 1089-A.

         10                 In favor?

         11                 Opposed.

         12                 Adopted.

         13                 Reso 1153-A.

         14                 In favor?

         15                 Opposed?

         16                 Adopted.

         17                 Reso 1265-A.

         18                 In favor?

         19                 Opposed? Is that a sheep in the

         20  Chambers?

         21                 Adopted.

         22                 Reso 1270-A.

         23                 In favor?

         24                 Opposed?

         25                 Adopted.
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          2                 General Discussion.

          3                 Seeing nobody... Extension of

          4  Remarks.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: No.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Good-bye

          7  everybody.

          8                 Thank you, Mr. Speaker, for all

          9  you've done for us, especially me.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, Betsy.

         11  Thank you.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: And the

         13  meeting is formally adjourned.

         14                 (Hearing concluded at 4:55 p.m.)
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