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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: My colleagues, we

          3  have some special guests here today. The first

          4  special guest that we have here today is Mayor

          5  Pet'ovka Vasil' Vasilovich. He is the Mayor of

          6  Mukachevo in the Ukraine, and we are very honored

          7  that he is here with us today.

          8                 Our country has built a stronger

          9  relationship with Ukraine over the last year, and

         10  over many years as New Yorkers have come here from

         11  that region and built a strong and growing presence,

         12  and, so, it is an honor for us to have him here with

         13  us, and we'd like to present him with this

         14  proclamation and I will ask the clerk to read the

         15  proclamation.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council, City of New

         17  York, Proclamation.

         18                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         19  New York is pleased and proud to honor Mayor

         20  Pet'ovka Vasil' Vasilovich for his outstanding

         21  leadership as Mayor of the City of Mukachevo, in the

         22  Ukraine; and

         23                 Whereas: Leading a city out of the

         24  limitations of its past and into greater prosperity

         25  takes great courage and vision, and today we honor
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          2  Pet'ovka Vasil' Vasilovich, a man who has done just

          3  this as Mayor of the City of Mukchevo; and

          4                 Whereas: Pet'ovka Vasil' Vasilovich

          5  has diversified the City of Mukachevo in ways that

          6  few could have imagined several years ago. Since

          7  becoming Mayor in July of 2003, he has repeatedly

          8  demonstrated vision, intelligence and organizational

          9  skills that are the hallmarks of great leadership,

         10  and he continues to bring about the successful

         11  economic, cultural and social transformation of

         12  Mukachevo; and

         13                 Whereas: The road to Pet'ovka Vasil'

         14  Vasilovich's mayoralty was incredibly dramatic and

         15  filled with all kinds of electoral setbacks and

         16  reversals, but this only steeled him against his

         17  detractors and made him even more determined to lead

         18  the City into greater strength and unity - which he

         19  has managed to do very effectively; and

         20                 Whereas: A native of the City he now

         21  presides over, Pet'ovka Vasil' Vasilovich is truly

         22  dedicated to the betterment of Mukachevo, as well as

         23  the lives of its inhabitants. An indication of this

         24  is his returning to pursue higher education (while

         25  Mayor) in order to be better prepared for the City's
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          2  economic surge; and

          3                 Whereas: Pet'ovka Vasil' Vasilovich

          4  has distinguished himself as Mayor of the City of

          5  Mukachevo. He is a credit to the Ukranian community

          6  - both here and in his native home, and he is

          7  worthy of our deep esteem and admiration; now,

          8  therefore

          9                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         10  City of New York honors Pet'ovka Vasil' Vasilovich

         11  for his extraordinary leadership in the Ukrainian

         12  City of Mukachevo.

         13                 Signed this 8th day of December in

         14  the year Two Thousand and Five, Gifford Miller,

         15  Speaker for the Entire Council.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: We are very honored

         17  by your presence, and would you like to say a few

         18  words?

         19                 PET'OVKA VASIL' VASILOVICH: Thank you

         20  very much, Mr. Speaker, thank you very much, Council

         21  members, for honoring me with this proclamation, and

         22  I'm really sure that this proclamation, this will

         23  strengthen our relationship between both Ukraine and

         24  the United States and our small City of Mukachevo

         25  and the City of New York.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you. And we

          3  also want to thank the Consul General from Ukraine.

          4  We hope you come back to the next meeting. We're

          5  very honored to have you here as well, and thank you

          6  all very much for coming today. Thank you very much.

          7                 MR. PET'OVKA VASIL' VASILOVICH: These

          8  are small gifts for you, Mr. Speaker. These are

          9  books about our City Mukachevo, and about our

         10  general mission. Thank you.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

         12                 Council Member Boyland, I know you

         13  have some special guests who are here today, and we

         14  want to honor them. So, if you would ask that they

         15  could all come forward, and Council Member Boyland,

         16  if you would introduce our special guests.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Wonderful.

         18  Thank you, Speaker.

         19                 My colleagues, we're gathered here

         20  today in this great body. We must be reminded that

         21  the Chamber is a special place today, and today I'm

         22  pleased to present six people who have deemed

         23  themselves worthy of proclamations from the great

         24  City and country of New York. The very famous Ann

         25  Tripp, who is here today from WBLS, Dr. Bob Lee from
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          2  WBLS, the Voice. Our local people, Carrie Nation

          3  Jones from New York City Housing Authority choir;

          4  Aurora Brown, our very famous and small business

          5  owner, that will be one of the greatest business

          6  owners in America soon, Daryl Kemp and Patrick

          7  Mativier, individuals that have promoted music and

          8  industry, the music industry for quite some time.

          9                 I'll just tell you a little bit about

         10  them before we go into it, okay?

         11                 Ms. Ann Tripp and Dr. Bob Lee. You

         12  know they've been working very, very closely in

         13  broadcasting for quite some time, but yet they're

         14  still so very young. Their positions helped very

         15  local community events and, frankly, brought a lot

         16  of revenue to the City of New York, and the radio

         17  station, which BLS is a black-owned radio station.

         18  All right, let's hear it for that.

         19                 Ms. Carrie Nation. I'm going quickly

         20  because their resumes read very long. She has

         21  obviously given her life to God in gospel music, but

         22  I first met her in the streets of Brownsville, New

         23  York where she was singing very lovely. Now she has

         24  dedicated her life to singing with our famous New

         25  York City Housing Authority choir. Please stand up,
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          2  ladies. In Central Brooklyn and all over New York.

          3                 Aurora Brown. And when I think of a

          4  small business woman, I think of a woman that is

          5  going to have treat strives in our country and do

          6  wonderful things as she is now starting a cleaning

          7  business, and mentors our youth in our neighborhood

          8  and donate toys to our day care center and helps the

          9  Boylands whenever we need them, and that's very

         10  important Aurora. So, thank you for coming in today.

         11                 Patrick and Darryl Kemp, and I'm

         12  reading very quickly, because I want you all to

         13  receive your flowers while you can still smell them.

         14  Local promoters, they've also brought some special

         15  people with them today, but they are local promoters

         16  in our community, and they have been working with me

         17  for the past eight years as I do an

         18  intergenerational festival that brings tens of

         19  thousands of people, and they've done all of --

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: It's excellent.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Thank you,

         22  Gifford, and you've enjoyed it. Thank you.

         23                 -- All of the talent that has come

         24  there.

         25                 So, today, my colleagues, I am
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          2  pleased to honor these gracious individuals. Give

          3  them a round of applause.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: If the clerk could

          5  read the proclamations.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: The Council, City of

          7  New York, Proclamation.

          8                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

          9  New York is proud to honor and recognize Ann Tripp

         10  for her legacy of professional acheivement in the

         11  broadcasting industry, and her outstanding

         12  contributions to the City of New York; and

         13                 Whereas: Ann Tripp is one of the most

         14  popular radio personalities in New York City and

         15  currently provides the twice-hourly "news and views"

         16  on the nationally syndicated "STEVE HARVEY SHOW' on

         17  WBLS; and

         18                 Whereas: Ann Tripp began her

         19  successful career at age 15 at WNYC as an announcer,

         20  actor and singer on a weekly variety show produced

         21  by the Police Athletic League. After graduating from

         22  City College, Ms. Tripp toured Europe for a few

         23  years before returning stateside where she career as

         24  an on air personality began in earnest and led to

         25  her working for WHN, WNEW, and WKTU; and
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          2                 Whereas: In 1987, Ann Tripp began yet

          3  another phase in her rich career when she began a 13

          4  year stint at WRKS (KISS-FM), where she could be

          5  heard every morning as co-host of the top-rated

          6  "ISAAC HAYES AND FRIENDS" show, adding a woman's

          7  touch with her effervescent personality, her funny

          8  antics and her witty one-liners. On weekends, she

          9  was the co-host of the highly rated political

         10  roundtable "THE WEEK IN REVIEW", and

         11                 Whereas: Ann Tripp understands the

         12  importance of helping others. She continues to

         13  distinguish herself as a mentor to countless young

         14  people, providing them with the benefit of her

         15  wisdom, insights and vast professional experience.

         16  She has received numerous accolades during her

         17  career, including the Ida B. Wells Journalism Award,

         18  The Lincoln Center Award, The Best Female New York

         19  City Radio Newscaster Award, and several others high

         20  honors from community, civic cultural and national

         21  organizations; and

         22                 Whereas: Ann Tripp has entertained

         23  and educated literally millions of listeners during

         24  the course of her career, has earned the devotion of

         25  her audience and the respect of her colleagues, all
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          2  of whom are inspired by the quality of her work, as

          3  well as her dedication to her profession. She has

          4  truly enriched us with her contributions and it is

          5  with the deepest gratitude of this legislative body

          6  that we honor her today; now, therefore

          7                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

          8  City of New York salutes ANN TRIPP for her

          9  remarkable career as a beloved and admired radio

         10  personality; and for her outstanding contributions

         11  to the City of New York.

         12                 The Council also salutes and honors

         13  the outstanding contributions of Dr. Bob Lee, Carrie

         14  Jones, Darryl Kemp, Patrick Mativier, Aurora Brown.

         15                 Signed this 8th day of December in

         16  the year Two Thousand and Five, Gifford Miller,

         17  Speaker for the Entire Council; Tracy L. Boyland,

         18  Council member, 41st District, Brooklyn.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you all. We are

         20  so honored, all of your presence, and we appreciate

         21  each of your individual achievements and have the

         22  opportunity to recognize them here, and we want you

         23  to know that the City is proud of you, and we're

         24  proud to have the opportunity to have you honor us

         25  all with your presence. Thank you all very much.
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          2                 PARTICIPANT: I just want to say thank

          3  you to the Boylands and also thank you to the City

          4  of New York.

          5                 PARTICIPANT: I also want to say thank

          6  you to the Boylands and to the City of New York, and

          7  also all of my coworkers that came from the New York

          8  City Housing Authority and my singing choir and my

          9  children.

         10                 PARTICIPANT: Thank you very much to

         11  the Boylands. God doesn't say that you have to be

         12  successful, but he does say that you have to try.

         13  Thank you very much for saying that I tried.

         14                 PARTICIPANT: Thank you. I'm honored

         15  and pleased to be here to accept this. Thank you,

         16  Councilwoman Boyland. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Thank

         17  you, City of New York.

         18                 PARTICIPANT: I just want to thank God

         19  for giving me the opportunity to be in the presence

         20  of this Council here.

         21                 Secondly, I want to thank the Boyland

         22  team. That family's always been dedicated and hard

         23  workers. And I want to thank Tracy especially for

         24  giving me an opportunity and a chance to be on her

         25  team. And I want to thank all my guests who came
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          2  today. You know who you are. Thank you and God

          3  bless.

          4                 PARTICIPANT: I want to thank the

          5  Councilwoman Tracy Boyland for giving my opportunity

          6  as well. She's always been there for me when I was

          7  down and out and trying to get my way. I want to

          8  thank the Committee that's out here, because I've

          9  worked with all of them, and they all show me love,

         10  and everybody that's affiliated with the team, the

         11  Boyland team.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amen. Very nice.

         13  Thank you all very much.

         14                 Thank you, Tracy. Thank you very,

         15  very much. Thank you all for being here.

         16                 Council Member Gale Brewer.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: I'm Gale

         18  Brewer, City Council member for the West Side of

         19  Manhattan. And we're here to honor Roberta Williams.

         20                 Roberta Williams is retiring next

         21  year after 23 years with the New York City Housing

         22  Authority. She currently serves as a janitorial

         23  caretaker in the Wise Tower Buildings, and she's a

         24  member of the Teamsters Local 237, and she is a

         25  person whom the entire neighborhood, the entire
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          2  block, people who live in the building, people who

          3  walk on the streets, people who live in the

          4  neighborhood, as well as her employer, as well as

          5  her union, have come here to support her and they

          6  all asked to be here in her honor.

          7                 I want to be very quick and read a

          8  poem that has been written by a neighbor Bonnie

          9  Brown.

         10                 Roberta cleans the City's buildings

         11  and shouts hello to everyone who passes, garbage

         12  truck bin, lady with the dog, baby in the stroller;

         13                 she plants flowers that she buys with

         14  her own money, she fixes up the dead ones and she

         15  plants them to grow again. She told me that somebody

         16  pulled off her flowers, and she couldn't understand

         17  how people could be so mean, and I told her that I'd

         18  like to go live on a mountain;

         19                 she thanked me for listening, I

         20  thanked her. We looked across the street where I had

         21  been sitting on a stoop and found a homeless man

         22  might have taken my toast, coffee and the Daily

         23  News, Roberta said, "He must have been hungry."

         24                 Roberta sings spiritual some mornings

         25  and in between she says hello to everyone in the
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          2  neighborhood, and we love her to death.

          3                 Bonnie Brown.

          4                 And we speak for everyone. Mr.

          5  Speaker, thank you.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: Well, I don't know

          7  how the proclamation is going to follow that, but if

          8  the clerk could read the proclamation.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council, City of New

         10  York, Proclamation.

         11                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         12  New York is proud and pleased to join family,

         13  friends, and distinguished colleagues to honor

         14  Roberta Williams on the occasion of retirement after

         15  23 years of public service; and

         16                 Whereas: It is the tradition of the

         17  New York City Council to honor those individuals who

         18  have enriched our City with their contributions and

         19  we are delighted to recognize Roberta Williams for

         20  her service to others; and

         21                 Whereas: Since 1983 when she took her

         22  civil service exam and began working with the New

         23  York City Housing Authority, Roberta Williams has

         24  been a devoted and compassionate team leader going

         25  above and beyond the call of duty; and
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          2                 Whereas: As a Local 237 union member,

          3  Ms. Williams has demonstrated concern for her

          4  community and has been actively engaged in making

          5  the City of New York an even better place to live;

          6  and

          7                 Whereas: Roberta Williams has always

          8  put family first, and those that have come to know

          9  her have become an extension of her family,

         10  experiencing her support, caring, and dedication

         11  firsthand; and

         12                 Whereas: Throughout her life, her

         13  open-heartedness, hard work, and commitment to her

         14  job has been an inspiration to those around her and

         15  has left a deep impression on the public housing

         16  community; now, therefore

         17                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         18  City of New York honors Roberta Williams and

         19  commends her contributions to our great city.

         20                 Signed this 8th day of December in

         21  the year Two Thousand and Five, Gifford Miller,

         22  Speaker for the Entire Council; Gale Brewer, Council

         23  Member, 6th District, Manhattan.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: Roberta, we are proud

         25  of you. We thank you for all your service to our
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          2  City. We would be honored if you would just say a

          3  few words.

          4                 MS. WILLIAMS: Thank you, Gale Brewer

          5  and your staff. Thank you, much. Kenneth, my

          6  grandson, thank you so much, my neighbors, I don't

          7  know how to say thank you enough to all of you for

          8  the love that you have shown me throughout the

          9  years. All I can say to you again is thank you,

         10  Maria Guzman, Ms. Littman, thank you everyone. God

         11  bless you all. Thank you for being my husband. I

         12  love you all so. Thank you.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Oh, you'll make me

         14  cry.

         15                 MS. WILLIAMS: Me, too.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: Bless you. Bless you.

         17  Bless you, Roberta. Thank you. And thank you to your

         18  family.

         19                 PARTICIPANT: I just know Roberta for

         20  such a long time, and on 90th Street, and again I

         21  can't say any more than we have said here today, but

         22  we're so grateful that she has been with us in 90th

         23  Street and not some place else in the Weiss Towers.

         24  We're just lucky to have her.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Okay, thank you all.
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          2  Thank you all for being here. It means a lot to us.

          3  Thank you.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you very

          5  much. Thank you.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: The Council is pleased

          7  and proud to honor Roberto Duran for his many

          8  contributions to Puerto Ricans and New York City's

          9  striving Panamanian community; and

         10                 Whereas: Roberto Duran has made many

         11  worthwhile contributions to the life and spirit of

         12  the Latino community of New York City and brought

         13  great pride to the Panamanians throughout our five

         14  boroughs; now, therefore

         15                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         16  City of New York honors Roberto Duran for his

         17  outstanding contributions of the City of New York;

         18                 Gifford Miller, Speaker for the

         19  Entire Council; Hiram Monserrate, Council Member,

         20  21st District, Queens.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: We are very honored

         22  that you're here with us today. We appreciate all of

         23  your contributions to our City, and to our country,

         24  and we thank you so much for all of your work. We

         25  would be honored if you would say a few words.
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          2                 MR. DURAN: (Council Member Monserrate

          3  interpreting) First and foremost, he's very grateful

          4  to the entire City of New York, all the residents.

          5  He's very grateful.

          6                 This is where you won your first

          7  championship, right? New York City Madison Square

          8  Garden?

          9                 He won three of his champions here.

         10  First one with Ken Buchanen, Davie Moore and Iran

         11  Blackie. There were two knockdowns in that fight. I

         12  saw it. It was good.

         13                 He says he regrets that he's gotten

         14  older, and he can no longer fight, but he wishes

         15  that he can continue to fight and continue to

         16  provide us with the entertainment that he did all

         17  the years.

         18                 He says he's really appreciative of

         19  all the many years of support this City has given

         20  him, and he's very happy and grateful for the

         21  proclamation today.

         22                 Roberto Duran.

         23                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: The meeting

         24  of December 8, 2005, is now coming to order.

         25                 All rise for the Pledge of
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          2  Allegiance.

          3                 (Pledge of Allegiance.)

          4                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you

          5  very much, ladies and gentlemen. Roll call.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Addabbo.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Arroyo.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Avella.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Baez.

         13                 (No response.)

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Barron.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Boyland.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Brewer.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Clarke.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Comrie.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: DeBlasio.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dilan.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Felder.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Fidler.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Foster.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gallagher.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gennaro.

         13                 (No response.)

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gentile.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gerson.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gioia.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gonzalez.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jackson.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Here.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jennings.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Katz.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Koppell.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lanza.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Liu.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lopez.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Martinez.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: McMahon.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Monserrate.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Moskowitz.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Nelson.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Perkins.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Provenzano.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Quinn.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Recchia.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reed.

         11                 (No response.)

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reyna.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sanders.

         15                 (No response.)

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Seabrook.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sears.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Stewart.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Yes.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vallone.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vann.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Weprin.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Yassky.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Oddo.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rivera.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Speaker Miller.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Here.

         12                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: A quorum is

         13  formed.

         14                 Everyone please rise for the

         15  invocation to be delivered by Council Member Larry

         16  Seabrook.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Contrary to

         18  the program, the Rabbi was supposed to be here, but

         19  he left me instructions to take charge. So,

         20  therefore... To the Creator, who has allowed us to

         21  be here today, an opportunity for all of us from all

         22  walks of life, all ethnic groups, to be here to do

         23  the people's business, it is indeed an honor and a

         24  pleasure to be of service.

         25                 And in the spirit that we are here
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          2  today, as we go into the holiday seasons, it is our

          3  hope that we will have resolutions that will provide

          4  all of our citizens with tremendous opportunities;

          5  and it is our hope that we can avert any strikes

          6  that may take place; and also the opportunity to

          7  allow us to say a tremendous prayer for those young

          8  men and women who put their lives on the line each

          9  and every day outside of this country, and also

         10  those who put their lives on the line each and every

         11  day inside this country.

         12                 So, we ask for the continued support

         13  of all of them, and that they provide us with the

         14  strength and courage to keep doing the people's

         15  business; these and many other blessings we ask in

         16  Thy name, we will all say amen.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: You might be getting

         18  yourself a regular gig.

         19                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Council

         20  Member Koppell.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: That was pretty good,

         22  Larry.

         23                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Council

         24  Member Koppell.

         25                 Council Member Oliver Koppell, spread
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          2  the motion.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: I move to

          4  place the invocation in the record of the Council.

          5                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you

          6  very much.

          7                 Adoption of the Minutes.

          8                 Council Member Jackson.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Mr. Chair,

         10  motion that the minutes of the Stated Meeting of

         11  October 27th, 2005 be adopted as printed.

         12                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: So ordered.

         13  If we can have some quiet in the Chambers, please?

         14                 Messages and Papers from the Mayor.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 720.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: Land Use.

         17                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA:

         18  Communications from City, County and Borough

         19  Offices.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         21                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Petitions and

         22  Communications.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         24                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Land Use

         25  Call-Ups.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

          3                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Communication

          4  from the Speaker.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: My colleagues, I

          6  would just like to let you know that we have

          7  Assemblyman William Boyland, Jr. here.

          8                 Where is Jr.?

          9                 There he is. Welcome, Jr. And I wish

         10  you all a very happy holidays.

         11                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Discussion of

         12  General Orders.

         13                 Avella. Council Member Avella.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Thank you.

         15                 At last session we took up the topic

         16  of the landmark designation of 184 Kent Avenue, and

         17  unfortunately, this body chose to deny the

         18  designation that had been made by the Landmarks

         19  Preservation Commission, and today it's on the

         20  agenda. The Mayor vetoed it, and today it's on the

         21  agenda to override the Mayor's veto.

         22                 I would ask my colleagues once again

         23  to consider very carefully before they vote to

         24  override.

         25                 We are not experts in the field of
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          2  landmark preservation. The experts is the Landmark

          3  Preservation Commission, the preservation groups

          4  that deal with this subject each and every day. And

          5  overwhelmingly, unanimously they agree this building

          6  is worthy of designation. What we need to do is

          7  support their decision.

          8                 Now, an argument has been brought up

          9  that somehow if we do designate this as a landmark,

         10  it will destroy the Greenpoint Williamsburg rezoning

         11  which this body voted upon in May. That is

         12  absolutely not true.

         13                 As the Chairman of the Zoning

         14  Committee, I sat through seven hours of testimony on

         15  the Greenpoint Williamsburg rezoning. This building

         16  was included in the Environmental Impact Statement

         17  as a possible landmark. We told the community, we

         18  told the preservation community that we would

         19  consider this for designation. We cannot now go back

         20  and change our minds.

         21                 The City Planning Commission report

         22  on the designation emphatically stated that this

         23  designation would in no way impact the rezoning and

         24  it was in fact considered as part of the rezoning.

         25                 Please, my colleagues, in this
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          2  instance, let's do the right thing for the entire

          3  City. Please vote no on Land Use No. 638 and Reso

          4  126. By voting no, you are voting yes for

          5  designation.

          6                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you

          7  very much, Council member.

          8                 Council Member DeBlasio.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Thank you,

         10  Mr. President Pro-Tem. Thank you. My colleague has

         11  given me guidance, Mr. President Pro-Tem. I ask

         12  permission, sir, to vote on all coupled items on the

         13  General Order calendar and all resolutions. And I

         14  would vote yes with your permission, sir.

         15                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: So ordered.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Thank you. I

         17  have an appointment I must make.

         18                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Thank you.

         20                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Council

         21  Member Yassky.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Thank you.

         23                 My colleagues, and I ask for your

         24  attention, because I do think this is an important

         25  vote. I'm asking you to vote today to override the
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          2  Mayor's veto on our vote against designating 184

          3  Kent Avenue as a landmark building.

          4                 The first reason I do this is simply

          5  that we did, as a body, vote to transform the North

          6  Brooklyn Waterfront from dilapidated warehouses and

          7  factories into housing and into parks. That was the

          8  right vote then. That was a terrific plan that was

          9  worked out by our Land Use Committee, by the Council

         10  members that represent that area, and we should

         11  stand by it, as we did last week when we voted

         12  against landmarking. The simple truth of it is that

         13  if we're going to landmark the industrial buildings

         14  along this waterfront, that will prevent or it will

         15  impede the redevelopment of that waterfront and we

         16  shouldn't do it.

         17                 Now, if this building that's at stake

         18  today were, if it was the Chrysler building, if it

         19  was the Woolworth building, then you say, of course,

         20  you've got to protect it, that's the price you pay.

         21  But I would ask you to take, please look at this

         22  building and tell me if you believe that it is that

         23  level, it deserves that level of protection.

         24                 The only argument I have heard is

         25  this is what the Landmarks Commission decided, and
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          2  we should defer to the Landmarks Commission. There

          3  was a quote in today's New York Times from a member

          4  of the Commission saying we're the experts, the

          5  Council should follow us.

          6                 I'd like to just remind you of some

          7  of the things that have happened in the past year.

          8  What we did when the Administration came to us with

          9  the Downtown Brooklyn -- isn't it a five minute?

         10                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: No,

         11  two-minute clock.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: I would say

         13  simply, I represent this neighborhood for four

         14  years, I know what the people in this neighborhood

         15  want. They want a new waterfront. Please vote to

         16  override this veto. Thank you.

         17                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you

         18  very much, Council member.

         19                 Council Member James.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Thank you.

         21                 I'd like to speak in regards to the

         22  Mayor's veto of a bill to designate 174 Kent Avenue

         23  as 185 Kent as a historic building. I'm asking all

         24  of my colleagues to vote in support of the veto for

         25  the following reasons.
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          2                 First, I don't see how we can

          3  substitute our judgment over that of architect

          4  historians. I don't see how we can substitute our

          5  view of designation over countless number of

          6  organizations who testified before this Committee.

          7                 I don't see how we can fail to take

          8  into account the significance of this building.

          9                 I don't see how we can fail to take

         10  into account the significance of historic districts.

         11  We need a more balanced approach to the designation

         12  process, a process which is free of influence from

         13  developers and free of influence from politics and

         14  free of influence from politically connected

         15  lobbyists.

         16                 And we can't put blinders on today

         17  and say, Tish, this is a plain vanilla decision, and

         18  we should restrict our vote basically to the merits

         19  of the argument. Particularly when this building is

         20  filled with 50 families, it was once filled with 250

         21  and the landlord has been evicting them each and

         22  every day, and the 50 families have to leave by the

         23  end of this month. And so we have to push the

         24  envelope to the sponsor of this bill, as you have

         25  pushed the envelope in inclusionary zoning, as we in
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          2  this body pushed the envelope on other matters

          3  concerning this City Council.

          4                 And we have to take into account the

          5  people who have been left out of this

          6  decision-making. We have to take into account the

          7  significance of this building. This is a historic

          8  decision that we are making today. And we are

          9  opening up the door to individuals and developers

         10  knocking down all historic buildings throughout the

         11  City of New York. This body, which purportedly

         12  represents the people of the City of New York.

         13                 This is a historic decision, and this

         14  is really not about designation solely --

         15                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Time, Council

         16  member.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: -- But the

         18  issue is larger than this. And this is a decision

         19  that's going to have an impact on our constituents,

         20  the City of New York --

         21                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Time.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: -- And I

         23  recognize that it's unpopular to go against

         24  developers. But for me --

         25                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you,
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          2  Council member.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: -- But for me,

          4  we are paying a dear price today if we don't vote to

          5  sustain the Mayor's veto --

          6                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you

          7  very much, Council member.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: -- A price that

          9  we should not be -- a price where we should be

         10  standing --

         11                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Council

         12  member, I apologize, I have to cut you off --

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: -- Not for

         14  going along to get along --

         15                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Your time has

         16  expired.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: -- But for

         18  doing the right thing. Thank you.

         19                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you.

         20                 Council Member Katz.

         21                 And I just want to say for the

         22  record, we are going to stick to the two-minute time

         23  clock. Thank you very much.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Mr. Chair, my

         25  colleagues, this is precisely about a landmarks
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          2  designation. The Landmarks Commission is the

          3  beginning of this process. This body, every one of

          4  us was elected to the New York City Council to

          5  represent their constituency and to vote on

          6  Charter-mandated issues. If we have a vote, is there

          7  a reason that we should not be using our judgment?

          8  Or should we just, as one of my colleagues said, get

          9  rid of every single committee that we have in the

         10  New York City Council, go along with every ULURP

         11  process, go along with every landmarks designation,

         12  go along with every school siting, and never use our

         13  judgment when we have been given a responsibility by

         14  the voters of the City of New York to look at the

         15  issue, study an issue, have our staff be experts on

         16  the issue, and then make our judgment as to whether

         17  or not it's the right thing to do. Otherwise, I

         18  don't know why we're here.

         19                 Mr. Chair, I would ask that you keep

         20  order up in the balcony.

         21                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Yes. If

         22  everyone could please turn off their cell phones and

         23  please keep the conversation to a minimum. If you do

         24  have to speak, please exit the Chambers. Thank you.

         25                 Proceed.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: I will also say

          3  quickly, Williamsburg Greenpoint rezoning had

          4  nothing to do with this building. I sat in a room

          5  with David Yassky and with Diana Reyna, and members

          6  of the City of New York, the Administration, which

          7  was not an issue, the variance had already been

          8  given, it did not come up in the rezoning. That is

          9  number two.

         10                 I will also say that the outer

         11  boroughs, other than Manhattan, as well as

         12  Manhattan, also deserve landmarks that are credible,

         13  also deserve landmarks that this body can agree

         14  upon, and deserve advocates as well, who work hard

         15  for landmarks that have the criteria and the

         16  standards of those things that should be landmarked

         17  for the future of the City of New York.

         18                 My colleagues, I ask you once again

         19  to vote as you did once about two weeks ago on this,

         20  to override the Mayor's veto. It is the right thing

         21  to do.

         22                 I honestly believe by changing now,

         23  we are saying there is no need for this body. And

         24  you know what? I firmly believe there is a need for

         25  this body. We are a good institution, we do our
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          2  research, we represent our constituents well, I ask

          3  for a vote to override the veto.

          4                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you

          5  very much.

          6                 Council Member Brewer.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: I rise in

          8  support of overturning the Mayor's veto on Intro

          9  420-A and the communication from the Mayor, M 687

         10  regarding street parking rules on the Hindu Festival

         11  of Dawali. This has been a subject of much

         12  discussion. A wonderfully unanimous Council voted

         13  for this Festival of Lights, and supporting it by

         14  suspended alternative side of the street parking on

         15  the Hindu Festival. So, I urge you to continue and

         16  to overturn the veto. Thank you very much.

         17                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you

         18  very much, Council Member.

         19                 Council Member Felder.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Thank you very

         21  much.

         22                 Dear colleagues, I want to thank you,

         23  as well as the advocates for giving me the

         24  opportunity to finally get some attention as the

         25  Chair of the Landmarks Subcommittee.
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          2                 Let me just make a few clear points.

          3  To my dear colleague, Councilman Avella, that if the

          4  question is the expertise of the Chair of the

          5  Subcommittee on Landmarks, I would agree with you.

          6  But I think the question that you raise is really

          7  attacking the Council in General, because as Council

          8  Member Katz mentioned, we can go down each committee

          9  and say the same thing that you said, which is that

         10  the experts are the Finance staff across the street,

         11  the experts are the Department of Education, the

         12  experts are the DYCD, so we can abolish the Council

         13  entirely, pay us our salaries, and we'll stay at

         14  home, which isn't a bad idea.

         15                 But if we're going to be coming here

         16  to do something, the purpose is not to always rubber

         17  stamp what's going on throughout the City. Our job

         18  is, especially in landmarks, for those that do not

         19  know what the mandate of the Landmarks Committee and

         20  its job is, is not to unnecessarily approve

         21  landmarks, because if we do nothing, we get

         22  approved. Our job is to make sure that they should

         23  remain approved, and on rare occasions be turned

         24  down.

         25                 So, when St. John the Divine, all the
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          2  advocates that are screaming about this one,

          3  screamed they shouldn't be approved and we did, no

          4  one said anything. You know, we turned it down, no

          5  one said anything. Jamaica Savings Bank, I said that

          6  was a piece of trash, everyone said, yay, it's

          7  trash. Suddenly, 184 Kent Avenue, where

          8  unfortunately people live in, and will be displaced,

          9  and will be displaced no matter what, this is not

         10  pushing the envelope. This is putting the envelope

         11  where it should be, which is doing what Landmarks is

         12  supposed to do, and that's to make sure that this

         13  piece of trash gets torn down.

         14                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Time, Council

         15  member.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: I'm near Tish.

         17                 Gets torn down and something nice

         18  gets put up for Heaven sake.

         19                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: She took up

         20  your time earlier.

         21                 Thank you.

         22                 Next we have Council Member Clarke.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you, Mr.

         24  President Pro-Tem. I really want to just highlight

         25  two pieces of legislation that we're about to pass
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          2  today. The first being Intro. 379-A, which is a

          3  local law to amend the administrative code in

          4  relation to requiring the purchase of Energy

          5  Star-certified appliances.

          6                 This is great legislation, my

          7  colleagues, and I look forward to your support in

          8  voting for it. We know that we're experiencing a

          9  time of record energy crisis. This Energy Star

         10  legislation is actually being done in partnership

         11  with a voluntary program with many of the landlords

         12  and homeowners throughout this City. It's going to

         13  translate into lower costs for our renters,

         14  particularly low-income renters.

         15                 So, I know that we're delivering

         16  today a holiday present that many of our

         17  constituents will appreciate.

         18                 And then, finally, a law being

         19  sponsored by Council Member Koppell, I think it's

         20  great, its time has come. That is that in places of

         21  public assembly, the fire exits will be pointed out

         22  before each performance, so that individuals

         23  throughout those facilities will know how to get out

         24  in the event of an emergency.

         25                 Now they have basically left it to
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          2  individuals who have to search for those exits. It

          3  will have to be verbally told to individuals in

          4  those places of gathering.

          5                 So, my colleagues, we have two great

          6  pieces of legislation, and I want to thank you for

          7  your support in the vote coming up. Thank you.

          8                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you

          9  very much, Council member.

         10                 Council Member Comrie.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Thank you,

         12  President Pro-Tem.

         13                 I just want to call the attention of

         14  the members that Kenneth Knuckles will be

         15  reappointed as a member of the City Planning

         16  Commission. He has an esteemed history of public

         17  service in our City and is presently going back for

         18  reappointment to the City Planning Commission. I

         19  think that he is esteemed and worthy, and I just

         20  want to remind members that as we try to do those

         21  things to protect our neighborhood and from

         22  downzoning and overdevelopment, we need to work even

         23  closer with the City Planning Commission to help

         24  them get their budget baselined to ensure that they

         25  have more employees that can do those necessary
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          2  protective zonings of our community.

          3                 Thank you, President Pro-Tem.

          4                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you

          5  very much.

          6                 Council Member Koppell.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Thank you

          8  very much, Mr. Majority Leader.

          9                 I just want to call attention to the

         10  legislation that Council Member Clarke already

         11  mentioned which will require now that fire exits be

         12  pointed out before each performance, either on a

         13  screen, or allow this legislation that I introduced

         14  that came after a tragic fire in Rhode Island, where

         15  over 100 people were killed in a fire, and one of

         16  the reasons given for the large loss of life was

         17  that people didn't know where the exits were

         18  located. They all rushed to one exit, and they both

         19  were killed by the fire and suffocated because of

         20  the rush.

         21                 I hope this legislation will prevent

         22  that kind of tragedy from happening in the City of

         23  New York, and I appreciate the support of Council

         24  Member Clarke and her Committee.

         25                 With respect to that, I would like to
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          2  also say how pleased I am that we're approving the

          3  appointment of Ken Knuckles, an old friend and Bronx

          4  resident.

          5                 And lastly, there is on the calendar

          6  a rezoning of the Olinville section, that lies both

          7  in my district and the district of my colleague,

          8  Larry Seabrook. This is another rezoning to preserve

          9  the character of the neighborhood to prevent

         10  overdevelopment and the destruction of single- and

         11  two-family homes. There is another in a series of

         12  those rezonings which we've done in this Council

         13  which have helped in my district and I know the

         14  district of many other members and I'm glad we're

         15  doing it today. I know we're having some residents

         16  of that area here today, and I look forward to the

         17  support of my colleagues.

         18                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you

         19  very much, Council member.

         20                 Council Member Jackson.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Mr. Chair, I

         22  rise today in order to let my colleagues know that

         23  Ken Knuckles, who is the CEO of the empowerment zone

         24  is a fine man that is working to improve our City,

         25  and his appointment is worthy and I ask all of my
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          2  colleagues today to vote aye in favor of his

          3  reappointment to the Commission.

          4                 Also, I mention that there is, as my

          5  colleague Gale Brewer indicated, there is a motion

          6  in front of us today to override the Mayor's veto

          7  regarding the suspension of alternate side of the

          8  street parking rules for the Hindu Festival of

          9  Dawali.

         10                 So, I know that there are a lot of

         11  holidays and religious observances where we suspend

         12  alternate side of the street parking, and to deny

         13  one group and to allow other groups to go forward is

         14  not fair, it's not right, especially in a City like

         15  New York which is so diverse. And so I ask all of

         16  you to support Intro. 420-A to give all those that

         17  celebrate the Festival of Dawali the opportunity to

         18  have alternate side of the street parking.

         19                 Thank you.

         20                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you

         21  very much, Council member.

         22                 Council Member Seabrook.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Thank you

         24  very much, Mr. President.

         25                 I rise today, I certainly want to

                                                            46

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  commend the Council for Land Use 662 and Resolution

          3  1292, that Council Member Koppell talked about, and

          4  when we talk about the rezoning that's taking place.

          5                 As you move around the City of New

          6  York, and you see in those communities in which

          7  we've lived in for many years, you see that small

          8  homes and neighborhoods have basically been

          9  destroyed by this oversaturation of apartment

         10  developments that has taken place and really

         11  destroyed the character of some of those

         12  communities.

         13                 So, it is indeed a pleasure to be

         14  here in support of the resolution that deals with

         15  the rezoning issues in Olinville, and for the

         16  Olinville taxpayers and many of those people who

         17  fought so diligently, they must be commended.

         18                 And I'd like to thank the Land Use

         19  Chair for making sure that this happened, and also

         20  the City Planning, who has done a tremendous job of

         21  working diligently with our community and the

         22  community board. Because when you look at

         23  neighborhoods that have such character, and you will

         24  see developers now, they will put four homes on a

         25  matchbox, if the matchbox stays still enough. So, I
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          2  would hope that this will really set the tone that

          3  we maintain the character in which we have and allow

          4  this development.

          5                 Thank you very much.

          6                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you

          7  very much.

          8                 We have Council Member Lopez.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Yes, thank you.

         10  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

         11                 I would like to raise to speak on the

         12  reason why I am going to sustain the veto on number

         13  428. I'm not speaking about asking anybody to do

         14  anything. I am talking about why I am going to vote

         15  for it. And I'm going to vote for it because since

         16  the years that I have been in this City, since 1978,

         17  I have been coming to this home since that time, and

         18  at that time I did not understood English. I only

         19  spoke Spanish. And from that period of time on to

         20  today, I have seen the Land Commission, the

         21  Landmarking Commission deny a lot of markings, not

         22  accepting a lot of proposals, not calendaring a lot

         23  of items, but I had never seen the Landmark

         24  Commission landmark a property that didn't deserve

         25  to be landmarked.

                                                            48

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 And I am deeply concerned by what I'm

          3  seeing in here, and the precedent that we are ready

          4  to set in this house. I had never seen in this house

          5  a single Council member being able to dictate to

          6  this entire body on issues of land, on issues on

          7  landmarking, on issues on zoning. The issues

          8  pertinent to those items always has been items that

          9  are decided collectively by this body, never by the

         10  desire or the indication of the pleasure of the

         11  particular member of the particular area. And I'm

         12  seeing the precedent that is going to be set here

         13  today. I'm seeing it and it's nasty and it's ugly.

         14                 The Landmark Commission recommend

         15  landmarking for this building because it deserve it,

         16  not because it's a trash, because it deserve it. And

         17  it's wrong for this body to assume the position it's

         18  assuming.

         19                 I'm going to sustain the veto of the

         20  Mayor.

         21                 Thank you very much.

         22                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you

         23  very much.

         24                 Last and not least, Council Member

         25  Oddo.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Thank you, Mr.

          3  Majority Leader. I would absolutely love to jump

          4  into this controversy right now, but I have two

          5  minutes of a rant on another issue that I'd like to

          6  talk about.

          7                 You've heard Council Member Koppell

          8  --

          9                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Silence

         10  upstairs.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Council Member

         12  Koppell and Council Member Seabrook talk about the

         13  rezonings on the agenda today and there's also a

         14  Staten Island item dealing with lot width, lot area

         15  and back yards. And the need for these land use

         16  items is to tighten rules that we made several

         17  months ago, really to overcome interpretation of the

         18  rules by the Department of Buildings.

         19                 And I say to my colleagues, I'm going

         20  to sound like a broken record, but we could pass all

         21  the changes, rules changes we want, as long as the

         22  Department of Buildings continues to interpret them

         23  incorrectly, we have a problem.

         24                 There is a front-page story in my

         25  local newspaper that said that this brand new home
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          2  will have to be knocked down. That's according to

          3  the Department of Buildings. In June I went to the

          4  DOB and I said that they're building two properties

          5  that are sharing 33 feet in the back yard. They're

          6  supposed to have 60. They said, Oddo, you're nuts.

          7  We went back a second time, they said Oddo, you're

          8  nuts. We went back a third time, they said, Oddo

          9  you're nuts. And each time they said Oddo you're

         10  nuts, the house was built.

         11                 Finally, after yelling and screaming,

         12  there was an epiphany within the Department of

         13  Buildings, and they said, oh, my God, they really

         14  need 60 feet. One of these buildings is illegal,

         15  we're going to have to knock that building down. And

         16  ladies and gentlemen, if you think that building is

         17  going to be knocked down, then you're expecting

         18  Santa Claus to show up on Christmas day.

         19                 That builder will go to the BSA, will

         20  claim a financial hardship, and that building would

         21  stand.

         22                 So, what I want to say to you, my

         23  colleagues, is that I'm voting, and I'm happy we're

         24  voting on these rules changes, is that we have to

         25  collectively in this body work to correct the
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          2  abomination that is the Department of Buildings.

          3                 I had comments. In the article from

          4  Ilese Fink, who might be a nice woman, and she said

          5  I'm sure there have been times when the Council

          6  member has made an error in judgment. God knows

          7  there has, but when we say it's wrong three times

          8  and then you don't do anything about it, that's not

          9  a mistake, that's an abomination. And to Pat

         10  Lancaster, and to Ilese Fink, and to all of those

         11  idiots at the Department of Buildings, Jimmy Oddo is

         12  coming over for dinner, he's bringing lots of his

         13  colleagues, and by the grace of God we're going to

         14  change that silly, silly agency. Thank you.

         15                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you

         16  very much.

         17                 Report of Special Committees.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Oddo, you're

         19  nuts.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: I just would note

         21  that just'cause there's only 33 feet of frontage

         22  doesn't mean you're not nuts.

         23                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Report of

         24  Special Committees.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

                                                            52

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Reports of

          3  Standing Committees.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

          5  Committee on Finance.

          6                 Intro. 719.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          8  General Order Calendar.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 689.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled to be filed.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         12  LU 664 and companion Reso 1283.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         14  General Order Calendar.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         16  Committee on Land Use.

         17                 LU 638 and companion Reso 1276.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on General

         19  Order Calendar.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 533 and

         21  companion Reso 1284.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 620.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: Approved with

         25  modifications and referred to the City Planning
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          2  Commission.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 622 and

          4  companion Reso 1285.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          6  General Order Calendar.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 634 and

          8  companion Reso 1286.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled to be filed,

         10  pursuant to a letter of withdrawal.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 642 and

         12  companion Reso 1287.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         14  General Order Calendar.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 643 and

         16  companion Reso 1288.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 659 and

         19  companion Reso 1289.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 660 and

         22  companion Reso 1290.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 661 and

         25  companion Reso 1291.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 662 and

          4  companion Reso 1293.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

          7  Committee on Rules, Privileges and Elections.

          8                 M 688 and companion Reso 1293.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         11  Committee on Transportation.

         12                 Intro. 420-A.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 687.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled to be filed.

         16                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: General Order

         17  Calendar.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 695-A.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: I think that's 295-A.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: I'm sorry.

         21                 295-A.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: That's coupled on the

         23  General Order Calendar.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 379-A.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reso 1262.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 464-A.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Laid over.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 521-A.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Laid over.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 550-A.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Laid over.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 619-A.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Laid over.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 731-A.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         14  General Order Calendar.

         15                 That's it. At this point I would ask

         16  the clerk to call the roll on all items coupled on

         17  the General Order Calendar.

         18                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Okay,

         19  concerning Intro. 719, Intro. No. 420-A, and Land

         20  Use 638 and Resolution 1276, shall the bills pass

         21  the objection of the Mayor notwithstanding.

         22                 Roll call.

         23                 Speaker.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: I think I might have

         25  in error said that Intro. 731-A is coupled. It's
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          2  actually laid over, and at this point I would ask

          3  the clerk to call the roll that actually are coupled

          4  on the General Order Calendar.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Including

          6  Resolutions Appointing Various Persons Commissioner

          7  of Deeds.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: Yes. Most definitely

          9  we wouldn't want to leave them out.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye on all,

         16  except no on Land Use No. 638 and Reso 1276.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: I vote aye on

         19  all. I vote no on Intro. 719, no on M 689, and no on

         20  LU 638, Reso 1276.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: I vote aye on

         25  all, and I abstain on LU 638, Reso 1276.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Mr.

         16  Majority Leader, may I be temporarily excused to

         17  explain my vote?

         18                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Yes, you may.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: I want to

         20  thank Council Members Katz, Felder and Yassky for

         21  their comments here today, in reference to Land Use

         22  638 and Reso 1276.

         23                 You know, this is a perfect example

         24  of Landmarks not understanding the needs in the

         25  community.
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          2                 Let's note for the record that the

          3  community board did not support the landmarking, nor

          4  did district, civic and community organizations.

          5                 I, for one, am an advocate of

          6  landmarking. I have gone to the Landmark

          7  Preservations Commission to talk to them about

          8  Richmond Hill and Ridgewood, and tried to get them

          9  to landmark those areas within my community. There

         10  are areas that the community board has supported,

         11  local community and civic associations have

         12  supported it, and in addition, every elected

         13  official who represents that community supports it,

         14  and landmarks won't move.

         15                 So, I find it odd that they put so

         16  much time and energy in this one where the community

         17  is not in favor of it, and they are slow, if not

         18  impossible, to move on outer borough landmarking and

         19  in particular Queens County in the communities of

         20  Richmond Hill and Ridgewood.

         21                 So, my message is to landmarks, if

         22  you want a quicker passage through this City

         23  Council, come to the elected officials, come to the

         24  community boards, come to the neighbor and civic

         25  associations, recognize the historical significance
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          2  of the outer boroughs and you'll find there's a lot

          3  of landmarking out there for you to do, if you had

          4  the energy, the time and the willingness to do so.

          5                 Having said that, I will vote aye on

          6  all coupled general orders.

          7                 Thank you, Mr. Majority Leader.

          8                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you

          9  very much.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye on all,

         12  except Land Use 638, Reso 1276, I abstain.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Mr. Leader,

         15  may I be excused to explain my vote?

         16                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Yes, you may.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Thank you very

         18  much.

         19                 As the representative of one of our

         20  City's most heavily, if not the most heavily

         21  landmarked district, I certainly have the greatest

         22  of respect and esteem for the Landmarks Commission,

         23  its chair and its members and its staff. And I

         24  certainly have demonstrated repeatedly that I

         25  recognize the importance and the imperative of
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          2  landmarking to the character, spirit and indeed the

          3  economy of our City.

          4                 However, in the end of the day,

          5  because of landmarking and preservation is best

          6  served by preserving this bodies prerogative to act

          7  as a check and balance with respect to the Landmarks

          8  Commission, and unless a compelling case is made to

          9  the contrary by giving great deference to our

         10  committees and to the Council member representing a

         11  district in question.

         12                 Accordingly, I will vote aye on all.

         13  However, I want to make it clear, in order to avoid

         14  unintentionally setting a precedent that we must

         15  proceed as a City and as a body with appropriate

         16  landmarking in all five boroughs, we must proceed

         17  with appropriate landmarking of industrial and

         18  industrial era property, and we must give great

         19  deference to possibilities and commitments raised in

         20  Environmental Impact Statements. And certainly we

         21  must go fastforward in this Council in enacting

         22  housing, affordable housing preservation policies,

         23  so we will not face the prospect which we would face

         24  with or without landmarking of the evictions of the

         25  families and the property in question.
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          2                 Thank you very much. And, again, I

          3  vote aye.

          4                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: May I be

         13  excused to explain my vote?

         14                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Yes, you may.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Over 500 people

         16  submitted postcards to the Landmarks Preservation,

         17  more than 300 individuals testified before the City

         18  Council in support of the designation, several

         19  architectural historians testified in favor of the

         20  designation, as well as civics groups, civic groups

         21  supported this designation, too many to mention at

         22  this point in time.

         23                 The building is already residential

         24  and the owners have evicted dozens of families.

         25                 We are only rewarding bad behavior.
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          2  The community board could not support the

          3  designation because a walk-out was stayed which

          4  prevented a quorum.

          5                 The warehouse was highlighted at the

          6  environmental impact statement for the Greenpoint

          7  Williamsburg rezoning as historically significant,

          8  and a landmark eligible building, and the City

          9  Planning Commission ruled that the landmark

         10  designation did not conflict with the new zoning or

         11  any public development plans.

         12                 And, finally, the architect Cass

         13  Gilbert carefully selected this building, and he did

         14  so out of a commitment to make the statement.

         15                 Again, we are opening the door to the

         16  countless destruction of historic buildings

         17  throughout the City of New York, and the countless

         18  destruction of historic districts.

         19                 Despite the fact that several members

         20  spoke today in regards to downzoning and preserving

         21  their community, this is a step backwards, this

         22  particular vote, and, again, it's because this body

         23  and certain members of this body want to go along to

         24  get along with the development community.

         25                 I vote no on LU 638 and Reso 1276,
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          2  and aye on everything else. Thank you.

          3                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you

          4  very much.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: I would like

          7  unanimous consent to vote on all Land Use Call-Ups.

          8  And I vote on all general orders aye, except Intro.

          9  379-A I vote no, Intro. 719 and M 686 -- oh, I'm

         10  sorry, 689, I vote no. I vote no on LU 3 -- 638, and

         11  Reso 176. And I vote no on M 720.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Mr. Chair, to

         14  explain my vote.

         15                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Go right

         16  ahead.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: I first would

         18  like to thank Chair Felder for the hearings that he

         19  did, for having an open, frank, and I believe

         20  extremely substantive discussion on this topic, not

         21  only when it deals with the issue of landmarking

         22  this one building, but when it dealt with the issue

         23  of what are we here to do in this body? Why are we

         24  here to serve? And how best can we represent our

         25  constituents? I believe he did an excellent job,
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          2  along with the staff of the Land Use Division that

          3  worked so hard on this issue for many, many months.

          4                 I would also like to mimic the

          5  comments of Councilman Gallagher. We share that area

          6  of Richmond Hill. We have been asking Landmarks to

          7  look at areas in our district for, ever since we got

          8  into office, for years. Not only Richmond Hill, but

          9  Kew Gardens and so many different areas throughout

         10  the City. And I do invite the advocates that are so

         11  strongly in favor of landmarking this one building,

         12  to get involved in other areas where the Council

         13  Members actually need help with landmarks, to make

         14  sure that buildings and areas in their districts

         15  that they know are deserving of landmark or

         16  historical status actually go through the landmarks

         17  process, come to this body, so that we can work

         18  together on things that we believe meet the criteria

         19  and standards for landmarking.

         20                 I vote aye on the agenda, and I thank

         21  my colleagues.

         22                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: No on LU 638,

          7  Reso 1276. I believe that it's wrong not to approve

          8  the veto of the Mayor. And I believe that it's wrong

          9  to send a message from this body that the Landmark

         10  Commission did something inappropriate and wrong in

         11  here.

         12                 For that reason I vote no in a very

         13  strong manner. Yes on the rest of the items of the

         14  agenda.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Mr. Chairman,

         19  Pro-Tem, I request brief relief to explain my vote?

         20                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Yes.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Thank you.

         22                 With regard to the controversy that

         23  is surrounding the Austin House, the Austin Nichols

         24  House, I would just like to explain my vote on that,

         25  and just say that for me in my role as a member of
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          2  the Land Use Committee, I see it more as sort of a

          3  quasi-judicial role that we play as we consider

          4  different applications that come before us. And for

          5  me, that means that I simply look at the facts of

          6  the case, apply the law as I know it, and try to

          7  reach a decision that in my conscience is the right

          8  decision given on any case. And I think that all of

          9  us tried to do that.

         10                 So, I'm a little concerned about some

         11  of the comments that are flying around this issue

         12  that are totally extraneous to the decision that we

         13  have to make. I don't think that one Council member

         14  should accuse another of deciding something because

         15  they are pro one interest, or against the Commission

         16  or for certain New York City interests or

         17  constituencies, we do ourselves a great disservice.

         18                 We should look at this building and

         19  decide if in our own minds it warrants landmarking

         20  status based on the decisions we've made in the

         21  past, based on the law, and for me, clearly, the

         22  decision that I make is that it does warrant

         23  landmarking status, and I decide that way. I want no

         24  cheering from above, because this is simply the way

         25  I look at it, and I decide, and I hope that the
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          2  colleagues who disagree with me or those in the

          3  gallery who disagree will just respect the fact that

          4  I'm doing and making the best decision I can with

          5  what I have in front of me, and I know that all of

          6  my other colleagues are doing that, and the critics

          7  should temper their remarks somewhat.

          8                 I also just want to comment, and

          9  further what Jim Oddo said in his introductory

         10  remarks regarding the changes that we have to make

         11  to the growth management task force rules concerning

         12  Staten Island. It is a shame that we have to come

         13  back here and do this, and that much time has been

         14  lost in Staten Island. Buildings have been built

         15  obviously that should not have been built. It is

         16  simply because those agencies that are charged with

         17  protecting the public when it comes to decisions

         18  with zoning and buildings and variances, always lead

         19  to the favor of the builders and the developers and

         20  not to the favor of the people, and I hope that we

         21  can change that, and I look forward to working with

         22  my colleagues on that.

         23                 Lastly, let me just say, the issue,

         24  the Dawali, we had a celebration in my district, the

         25  first ever on Staten Island, for Dawali, and we
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          2  learned something, how important this day is to the

          3  people from India, and I'm very proud that we are

          4  doing this. This is not just some other holiday, for

          5  the people from India, this is their most important

          6  holiday, this is their Christmas and their Hanukkah

          7  and their New Years rolled into one and their

          8  Ramadan. So, it's important.

          9                 Lastly, let me say regarding

         10  Christmas, Jim, there is a Santa Claus, and I hope

         11  he comes to my house Christmas morning. And the

         12  thing about naughty and nice we'll talk about, but

         13  maybe we can get Santa Claus to your house as well.

         14                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you

         15  very much.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: I vote aye on

         17  all, except I vote no on LU 638 and Reso 1276, I

         18  vote to sustain the override.

         19                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you

         20  very much. And there will be no bah humbug this

         21  year.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         23                 (No response.)

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: I vote aye
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          2  on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Duran knocked

          5  out Monserrate downstairs. He's in the lobby. Aye on

          6  all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: May I be

         11  excused to explain my vote?

         12                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Yes, you may.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: I want to

         14  first vote aye on all, with the exception of LU 638

         15  and Reso 1276.

         16                 You know, I want to agree with

         17  Chairman Simcha Felder, and Chairwoman Melinda Katz,

         18  and everyone else I'm sure in here that believes we

         19  should not rubberstamp what the Landmarks Commission

         20  tells us to do. Or any other agency for that matter.

         21  I believe the integrity of our communities and of

         22  this institution and of our individual selves

         23  inclines us not to want to do that.

         24                 And in fact, we have not rubber

         25  stamped the Landmark Commission's decisions in the
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          2  past. I know St. John the Divine in my district was

          3  recommended and we as a body decided that it was not

          4  quite appropriate for us to landmark as they had

          5  presented it.

          6                 However, in this case, it is

          7  appropriate for us to join them in landmarking

          8  184-198 Kent Avenue because it does have historic

          9  value, and I had the privilege of being part of the

         10  hearings that were so wonderfully conducted by the

         11  Chairman and so well represented by all sides, and

         12  on the continuum of landmarking, this warehouse does

         13  fall, and therefore is worthy of being landmarked.

         14                 And, so, I'm going to have to vote no

         15  on LU 638, Reso 1276, because I believe that this is

         16  a matter that is worthy of being landmarked, and not

         17  to mention all the other development issues that are

         18  involved which people want to ignore, but there are

         19  significant development issues that need to be

         20  addressed. And particularly when we talk about

         21  something called luxury housing at a time when we do

         22  not have a crisis in so-called luxury housing, and

         23  where in fact we have people who are truly being

         24  displaced at a time when affordable housing is

         25  needed.
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          2                 But on the merits of this

          3  landmarking, this is worthy and I believe that

          4  institutionally we should be supporting it.

          5                 Thank you.

          6                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you

          7  very much.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Aye on

         10  all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Pass. Aye on

         15  all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Yes.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Permission to

         22  explain my vote, please.

         23                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Go right

         24  ahead.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: I live in a
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          2  landmark designation, and fought very hard to have

          3  that. I also had in my district the Jamaica Bank,

          4  which I voted for and the Council voted it down, and

          5  came out from the Landmarks Committee of this

          6  Council to do that.

          7                 This Council has an obligation to see

          8  an overall global picture, and that's exactly what

          9  they did when they voted down the Jamaica Bank. This

         10  Council or the Council prior to that also voted yes

         11  for landmarks where I live, and for very specific

         12  reasons.

         13                 Our history in this City is

         14  symbolized in many ways. It's symbolized in history

         15  books, and it's symbolized in its architecture.

         16                 I have not seen this building, but I

         17  have certainly seen what has been presented, and I

         18  do believe that the role of this Council is to do

         19  exactly what its responsibilities are, is to look at

         20  the economic growth of this City, look at housing,

         21  and to look at how we preserve our symbol of history

         22  in this City.

         23                 However, that responsibility doesn't

         24  negate the overall responsibility of the Council,

         25  whether I like that decision or not, to meet the
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          2  responsibilities of what I had just stated. And as I

          3  say, I am an advocate of landmarking and certainly

          4  live in a district wherein I fought very hard to do

          5  that. But I have respect for the Councilman, whose

          6  district this is in, for the Landmarks Committee and

          7  Land Use Committee.

          8                 And although I can very much

          9  understand the disappointment of this Council not

         10  going the way of the hearts of those, and believe

         11  me, do not stop because we need the

         12  preservationists. I vote aye on all. Thank you.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: I vote aye on

         15  all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: I'd like to

         18  commend my colleague Simcha Felder. None of us were

         19  actually sure what he did before today, but he does

         20  serve a purpose apparently, and I'd like to vote aye

         21  on all. Thank you.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: May I explain my

         24  vote?

         25                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Yes, you may.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: First of all,

          3  during the course of people explaining their vote,

          4  you made reference to a number of holidays that we

          5  celebrate at this time, there is Hanukkah Christmas,

          6  Ramadan, et cetera, we failed to mention Kwanza. I

          7  want to make sure that we take that into consider as

          8  well, it starts on the 26th of December and ends on

          9  the first day of January. It's more of a cultural

         10  day than a religious one, so you can be of any

         11  religion, and if you can identify with African, you

         12  can identify and support Kwanza. I wanted to make

         13  sure we were sensitized to that.

         14                 As to the landmark issue, to be

         15  consistent with my previous vote, I vote aye on all,

         16  and I vote no on LU 638 and Resolution 1276.

         17                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Mr. President

         22  Pro-Tem, just on the issue of deference to the

         23  Landmarks Commission, I just want to point out that

         24  when we did the Downtown Brooklyn Rezoning and there

         25  was a concern about some buildings that may have

                                                            75

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  been linked to the underground railroad, and some of

          3  us said, let's just have a hearing on that. Ask

          4  Landmarks Commission please do a hearing on that.

          5  Let me see if there is something real there, so we

          6  see if we're destroying that part of history. And

          7  the Landmarks Commission refused.

          8                 When we were doing this same

          9  Greenpoint Williamsburg rezoning, and I said there

         10  are some very beautiful, very distinguished, very

         11  distinctive industrial buildings on this waterfront,

         12  there is the Greenpoint Terminal Market building,

         13  which I have had constituents, people who live in

         14  that neighborhood, say what a shame it would be if

         15  it's torn down, a beautiful set of buildings with

         16  catwalks connecting the different buildings, it's

         17  unlike anything else on the neighborhood, it's

         18  genuinely distinctive. I said as part of this

         19  rezoning we should protect that, the Landmarks

         20  Commission did not want to do that because that was

         21  an administration development priority, and we

         22  understood that.

         23                 When this building was proposed by

         24  the Landmarks Commission, after, by the way, never

         25  having been mentioned in all the negotiations about

                                                            76

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  the rezoning, and I said, you know, the same

          3  architect did a truly worthy building further down

          4  on the waterfront, the very same architect, and that

          5  is in this book, the AIA Guide to New York, when the

          6  building that's under question is not in here. There

          7  are 75 buildings on the Greenpoint Williamsburg

          8  waterfront in this book, the AIA Guide to New York,

          9  the bible of what is beautiful and architecturally

         10  worthy in the City, this building not in there. So,

         11  when I said what about this other building further

         12  down the waterfront? They said, well, that's a

         13  City-owned building, we have our plans for that, so

         14  we can't landmark that.

         15                 I guess what I'm saying is, I agree

         16  with my colleagues that if this does have to be a

         17  two-way street, and the Council, which knows what

         18  its neighborhoods want, should be an equal partner

         19  in this process. I thank my colleagues for their

         20  votes and I vote aye on all.

         21                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Thank you.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye on

         24  all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: In the spirit of

          5  Chris Kringle and Old St. Nick, I vote aye on all.

          6  And I say to Council Member McMahon, if you see

          7  Santa Clauss between now and Christmas, please tell

          8  him to bring me a serious satellite radio so I can

          9  continue to listen to Howard Stern.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  I vote aye on

         12  all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER:  I vote aye on all.

         15                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: All items on

         16  today's General Order Calendar were adopted by a

         17  vote of 47 in the affirmative, zero in the negative

         18  and zero abstentions, with the exception of Intro.

         19  719, which is adopted by 45 in the affirmative, two

         20  in the negative and zero abstentions; and Land Use

         21  638, and Resolution 1276, which is adopted by a vote

         22  of 37 in the affirmative, eight in the negative and

         23  no abstentions.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: 379-A was a

         25  no vote.

                                                            78

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 MAJORITY LEADER RIVERA: Intro. 379-A,

          3  which was adopted by 46 in the affirmative and one

          4  in the negative, and M 689, which was adopted by 45

          5  in the affirmative, and two in the negative.

          6                 Introduction and Reading of the

          7  Bills.

          8                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER PERKINS:

          9  Discussion of Resolutions.

         10                 Council Member Martinez.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Hold on. Before we

         12  get to the resolutions, we need to do the

         13  Introduction and Reading of Bills.

         14                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER PERKINS:

         15  Introduction and Reading of Bills.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: All items are

         17  referred to the committee as indicated on the

         18  schedule.

         19                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER PERKINS:

         20  Discussion of Resolutions.

         21                 Council Member Martinez.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Thank you,

         23  Mr. Chair.

         24                 I wanted to encourage my colleagues

         25  to support Resolution 1218-A. A resolution which
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          2  calls on the New York City Department of Education

          3  to stop charging fees for the use of the school

          4  facility for non-school hours, especially in

          5  communities such as the one I represent, the

          6  Washington Heights, and many communities throughout

          7  the City of New York, in which there is a lag and a

          8  need for additional recreational space to carry out

          9  many of our youth activities.

         10                 As you know, many of us distribute

         11  discretionary funds to many of the local

         12  non-profits, however, they're faced with the reality

         13  that they have to use a large percentage of that to

         14  pay for the use of the schools facility.

         15                 So, I ask my colleagues to please

         16  support the initiative to allow the school to be

         17  open for recreational space for our youth.

         18                 Thank you, Mr. Chair.

         19                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER PERKINS:

         20  Council Member Fidler.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Thank you.

         22                 I know it's out of order, but I just

         23  want to point out to my colleagues that any process

         24  by which we count absentee votes effectively to be

         25  supporting a veto of the Mayor is nuts, not Jimmy
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          2  Oddo, and it's a rule we ought to change.

          3                 On Reso 1218-A, I want to commend

          4  Council Member Martinez for bringing this resolution

          5  forward to Youth Services Committee. I think it's

          6  time that we end this shell game by which we give

          7  money to a group and then they have to give it to

          8  DOE so they can use a City facility. It's just

          9  counter-productive. We need to use our schools to

         10  the benefit of the community at large with its youth

         11  activities, or adult education, and they should all

         12  truly be beacon schools, and any not-for-profit to

         13  be able to use our school facilities for community

         14  use, and I would urge my colleagues to vote aye on

         15  Reso 1218-A.

         16                 DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER PERKINS:

         17  Seeing no one else, we're going to vote on

         18  resolutions.

         19                 All in favor say aye by saying aye.

         20                 All those opposed?

         21                 Resolution passes.

         22                 Now we're going to go to General

         23  Discussion.

         24                 We're going to begin with Council

         25  Member Jackson.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you,

          3  Mr. Deputy Majority Leader. I appreciate the

          4  opportunity to stand in front of my colleagues.

          5                 My colleagues, I'd like to advise you

          6  that the Minority and Woman-Owned Business Bill,

          7  which we are planning to move forward in a hearing

          8  next Monday on December 12th, we have a second

          9  hearing scheduled on the Minority and Woman-Owned

         10  Business Bill on the 20th, and with the hope and

         11  expectation that you were voted out at the next

         12  Stated Meeting and therefore hoping the Mayor will

         13  sign it into law. And this is a landmark legislation

         14  that would ensure Minority and Woman-Owned

         15  Businesses in New York City receive its fair share

         16  of contracts. And as you know, New York City doles

         17  out billions of dollars a year in contracts, and

         18  it's only appropriate that the majority of people of

         19  the City of New York benefit from that.

         20                 So, I ask you, if you're interested

         21  in reading the bill, please contact me. And if you

         22  have any questions or comments, contact myself or

         23  the Counsel to the Committee, Rob Newman. Thank you.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         25  Member Gerson.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Madam Public

          3  Advocate, as we meet, we know that we face the

          4  prospect of a Transit strike. I want to note that,

          5  as deleterious to our City as a strike would be,

          6  what would be even more harmful and more damaging,

          7  more hurtful, would be the enactment of the

          8  proposals by the MTA to do away with token booth

          9  clerks and with subway train conductors in certain

         10  stations and on certain trains.

         11                 These proposals are nothing less than

         12  insane, and I use the term advisedly. I hope they're

         13  part of some posturing or strategy by the MTA and

         14  not serious, in this day and age as we strain to

         15  spend resources to protect our riding citizenry, to

         16  do away with not the convenience, with not only the

         17  convenience, but with the protection which these

         18  personnel offer, is terribly, terribly negligent.

         19                 Instead of doing away with those

         20  positions, those personnel should be trained, and

         21  should be given the equipment and the wherewithal to

         22  serve in the clause of defense and protection of our

         23  Transit stations and trains and infrastructure.

         24                 So, I stand today to call upon all my

         25  colleagues and all the citizens of this City to join
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          2  together to insist, to insist that we preserve this

          3  important part of traditional New York, not only

          4  because of its traditional set importance, that's

          5  the least of it, but because of its ongoing

          6  significant and imperative security importance and

          7  need.

          8                 Thank you very much.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         10  Member Clarke.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you,

         12  Madam Public Advocate.

         13                 Today, my colleagues, I'm introducing

         14  Resolution No. 1281. It calls upon President George

         15  W. Bush and the U.S. House of Representatives to

         16  support the amendment co-sponsored by Senator

         17  Hillary Clinton and ask unanimously in the US

         18  Senate, to ensure that the Bureau of Labor

         19  Statistics collects data on women workers in the

         20  current employment statistic survey, also known as

         21  CESS.

         22                 Despite progress towards the

         23  narrowing of the wage gap, women still earn

         24  approximately 76 cents for every dollar that men

         25  earn in comparable jobs.
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          2                 According to the Government

          3  Accountability Office, this gap in earning has not

          4  changed significantly over the last 20 years.

          5                 Disparities in the earnings of women

          6  and men depress wages of working families and

          7  undermine women's retirement security.

          8                 I want to applaud Senator Clinton's

          9  leadership on this issue, and I believe that this

         10  body should make its voice heard also. A message

         11  needs to be sent to the current administration in

         12  Washington, D.C. that does not seriously believe in

         13  equal pay for women.

         14                 A woman can hold any position that a

         15  man can, whether it is as a firefighter or a law

         16  enforcement officer or as an elected official in the

         17  highest office of the land, I believe that they

         18  should also receive the same pay.

         19                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         21  Thank you, Council member.

         22                 Council Member Dilan.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Thank you,

         24  Madam Public Advocate.

         25                 I want to just rise to support the
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          2  efforts of the Transportation Workers Union in

          3  coming to an agreed to settlement on their contract.

          4                 This is a union that, you know,

          5  definitely supported me and my community when it

          6  came to the L train, so I definitely owe them a

          7  public statement of support, and if everything goes

          8  well, to get a negotiated contract.

          9                 Second, I also wanted to publicly

         10  commend in-coming New Jersey Governor John Corsine

         11  for elevating New Jersey's first Hispanic Senator to

         12  the US Senate, Bob Menendez. And to Mr. Corsine, I

         13  would say if that's your first act as Governor of

         14  New Jersey, I'm sure the future of New Jersey is in

         15  good hands.

         16                 Thank you.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         18  Member Brewer.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you. I

         20  want to mention a couple of items for your review.

         21                 One coming up is Intro. 765, and it

         22  has an accompanying resolution 1279, having to do

         23  with the issue of conflict of interest at community

         24  boards.

         25                 The issue is brought to my attention
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          2  by in-coming Borough President Stringer, and I'm

          3  joined in part by Council Member Gioia. We are

          4  looking forward to hearings on the topic, whereby

          5  the City Council and the City of New York could work

          6  through the State Legislature to get permission to

          7  have us write our own conflict of interest forms for

          8  people like community board and school board.

          9                 However, we feel strongly that there

         10  should be a conflict of interest form that these

         11  individuals, volunteers, but subject sometimes to a

         12  conflict of interest to make it more transparent by

         13  filling out a COI form.

         14                 So that's what Resolution 1279 and

         15  Intro. 765 are all about.

         16                 Second, Reso 1279 has to do with my

         17  favorite topic, technology. Working with Council

         18  Member Melinda Katz, we are introducing resolution

         19  that talks about the members of Congress. We want to

         20  oppose several bills that will change and amend some

         21  of the Telecommunications Act in Washington that

         22  could eliminate local franchising and undermine the

         23  community programming that we all enjoy as part of

         24  public access stations.

         25                 We hope for your support.
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          2                 Thank you.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          4  Member Martinez.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Thank you,

          6  Madam Public Advocate.

          7                 I rise to ask my colleagues to

          8  support Intro. 767, which calls for the creation of

          9  a temporary task force to study the existing, as

         10  well as potential means and methods of funding

         11  affordable housing for extremely low income

         12  community and residents of the City of New York.

         13                 As you know, the phrase affordable

         14  housing is very popular, but when we question

         15  affordable to who, we will find that many residents

         16  in our community are left out because they don't

         17  meet the means to pay the rent. And when we talked

         18  about New York City AMI, many of our residents do

         19  not meet the AMI of the City of New York. So, we're

         20  asking for a Commission or a temporary task force to

         21  look at how we could develop affordable housing for

         22  individuals and residents that are under the AMI of

         23  the City of New York.

         24                 So, I want to ask my colleague to

         25  support this initiative. It is extremely important
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          2  for our communities when developments go up, many

          3  families are left out of the new development because

          4  they don't meet the minimum income requirement.

          5                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          7  Member Seabrook.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Thank you

          9  very much, Madam President.

         10                 I would hope that we can -- this

         11  month, a few days ago, that we give recognition to

         12  one of the greatest movements in the history of this

         13  nation of people rallying together. And we salute

         14  those citizens of Montgomery, Alabama, who stayed

         15  off the buses for 387 days to make a decision, for

         16  it was Rosa Parks, but it was the many Rosa Parks

         17  who decided not to take a ride and ride in shame,

         18  but walk in dignity. And they decided to do that

         19  with their heads up high, to make sure that there

         20  would be the elimination of segregated buses, that

         21  it would no longer exist. So, we must applaud them.

         22                 And I would also like to applaud the

         23  men and women who served in the armed forces and as

         24  we looked and remember what happened during this

         25  month and this period at Pearl Harbor, and for those
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          2  who gave their lives and there are only so few who

          3  are left, and we must commend those men and women.

          4                 And lastly, I ask for this Council,

          5  in the spirit, as we are going to leave here and go

          6  to a festivity, but there are many people who are

          7  victims of Katrina, children who live in this City,

          8  who we have housed in these hotels here in New York

          9  City, that we should have our office, that we should

         10  have a toy drive, that we should bring these toys

         11  here and have those children to come here and have

         12  one day of peace and goodwill bestowed upon them by

         13  the Council, that they can have a Christmas here in

         14  this City, because they cannot have a Christmas in

         15  New Orleans. And I would hope that we would take

         16  that challenge, and I am encouraging all of the

         17  members, that we all sign off on this, that we will

         18  be able to bring toys here and bring the people who

         19  are housed in those hotels here at the City Council

         20  so that they can have a merry Christmas.

         21                 And thank you very much.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Time,

         23  Council member.

         24                 Council Member Fidler.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: I want to echo
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          2  the words of my colleague Eric Dilan in support of

          3  the Transit workers in this City. Nobody, not me,

          4  not the MTA, not the riders, not the Transit

          5  workers, wants to see a strike or a slow-down, or a

          6  shut-down of any kind in this City.

          7                 The Transit workers stood with my

          8  constituents when the MTA illegally tried to remove

          9  personnel from trains, making them one-person train

         10  operations in violations of contracts. I stand with

         11  them today.

         12                 And when a week from now, if God

         13  forbid something does happen that inconveniences 7

         14  million New Yorkers, and we all try to assess blame,

         15  I want to tell people in this City something they

         16  need to know. This is an issue of color. The color

         17  is green, and when the MTA Board tries to spend away

         18  a billion dollar surplus before they walk in to

         19  negotiate a fair contract with Transit workers, that

         20  tells you they're not coming to the table in good

         21  faith. And that's something that New Yorkers need to

         22  remember, if it happens, and it's something the MTA

         23  needs to know that we're going to hold them to

         24  during this next week while they need to get in

         25  there and negotiate a fair contract with Transit
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          2  workers in this City.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          4  Member Monserrate.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Thank you,

          6  Madam Public Advocate.

          7                 I want to just remind my colleagues

          8  that yesterday was the anniversary of the Day of

          9  Infamy, Pearl Harbor Day, December the 7th. As a

         10  veteran and as the Chair of the Veterans Committee,

         11  to remind my colleagues about the important

         12  contributions that our American service members have

         13  given to this nation, and to remind everyone that I

         14  have introduced a bill today, Intro. 768, which

         15  would compel the City of New York to advise all New

         16  Yorkers about the residential property owners tax

         17  exemptions that are available for veterans here in

         18  the City of New York.

         19                 So, thank you to all of my colleagues

         20  for your support, and I hope that everyone would

         21  sign on to ensure that our veterans, especially

         22  those coming back from the Gulf War now, are made

         23  aware of the benefits that we can give them. Thank

         24  you.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council
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          2  Member Vann.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Thank you, Madam

          4  Public Advocate.

          5                 Further on Council Member Seabrooks's

          6  remarks, I remind my colleagues that it's not enough

          7  just to say Merry Christmas or Happy Kwanza and so

          8  forth at this time of the year, I'd like to by

          9  example indicate the leadership in my particular

         10  district, all of the new organizations have come

         11  together to be of support to the evacuees of

         12  Hurricane Katrina, and I'm very proud that they have

         13  actually adopted 15 families that are being housed

         14  at the Radison Hotel.

         15                 We have already found housing for six

         16  of those families, and we are committed to making

         17  sure they get all the services that they need, they

         18  get housed, they get fed. We have donated money for

         19  their transportation, toys for their children.

         20                 So, this time of the year, yes, we

         21  should greet each other and have a good feeling, but

         22  we can demonstrate all of that by doing something

         23  for less fortunate, those less fortunate than we,

         24  and I'd like to raise up my community, their

         25  leadership, for setting the example and raising the
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          2  bar in how we all should behave in the City of New

          3  York, particularly this time of year.

          4                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          6  Member James.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Echoing the

          8  sentiments of Councilman Seabrook, as well as

          9  Councilman Vann, the deadline for the Katrina

         10  evacuees to be where FEMA is going to stop paying

         11  for their housing subsidy of most of these hotels is

         12  next week. December 15th. And a large percentage of

         13  these evacuees have yet to be provided FEMA

         14  assistance.

         15                 My office has been working with all

         16  of the evacuees in all of the hotels, the seven

         17  hotels throughout the City of New York, and I have

         18  drafted a letter for the Black, Puerto Rican and

         19  Asian Caucus where it basically asks the federal

         20  government to extend the deadline from December 15th

         21  to March 15th, 2006.

         22                 It's important that all of us know

         23  that a representative from the Department of

         24  Homeless Services spoke at the Radison a month ago

         25  and indicated to their evacuees that in the event
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          2  that they did not find housing, that their option

          3  would be the shelter system in the City of New York,

          4  which in my mind is not an option at all.

          5                 I would urge all of my colleagues,

          6  all of my colleagues of conscience, to write letters

          7  to FEMA and ask that this deadline be extended, at

          8  least until March 15th, 2006.

          9                 Let me also remind my colleagues that

         10  on Monday, December 12th, there will be a hearing

         11  regarding the impact of eminent domain in the City

         12  of New York, 9:30 before the State and Federal

         13  Legislation, two pieces of legislation that I have

         14  drafted in support of legislation in Albany.

         15                 And lastly, let me give my heartfelt

         16  remarks to the family of Officer Stewart who died in

         17  the line of duty, who was murdered in the line of

         18  duty. My heart and my prayers go out to his family.

         19  God bless him. Thank you.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing

         21  nobody else, we're going to adjourn the meeting, but

         22  we're going to adjourn it with a moment of silence

         23  in the memory of John Lenon.

         24                 All rise.

         25                 (Moment of Silence observed.)
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: The meeting

          3  is adjourned.

          4                 (Hearing concluded at 3:30 p.m.)
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          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7
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          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter, do hereby certify that the

         11  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the
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